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“The joys and the hopes, the griefs and
the anxieties of the men and women of this
age, especially those who are poor or in any
way afflicted, these are the joys and hopes,
the griefs and anxieties of the followers of
Christ...” (Gaudium et Spes, n.1, Vatican Il).
These words are especially applicable today
in the face of the current global pandemic —
Covid-19. As human beings, we all share the
same sorrows and griefs but also the same
hopes. When we are faced with a fear that
threatens to subdue us, we become aware of
the fact that in spite of all great achievements
of science and modern medicine, we remain
vulnerable creatures, dependent on God who
is greater than us and who is in control of all
the affairs of the World.

A year has passed since the outbreak of
this disastrous virus. And this certainly will not
be the last, as the world can expect similar or
even worse biological virus or other kinds of
threat. Therefore, at the very outset, it is
important to ask what should be a Christian
response in the times of disaster. Turning the
pages of Sacred Scripture, we cannot fail to

WIIC2IMM DMIUE! 2021

Rev. Dr. Jolly Karimpil

notice the story of the plagues

visited upon Pharaoh and Egypt as

narrated in the book of Exodus. There is a key
difference between Moses and Pharaoh.
While Moses recognizes the power of God and
heeds to His voice, Pharaoh refuses to
recognize any power greater than himself.
Pharaoh asks Moses, “Who is the Lord that |
should heed him and let Israel go? | do not
know the Lord, and | will not let Israel go” (Exo
5:1-2). The ten plagues caused devastation in
Egypt, offering an opportunity not only for the
Egyptians but also for the Israelites to
recognize God’s sovereignty over creation and
their own lives. God himself reveals the
purpose of the plagues and makes it clear that
they are not punishment, but rather an
invitation to know God: “The Egyptians shall
know that | am the Lord, when | stretch out
my hand against Egypt and bring the Israelites
out from among them” (Exo. 9:15-16). As
Christian youth, we are not called to rush to
judgment thinking that the pandemic is a
punishment to humanity from God. But rather,
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like Moses, we should recognize God’s
sovereignty and entrust ourselves in His loving
hands with total trust.

Every time a catastrophe such as this
erupts, we see many voices headed against
the Church and the religion mocking: where
is your omnipotent God? Why is God not
seeing the plight of His creations? How should
we respond to the cries of some rationalists?
It is not the problem but our response or
reaction to it that determines how deep and
strong our faith really is and who we really
are. Even though the problem is same for all,
the Church’s response cannot be the same in
the face of any calamity. The Church’s
response should be through the witness of our
actions. It is in this context that we have
chosen the theme “Youth: Apostles of
Fraternity.”

Undertaking of this theme is prompted
by Pope Francis’ latest encyclical Fratelli tutti,
on Fraternity and Social Friendship. As the
Christian youth, you are called to work
faithfully to make the Pope’s vision — Fratelli
tutti —a reality for all. First, let us focus on the
key points of Fratelli tutti and then we shall
discuss the concrete steps towards becoming
the apostles of fraternity.

I. The Basis of Fraternity

It is beyond doubt that Pope Francis
yearns deeply for fraternity in the world
overcoming the differences and the divides
that are on rise in today’s world. In the first
chapter of Fratelli tutti, the pope notes that
the modern globalized society connects the

eople of the world. It makes us more like

neighbours, but it does not make us brothers
and sisters. We know many things about each
other, but we do not really care for one
another. In this way, we have become more
alone than ever (FT 12).The corona virus
pandemic has brought to light the grim
realities of today’s world. Rapidly growing
inequality, poverty and injustice are signs of
the absence of a culture of solidarity. New
ideologies,characterized by individualism, self-
centeredness and materialistic consumerism
have paved the way for a “throw away” culture
that denies the dignity of those who are
vulnerable, the marginalized and the poor. In
such an unhealthy culture, the unborn babies
are treated as ‘not yet useful’ and the elderly
as ‘no longer needed.’ The weakest and those
considered “useless” are abandoned. This
became clear during the Covid-19 crisis as so
many elderly people were cruelly abandoned.

The throw-away culture prevails in
today’s world, where so many are losing their
jobs and thousands of young people are
forced to work for a meagre salary or no salary.
The throw-away mindset is behind the vicious
attitudes of racism, fascism and fanaticism
which have resurfaced in recent times in our
country. The disparities between the rich and
the poor is widening. Growing number of
unemployment and civil wars in one’s own
land is forcing many people to leave one’s land
and migrating to other countries in hope of a
better life and a peaceful future.

