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Aloysius was born on March 9, 1568, into
anoble family in Italy. Aloysius’ father was a wealthy
and famous soldier. His mother was a perfect God-
fearing woman. So he learned a lot of prayers from
his mother. His father, Aloysius, the army chief,
had trained him in martial arts. So his favorite place
was the army camp. From there he learned some bad
words, but never used them again at his mother’s
suggestion. Aloysius saw the sin around him and
swore that he would never take part in it. He had
plenty of opportunities for recreation. Aloysius
loved to ride horses and to feast in the palace garden.
But the saint withdrew from them, seeing that they
were practices which were contrary to morality.
Saint was strict and uncompromising in this matter.
Gonzalez, one of the noble families of Renaissance

St. Aloysius
Gonzaga

Selin John

General Secretary, M.C.Y.M.
Gurgaon Diocese

Italy, was a family of warriors. St. Aloysius wanted
to conquer himself when the whole tribe wanted to
conquer others. Aloysius wanted to be a priest.
Between the ages of 12 and 13, the saint devised a
plan to prepare for his spiritual life. At night, the
saint would get out of his bed and kneel down for
hours on the cold floor covered with stones. Often
the saint would torture himself with the skin of a
dog on his body. Aloysius wanted to be a saint in
his own will. But it was only when he entered the
Jesuit church as a monk that the saint received a
spiritual ruler. St. Robert Bellarmine was the saint’s
spiritual guide. Bellarmine corrected Aloysius’
ways of living a holy life, turning Bellarmine’s
thoughts of self-control and humility into long
hours prayers. It was a piece of curved iron, and
he chose the spiritual life to change this curve.
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The 1590 plague struck Rome and it ravaged
thousands of people, bringing horrible fevers that
induced delirium, killing mostly men.

Aloysius walked the streets of Rome,
begging for alms on behalf of plague victims. He
carried dying, abandoned persons into a hospital
founded by the Jesuits.

“There he washed and fed the plague
victims, preparing them as best as he could to
receive the sacraments,” writes Jesuit priest and
author James Martin. “But though he threw
himself into his tasks, he privately confessed to
his spiritual director, Rev. Robert Bellarmine, that
his constitution was revolted by the sights and
smells of the work; he had to work hard to
overcome his physical repulsion.”

When many younger Jesuits became
infected with the disease, Aloysius’ superiors
prohibited him from coming to the hospital. But
he insisted on caring for dying people and soon
superiors granted him permission to care for
patients at Our Lady of Consolation, a hospital
not admitting infected patients.

We easily create romantic notions about
caring for the sick; but conditions in Rome were
extremely grim. “In August 1590 a plague broke

out in Rome. Its impact on the people of Rome
was worse than the famous Sack of Rome in
1527, writes Jesuit priest and history professor
emeritus John Patrick Donnelly.

“Rome’s population was about 140,000. By
January 1591 it was down by some 23,000 people,
mostly victims of the plague. Food was scarce,
families often locked themselves in their homes
but then fell victim to plague or hunger, their
bodies left to rot.”

The young boy who refused to become a
powerful soldier fought a bigger war, armed only
with deep faith, compassion and determination to
answer God’s call. Aloysius stepped into the battle
against an enemy impossible to identify until it
pulsed with fever and destruction, indiscriminately
killing Romans.

Aloysius tended to patients, washing and
feeding them. One day he lifted a man out of his
bed and cared for him, then put the man back in
his hospital bed. The patient was infected with the
plague and soon Aloysius fell ill, too. He struggled
with feverish pain and coughing.

For three months he remained bedridden,
sometimes appearing stronger. Through his
prayers, he believed that he would die on the Feast
of Corpus Christi, June 21. He struggled to say
“Jesus”, as he took his last breath at the age of 23
on June 21, 1591.

Aloysius’ remains rest at St. Ignazio Church
in Rome in the Lancellotti Chapel, and each year
Gonzaga family members visit the chapel on June
21 to honor him.

Pope Paul V beatified Aloysius Gonzaga
(step one to sainthood) in 1605 and Pope Benedict
XIII canonized him (official sainthood) in 1726.
He was named as a saint of youth, of plague victims
and the people who care for them.

“Finding God in a beautiful sunset or the
warm smile of aloved one is fairly easy”.To discover
God in festering wounds and disease is much
harder. St. Aloysius Gonzaga, despite his youth,
has taught us to search out God in those who need
our help and care. He has taught us to look beyond
the external and into the heart and spirit of our
fellow humans, where we will find God’s love is
alive in everyone.
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Through his footprints -
NS Pev. Geevanghese (an Titndtheos

¢ ‘Be yourselves like living stone, built upon
him, a spiritual house, a holy priesthood, so as to
offer up spiritual sacrifices, acceptable to God
through Jesus Christ” (1 Peter 2:5). And it has been
always like this, following each and every step as
said by our Father, to fulfill the life that was given
to him. The steps he took to be with the poor and
needy, made him to be the man whose life can be
pointed as flawless and enhanced himself to arole
model to many lives. All these honor and
adornment belongs to none other than His
Excellency Most Rev. Geevarghese Mar
Timotheos. Walking through his path over and over
will always be a refinement to one’s life.

