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SYRO-MALANKARA CATHOLIC EPARCHY
IN THE USA AND CANADA

Rev. Fr. Jobin Thomas
New York

Introduction

By the providence of God, the Syro-
Malankara Catholic Eparchy in USA and
Canada was established on December 18, 2015
by Holy Father Pope Francis. This Eparchy is
the canonical continuation of the Syro-Malankara
Catholic Exarchate in USA, erected on July 14,
2010. This Eparchy belongs to the Major-
Archepiscopal sui iuris Syro-Malankara
Catholic Church, which has its origin from St.
Thomas the Apostle.

Origin & Development

Servant of God Archbishop Mar Ivanios
made the presence of the Syro-Malankara
Catholic Church felt in the various parts of the
world. His visit to the United States of America
in 1947 marked a remarkable event in the history
of the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church.

Immigration to USA and Canada was a
common phenomenon from 1960 onwards, and
subsequently, many Syro-Malankara Catholics
began to arrive in the USA and Canada. The
visits of the late Most Rev. Dr. Benedict Mar
Gregorios, the Metropolitan Archbishop of
Trivandrum to America inspired and initiated the

afdo. M. ad. MPMV" er13@BAI03
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scattered Malankarites in North America to
form an ecclesial community. Malankara
communities were formed in different cities of
the United States, particularly in New York in
1980, Philadelphia in 1982, Chicago in 1983 and
Dallas in 1991.

The official inauguration of the Syro-
Malankara Catholic Mission of North America
was on 25 August 1984 in a meeting held at
Fordham University, New York, led by His
Grace the Most Rev. Benedict Mar Gregorios.
His Eminence John Cardinal O’Connor,
Archbishop of New York, delivered the keynote
address at this inaugural meeting. Reverend
Father John Kalloor (Later Bishop Yoohanon
Mar Chrysostom) and Late Reverend Gheevargheese
Mannikarottu Cor-episcopa,served as pioneer
coordinators and contributed a lot for the
development of the Eparchy.

Along with the establishments in the USA,
the Malankara Missions developed in Canada
also. The first mission in Toronto was established
in 1986 with the initiative of Rev. Fr. Peter
Kochery. It was in 1997, Rev. Fr. Gigi Philip
was appointed specifically as the chaplain to the
Malankara Catholic Faithful in Toronto. Later
the missions in Edmonton (2010) in Calgary
(2014) in Vancouver (2016) and in London near
Toronto, (2018) were established in Canada
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On 18 June 2001, the Holy Father Pope
John Paul II appointed Rt. Rev. Msgr. Dr. Isaac
Thottunkal. He served the North American
Malankara Mission as Apostolic Visitator from
15 August 2001 to 2 October 2003. He was
followed by Bishop Joseph Mar Thomas as
Apostolic Visitator from19 February 2005 to 25
January 2010.

On 14 July 2010, the Holy Father Pope
Benedict XVI erected an Apostolic Exarchate
for the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church in the
United States of America and appointed Dr.
Thomas Mar Eusabius as the first Bishop of the
new Exarchate and Apostolic Visitator to
Canada and Europe The official inauguration
of the Exarchate in USA was held on 3 October
2010, at New York.

On December 18, 2015, His Holiness Pope
Francis elevated the Exarchate to the status of
an Eparchy and extended its territory to include
the region of Canada also. Bishop Thomas Mar
Fusebius was appointed the first bishop of the
Eparchy. On January 23, the new Eparchy was
officially inaugurated. In 2017, as Bishop
Thomas Mar Eusebius was transferred and
Bishop Philipose Mar Stephanos was appointed
as the second bishop of the Eparchy. The second
Bishop was installed on October 28, 2017.

Parishes & Missions

At present there are 15 parishes and 7
mission stations for the Malankara Catholic
Church in USA and Canada. Parishes: Elmont
(New York), Yonkers (New York), Rockland
County (New York), New Jersey, Philadelphia,
Washington, Detroit, Chicago, Miami, San Jose,
Houston and Dallas, Toronto (Canada), Calgary
(Canada), Edmonton (Canada). Missions in
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USA: Los Angeles, Phoenix and Atlanta,
Boston,Tampa (Florida); In Canada: London
and Vancouver.

