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@IS la] 1888 @RV 11-0 allaIdCmMo 2IT®) 6&:05)0m). The docu-
ments connected with Mar Dionysius V: Letter of Mar Dionysius to the Pope on
August 11, 1888: in ACO.Scritti Riferiti nei Congressi Malabaresi 18/8-1888.£.2034-
2043v; the letter of Nidhiri: ibid. £.2047-2048. The question of the reunion of Mar
Dionysius V with the Catholic Church was elaborately discussed in a Ponenza of
Cardinal Isidoro Verga: in APF.(a.1888.)n.14 .Leonard Mellano, the Vicar Apos-
tolic of Verapoly had informed Rome of the manifest desire of the Jacobites to be
united to Rome: Hierarchia Carmelitana, Fasc.IV. Rome, 1939. p. 345-355. See
below.
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1. Report by Cardinal Isidoro Verga

1. Msgr. Leonard Mellano, Archbishop of Verapoly and Msgr.
Marceline Berardi Titular Bishop of Pario and Coadjutor Bishop of the
same, reported several times, especially in the last twenty years to
Propaganda, that among the Jacobite Syrians, especially among the clergy,
there is some tendency towards the Catholic Church and that some
priests had asked them several questions relating to the measures and
recommendations that the Holy See would take in the event of their
conversion. This trend of Union, also manifested by Mar Dionysius, the
Metropolitan of the Jacobites, has come accentuating during these last
few years and in 1885 that Prelate had an exchange of letters with Mgr.
Antonio Agliardi, Titular Archbishop of Caesarea and the former
Apostolic Delegate in the East Indies, from which transpire evidence
that does not doubt the desire to address this topic.

2. Propaganda, in the past not having complete information on
those heretics' and not feeling as yet reached maturity to deal with their
conversion, merely replied to questions of the Vicar Apostolic, stating
the general principles which the Holy See follows. However, following
the establishment of the Apostolic Delegation and the erection of the
Catholic Hierarchy in India?, and especially of the beneficial measures
taken by the Holy Father in favor of the Syrians with the Bull Quod
iampridem on May 20, 1887, thought it expedient to take advantage of

1. It was customary for the Westrern circles in those days to call the non-Roman
Churches, heretics and schismatics. But there is a new attitude with the Second
Vatican Council. Now the Catholic Church calls the Eastern Churches, Sister
Churches.

2. In 1886
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the enthusiasm that such acts of the Holy See had aroused in those
regions, and make use of the opportunity for the general conversion of
the new and old schismatics of Malabar, namely the Mellusians® and the
Jacobites. To this end a File was sent in January to the Apostolic Delegate
of India and the Apostolic Vicars of the Syrians. It contained the measures
to be taken for the eventual conversion of the Syrian Antony Tondinatt,
Coryphaeus of Mellusians*. It was already equipped with the necessary
and appropriate faculty for their reception.

Now the egregious P. Girolamo Maria of the Immaculate
Conception, Commissioner General of the Order of the Discalced
Carmelites and Consultant of the Sacred Congregation, on behalf of
His Eminence the Cardinal Prefect, has maturely studied the questions
raised by these prelates in order to have a better evaluation of the
Jacobites from his Report.

The same questions are subjected to the supreme judgment of the
Sacred Assembly®. It seems now the more appropriate time to deal with
this matter, as Mar Dionysus, in accordance with the announcement
that he had previously made to Mgr. Aiuti, visited him recently in
Ootacamund, as host of the same Apostolic Delegate, to deal directly
with him about his conversion and that of his followers, and expressed
his wishes, made his condition, such as the Bishops collect and sent
through the letter of Mgr. Aiuti and received in Propaganda, after which
the distinguished Consultant had already completed his Report. It is
therefore here to examine individual issues, and each will follow the
conclusion of the Consultant, and the ideas and conditions of Mar
Dionysius, where these have been expressed by him.

3. Mellus was a Chaldean Catholic Bishop, sent to Malabar by the Chaldean Catholic
Patriarch in West Asia. The Thomas Christians (Pazhayakoottukar) were looking
for a Syrian Bishop and many welcomed him. It brought about a division among
them. The Latin Prelates tried their best to send Mellus back to West Asia and they
succeeded . Those who followed him were called Mellusians.

4. Antony Thondanatt was a Pazhayakoor Priest who went to West Asia and was
ordained Bishop. He was supporting Mellus.

5. The meeting of the Cardinals.

190

Report about Pulikkottil Mar Dionysius

3. The Jacobites in the first place ask: If we convert to the Catholic
Church, will our baptism be recognized as valid?

To this question, the Consultant responds:

“l. Regarding the baptized, Instructions are given by S.R.U.for
the Inquisition on 20th November 1878 and 20th July 1859°

"2. As for those to be baptized in the future, the matter and form
until now used by the Jacobites, is to be examined, and establish for
their instruction essential and sure matter and proscribe the forms null
or dubious proposing the real to be used in the future”.

Mar Dionysius in conversation with Mgr. Aiuti has not raised the
issue of baptism. When asked the Archivist on this and the following
questions, he did not provide insignificant notices.

