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Christmas is the season for lucrative business
for some. For others, Christmas is a time to
exchange gifts, prove their culinary skills, spend
quiet time with family time, or to sing carols and
celebrate. For the philanthropists, this is an
occasion to exhibit one's generosity. But, in reality
Christmas is neither about gifts nor about the cakes
we bake.

What then is Christmas?

What is it about Christmas that | would want my
friend or neighbor to remember most? This thought
came to mind when the Editor of this magazine
requested me for an article for the December issue
of AIKYADEEPAM.

To put it simply, Christmas is a celebration of the
birth of Jesus. Christmas is remembering with
gratitude God's Greatest Gift to mankind in the
Person of Jesus. He is a gift indescribable, so great
and so precious, for the following reasons ...
1.ITIS UNASKED and UNEXPECTED: Most times
when someone in the family wants to gift us
something we can probably anticipate what the gift
will be. There could be certain occasions where a
giftis expected to be given or received. But the birth

Mrs. Starla Luke

of God's only begotten Son, Jesus, was not
something anyone ever expected. God sent His
Son, Jesus, to this earth as the most unexpected
gift. Jesus, after His birth, was laid in a manger - not
a place anyone expected the new born King of kings
and the Savior of the world to be seen.

Jesus birth was announced to the most unlikely
people - the shepherds; and by the most
unexpected means - the angels! Although born of a
woman, Jesus was birthed in a Virgin - unheard of
until then or thereafter. Mary never imagined, until
the angel of God appeared to her, that she would be
mother to the Savior of the world.

Jesus was born at a time when nobody was seeking
a Savior.. Romans 3:11 reads, "There is none who
understands, there is none who seeks for God." And
from this scripture it is obvious that mankind did not
have the understanding about sin or a Saviour. It
was at such a time that God sent His Son to this
earth. None recognised Jesus as the Messiah. He
was rejected - to the point of being crucified. What

24 & GDnG)GBbjG‘InJo auflavoeni@ 2018




an unexpected manner for the Saviour of the world
to be born!.

2.IT IS UNDESERVED: During any occasion, gifts
are given to those who mean something to us.
Sometimes the gifts are reciprocal. At other times
they are in appreciation of kindness shown. In most
circumstances, we give a gift to those we think
deserveitfromus.

But, the uniqueness of this great GIFT in the
form of Jesus is that He was bestowed upon us
when we least deserved it. We who disregarded
Him, crucified Him and were identified as His
enemies - became the recipients of His immense
love. Jesus was not just born on this earth but He
also was given up to die on the Cross for us, thereby
giving us a new life in Christ. Romans 5:8 says, "But
God demonstrates His own love towards us, while
we were yet sinners, Christ died for us". God
allowed us to enjoy the love of Jesus while were still
sinners!

The gift of life through Jesus comes to all. The
Bible says, "God is no respecter of persons". When
He granted His Son - it was as a sacrifice for ALL
mankind. He has no favorites. He has no special
corner for the wealthy or high ranking people. He is
equally concerned about the pauper as much as the
prince.

"And she will bring forth a Son, and you shall call
His name JESUS, for He will save His people from
their sins". Matthew 1:21 This is the promise of God
for all of mankind. This includes me. How must |
respond? All | have to do is to humble my spirit and
open my heart to the birth of the Anointed One. He
will bring into my life salvation and peace - because
only He only as the True Savior can do that.
3.IT IS FREE: We do not pay for this. Nor is there
anything we can do to earn this great GIFT. Once, a
writer wanted to give away 'free’ copies of his book.
He made an announcement explaining why he
wrote the book and how much he wanted people to
read it. He said, "l want you gift you all a copy of my
book.". Everyone was excited. After a pause he
said, "However, you may feel free to give a donation
of Rs. 100/- each." This is how the world often gives
'gifts'- for a fee! Once a giftis paid for, itis no longer a
gift.

