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Krupa Grace Mathew

In the deep recesses of the day, when darkness
enveloped the skies, she appeared bearing a bright
beacon of amenity, an air of tranquility. Neither
darkness nor weariness could hinder her
subtlesolitary stroll, tending to those who lay
broken before her.

Night have swallowed the world, the medical
officers and the nurses with her retired for the night. But
her eyes fail to find its rest, the war is raging outside
and sleep does not find her. With a lamp in her hand
Florence Nightingale makes her rounds gliding swiftly
between beds tending and easing the pain of the fallen
on the battlefield. No eyes greeted her sans gratitude
embedded in them. She was miles away from home
and yet when she first arrived she experienced only
horror at the detrimental conditions in which soldiers
were left to fight for their life. The sheer lack of medical
supplies, the lack of hygiene and higher incidence of
infection which is often fatal, induced her to strive for
change. She had appealed to the government,
implemented hygiene practicesand toiled
meticulously without distinction and she had
succeeded. The Crimean War named her the 'the
lady with the lamp.' And she had only begun.

Her dedication to humanity had

. come much earlier in life during one of her
.~ travels. Being of an intellectual disposition
~ . and possessing a deep lust from the
‘p‘-, unknown she had ventured out into the

"\ world seeking pleasures in new lands.
v-{ On her outing to Thebes, Egypt she

; g wrote of being "called to God", while a

week later near Cairo she wrote in
her diary "God called me in the
morning and asked me would | do
good for him alone without
reputation. Later in 1850, she
visited the Lutheran religious
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community at Kaiserswerth-am-Rhein in Germany,
where she observed Pastor Theodor Fliedner and the
deaconesses working for the sick and the deprived.
She regarded the experience as a turning point in her
life, the call she received tovolunteer as medical nurse
during the war.

Despite opposition, she refused to accede to the
traditional roles expected of her. Originating from the
better classes of society, her decision incited rebuke
and resentment from her all quarters.Yet she did not
falter. She worked hard to educate herselfin the art and
science of nursing, even in the face of opposition from
her family and the restrictive social code for affluent
young English women. Her success during the war is
testimony of her enormous will which had led to the
establishment of the Nightingale Fund in 1855 for
training nurses. The first trained Nightingale nurses
began work on 16 May 1865 at the Liverpool
Workhouse Infirmary.Thechange had already begun.

Florence transformed nursing. She had access to
people in high places and she used it to get things
done. She was stubborn, opinionated and forthright but
she had to be those things in order to achieve all that
she did.Apart from being an excellent nurse she also
had a literary inclination. She had often published her
opinions on women's rights and nursing. Her most
remarkable work was Notes on Nursing (1859). The

book served as the cornerstone of the curriculum at the
Nightingale School and other nursing schools, though
it was written specifically for the education of those
nursing at home. Her efforts bestowed her numerous
accolades and recognition. She turned the first
recipient of the Royal Red Cross and the first woman
to receive the Order of Merit. History goes on to call her
the mother of modern nursing profession.

She set an example of compassion, commitment
and diligence. Her exemplary services and creative
and pioneering spirit inspired many to trod her path
after her. The lamp she held gave warmth and rays of
hope during the darkest despair of the lives of
hundreds of soldiers. It is the very same lamp she had
shined at the face of the world flashing her ever radiant
smile, her touch a boon of compassion.And she still
lives in those who chose follow her, the eternal beacon

of hope.
o

Word Intake

Order of Merit-An order of merit recognising
distinguished service in the armed forces, science,
art, literature, or for the promotion of culture.
Crimean War - Was a military conflict fought from
October 1853 to February 1856[6] in which the
Russian Empire lost to an alliance of the Ottoman
Empire, France, Britain and Sardinia.
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“ MAKE A:DIFFERENGE T0.THE LIVES
OF PEOPLE ALL-ARDUND THE WORLD"

CAREER GPPORTUNITIES IN
DISASTER MANAGEMENT STUDIES

Disaster Management Studies is emerging
globally as a full-fledged academic discipline . Disaster
management professionals play a role in reducing the
impact of calamity. Careers in disaster management
are usually in government sector, jobs with emergency
services, law enforcement, local authorities, relief
agencies, Voluntary Organizations and international
agencies.Private sector careers are also available
while fulfilling their corporate social responsibilities.

In the international scenario a disaster
management professional typically work in in
emergency planning, crisis management, risk
analysis, emergency logistics, humanitarian
management.Management of disasters requires a
multidisciplinary approach . This would be building
requisite skills and capabilities adequate enough to
effectively deal with the whole cycle of disaster
management — prevention, mitigation, preparedness,
response, relief and rehabilitation.

A postgraduate qualification in Disaster
Management Studies subject prepares you for many

Jojo Mathew
Goonj , Kerala

different careers within the field.

Academic institutions offer Disaster Management
Courses

1. National Institute of Disaster Management (NIDM) ,

New Delhi

2. Jamsetji Tata School of Disaster Studies, Mumbai

3. Centre of Excellence in Disaster Mitigation and

Management, IIT Roorkee

4. Amity Institute of Disaster Management

5. Pondicherry University
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REMEMBRANCE

Fr Joseph Palackal
Date of Demise: 10 September 1940

Fr Joseph Ettumanoorkaran
Date of Demise: 26 September 1972

Fr Zacharias Vadakkethalackal
Date of Demise: 11 September 1979

SEPTEMBER

Fr Bernard Thomas Pandippally
Date of Demise: 07 August 1986

Msgr Mathew Nedungatt
Date of Demise: 16 September 1991

o

Joseph

Ayrookuzhy
Date of Demise: 26 September 1991

Fr

Fr Cherian Mylakatt
Date of Demise: 18 September 1992

(i

Fr Theophilos Paul Malayil
Date of Demise: 02 August 2000

Fr Joachim Nagancheril

Msgr Alexander Payyampallil

Fr Andrews Puthenparampil

Fr Mathew Chundamannil

Date of Demise: 18 September 2007

Date of Demise: 18 September 2009

Date of Demise: 18 September 2011

Date of Demise: 27 August 2013
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