4. In the second place Jacobite priests ask whether the holy orders
which they have received will be recognized valid. - To this question the
Consultant responds as follows: May Mgr. Apostolic Delegate, or on his
behalf other prudent clergymen explore, whether the current Jacobite
Bishops of Malabar are validly consecrated, and whether they have
been conferred Orders according to the rite regarding the substance. If
it turns out that they have truly the Episcopal character, and who have
made the holy Ordinations, observing the essentials’ the answer to the
Jacobite priests who are going to be converted would be affirmative.
If certain Orders of some one of these above said Heads would appear
null or doubtful, a provision is to be made for validation, when those
concerned are truly deserving, are having exemplary conduct and
readiness for instruction and excellent attitude to the ministry. Even this
second question concerning the validity of Holy Orders of the Jacobite
clergy was not touched by Mar Dionysius.

5. Thirdly, the Jacobite priests ask whether after their conversion
they will be allowed to exercise their Orders, and maintain them in their

6. dentur Instructiones S. R. U. Inquisitionis 20 Novembris 1878 et 20 Iulii an. 1859.
7. servatis substantialibus

8. Affirmative, servatis legibus, conditionibus et cautelis expressis in Instructionibus
Clementis VIII et Benedicti XIV.
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offices as Pastors, Vicars etc. To this question the Consultant gives the
following answer: Affirmative, observing the laws, conditions and cautions
expressed in the Instructions of Clement VIII and Benedict XIV?.

Mar Dionysius, talking to Monsignor Aiuti, was not worried about
the future fate of the Jacobite priests, both with regard to the exercise of
their Sacred Orders and their stay in the offices that occupied at the
time of their conversion. His attention was limited to episcopate, and
asked whether the Holy See guarantees previously to the conversion
the following:

1. Retain their Hierarchy.

2. Maintain Mar Dionysius himself and his bishops who are going
to be converted with him in their respective offices.

About that, this Sacred Congregation remembers the rules already
given by Benedict XIV in the Constitution Eo Quamvis Tempore Ss 11
and 12, while it does not recognize the orders and the dignity from the
heretics and schismatics given to apostates®, and their conversion and
forbids them the exercise and the insignia. For what concerns those
born heretics or schismatics raised in ecclesiastical dignity, if they convert
with their people, the constant use is to allow them also jurisdiction over
the same.

6. In the 4th place Jacobite priests want to know that if they
entered into the bosom of the Catholic Church, will they be left with
their Syriac Rite, or will there be any change of Rite?. The Consultant
answered: affirmative to the first part, i.e., regarding the preservation
of the Syriac Rite; negative regarding the second part, in the sense of
change in the very Rite. And to my mind, this is the opinion'®. The
books and ritual practices of the Jacobites will be carefully examined by
the competent people to the extent it is necesary'!' for the necessary
and appropriate corrections and reforms .

9. Apostates are those who renounce the Faith. Catholic Church does not recognize
the Sacred Orders given to them by the non Catholic Bishops.

10. Affirmative ad primam partem, id est quod spectat ad conservationem Ritus Syriaci;
negative ad secundam, in sensu mutationum in ritu ipso. Et ad mentem mens est.

11. quatenus opus sit.
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Also Mar Dionysius asked whether it will be guaranteed that the
clergy and the people will be permitted to retain their own Rite .

7. In the 5th place Jacobite priests ask whether they will be
allowed to continue to consecrate the leavened bread. Response and
warning of the Consultant: Affirmative, excluding however, the mixing
of salt and oil 2.

Between Mar Dionysius and Msgr. Aiuti the issue of the special
subject of the Eucharist was not discussed

8. In the 6th place finally they ask, what will be prescribed about
the married Jacobite priests. To this question the Consultor offers the
following reply:

1. The present Jacobite priests who were married before the holy
orders, can live without disturbance!® together with their wives and
have all provisions of marriage, and they can continue in their ministry,
and their priestly offices.

2. The Jacobite priests who had married after Sacred Orders,
have to apply in individual cases and will be treated according to the
circumstances' .

3. For the candidates to be ordained in the future, not to be
compelled, but to be induced to celibacy'>. - Mar Dionysius asked
whether the Holy See will allow priests who were married at the time of
conversion, to continue to live with their wives; on the other hand
obligating naturally the celibates who are converted without marriage to
celibacy of course, as well as those who will become priests after
conversion.

9. Further Mar Dionysius demands that the Holy See should
guarantee in antecedence, the following two points, namely:

12. Affirmative, exclusa tamen mixtione salis et olei.

13. non inquietari

14. recurrendum pro singulis, et providebitur juxta adiuncta.
15. ad coelibatum non compellendi sed inducendi.
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1. The Holy See has to help Mar Dionysius and the other bishops
with a pecuniary annual allowance, as long as it is to be done in a stable
manner to their livelihood.

2. That by means of one or more religious institutions establish
Colleges and Seminary, which are capable to pull the people and clergy
from the terrible ignorance in which they are dormant, and which is the
root of all evil.

