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Jesus

1

While they were there, the time came
for her to have her child, and she gave birth
to her firstborn son. She wrapped him in
swaddling clothes and laid him in a manger,
because there was no room for them in the
inn 4! (Dukes2Sgeislie Sempturel vense
portrays a picture of the main section of the
society’s attitude at Christ’s birth. Fear and
ignorance distanced themselves from the
Savior of the World. Their attitude of
rejection continued to His later life and is still
continuing in various forms in today’s world,
both religious and secular extremes.

Christ is rejected and persecuted. Real
stories of atrocities and violence against the
followers of Christ in different parts of the
world are far beyond news reports. The
countries most recently in the headlines for
the rise of the so-called Islamic State (IS) and
the Islamic group Boko Haram are among
the worst offenders. The global report of the
“Aid to the Church in Need” terms the rising
tide of anti-Christian persecution in several
parts of the world “catastrophic”, pointing
out that Christians remain the most
persecuted religious group. Most of the
Christians of Syria and Iraq - the cradle of
Eastern Christianity- have fled on the arrival
of extremists, who ordered Christians to
convert to Islam, pay a religious tax, or face
being killed. Similarly, victims of the
notorious blasphemy law in some other
countries are on the rise. As religious
fundamentalists act against Christ and
Christianity through violent means,
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developed countries challenge Christ and
His followers via extreme ways of secularism
and atheism.

In the Western world, Christ is
systematically expelled from the social arena
secularizing and commercializing many of
the seasonal traditions like Christmas.
Although Jesus is the reason for the season,
this group has diminished it merely to the
level of a holiday, in spite of the multi-billion
dollar profit they make in the name of Christ
directly or indirectly. As we watch closely, it
is clear how years ago; the nativity scene has
disappeared from public places. The image
of Santa Claus used to take prominence
until a few years ago. Recently, Santa Claus
is being replaced by a snow man. Even the
Christmas tree is also getting some odd
names like holiday tree, having no
connection with its original meaning.
Unfortunately, due to our wrong notion of
political correctness, many do not dare to
address it. Moreover, they do not realize how
much this “going with the flow attitude” can
endanger the faith-life of this and the
upcoming generation. “Take it for granted”
tendency is common among people until it
becomes a life threatening reality. Media
take advantage of this context, burying the
real stories, exaggerating the mere failure of
some people and paint a negative picture of
Christ and Christianity.

In the midst of all these circumstances,

Christ’s message gives us hope. From the
very beginning of His life on earth to this



very day, Christ experienced rejection and
it still continues. He is identified with the
persecuted, abandoned, and poor. His
poverty and simplicity from the manger to
the cross continues. Jesus was homeless by
today’s standards; He accepted the daily
hospitality of generous people. He did not
even get a chance to die lying on a flat
surface. He stretched His hands between
heaven and earth, dying on a cross, and was
buried in somebody else’s tomb. Jesus said,
“Foxes have dens and birds of the sky have
nests, but the Son of Man has nowhere to
rest his head” (Matthew 8: 20).

We also see various attitudes in the people
who followed Him. While some of them
publically rejected Jesus, others did so
silently. However, we also see in the crowd
some genuine followers of Christ, ready to
take up His cross, which Jesus even invites

us to do today. The challenge for us today is
to examine the commitment of our own
following Him. Let us profess our solidarity
with our persecuted brethren through,
prayer, sacrifice and charity.

It is important to take a substantial stand,

moving against the flow in this
commercialized world. A true disciple must
be able to say no to those products which
insult Christ by publicly rejecting His name.
We must be able to avoid Christmas
greetings cards without a Christmas
message. We must re-discover and re-
emphasize the meaning of Christmas, and
re-educate our people to observe the
preparatory season of Advent and the
Nativity of our Lord in a worthy manner.

Let evil not prevail due to our silence.
Jesus Christ is the “reason for the season!”
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A Sctool with a Vision and a Defferent Style

Affiliated to
CBSE New Delhi, Reg.N0.930738
www.marianpublicschool.org
email:marianpublicschool @ gmail.com
Ph:04868-212100.
Mob.8281855946, 9497327873

K.;Edmis.:-'.inn Started For The Year 2015-20116

(" Our features: R
Quality based education

Serene atmosphere

Well experienced teaching staff

Fully furnished reading room & library
Full — fledged Science & Computer labs
Smart class rooms

Co-Curricular Activities

Vehicle facilities

\ /

Hostel facilities for boys & girls under the guidance of Rev.Fathers &HolySpirit Sisters
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IN LOVING MEMORY OF

Al L

Annamma Thomas K.M Thomas
Died on 7-12-2014 Died on 23-4-2009
By

Thomas Varughese & Sophy Varughese. Kaniyarolil House, Thadiyoor

Printed and Published by Fr. Thomas Kodinattumkunnel, Published from Marygiri, Archbishop's House, Tiruvalla, Kerala
and Printed at Dona Press, Kottayam. Kerala, Chief Editor : Fr. Varghese Chamakalayil
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