Although the giftis free for the receiver, the giver
pays a price. God sent Jesus to the earth by paying
the price Himself - sacrificing His sinless Son for
sinfulman. We only need to receive Jesus. Romans
6:23 (ESV)reads, "For the wages of sin is death, but
the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our
Lord." Neither works or deeds can purchase the gift
of salvation that comes to us in the form of the
Savior. Paul gratefully acknowledges Jesus Christ
as the only means to salvation when he says,
"Thanks be to God for His indescribable gift".

We would confidently accept a gift from

someone well known or loved by us, because we
know the giver is well-intentioned. However, we
would hesitate to accept a gift from someone we did
not trust. We accept the gift because we accept the
giver. Likewise, when we accept Jesus as God's gift
for us, we are in reality accepting God's plan of
salvation for us. The greatest gift you and | can
receive is the gift of salvation - given to us through
the birth, death and resurrection of Jesus.
Ephesians 2:8 "God saved you by His grace when
you believed. And you can't take credit for this; itis a
giftfrom God." Now is the time to accept this gift.
4. IT IS ETERNAL: There are a few gifts that |
cherish because | have received them from people |
value and love. However, the best of gifts last only a
few years. Our interest in the gift may not last
beyond a few months. Sometimes the most
expensive gift can become trash or obsolete after a
while. Every gift given or received while on earth is
temporal. Rarely some may last a lifetime. One of
the most precious earthly gifts is the gift of
relationships or friendships - as precious as it is,
even they last only until our death.

But God decided in His heart to gift us eternal

life. A life beyond this earthly one. It was not an
afterthought. It was intentional, despite knowing
man was unworthy, ungrateful and full of sin. Yet, He
chose to present us with Jesus. The Presence of
Jesus brings newness of life day after day. 2
Corinthians 5:17 says," Therefore, if anyone is in
Christ, he is a new creation. The old has passed
away; behold, the new has come."
Enjoying life in Christ makes us recipients of His
abundant grace, new compassion each day,
unlimited faithfulness and forgiveness - all of these
become ours the moment we receive Jesus. This is
our 'Christmas'! The true Christmas experience is
accepting God's greatest gift, Jesus, through faith.
We then allow Jesus to work in us and live for His
glory and praise. We experience not only Christ's
love but also His forgiveness.

John 6:40 says, "For this is the will of My Father,
that everyone who beholds the Son and believes in
Him will have eternal life, and | Myself will raise him
up on the last day." Believing in Christ makes us
righteous participants in eternal life with Him.

Dear reader, can we appropriate eternal life
through Jesus by confessing our sins before our
Holy God. When we do that, Romans 10:13 says,
"Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be
saved" - this is God's Unchanging Word. Once we
have received Jesus into our lives, we must live a life
fully committed to obeying His Word.

This Christmas, are you going to be satisfied
with a few presents or will you allow the Presence of
Jesus tofill your heartand home? °
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THE SEAGULL
IN THE SKIES

She saw a beautiful orb of the daintiest blue,
a world out of worlds, among the stars of
the all consuming obscurity.

The skies, itsglazing tumultuous rays or its
beautiful darkness had arrested the thoughts of men
for eternity and we had weaved stories surmising what
laid beyond the orb that hides us. Not many long ago
we had raised ourselves to the skies fathoming the
subtleties of the heavens.

One woman in a small village of the erstwhile
Soviet Russia adored the skies. Fierce and strong she
conquered it young. Valentina Tereshkova dreamt of
flying high. At a very young age she was fascinated by
parachuting and learnt skydiving at a local Aero club.
She took her first jump at the age of 21. Overcome by
dire circumstances she had left school at the age of 16
to support her family. Having parted with her father
during the war when she was two, her mother became
the sole supporter to her and her two siblings. In the
trying times she paced doing a list of odd jobs, her only
respite being hertimes in the air.