10. To pave the way for the greatest possible number of
conversions he asks to send a considerable number of Missals and
Breviaries (Week day Offices) in Syriac, printed from this Sacred
Congregation to be disseminated among the clergy, and some specimens
of the works of St. Ephraem to be put in some library, and in particular
in that of the Seminary; and it will be helpful for the professors. On
that appeal the Director of Printing has made known that 350 copies of
the Syriac Missal are available while there are only two copies of the
Breviary and he does not have the works of St. Ephraem. Furthermore
this Sacred Congregation knows that the Syriac Breviary with patriarchal
approval is in the course of printing by the Dominican priests of Mosul.
The work consists of 7 volumes, and already two of them have come to
light . The bishops will see whether it is appropriate to send 200 copies
of'the Missal to Msgr. Aiuti with the instruction to provide it gradually to
Mar Dionysius, and if it is appropriate, to encourage the release of said
Breviary, which goes slow because of the lack of means, and to purchase
some copies of the works of St. Ephraem. The old edition has become
very rare, which is found in Patrologia of Migne, although, in which
one can know, not in the Syriac.
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2. Summary by P. Girolamo Maria

P. Girolamo Maria of the Immaculate Conception, Commissioner
General of the Order of Discalced Carmelites (Rome, May 30, 1888)
puts his Report to the Propaganda on the measures to be taken for the
eventual conversion of the Syrian Jacobites of Malabar.

To his Excellency,

To correspond to the honorable task, which the Most Illustrious
Cardinal pleased to give me, I present my work about the Jacobites of
Malabar, who wish and hope for the conversion.

Brief historical information and statistics, which seemed necessary
to turn briefly to some of the most notable conversions of the Jacobites
in the past, complete list of demands proposed by the Jacobites of Malabar,
produced from various letters of the Latin prelates of Verapoly and finally
exposure of my humble opinion about each of them, here is the content
of'this humble work, that has the highest need of compassion of Reverend
Fathers and the Most Illustrious Cardinal and beg him and hope his
innate goodness and benevolent indulgence.

(a) Historical Background

1. At the General Council of Chalcedon'®, which has confirmed
the condemnation of Eutyches and pronounced sentence of deposition
against Dioscoros, not all had submitted themselves to it. Obedient
Catholics had the name of Melkites, as if to say they were like royalists;
the rebels then split off into various sects, among them the principal sect
was of the Jacobites. After some time, these rebels pretended to be the
disciples of St. James!” the Apostle, but against truth; having the
knowledge that their leader and teacher is one such Jacob of Syriac
nationality, a certain Burdana called by the Arabs, Zanzalo called by
the Syrians, sadly known for the hatred with which he considered the
Council of Chalcedon. He cursed Pope St. Leo, venerated Dioscoros,
the principal author of the errors committed in the Robber Synod of
Ephesus'®; and helped by some of his fanatic accomplices, he (Jacob)
disseminated the Monophysite heresy throughout the East; he ordained

16. In 451.
17. Alias Mar Jacob.
18. In 449, presided over by Dioscoros of Alexandria.
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mainly in Syria and Mesopotamia, a large number of bishops and deacons;
unfortunately he had many followers, so that the Jacobite sect was widely
spread not only in Syria and Mesopotamia but also in Persia, Arabia,
Egypt and Ethiopia.

2. In those regions there were Jacobite churches, clergy in large
numbers with Bishops, Metropolitans, Catholicos or Maphrian, and the
two Patriarchs of Antioch and Alexandria, among whom is divided the
jurisdiction. The Alexandrine Patriarch has his jurisdiction in Ethiopia,
the Thebaid and Egypt up to the borders of Palestine. The Antiochene
Patriarch has all the other eastern regions, and therefore also Malabar.
But how do the Jacobites penetrate to Malabar? Under what conditions
do they exist today? It is an important question, which paves the way to
deal with our subject.

3. Christianity of the East Indies, which derived its origin from the
preaching of St. Thomas, the Apostle, went decaying as a result of
persecution and upheaval. It is not necessary to describe it here. At the
beginning of the fifth century, not having anymore bishops and not even
Catholic priests, there was a general ignorance regarding the true faith
and the right discipline. Meanwhile, the heresy of Nestorius'® from the
East in 427 expanded dramatically, put its centre in Babylon. From
there Nestorian bishops and priests were sent to East India, to which
those people, abandoned and without education, were taken to the
Nestorian heresy. From that point onwards, the Malabar Christians
professed the errors of Nestorius as dogma, and adopted the Chaldean
Rite and liturgy as all other Nestorians of Mesopotamia, from which it
originated. It is true that Catholic missionaries realized it and made
proof of zeal for the return of these people to the true faith; nevertheless
the fact is that Nestorianism dominated in the East Indies until the year
1599, when the Archbishop of Goa Msgr. Alexis Dom Menezes of the
Order of St. Augustine, brought these people back to the bosom of the
Catholic Church through the famous Synod of Diamper®, closed in

19. The Christians in the Persian Empire did not take part in the Council of Ephesus
in 431, presided over by St.Cyril of Alexandria. It was a Synod of the Fathers in the
Roman Empire. The writings of Nestorius appeared for the first time only at the
time of Mar Aba the Patriarch in 553. Today the general understanding is that the
Church of the East does not hold the Nestorian heresy.

20. The missionaries propagated it and this was the Western understanding down
through the centuries after 1599. Now many have a different view regarding the
Synod of Diamper.
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June 26, 1599; he gave vigorous and providential order to that Christianity,
regenerating the truth and life.