Many forms of injustice persist in today’s
world, where people often forget that others,
who belong to different caste, creed and
culture and those who are ideologically
different from them are nevertheless created
in God’s image and should be treated with
dignity and respect. In Pope Francis’
estimation, today’s world is marked by a
certain ‘globalization of indifference’ which
makes us slowly indifferent to the suffering of
others and closed in on ourselves. People
often forget that they are brothers and sisters.

In the face of these dark clouds that cast
over the world, Pope Francis affirms that a
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fraternity devoid of reference to a common
Father as its ultimate foundation is unable to
endure. True brotherhood among people
demands the recognition of a transcendent
Fatherhood. Based on fatherhood, human
fraternity is founded: each person becomes a
“neighbour” who cares for others. In order to
stress this idea, the pope draws our attention
to the parable of the Good Samaritan. The
pope notes that we can never remain
indifferent to the plight and suffering of
others. The robbers represent those people
who are not shy of exploiting others and
destroying their lives for their own selfish
interests of power, wealth etc. The priest and
the Levite see the wounded man but ignore
him and remain indifferent to him. They are
two religious figures, yet they fail to translate
worship into service of neighbour. They are
concerned only about themselves, forgetting
that to ignore the people who suffer because
of hunger, violence and injustice is to ignore
God. His Holiness remarks that “belief in God
and the worship of God are not enough to
ensure that we are actually living in a way
pleasing to God” (FT n. 74). Love of neighbour
is inseparable from love of God.

In the parable, the Samaritan came near
the wounded stranger and when he saw him,
he was moved with pity. The Samaritan went
to him and tended to his wounds, and put him
up in aninn and saw to his care. For the Jews,
one’s neighbour is not any human being, but
rather only someone who belongs to one’s
own people. Jesus completely transforms this
mindset and asks us to become neighbours
to all who are in need of our help. The
Samaritan, who according to the language of
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the Old Testament, was not a neighbour of the
Jews, became a neighbour to the injured
Judean. Jesus asks us to “go and do likewise”
(LK 10:37). Jesus challenges us to put aside all
differences and be present to those in need
of help. Jesus presents an image of fraternity
that crosses all barriers of culture, race,
religion and social group. No one is beyond
the scope of God’s infinite love. Exploring the
deeper meaning of the words of Jesus, the
Pope exhorts us to recognize Christ himself in
every wounded, abandoned, excluded or
marginalized brothers and sisters (cf. Mt.
25:40-45). Worshipping God means serving
our brethren with generous love, and in
serving them we serve God Himself.

In the present scenario, the Catholic
youth have a calling — to be the apostles of
fraternity. Youth are called to aspire to build a
world of fraternal love where all the people
enjoy dignity, freedom and care. True and
enduring peace must reign and the walls of
divisions must fall apart. Fraternity is the
foundation and pathway to peace. In order to
see others as brothers and sisters, we have to
first acknowledge the common fatherhood of
God. According to the Bible, all human beings
descended from common parents, Adam and
Eve, who were created in God’s own image
and likeness (cf. Gen 1:26). Cain and Abel were
totally different from each other, but they
were brothers and called to live as the children
of God and in fraternal love with each other
respecting each other’s diversity. However,
Cain refused to live the bond of fraternity and
out of selfishness and pride killed his own
younger brother whom he was supposed to
protect. This selfishness and individualism are
at the heart of every single war and all acts of
injustice that we see in the world.

The Son of God became man and
revealed that God is our loving Father and He
is the Only-begotten Son of the Father and
that God wants to give us the Holy Spirit in
order to adopt us His children. Jesus taught
us that the basis of fraternity is found in God'’s
Fatherhood (cf. Mt. 23:8-9). He invited all
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regardless of their beliefs, ethnicities, cultures
or race to accept God as Abba and become
his loving children. He himself showed us what
it means to be the son of God. It means total
love, trust and obedience. Jesus through his
life, and his death on the Cross, united
humanity to God. Jesus’ death on the Cross
and the resurrection put an end to all sorts of
division between the chosen people — Israel
—and the Gentiles, who lived in darkness until
then. St. Paul in his letter to Ephesians
describes this aptly: “For he is our peace; in
his flesh he has made both groups into one
and has broken down the dividing wall, that
is, the hostility between us” (Eph. 2: 14). One
new humanity has been created through
Jesus’ resurrection. Therefore, all the human
beings are called to regard themselves in him
as brothers and sisters, for we are children of
the same Father. Acceptance of this truth
becomes the profound means of transforming
our lives and opening us to true fraternal love
and sharing.