When applications were called up for women
volunteers to traverse the cosmos ,she couldn't resist.
Inspired by Yuri Gagarin the first man in space she
applied for the venture. By a random streak of fortune,
despite her exiguity in aeronautics she was awarded a
position in the space program along with four others.
The next eighteen months Tereshkova underwent
arigorous course of training and numerous tests. She
tackled every one of them obstinately with undaunted
grit.

On the fine morning of 16 June 1963, she and her
backupSolovyova were both dressed in spacesuits
and taken to the launch pad by bus. After a two-hour
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countdown, Vostok 6launched faultlessly into the
heavens and Tereshkova became the first woman to
embellish the skies. From the skies that day we heard
a pleasurable squeal of a seagull exclaim ,“ | see the
horizon. Alight blue, a beautiful band. This is the earth.”

Nicknamed “chaika”, seagull, her beaming
impression appeared on European and Soviet TV
while a pencil and logbook surfed the space round her.
Her spacecraft Vostok VI orbited the earth 48 times and
she spentalmost three days in space.

Back home she was ordained a hero, valorous and
gallant. On June 22 at the Kremlin she was decorated
with the Order of Lenin and the Gold Star Medal.
Hailing from a proletariat and humble background she
was overnight equated as a symbol of feminine
liberation from the ties of the old. Her legacy has
remained a burning beacon for countless admirers of
the glittering wonders of the night even today half a
century after her maiden venture.

On her seventieth birthday, she expressed her final
wish to conquer Mars even if it is a one way trip. Her
undying devotion for her true love remains brightin her
,enlightening numerous hearts that dares to tread the
path unfrequented.

Word Intake

Vostok VI-Vostok 6 (Russian: Boctok-6, Orient 6 or
East 6) was the first human spaceflight to carry a
woman, cosmonaut Valentina Tereshkova, into space.

Chaika- The callsign of Valentina Tereshkova literally
meaning seagull Y
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The 2011 census indicated that India is home
to almost 19% of the world's children. More than one
third of India's population is below the age of 18
years. The first piece of law in India which made an
attempt to cater to children within the criminal justice
system was the 'Apprentice Act' of 1850, which
empowered the criminal courts to give some
concession to convicted children in the age group of
10-18 by providing them with vocational training for
their rehabilitation. Later on, the 'Reformatories
Schools Act' in 1897 separated, for the first time,
children from adults in the criminal justice system.
Subsequently, following the recommendations of
the Indian Jails Committee 1919-1920, the Madras
Children Act 1920 was introduced. Later on, a series
of provincial legislations like the Bengal Children Act
1922 and the Bombay Children Act 1924 came into
being, heralding the beginning of the juvenile
justice system in India. A Central enactment, called
the 'Children Act' was also passed in 1960 which
was applicable only to Union Territories.
Subsequently, to bring in uniformity to the juvenile
justice system, the 'Juvenile Justice Act' 1986,
applicable uniformly across the country, was
enacted.

Recognizing the fact that children require extra
care and protection for their development, in 1989,
the United Nations General Assembly adopted the
'‘Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC)',
which was ratified by India in 1992. In order to
comply with the provisions of UNCRC, the 'Juvenile
Justice Act' 1986 was amended and reenacted as
the Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection of
Children) Act in 2000. Subsequently, the Act was
amended many times, latest being in 2015. The
juvenile justice system in India today is governed by
this important piece of legislation which classifies
children into two categories, namely, 'Juveniles in
Conflict with Law' and 'Children in Need of Care and
Protection (CINCAP)'".

The JJ Act defines any child who is found
without a home or settled place of stay and without