4. After the memorable synod of Diamper, the Church of Syro
Malabar Catholics?! prospered in unity of faith and in the bond of peace
under the rule of four? distinguished Archbishops of the Society of Jesus,
succeeded one another from 1600 to 1653. The fourth, Monsignor
Francesco Garcia, laboriously ruled that Church for nineteen years when,
in 1653, the Malabar Christians rebelled against his authority and
proclaimed their Archdeacon Thomas as their bishop. Msgr. Garcia could
not hinder it, nor could constrain them by force. He had to retire and
died in Cochin in 1659.

5. Pope Alexander VII, wishing to make remedy for the serious
evils caused by the rebellion, sent in 1660 Bishop Joseph Maria Sebastiani,
a Discalced Carmelite, consecrated Bishop of Hierapolis to govern the
Church of Malabar. He vigorously repressed the audacity of pseudo
Bishop Thomas, reducing him to take flight. The Dutch stormed
Cranganore and Cochin in 1663, and forced Msgr. Joseph Sebastiani to
leave. He, however, before abandoning those people, using the apostolic
faculties conferred on him, consecrated the worthiest among the Indian
priests, Alexander de Campo® by name, with the title Bishop of Megara;
and this was the first native Malabarian, elected Bishop of those Catholics.
Nevertheless the schism did not end. The major part adhered to the real
part of the Malabar Bishop Alexander, and a group to the pseudo Bishop
Thomas.

6. It was then, in 1663%, that wily Antiochene Patriarch of the
Jacobites, residing in Babylon, drawing party schism and strife which
afflicted the Church of Malabar, sent beyond, the Jacobite Metropolitan
Gregory of Jerusalem; he strove to push the Christians of Malabar from

21. The Pazhayakoottukar.

22. Not four Jesuit Bishops but three: Bishops Roz, Britto and Garcia. Garcia is not
the fourth bishop, but the third bishop. But if one considers Menezes as the first
bishop, Garcia will be the fourth. However Menezes was not a Jesuit, but an
Augustinian.

23. Palliveettil Parampil Chandy Cathanar, Malankara Metrapolita, buried at
Kuravilangad.

24. Not in 1663, but in 1665.
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one error to another, from Nestorianism to Jacobitism. Gregory was
succeeded by the Maphrian Basil Andreos, and then another with the
passage of time, in such a way that from 1663 to the present day
continued to keep the number of bishops among the Malabar Jacobites,
who obey the clergy in good number; and they have considerable
population, infected with the error of Monophysitism and of all the
errors of the Jacobites. And this will serve to turn briefly the state in
which this sect is found today.

7. Jacobite Population: There is considerable number of Jacobites
in Malabar, especially in Travancore, Cochin and Quilon, but it is not
possible to have the exact statistics. In the Year book of Madras of
1876 the number of Jacobites ascends to 40,000, in 1879 to 350,000,
mixing manifestly the same name the Syrian Catholics and the Syrian
Jacobites. From 1885 to 1888, the Directory does not record the Jacobite
population. Msgr. Marceline Berardi, Discalced Carmelite, who has
extensive knowledge of Malabar, where he worked for 34 years, in his
written report in January 1883 states that the Jacobites in Malabar are
not less than 100,000 and this he repeats more or less in a letter of
January 15 of the current year.

8. Clergy: In 1883 there were in Malabar 9 Jacobite Bishops, but
without seats fixed in a particular town. Now it seems that there are
seven, namely the Metropolitan Mar Dionysius, who has under him five
other bishops and they are said to be dependent on the Antiochene
Jacobite Patriarch, resident in Mosul. There is then another bishop, Mar
Athanasius who lives in Kottayam; he is Jacobite, but much protestantized.
For many years they, Mar Dionysius and Mar Athanasius, have fought
in the courts for the possessions and money of the Jacobite community:
the first was victorious in the court of the first instance, the second
appealed, and has the favor of the Protestants.

The lower Jacobite clergy is very numerous in Malabar. The
disagreement between Mar Dionysius and Mar Athanasius draws a split
among the clergy, of which the majority adheres to the first, and a
fraction to the second, and this, in imitation of their boss, now seems
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more Protestant than Jacobite. The Jacobite priests of Malabar are
generally speaking married, although a certain number among them
observe celibacy. It would probably have been greater the number of
celibate priests, if their Antiochene Patriarch Peter 111 had not opposed
it; he went to Malabar or made a visit to his Jacobites, in fifteen years,
and having observed that many were ordained without marriage first,
strictly commanded that no one should be promoted to the diaconate or
priesthood until he had taken a wife. However Msgr. Marceline Berardi
through Msgr. Leonard Mellano, Archbishop of Verapoly relates in a
letter dated January 15 of the current year 1888, that Mar Dionysius
does not give any attention to that command; he declared that those
who want to observe chastity should be given the freedom; subsequently,
contrary to the injunction of Peter I1I, he permitted the same to two of
his priests who wanted to remain single; and one of them constituted
Superior of his Seminary® to give an example of chastity to young clerics;
and Msgr. Berardi added that some fearing the order of the Patriarch,
hesitate to embrace the priesthood, because they do not want to be
married priests.