As Christians we are aware that we are
children of the one God, Almighty Father, and
that we are brothers and sisters of Jesus Christ,
the firstborn Son (cf. Rom. 8:29). When we
accept the common Fatherhood of God and
the Brotherhood of all in Christ, we can no
longer see others as strangers or as our
competitors but rather as brothers and sisters.
Hence, no one is ‘useless’ or ‘disposable.” All
men and women enjoy an equal dignity as the
children of one God. We can never remain
indifferent towards anyone.

Il. Growing in Fraternity
a. Family: the first school of fraternity

It is in the family that we learn to live as
the children of God and we learn the first
lessons of fraternal love, joy and sharing. We
learn to socialize first in the family. In our own
day, dominated by rapid technological
advances, people are losing their capacity to
relate to others, to develop friendships and
fraternal bond. Virtual relationship is replacing
real face-to-face relationship. People are
becoming confined to their tiny worlds. Pope

Francis reminds us in the apostolic exhortat
Amoris Laetitia, “[t]he family is the primary
setting for socialization, since it is where we
first learn to relate to others, to listen and
share, to be patient and show respect, to help
one another and live as one” (AL 276). Virtual
and ephemeral relationships cannot
substitute the real ones that one primarily
experiences in the family. Many societies have
been impoverished today because of the lack
of genuine relationships, which can be traced
back to the lack of profound relationships in
families. Pope Francis in one of his messages
suggests: “This kind of poverty can be
overcome only through the rediscovery and
valuing of fraternal relationships in the heart
of families and communities, through the
sharing of joys and sorrows, of the hardships
and triumphs that are a part of human life.”

b. Church: at the service of Fraternity

The Church is not merely an assembly
of believers who live in the same neighbour
hood, have a common ethnic identity; rather
it is a community where the members of
Christ’s mystical body live in unity amidst the
diversity of persons and cultures. The
community is gathered around the Holy
Eucharist, where there is no room for
inequality or injustice. All the members, rich
or poor, strong or weak form one single family
drinking from the same chalice and eating
from the same paten. The weaker members,
the most vulnerable, the sinners, the sick etc.
are to be looked upon with compassio nate
gaze of the Lord and strengthened by the
other members of the Church. Pope Francis
says that Church is like a field hospital. A field
hospital is set on the field of battle, it is like a
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hospital going to tend the wounded. The
Church must go out of herself to the
peripheries, to serve the needy without
waiting for others to seek help. The sinners
are not to be cast aside or discarded but they
should be accompanied and attended to with
the ‘balm of mercy’ and to be incorporated
gradually. According to Pope Paul VI, “The
Good Samaritan is the Church!” The Church
can never ignore the wounded man on the
street.

c. Sent for Mission as the apostles of
fraternity

Just as the Father sent His Son into the
world to save humankind, Jesus sent his
disciples (Jn. 20:21), asking them to ‘proclaim
the Good news to the whole creation” (Mk.
16:15). To be a Christian means to be rooted
in Christ (Jn 15:4) and “to be sent out” by him
in order to carry out his very same mission
(Mk 3:14). For a Christian, Jesus is his
departure point, as well as the centre of his
life. Christ’s disciples are called to follow his
ways, his words and his deeds. The Christians
are called to make God’s love present through
their radical following and living witness. The
followers of Jesus are to shine before others
“that they may see your good works and give
glory to your Father in heaven.” (Mt 5:16).1t is
imperative that the followers of Christ provide
profound witness through their lives so that
all those coming in contact with them
experience both the ‘human face of God’ and
the human response to God’s love.

lll. The Value of Fraternity in a post-pandemic
era

Whether we accept it or not, after the
Covid-19 pandemic the world will never be the
same again. Even if thevirusis eliminated, new
outbreaks of other diseases will certainly
occur in the future. Therefore, we are living
in a new era: post-pandemic. All the human
beings are interconnected and interdepe
ndent. What happens in one part of the globe
is felt in the other part. This pandemic has
reminded us yet again, this time quite forcibly,