Dr. JOHN MENACHERY
Prof-Principal

Matru Sewa Sangh Institute of Social Work
Nagpur

any apparent means to lead a life as CINCAP. It also
includes such children who reside with a person
who is likely to cause harm to them. The following
ten categories of children fall under CINCAP: 1.
Mentally or physically challenged/ill children or
children suffering from terminal or incurable
diseases having no one to support them; 2. Children
whose parent or guardian is unfit or incapacitated to
exercise control over the child; 3. Orphan children or
children whose parents are unwilling to take care of
them; 4. Abandoned & surrendered children; 5.
Missing or runaway children whose parents cannot
be found; 6. Children who are abused, sexually
abused or are likely to be abused; 7. Children who
are forced to do illegal acts; 8. Children who are
substance abusers or who are vulnerable and likely
to be inducted into substance abuse; 9. Children
who are likely to be abused for unreasonable gains;
and 10. Children who are victimized by armed
conflict or natural calamity. The decision making
apparatus for 'Children in Need of Care and
Protection' is called the 'Child Welfare Committee
(CWC)', which is the final authority to dispose of
cases for the care, protection, treatment,
development and rehabilitation of children as well
as to provide for their basic needs and protection of
their human rights. CINCAP may be produced
before the CWC by any person, like a Police Officer,
a Child Welfare Officer, CHILDLINE 1098, NGO
representative, or any citizen, or the child himself/
herself.

To provide institutional care for children and
juveniles under the juvenile justice system the State
Government is required to establish and maintain
the following four types of institutions: 1.
Observation Homes, 2. Special Homes, 3.
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Children's Homes, and 4. Shelter Homes/ 'drop-in-
centres'. In addition, 'Fit Institutions' run by voluntary
organizations are also recognized. All such
Institutions are required to be registered under the
JJ Act. A child who is treated as CINCAP may be
sent to a residential institution till suitable
rehabilitation is arranged. If no such rehabilitation is
possible, then the child will remain in the institution
till she/he attains the age of 18 years. It is an
established fact that institutionalization deprives the
child of many basic rights, including family
environment. It has also been observed that many
children in institutions are subjected to various
forms of exploitation within the institutions, including
sexual exploitation. On the whole, they are likely to
go through many negative experiences in such
large, depersonalized institutions and are also likely
to carry a fair degree of social stigma. Institutionali
zation is also an expensive proposition, as their
maintenance requires considerable financial and
human resources. Therefore institutionalization is
considered as the last option. Instead restoration of
a CINCAP to its biological family, or its adopted
parents, or foster parents is considered as the prime
objective of children's institutions today. In case of
abandoned children (infants), the police is required
to seek the assistance of an approved voluntary
organization or a social worker and arrange to
provide immediate medical assistance to the child.
The child is then to be shifted to a foundling home or
to the care of a fit person/fit institution after informing
the CWC, which subsequently has to take a decision
in the bestinterest of the child.

The JJ Act also provides for setting up of 'after
care facilities' for those children who are released
from institutions on their completion of 17 years of
age. Such after care organizations are expected to
take care of children after they leave institutions till
they attain the age of twenty years. However, in
reality there are very few such facilities in existence.

Another important protective feature of the JJ
Act is that it provides for punishments for 'Special
Offences' against children, such as: 1. Disclosure of
identity; 2. Cruelty against child; 3. Employment of
child for begging; 4. Giving intoxicating liquor or
narcotic drug; 5. Using a child for vending or
peddling, drugs; 6. Employing children for profit; 7.
Adoption without following procedures; 8. Sale or
procurement of children; 9. Corporal punishments;
10. Kidnapping; 11. Use of children by militant
groups; and 12. Offences on disabled children. All
these offences are cognizable and the offender
could be arrested without a warrant. The
punishment for such offences against children
attracts imprisonment for periods ranging from 6
months to three years and also fine.

As part of India's child protection policy, a new
piece of legislation called the 'Protection of Children
from Sexual Offences (POCSO) Act' has been
enacted in 2012. It is the first comprehensive law in
India to protect children from sex abuse. Prior to this
law, sexual offences against children could only be
prosecuted using IPC sections 375 against rape,

354 outraging the modesty of a woman, and 377
unnatural offences. However, due to numerous
loopholes in these provisions the IPC had failed in
protecting children against sexual abuse,
necessitating a more effective legislation. The
POCSO Act provides a robust legal framework
against child sex abuse.