9. Rite, and liturgy: The Rite of the Jacobites is Syrian, not the
Chaldean to which they declared it adverse. This is explained and
demonstrated in the first place of their origin. In fact, they come from
the Jacobites of Babylon (n.6) which are of the pure Syrian Rite, and not
of Chaldean Rite as the converted Nestorians of Malabar. In addition,
the current Jacobites of Malabar - Bishops, clergy and people - are still
under the jurisdiction of the Antiochene Jacobite Patriarch, resident in
Mesopotamia; and are opposed to the Nestorians of Malabar, who were
dependent on the Nestorian Patriarch, who is Chaldean, while the Jacobite
Patriarch is having the Syrian Rite. The attacks that are renewed from
time to time in Malabar by the Babylonian Chaldean heretics, aim at
influencing them and getting jurisdiction over them, not over the Jacobites
who are not of their Rite, but rather on the Malabar Chaldean Syrians
who before their conversion depended on the Babylonian Chaldean
Patriarch.

25. Reference is to Vattasseril Geevarghese Malpan, later Metropolitan Mar Dionysius
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Finally, the Synod of Diamper has openly said that the converted
Malabar Chaldeans were Nestorians, and had Chaldean liturgy. In fact
it declared to tolerate the Syriac codices, used by the converted
Malabarians, which were not corrected "as long as Our Lord the Pope
has not decreed what is oppportune to do, the Missals written in the
Chaldean language, earnestly and humbly requested by the Synod, was
not sent."?. So the adherents of the Synod, that is, the present Syrian
Catholics of Malabar were and are of the Chaldean Rite, while the
Jacobites are of the Syrian Rite, and have a different liturgy, Missal and
Breviary as the Maronites.

Their liturgy, as stated and demonstrated by Renaudot does not
differ from the Syrian Catholics. The liturgy of the Orthodox or Melkite
Syrians, and that of the Syrian Jacobites are not only written in the same
ancient Syriac language, but also agree almost entirely in form and
substance, so much so that it can be said that they are essentially one
and the same liturgy. They use the fermented bread as the Syrian
Catholics.

However, it is noteworthy that the Jacobite Patriarch of Antioch
John Bar Susan towards the middle of the eleventh century introduced a
novelty, that of mixing a pinch of salt to the fermented bread and a few
drops of oil. This practice caused fissures and opposition among the
Jacobites. This became a custom and lasts to this day among the Jacobites
of Mesopotamia and Malabar, as appears from recent report of Msgr.
Mellano, Archbishop of Verapoly, on January 15 of this year 1888.

It is also to be observed according to this report, that the Jacobite
faction, depending on Mar Athanasius altered the liturgy, and translated
it to the language of Malabar, omitting all the prayers regarding the
Blessed Virgin Mary and the Saints, as well as the prayers for the
deceased. And rather that it even gives rise to doubt whether there is
the Real Presence of Jesus Christ in the Eucharist.

26.Quamdiu Dominus Noster Papa quid agere oporteat non decreverit, aut Missalia
Chaldaice conscripta, prout instanter ac humillime Synodus supplicat, non miserit.
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10. Dogma: The authors do not agree in listing the dogmatic errors
of the Jacobites, nor is it necessary here to have a discussion on this
topic. All agree that the fundamental error common to all the Jacobite
factions is Monophysitism. "The Jacobites in general confess that there
is in Christ only one nature,one operation and one will"?”. According to
them, Jesus Christ was from two natures and not in two natures®. One
only nature, which is made up of the divinity and humanity, however,
without conversion, without confusion and without mingling. They do
not want to recognize in any way the Council of Chalcedon, they venerate
Dioscoros as a saint and they do not admit the Primacy of the Pope.

To these general errors of the Jacobites, different writers add
more or less others, but perhaps are not common to all, and dominated in
time, in places, in different categories.

(b) Conversions of the Jacobites in the past and current
dispositions in Malabar (prepared by P. Girolamo Maria)

11. From the important authors and from experience, it is clear
that the conversion of the Jacobites is very difficult because of their
unwillingness to abjure their errors. It needs, however, to distinguish
between individual conversions, general and particular. A number of
individuals are converted each year in different regions and also in
Malabar. There are examples in history for regional and general
conversions, although they are not always long-term successful
conversions. It is of great importance to evoke at least the principal
among these conversions, because from them appear what was the
practice of the Holy See; and it is useful to know for our case. Here are
some of the most notable in chronological order.

In the year 630: Witnessing the example of the Bishop Sahdona
who abjured heresy, and by the work of Emperor Heraclius, many
Jacobites of Assyria returned to the unity of the Catholic Church.

27. Jacobitae unicam naturam, unicam operationem, et unicam Christi voluntatem
communiter confitentur.

28. ex duabus naturis, non in duabus..
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In the Year 1237: Gregory IX welcomed with joy the news that
the Patriarch of the Oriental Jacobites, opening his eyes to the light of
true faith, had abjured the errors and made the profession of the Catholic
doctrine; but he did not persevere in it for long.

In the year 1247: Under Pope Innocent IV, the same Jacobite
Patriarch Mar Ignatius sent to the Holy See his profession of the Catholic
faith with the title, "The confession of the Venerable Ignatius, the Patriarch
of the Christians of the Oriental Jacobites for himself and for the people
who commissioned him" . The Patriarch Ignatius governed the Jacobites
from 1222 to 1253; and John Maphrian bar Madani, also sent an explicit
profession of faith to the Supreme Pontiff; later the Maphrian was
elevated to the Patriarchal dignity of his nation.