Riya Ros Abraham

MCYM Unit President
St. Mary’s Malankara Catholic Church,
Amayannoor

Geevarghese Mar Timotheos was born on a
Friday of February 2™ in 1928 as the eldest to the
couple Rev. Fr. Jacob Chundevalel and Mrs.
Annamma of the Chundevalel family in a small
village called Amayannoor in Kottayam District.
Being born to a Christian family, the child was
taken to St. Mary’s Jacobite Church, Amayannoor
and was baptized in the name ‘Varkey’ and was
given the name ‘George’. His parents called him
‘Sunny’ and he grew up with accordance to the
verse of Luke 2:52 which points out how Jesus
increased in wisdom and stature and in favour with
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God and man. Sr. Apollonia SIC, Fr. John
Chundevalel, Sr. Jain SIC, Mr. Joy Chundevalel,
Dr. Shoshamma Francis were his siblings with
whom he grew up. The life he had with all his five
siblings is always said to be one that of a blessed
life gifted by the Heavenly Father.

George’s schooling was done in St. Mary’s
High School, Kidangoor, Kottayam where he
completed his 10" grade. In 1940, Rev. Fr.
Abraham Marett (Senior) reunited Rev. Fr. Jacob
Chundevalel and his family to the Malankara
Catholic Church. Right after the completion of his
high school days, George understood and found
out that his life is meant to be a servant of God,
fullfilling all His commandments and working for
the enrichment of the spiritual realm of the God’s
people. This realization occurred to Georgekutty
when he met His Excellency Most Rev. Joseph
Mar Severios, who came for the blessing of
George’s mother parish St. Mary’s Malankara
Catholic Church, Amayannoor. Talking and
spending time with Bishop Mar Severios made
Georgekutty realize the fruitful life of being
someone very close to God.

Following the realization and understanding
that he had about priesthood and with the blessings
of Bishop Mar Severios, George joined the Infant
Mary’s Minor Seminary in Thiruvallain 1943. He
always found himself, spending time in the Chapel
of the seminary after the daily Holy Mass, praying
and reciting the Rosary. He became more attached
to Mother Mary and made Her his first point of
contact for all his happiness and sadness.

Right after the World War I1, Brother George
joined the Major Seminary in 1945. Later he
became the President of the Latin Academy of the
Seminary. After eight years of studies of
Philosophy and Theology in Kandy Seminary in
Ceylon (the present Sri Lanka), coming to the
fulfillment of his vision and dream, Brother
George was ordained as a priest by Bishop Glenin
at the same Seminary where he completed his
studies on 24™ August 1953. In the same year, Fr.
George Chundevalel came back to Thiruvalla,

Kerala on December and was appointed as the
vicar of Kothamangalam and Nellimattom
parishes belonging to the Eparchy of Muvattu
puzha for six months. After getting relieved from
his first appointment as a vicar, Fr. George came
back to St. Mary’s Malankara Catholic Church,
Amayannoor, his mother parish as assistant vicar
to his father Rev. Fr. Jacob Chundevalel and did
his services.

While going through his days as a priest, in
1967, Fr. George was appointed as the Rector of
the Minor Seminary. During the days in 1963,
where he was performing his duties as the vicar,
he was sent to the Gregorian University in Rome
for higher studies. There he graduated with the
certificate of Masters in Spiritual Theology and
came back in 1967. He was always praised and
admired for his level of knowledge in different
areas and for his increased love for God and always
chose the path that was right and justified in front
of God.
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In the month of June in 1980, Fr. George
was appointed as the vicar of St. John’s Cathedral
in Thiruvalla. While he was serving his duty as a
vicar there, he took the initiative of constructing
the beautiful St. John’s Auditorium. Along with
this, a number of other initiatives was taken acco
rding to the plans of Fr. George such as the creation
of the church’s Holy Cross made of stone, concrete
sepulchre with forty blocks in the church’s
cemetery, construction of presbytery and so on.
These are only some of the major services that he
had done for the church and it’s people among the
numerous other works. He always tried to stay with
the people and always upheld a tending character
to the people whoever was in need. On February
16" 1984, Msgr. George Chundevalel was
designated as the Vicar General of Thiruvalla
Archdiocese.