Thousands of children go missing in India every
year. According to the National Crime Records
Bureau (NCRB), a total of 68,874, 60,443, and
63,407 children were reported missing during the
year 2014, 2015 and 2016 respectively. Many of
these missing children are feared to be victims of
child trafficking. To deal with this issue the Ministry of
Women and Child Development (WCD) has now
developed web portals, namely “TrackChild” and
“Khoya-Paya” in 2015 to track the missing children
(http://khoyapaya.gov.in). The TrackChild Portal is
implemented in association with various
stakeholders including Ministry of Home Affairs,
Ministry of Railways, State Governments/UT
Administrations, Child Welfare Committees,
Juvenile Justice Boards, National Legal Services
Authority, etc. and the “Khoya-Paya” has been
integrated as a citizen corner on TrackChild portal. It
is also now mandatory for police to register an FIR in
the case of a missing child. According to the WCD
Ministry, a total of 5427 children were tracked and
recovered on Khoya-Paya during June 2015 to July
2018.

One more initiative for child protection is a
telephone helpline for child protection which came
into existence for the first time in India in 1996.
Brand named as 'Childline 1098', this four digit
helpline, is envisaged as an emergency service for
children which reaches out to the caller when
necessary, and provide the required intervention
within the least possible time with the backup of a
well connected network of partner organizations.
Both voluntary sector organizations and academic
institutions collaborated to make this venture
possible with the active support of the Union and
State Governments in India, the Telecom Ministry
and the Corporate Sector. By 2015-2016, Childline
grew into a countrywide network of 670 partner
organizations and the service is now available to
children in 406 cities/districts across 29 states and
five Union Territories in India. In addition, the WCD
Ministry in collaboration with Ministry of Railways
has initiated the 'Railway Childline' to rescue and
rehabilitate children in difficult circumstances who
come in contact with the Railways. This service is
now available at 33 major railway stations.

With a view to further strengthen and monitor
child rights, the Government of India constituted the
'National Commission for Protection of Child Rights'
in 2007. Similarly, in every state, 'State
Commissions for Protection of Child Rights' have
also been established as the statutory body to
protect, promote and defend child rights. It is hoped
that with these multi pronged initiatives, protection
of childrenin India will not remain as a mere rhetoric.
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PANEL OF DOCTORS

«Dr George Varghese
(ProfessonHOD & Princlpal Pushpagin College
Of Dental Sciences)

«Dr Eapen Thomas
(Professor)

«Dr Akhilesh Prathap
[ Associote Professor)

«Dr Vinesh Udayakumar
(Reoder)
«Dr Nithin Prathap
(Assistant Professar)

«Dr Ravi Rajan
[Assistont Professor)

Advanced OPG and Lateral Cephalogram available

PRO: +91 9048 555 518
‘omis@pushpagiri.in

DEPARTMENT OF ORAL & MAXILLOFACIAL SURGERY
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HPAGIRI MEDICAL COLLEGE HOSPFITAL

Department of
ORAL & MAXILLOFACIAL
SURGERY

PUSHPAGIRI MEDICAL
COLLEGE HOSPITAL

alty Services Available

Ph: 0469 2700755

0ral Cancer Surgery
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Impacted Teeth Removal
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REMEMBRANCE

DECEMBER

Fr. Mathew Thengumthottam
Date of Demise: 02 December 1990

Fr. John Chundevalel
Date of Demise: 03 December 2002

Fr. Mathew Chittakat
Date of Demise: 08 December 1970

Fr. Thomas Padinjarekutt
Date of Demise: 13 December 1993

fr. Joseph Karakkalolickal
Date of Demise: 14 December 2003

Fr. James Thannickal
Date of Demise: 15 December 1992

Fr. Peter Ramanatt
Date of Demise: 18 December 1977

Fr. Jacoh Chundevalel
Date of Demise: 21 December 1980

Fr. Mathew Vayalil
Date of Demise: 26 December 2009

V. Rev. Simon D. Karott, Corepiscopo
Date of Demise: 30 December 1950
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