Our Eparchy avail the services of the
Bethany Fathers,
Daughters of Mary. Of these congregations,

Bethany Sisters and
there are a total of 34 sisters rendering their
service in USA.

Ecclesial Life

Promotion and guarding of the faith are
done primarily through the parishes. Various
Apostolates such as the Malankara Catholic
Malankara Catholic Youth
Movement, the Fathers’ Forum, the Mothers’

Association,

Forum, the Sunday School Movement, etc. are
systematically organized.

The Eparchy is publishing a web bulletin
every two months with information about the
Eparchy and with articles of relevant themes.

The Eparchy has very cordial relationship
and collaboration with the Catholic Bishop
Conferences of the United States and Canada.
The Eparchial Bishop has membership in some
of its commissions. There are various
collaborative activities undertaken by the
Bishops of Eastern Catholic Dioceses in the
nation. The Eparchy is also involved in dialogue
and collaboration with the Non-Catholic Eastern
Bishops with a view of promoting ecumenism.
The lay faithful are engaged in various
ecumenical and cultural fellowships. The
Eparchy is involved in prayer for unity during
the week of the ‘Unity Octave’.

The Laity: Life and Apostolic Action

There are about 7,000 members in the
Eparchy. The parish communities are highly
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active. On an Eparchial level, for both USA and
Canada, Malankara Catholic Conventions once
in every three years are conducted. Besides,
Regional Family Conferences and Youth
Conferences are held on a national and regional
level with periodic intervals.

The Laity of the Eparchy have active role
in the planning of the Eparchy on different levels
such as finance, development, promotion of
culture and heritage, etc. Pastoral council
meetings are envisaged to be held at least two
times a year. Due to the extensiveness of our
Eparchy, we conduct teleconferences also.One
of the primary missions of the Malankara
Catholic Church is the promotion of Ecumenism.
The Faithful of the Eparchy live in proximity
with members of various non-Catholic Eastern
Churches.

Eparchial Maintenance & Development

The Eparchy is still in its infancy and strives
for sustenance and development. The Eparchy
acquired its Cathedral Church and the Chancery
building cum Bishop’s residence with great
sacrifices of the members of the community.
The chief source of income for the Eparchy is
a small monthly donation collected from our
families and parishes. The Clergy of the Eparchy
are presently paid by parishes that they are
serving. The priests who serve in small parish
communities or missions are maintained by the
income from their services as chaplains in
hospitals, or associate ministers in the Latin
parishes.

Already at the beginning of our mission in
USA, a legal entity, ‘The Malankara Catholic
Mission of North America Inc.” was registered
on 29 June 1984. This entity is transferred as
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Syro-Malankara Catholic Eparchy in USA and
Canada Inc. After the erection of the Eparchy,
an Eparchial Finance Council was formed which
also includes lay experts. The Eparchy does not
have the basic infrastructures, like minor
seminary, pastoral center, etc. We need to raise
a considerable amount of funds for the same
projects.

Pastoral Challenges

1. Adequate faith formation of children and
adults, faithfulness to the liturgy and tradition
of our Church, are of prime importance.

(]

. Pastoral care of the Family is one of the
prime concerns of the Eparchy. Although
Pastors keep best relationship with the
families through family visits and personal
guidance, our families need to be further
empowered & strengthened.

w

. Since arranged marriages are no more in
practice, and due to the special cultural
situations of North America, there are
growing incidents among young people to
enter into mixed marriages.

=

. Catholic parenting, care of the sick and
elderly parents demands great sacrifice from
the working people.

()]

. Higher studies are expensive and bank
credits impose a heavy burden on students
and families.

=)

. One of the biggest pastoral challenges of
the Eparchy is to guard the Faithful against
the threat of over secularization, especially
the youth and children.