In the Year of 1340: Under Pope Benedict XII, the Council of
Nicosia in Cyprus celebrated by Archbishop Elias, also intervened the
Jacobites in which he for himself and his followers*® professed and
confessed fully and explicitly all Catholic truths, paid obedience to the
Supreme Pontiff, and promised to be obedient to him always and to be
subjected to him. He humbly requests that they be permitted to remain
in their rites, which are not contrary to faith?! .

In the year 1441: Under Pope Eugenius IV in the Ecumenical
Council of Florence the union of Jacobites to the Catholic Church was
effected and it stands out as a magnificent monument of the Decree
“Cantate Domino quoniam magnifice fecit’ (Sing to the Lord because
He did glorious deeds).

In the year of 1445: Again under Pope Eugenius IV, in Cyprus
the Jacobites professed the Catholic faith, and confirmed their union
with the Roman Church in front of Andrea, Archbishop of Colozca,
sent by the Supreme Pontiff, to bring to the Catholic unity all the heretics
and schismatics.

29. Confessio Venerabilis Patris Ignatii Patriarchae Christianorum orientalium qui
vocantur lacobitae pro se et pro populo suo sibi commisso.

30. pro se et suis subditis
31. Petentes humiliter quod eis liceret in suis ritibus fidei non contrariis permanere.
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12. What is mentioned above is sufficient here. In short, in all
the above conversions of the Jacobites, whether they happened in
Ecumenical Council, or in Particular Councils, or with the profession of
faith directly submitted to the Supreme Pontiffs the Holy Roman Church
held constantly the system to ensure the essence; to obtain the sincere
abjuration of heresy and schism, and each error against the Catholic
doctrine and morals; the rest is left as it is, not to trouble those who are
converted to God*? . Jacobite Bishops and priests are allowed to be in
their dignity and their ministries; are allowed to continue in their Syrian
Rite and to consecrate the leavened bread, and to follow the discipline
tolerated in the East about the married clergy.

13. Also recently the Jacobites of Malabar manifested several
times the desire to be converted. In March 1748 Mar Thomas del Campo
(Parampil Thomas), also called “Thomas Head of India”** directed a
letter to Pope Benedict XIV, expressing his desire of submission to the
Apostolic See; but it did not realize. From time to time others also
manifested the desire, but never effective, at least regarding the
conversion of the clergy and Jacobite people.

Since 1868, and more frequently from 1880 to the present day
Metropolitan Mar Dionysius** and some of his priests repeated with
insistence that they are disposed to reenter into the unity of the Catholic
Church. Are these dispositions sincere? The Latin prelates of Verapoly
do not doubt, and perhaps not without foundation. The Jacobites have
also become remediable as all other nations. So it should be hopeful, and
in any case it is always useful to prepare the necessary and appropriate
ground.

14. In anticipation of this much desired conversion, Msgr. Leonard
Mellano, Archbishop of Verapoly and his Coadjutor Msgr. Berardi in
repeated letters from 1868 to the present day to the Sacred Congregation
of Propaganda, ask for instructions and norms. The Sacred Congregation

32. non inquietari eos qui convertuntur ad Deum.
33. Reference is to Mar Thoma V of the Puthenkoottukar.
34. Reference is to Pulikkottil Mar Dionysius.
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in its answers merely set out the general principles relating to the topic.
But now Bishop Aiuti, the Apostolic Delegate of East Indies desired
broader and more redactor instructions. It should settle definitively and
practically the preliminary questions, proposed by the Bishops and the
Jacobite priests with their people, when they express the disposition to
convert. Their requests and issues are not related to dogma; this
presupposes that they are determined to renounce any error against
Catholic faith, doctrine and morality, and accept the profession of faith,
which the wisdom of the Holy See will propose to their confession and
subscription. The honorable task given to the extensor of this humble
work is restricted to the answering of the six questions previously made
by Malabar Jacobites, who affirm that they are disposed to enter into
Catholic unity; the questions which I collect are from the various letters
of Msgr. Mellano and Msgr. Berardi.

15. The Jacobites of Malabar ask therefore: If we convert to the
true Catholic Church,

1. Will our Baptism be recognised?

2. Will the Orders that we have received from Mar Dionysius be
held valid?

3. Will we be left in the exercise of our Orders, and also in the
offices of Vicars, Pastors etc.?

4. Will Our Syriac Rite be admitted, or will there be some changes?

5. Will we be permitted the use of fermented bread in the
consecration?

6. What will be determined about the married priests?
(c) Opinion about six Questions by P.Girolamo Maria
First question - Baptism

16. In the Synod of Diamper (Action IV. Decree. I) it is said:

"Since the Synod has discovered that in this diocese various
formulae for baptism had been introduced by the schismatic bishops or
by untrained and uneducated men, several of their formulae are invalid
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or of no efficacy in the performance of the sacrament and others truly
uncertain and doubtful etc..."%.

It is therefore not impossible that the Jacobites of Malabar
introduced some invalid or questionable formula. May be they propose
the question, if their baptism is valid, then why do they have doubts
about its validity in more than one case.