The next and the most crucial life of his
priesthood happened in 1988 May 19, After the
death of Bishop Isaac Mar Yoohanon in March
1987, he was elected as the administrator of the
diocese and was offered to the Vatican as a
candidate for the episcopal office. It was a
Thursday and the Malankara Church received a
declaration from Pope St. John Paul II that Msgr.
George Chundevalel was then being appointed as

Bishop of the Thiruvalla
Archdiocese and that the
nomination was approved.
This was a major step in his
life where the showers of
blessings from the Almighty
was visible so transparently.
Following this declaration
from the Pope, on June 26"
1988, standing stern in his
mother parish St. Mary’s
Malankara Catholic Church,
Amayannoor, Msgr. George
Chundevalel was given the
title Ramban by the then
Archbishop Most. Rev.
Benedict Mar Gregorios in
the midst of the most sacred
and divine prayers. In the same year, on August
6" he was given the Bishop title under the rites
superintended by Rev. Benedict Mar Gregorios
OIC who was the Archbishop of Trivandrum, at
St. John’s Cathedral Thiruvalla. His principal co-
consecrators were Bishop Cyril Mar Baselios OIC
and Bishop Paulos Mar Philoxinos. Receiving the
name Geevarghese Mar Timotheos, he was
appointed as the fifth Bishop of Archdiocese of
Thiruvalla on the same day. He also started to live
with atmost respect to his motto, the bible phrase
- “At thy word I will let down the net.”

After being named as the fifth Bishop of the
Archdiocese of Thiruvalla, not only he did many
services to the people as a servant of God but also
worked and prayed for the development of the
Malankara Catholic Church throughout. Being
known for his kind and pleasant gesture also with
his avuncular personality towards both his fellow
priests and the people around him, he was always
a first point of contact to many needy people.
Moving forward in both ways - worldly and
spiritually, he never forgot to stay at the foot of
Mother Mary who guided and blessed him a lot.
He ordained nine priests in 1996 April 9 who were
eager to follow the footsteps of Lord during his
time.Archbishop Mar Timotheos was the principal
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consecrator of Archbishop Thomas Mar Koorilos
in 1997 July 17" who was appointed as the
auxiliary bishop. Archbishop Mar Timotheos was
also the principal co-consecrator of Bishop
Geevarghese Mar Divannasios in 1997, Bishop
Yoohanon Mar Chrysostom in 1998, Bishop
Joshua Mar Ignathios in 1998 and Cardinal
Archbishop Baselios Cleemis in 2001.

Archbishop Mar Timotheos was appointed
as the Secretary of KCBC from 1993 to 1996. He
was also appointed as the Vice President of CBCI
from 1994 to 2000. Coming to reason on why he
was always known as a person who always stood
for the needy was because of an incident that took
place in the year 1997. It was a time when the Dalits
in Christian Community were facing major
consequences and sufferings due to the neglection
towards their need of basic necessities for living a
life. When this problem was found out by Mar
Timotheos, he never hesitated to get down to them
and fight with them. As a result, Bishop Mar
Timotheos was arrested for conducting a strike for
the same cause in front of the Parliament
Building.It was one of the events that occurred in
his life which still remains unforgettable in the
minds of the people who looked to him. This event
was something that showed how he cared and
respected the life given by God and how he is ready
to fight for it in the name of Lord.

The time of his office as the Bishop of
Thiruvalla is often referred to as the “Golden
Period” of Thiruvalla in terms of both material
and spiritual growth. It was a time when the
Malankara Catholic Church was in its first growth
stage and a time where it needed so much
nourishment. Understanding all the needs and
requirements for it’s exponential growth, Mar
Timotheos worked many sleepless nights to achieve
his goals towards the same. Turning the Pushpagiri
Hospital to a Medical College was one of his major
works. He also established many old age homes,
hospitals and schools in the district of Kottayam,
Pathanamthitta and Idukki.

In 2003 March 29, he retired from his official
duties and was given the title of Bishop Emeritus

7

of Thiruvalla. During his rest days, he stayed at
Snehasadanam, Pallimala in Thiruvalla. After
wards his health condition started worsening that
made his stay to be shifted to Pushpagiri Hospital,
Thiruvalla for more tending towards his health.
Towards his last years, his health had worsened
and he was called to eternal rest on 4™ June 2019.
He was aged 91 years at the time of his death. His
mortal body is entombed in St. John’s Cathedral,
Thiruvalla.

As a son, as a brother and as a shepherd for
the people, he was always one’s admiration and
inspiration at different times. He was the owner
of a soul who had no regrets in lending his helping
hand to the people who was in need, and always
had that heart-calming smile which illuminated
his happy and blessed soul. Upholding all the
values of a priest, he showed how to handle the
matters according to His wishes. He led a
remarkable 66 years of priesthood and 31 years of
being a bishop which in itself is an unclouded
blessing of God Almighty. Let his prayers to our
Heavenly Father, staying beside Him, be leading
us forward and let it be our protection from all
misdeeds.
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