WIIC2AMM RMIUE! 2021

that we all share common humanity. All the
people of the world are brothers and sisters
and we are all one family under God. Our
world today needs an integral and long-lasting
solution that benefits all. We must, therefore,
more than ever before, rediscover the value
of fraternity.

a. Apostles of Fraternity in a digital age

In this digital age, with the onset of
internet, social media and the smartphone,
most of the youth have been socially
distancing themselves and remaining content
with the virtual relationships. Digital media
can lead people to the gradual loss of contact
with concrete reality and can limit people to
superficial relationships. However, the
lockdowns and quarantine periods have
taught us how important face-to-face
relationship is. As humans, we are so designed
that we cannot find fulfilment without
authentic relationships with others.
Therefore, we are called to cherish the value
of fraternity in this ultra-modern world.

One of the most important things we
need to realize is that to be a Christian means
to be at the service of others. Christian youth
can never be indifferent to the suffering of
others in the society. We need to possess the
heart of the Good Samaritan that sees and
acts and becomes a neighbour to a stranger
who is in extreme need. Growing in fraternity
means acknowledging others as the children
of one God who is the Father of all. We have
to journey together towards a new world,
whereno one is excluded and the rights and
the inviolable dignity of human persons, every
race, culture and group is appreciated.Such a
fraternal world is indeed possible provided we
are ready to renounce our egoistic attitudes
and self-interests and build a culture of
openness, collaboration and dialogue.

The Church’s commitment to social
justice needs committed Christian young
peoplewho are ready to become the voice of
the voiceless. The realization that we need one
another should prompt our youth to take
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initiative in building up community of
belonging and fraternity where the people of
different faiths and cultures collaborate in
working towards peace, justice, development
and betterment of each member of the
society. But at the same time, we should
remember that there is a key difference
between the secular response and the
Christian response. A Christian youth can
never turn to using violent means, hate
speeches, slander etc. in any platform
including the digital one. We have every right
to defend our faith but we have to take utmost
care in not falling to aggressive self-defense.

b. Care for Creation

Pope Francis is of the view that the
global pandemicis ‘a wake-up call’ to care for
creation. Human beings’ rampant greed, brutal
consumption and habits of energy usage are
leading to disintegration of bio-diversity,
climate disasters, scarcity of water, pollution
etc. It is high time that all humans, societies
and nations examine their life-styles and make
decisive changes. His Holiness reminds that
man is not the master of creation, but rather
its steward who is called to guard and protect
it. The pope in his encyclical Laudatosi, invites
us to enter into the gaze of Jesus, who looked
at the beautiful creation with wonder and
fondness. Francis of Assisi was particularly
concerned for God’s creation. He looked at the
creation through the gaze of Jesus and felt a
fraternal bond with God’s creation. He would
call creatures ‘brother’ or ‘sister” Christian
youth are called to imitate Francis’ openness
to awe and wonder towards God’s creation
and to speak the language of fraternity. The
world was created to communicate the glory
of God and to lead us to discover in its beauty
the Lord Himself. Therefore, the young people
should take seriously their calling to care for
God'’s creation.

Conclusion

The current pandemic is unsettling for
all, Christians and non-Christians alike. Where
is God in all this;why does he allow these

pandemics and other sufferings in the world?
We cannot have conclusive answers to all the
guestions. As Christians, however, we are
called to show our certitude that God who is
Good would never cause evil. But if He allows
evil, He has a greater purpose to accomplish.
God can draw greater good out of any evil. If
the greatest evil was the crucifixion of God’s
only Son, God brought forth greatest good out
of it, that is, the glorious resurrection of Christ
and our salvation. There is no evil that God
cannot overcome. God’s love is stronger than
the greatest imaginable evil. Therefore, we are
called to trust in God unceasingly. We should
learn to see the suffering in the light of faith.
We can see the moment of suffering as a call
to mend our ways and turn to the Lord and to
unite with him. God will never abandon us.
Hope in God’s promises will make us strong.

Furthermore, the times of trial and
suffering help us to understand the
insufficiencies of the world and the securities
it promises. This helps us to turn our gaze from
the things of the world to heaven, our true
destiny. We are created not to perish here in
the world, but we are created for heaven. It
calls for growing in dependence on God.

Finally, we are called to turn our
attention to other human persons regardless
of whether or not they belong to our faith,
culture or social group accepting them as our
brothers and sisters; and to creation, which
are called to care for. As, Pope Francis has been
consistently teaching: “human fraternity and
care of creation form the only path to integral
development and peace.”
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