Therefore, the question of validity must be resolved after accurate
information taken at the place regarding the matter and form in which
the Jacobites conferred and confer Baptism. Practically the Instruction
of S. R. U. for we Inquisition on 20 November 1878 is known; and for
the abjuration the other instruction of the same Sacred Congregation of
July 20, 1859.

17. The first is worded as follows: “In the conversion of heretics
coming from any place or any sect, the validity of baptism received in
heresy should be examined. Make arrangement, therefore, for the
examination of individual cases; if found that it is invalid, shall be
absolutely baptized. But if, for the time, and by reasn of places (locorum
ratione) examined, and nothing detected for the validity or invalidity or
still likely doubt remains regarding the validity of baptism, then secretly
baptize conditionally. If established that it was valid, shall be accepted
as such with the profession of faith or abjuration”¢.

The second instruction is about the abjuration: There are three
methods of procedure in admitting the heretics:

35. Cum deprehenderit Synodus varias in hac Diocesi fuisse inductas formulas abluendi
Sacro fonte a Praesulibus Schismaticis aut ab hominibus rudibus et indoctis,
earumque formularum plures irritas esse ac nullius efficaciae in Sacramento
perficiendo, alias vero incertas ac dubias..” etc.

36. In conversione haereticorum a quocumgque loco, vel a quacumque secta venerint,
inquirendum de validitate Baptismi in haeresi suscepti. Instituto igitur in singulis
casibus examine, si compertum fuerit aut nullum aut nulliter collatum fuisse,
baptizandi erunt absolute. Si autem pro tempore, et locorum ratione, investigatione
peracta, nihil sive pro validitate, sive pro invaliditate detegatur aut adhuc probabile
dubium de validitate Baptismi supersit, tum sub conditione secreto baptizentur.
Demum si constiterit, validum fuisse, recipiendi erunt tantummodo ad abiurationem
seu professionem fidei.
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“1. If Baptism is to be conferred in an absolute sense, there is no
abjuration or absolution later, because it is the Sacrament of regeneration
that washes away all things.

2. If baptism is conditional, the proceeding shall be in the following
order: First, abjuration or profession of faith, second, conditional baptism,
third, sacramental confession and conditional absolution.

3. When finally decided that it was a valid baptism, receive only
abjuration or profession of faith, followed by absolution from censures”?’.

18. Therefore the answer would be:

1. As the baptized, Instructions are given by S. R. U. for the
Inquisition on November 20, 1878 and July 20, 1859.3%

2. As for the baptized for the future: Examine the matter and
form used so far by the Jacobites, stabilize for their instruction the essential
and secure matter, proscribe the void or doubtful form, proposing the
real to be used in the future.

Second question - Validity of Orders

19. In the second place the Jacobite priests ask whether the holy
orders, they have received, will be recognized as valid.

Note the distinction clearly exposed by the Angelic Doctor, in the
spiritual level between sacramental and jurisdictional authority. Of which
the first remains with a real bishop although heretic and schismatic, and
therefore he validly confers the orders; it does not remain in him the
second, and consequently he does not confer to his ordained the exercise

37. Triplex in conciliandis haereticis distinguitur procedendi methodus: 1. Si Baptismus
absolute conferatur, nulla sequitur abiuratio seu absolutio, eo quod omnia abluit
Sacramentum regenerationis. 2. Si Baptismus sit sub conditione iterandus, hoc
ordine procedendum erit: Primo, Abiuratio seu Fidei professio; secundo, Baptismus
conditionatus: tertio, Confessio Sacramentalis cum absolutione conditionata. 3.
Quando denique validum iudicatum fuerit Baptisma, sola recipitur abiuratio seu
fidei professio, quam absolutio a censuris sequitur.

38. dentur Instructiones S. R. U. Inquisitionis 20 Novembris 1878 et 20 lulii an. 1859.
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of the orders and the corresponding jurisdiction. And sounds same the
teaching of Clement VIII of August 31, 1595: "Those who are ordained
by schismatic bishops, rightly ordained in accordance with due form
receive the Order,but not the execution."*

It will therefore be investigated about the Jacobites of Malabar:
1. Whether they are ordained by the true bishops?

2. In conferring the Orders, whether they have observed the
essential things regarding the matter and form?

20. Giuseppe Simone Assemani affirms that ""the Catholic Church
has always recognized the Ordinations of the Jacobites. If any Bishop
or Deacon, or other clergy is converted from heresy to the orthodox
faith, the ordination is not repeated. And with good reason; for as their
Syriac Pontifical testifies, as that of the Greek Church, there is no
ambiguity regarding the validity of their Ordinations either the number
of Sacred Orders or the matter and form used there.”*

Then the same author demonstrates, refuting Renaudot who
disagrees in a few cases, the continued sequence of Jacobite Patriarchs
of Antioch and Alexandria without interruption and therefore also the
series of Bishops; it is testified that the two Patriarchs reserve to
themselves the consecration of bishops and rarely give exception to this
rule. It should also be noted that Assemani gives uninterrupted list of
the Jacobite Patriarchs and Maphrians from the beginning of their sect
until the year 1722: and it needs to add that Fr. Paulinus of S. Bartholomeo
enlists the Jacobite Bishops of Malabar from their arrival in 1663* until
the year 1772; therefore it will not be difficult to determine whether their

series continued until the present day.