2

. The Eparchy does not have adequate
vocations to priesthood and religious life
from North America.
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MCA Marthandam Diocese, in the month of January and February 2020 two Managing
committee meetings were conducted. Spiritual Director Rev. Fr. Josphinraj had participated
besides other members.

In March 2020 two Essay Competitions were conducted in connection with the
memorial day of first Bishop Rt.Rev. Lawrance Mar Ephream.

Though it is a pandemic lock down period the memorial day was celebrated on
08.04.2020 with limited number of M.C.A members by celebrating the Holy Mass by Our
Bishop Rt.Rev.Dr. Vincent Mar Paules at the Cathedral Church where his martal remains
are kept.

MCA Day was celebrated by hoisting MCA flag at the Bishop's House on 01.05.2020,
under the leadership of our Bishop. MCA Executive members participated and renewed
MCA Oath. As part of the celebrations a competition to write down the Parables of Jesus
was given. Nearly 80 families had taken part in the competitions.

During the Lockdown period MCA members helped the needy people with materials
and money.

In the month of November, December 2019 the Local Body elections were conducted
in Tamilnadu. One Panchayat Union (Block Panchayat) President, Three Village Panchayat
Presidents, one District Panchayat Counselor, two panchayat Vice Presidents and 19 Ward
Members, who are Malankara faithfuls are got elected. They are all honoured by MCA on
21.02.2020. Bishop Rt.Rev. Vincent Mar Paulos took part in the function. Mr. Paulraj,
Rev. Fr. Josephinraj, President, Mr. P. Rajendra Babu appreciated the sacrifice and
leaderships of elected members and the support of MCA in the diocese.

Jenifer, D/o. Jaysingh who has got 499/500, is selected for "KMRM moron Mar
Besalius Vidhya Sree-2020" Purashkar from the Diocese.
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1. 09-01-2020 : The MCA Diocesan Executive Meeting was held in Mar Ivanios B. Ed. College, Kunthoor.
In this meeting General Secretary presented the Report and committee passed it.

2. 12-01-2020 : The Diocesan Annual Assembly of the year 2019 was held in St. Mary's Cathedral Noojibalthila.
D. K. Regional and Diocesan General Secretaries presented the Report and Assembly passed it.

3. MCA Puttur Diocese has conducted an essay
competition on the topic 'Grace Filling Families'
for MCA members of the Diocese. In this competition
38 members participated. The cash prizes and
trophies were distributed by Most. Rev. Dr. Geevarghese
Mar Makkarios on 19-01-2020 at St. Mary's Cathedral
Noojibalthila.

' R A
4. 25-01-2020 : The central assembly and inaugural 3 .l =

ceremony of Silver Jubilee Year was held in Shreyas
Auditorium, Bethery. In this function along with spiritual
advisor Msgr. Rev. Dr. Eldho Puthenkandathil, 8 members participated.

5. 02-02-2020 : The catholic meet was held in Madanthyar School Ground. In this meet Laymen from
Belthangady, Puttur and Mangalore Diocese were participated. 200 MCA members were participated
from our Diocese.

6. 22-02-2020 : To co-ordinate the programmes of all the
associations and departments, the meeting was held under the
guidance of Bishop in Bishop's House. In this meeting Spiritual
Advisor, President and General Secretary were participated.

7. 06-03-2020 : In the CCK Annual Meeting which was held in
CROSS Bangalore, 6 members from our Diocese participated.

8. 05-06-2020 : In environment day celebration and webminar our managing committee members were
participated.

9. 19-08-2020 : Nearly 6 managing committee members were participated in the Google Meet of MCA
Central Committee.

10. 26-08-2020 : MCA Puttur Diocesan level Half Yearly Assembly was held in St. Pauls CBSE School
Kadaba. General Secretary Presented the report and committee passed it.

11. 29-08-2020 : MCA Central Assembly was held through Google Meet. Nearly 14 Managing Committee
members from our Diocese were participated and General Seceretary Presented the Half Yearly Report of MCA.

