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In the Encyclical Sollicitudo Rei Socialis, 1 stated that, the Church does not have technical

solutions to offer for the problem of underdevelopment as such,” but “offers her first contribution to
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the solution of the urgent problem of development when she proclaims the truth about Christ, about
herself and about man, applying this truth to a concrete situation. The Conference of Latin American
Bishops at Puebla stated that ,the best service we can offer to our brother is evangelization, which
helps him to live and act as a son of God, sets him free from injustices and assists his overall
development. It is not the Church’s mission to work directly on the economic. technical or political
levels, or to contribute materially to development. Rather, her mission consists essentially in offering
people an opportunity not to “have more” but to “be more.”( Pope John Paul II,LR edemptoris
Missio,58)
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Since the nineteenth century, an objection has been raised to the Church’s charitable activity,
subsequently developed with particular insistence by Marxism: the poor, it is claimed, do not need
charity but justice. Works of charity—almsgiving—are in effect a way for the rich to shirk their
obligation to work for justice and a means of soothing their consciences, while preserving their own
status and robbing the poor of their rights. Instead of contributing through individual works of
charity to maintaining the status quo, we need to build a just social order in which all receive their
share of the world’s goods and no longer have to depend on charity. There is admittedly some truth
to this argument, but also much that is mistaken. (Pope Benedict X VI, Deus Caritas est,26)
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Another important consideration is the common good. To love someone is to desire that
person’s good and to take effective steps to secure it. Besides the good of the individual, there is a
good that is linked to living in society: the common good. It is the good of “all of us”, made up of
individuals, families and intermediate groups who together constitute society[4]. It is a good that is
sought not for its own sake, but for the people who belong to the social community and who can
only really and effectively pursue their good within it. To desire the common good and strive towards
it is a requirement of justice and charity. To take a stand for the common good is on the one hand to
be solicitous for, and on the other hand to avail oneself of, that complex of institutions that give
structure to the life of society, juridically, civilly, politically and culturally, making it the pdlis, or

“city”. The more we strive to secure acommon good corresponding to the real needs of our neighbours,
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the more effectively we love them. Every Christian is called to practise this charity, in a manner
corresponding to his vocation and according to the degree of influence he wields in the pdlis. This is
the institutional path — we might also call it the political path — of charity, no less excellent and
effective than the kind of charity which encounters the neighbour directly, outside the institutional
mediation of the pdlis. When animated by charity, commitment to the common good has greater
worth than a merely secular and political stand would have. Like all commitment to justice, it has a
place within the testimony of divine charity that paves the way for eternity through temporal action.
Man’s earthly activity, when inspired and sustained by charity, contributes to the building of the
universal city of God, which is the goal of the history of the human family. In an increasingly globalized
society, the common good and the effort to obtain it cannot fail to assume the dimensions of the whole
human family, that is to say, the community of peoples and nations[5], in such a way as to shape
the earthly city in unity and peace, rendering it to some degree an anticipation and a prefiguration of
the undivided city of God.(Pope Benedict X VI, Caritas in Veritate,7.)
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In this way, Pope Leo XIII, in the footsteps of his Predecessors, created a lasting paradigm
for the Church. The Church, in fact, has something to say about specific human situations, both
individual and communal, national and international. She formulates a genuine doctrine for these
situations, a corpus which enables her to analyze social realities, to make judgments about them and

to indicate directions to be taken for the just resolution of the problems involved.

In Pope Leo XIII’s time such a concept of the Church’s right and duty was far from being
commonly admitted. Indeed, a two-fold approach prevailed: one directed to this world and this life, to
which faith ought to remain extraneous; the other directed towards a purely other-worldly salvation,
which neither enlightens nor directs existence on earth. The Pope’s approach in publishing Rerum
novarum gave the Church “citizenship status” as it were, amid the changing realities of public life, and
this standing would be more fully confirmed later on. In effect, to teach and to spread her social
doctrine pertains to the Church’s evangelizing mission and is an essential part of the Christian message,
since this doctrine points out the direct consequences of that message in the life of society and situates
daily work and struggles for justice in the context of bearing witness to Christ the Saviour. This
doctrine is likewise a source of unity and peace in dealing with the conflicts which inevitably arise in
social and economic life. Thus it is possible to meet these new situations without degrading the human
person’s transcendent dignity, either in oneself or in one’s adversaries, and to direct those situations
towards just solutions.(Pope John paul II,Centesimus Anus,5)
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