12. 12-09-2020 : In the Global Meet of Laymen nearly 22 MCA Members from our Diocese
participated.

13. MCA Diocesan Committee recomended the name of SSLC Topper Sanjana K. S. for KMRM Scholorship.

Thanking you,

MCA
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Annual Assembly and Athmaya Sangamam-2020

2"Annual Assembly and Athmaya Sangamam was inaugurated by HE Most Rev. Dr. Jacob Mar
Barnabas on Sunday 8" March, 2020 at St.Thomas Malankara Catholic Church, Bhopal wherein. 100+
Participants from Delhi, Raipur, Kerala, Ahmedabad, Baroda, Bhopal & Surat attended

Release of Action Plan for2020-21 of Central Committee, launch of the Help Desk of Gurgaon
Diocese & Central Committee and inauguration of the fund collection for Rev Fr John Berchmans
Memorial Community Hall to be built at Bilaspur Mission
were done during the event.

Mr Reji Thomas, President of MCA handed over
cheque for Rs 3 lakh as the first instalment for the Rev
Fr Berchmans Memorial Project to His Excellency.In
connection with Women’s Day, all women participants
were specially honoured.

Mr V.P Mammen, Member, MCA Central
Committee handing over cheque for Rev Fr Berchmans OIC Memorial Project at Bilaspur

COVID-19 - Help Project

Amount of Rs 5 lacs collected for

COVID-19 Help project from various sources.

Mobile phones, Tabs, Lap tops were given to 38

students in various States to pursue online

classes. Food kits, Onam Kkits etc were given

at various Units and with the funds collected, farming aids like lambs/goats/calves/chicks/hens, sewing
machines, xerox machines, petty shops, candle making unit etc were given in the mission areas of Odisha,
Tripura, Jharkhand, Bihar, Punjab and Chattisgarh for seeking permanent source of income and livelihood.

Mobile Phone distribution inaugurated by Sewing machine distribution by HE Most Rev. Dr.
Jacob Mar Barnabas. Rev Fr Jose Kuntharayil @ Palmgarh, Bilaspur

“Aboon T-20”- On line Quiz on Servant of God Mar Ivanios

MCA & MCYM of Odisha Region jointly organized an Online Quiz program on the life, mission,
theology and charism of Servant of God Mar Ivanios. More than 100 participants attended from India
and abroad

Athmaya Dhinam& Prayer Day

Sunday,3rd May,2020, was observed as Prayer Day forCOVID patients, deceased, healthcare workers
and administrators

In the peculiar situation prevailing this year, all members prayed together to seek heavenly intervention
of St Joseph in our church, homes and society onSt. Joseph’s day & MCA Day i.e., first Sunday of
May (3rd May, 2020)

12th May- International Nurses Day

MCA observed 12th May on which International Nurses Day falls as special day for prayers and
gratitude to nursing and healthcare fraternity.
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Greetings to all from MCA, the Diocese of St. Ephrem, Khadki-Pune.

The world is going through a tough time. The multiple impacts of Covid 19 have shattered the
world severely.

The Diocese of St. Ephrem, Khadki-Pune is spread over 6 states in India, which are severely
hit by Covid 19. Most of our Ecclesial Districts were/are Covidhot spots, which have made an
adverse impact on the church activities. Right from the beginning of the lockdown in mid of March,
2020, the Diocese at different level have organized various remarkable charity activities. Distribution
of food packets to needy at different parts of the Diocese, medical kits, financial assistance to our
own members and members outside of our community etc, are some of the goodwill works the
e ~ Diocese made during the pandemic
season.

(His Excellency Dr.Thomas Mar Anthonios
OIC, addresses people at Pune during food

packets distribution)

Parishes in our Diocese tries to fulfil the
- / spiritual, social and cultural obligations by

conducting regular virtual prayer meetings, Webinars, catechism, study classes, different types of
competitions etc.

Eparchy of St. Ephrem Khadki-Pune
HEARTY CONDOLENCE

PASTER VIJAY
Bapatla Mission, Andhra Pradesh
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