21. The solution of the second question then would appear as

39. Ordinati ab Episcopis Schismaticis, alias rite ordinati servata debita forma, recipiunt
quidem Ordinem sed non executionem.

40. Ecclesia Catholica Ordinationes lacobitarum semper ratas habuit, nec eorum
quemquam Episcopum aut Diaconum aut alios clericos ab haeresi ad orthodoxam
fidem conversos iterum ordinari iussit. Et iure quidem merito; nam ut ex eorum
Pontificali Syriaco liquet, cum Ecclesia graeca, de qua circa ordinationum valorem
nullus ambigendi locus, tam in numero Sacrorum Ordinum, quam in materia et
forma adamussim conveniunt.

41. Not in 1663, but in 1665.
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follows: Msgr. Apostolic Delegate, or on behalf of him other cautious
and circumspect clergymen, explore whether the current Jacobite Bishops
of Malabar are validly consecrated, and whether they are conferred the
Orders according to the rite regarding the substance. If it results that the
ordained have truly the Episcopal character, and who have made the
Ordinations observing the essentials®, to the question of the Jacobite
priests would be affirmative. In case of someone of the above said
Head, certain ordinations would appear null or doubtful, it must provide
for the convalidation, if he has exemplary conduct, readiness for
instruction, and singular attitude to the sacred ministry.

22. Third question — Exercise of the Sacred Orders etc.

The Jacobite priests of Malabar want to know whether, entering
in the unity of the Catholic Church, they will be allowed to exercise their
Orders and maintain their offices as pastors and vicars etc.

Clement VIII in his instruction of 31 August 1595, while confirming
the maxim that those who are ordained by the schismatic bishops do not
receive the execution of the order, exposes “*at the same time that they
can be given license to exercise the ordination in sacred ministry.

“Accordingly those who are ordained by schismatic bishops,
amended and corrected are to be absolved and reconciled with salutary
penance, provided the errors or atleast the schism of the ordaining bishop
is abjured in judgment either publicly or privately for the quality of the
act. However in their Sacred Orders they are not to serve in other Rites,
unless by the authority of the Holy See they are dispensed from the
irregularity, contracted on such occasion."*

And afterwords adds: "Secular Greek Priests who have abjured

42. servatis substantialibus
43. non recipiunt executionem Ordini, expose

44. Proinde ipsi ordinati ab Episcopis schismaticis, correcti vel emendati reconciliandi
sunt et absolvendi cum poenitentiis salutaribus, dummodo errores vel saltem schisma
Ordinatoris abiurent in iudicio, vel publice vel secreto pro qualitate facti. In Ordinibus
autem per eos alias rite susceptis ministrare non permittantur, nisi cum ipsis super
irregularitate huiusmodi occasione contracta, auctoritate S. Sedis Apostolicae fuerit
dispensatum.
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the schism and errors and are well instructed in the Catholic Faith can
be appointed in the Greek parishes and churches."*

23. Benedict XIV in his Instruction about the Copts of 4 May
1745 deals with an identical question as ours: "The Coptic Rite Pastors
who have returned to the unity of the Catholic Church could be given
the faculty to administer the Sacraments to the Catholics in the parishes
which were formerly administered by schismatics."*

In the beginning the Catholic Church showed severity in such
cases, but showed great leniency in subsequent times, so that the same
Fathers of the Council of Nicaea in the Canon 8 cheerfully consented
that the ordained and converted Novatians “not only remain in the clerical
Order, but also obtain the dignity of honor, however they enjoy additional
privileges also".*” The citation of similar other cases resolve the doubt,
which is essentially our own, in the following terms: “It is equitable that
the Coptic Rite Priests, validly and according to the rites ordained, who
emerg from the black cloud of errors in which they were living to the
light of the Catholic truth, are capable of administering the Sacraments
in the parishes which were previously schismatics"*,

24. The Holy See used the same benevolence towards the
Jacobites every time and asked them to abjure their errors. In the case
of conversions, both particular and general, occurred at various times,
and in part no.11 it was observed that to the Jacobite bishops, priests
and deacons, the Roman Church permitted not only the exercise of their
orders, but also the possession and the ministry of dignities and offices,
which were invested prior to their conversion.

45. Presbyteri saeculares graeci abiuratis schismate et erroribus, atque in fide catholica
bene instructi, in parochialibus seu curatis ecclesiis Grecorum institui possunt.

46. An parochis Ritus Copthi, qui a schismate redeunt ad Catholicae Ecclesiae Unitatem
tribuenda sit facultas administrandi catholicis Sacramenta parochialia qua prius
potiebantur inter schismaticos.

47. nedum permanerenti in ordine clericali, sed etiam obtentarum dignitatum honore,
providis tamen adiectis legibus fruerentur.

48. Aequum visum est ut Parochi Ritus Copthi, valide tamen ac rite ordinati, qui ex atra
errorum in quibus versabantur caligine in lucem catholicae veritatis emergunt, capaces
sint etiam inter catholicos administrationis sacramentorum parochialium qua prius
in schismate potiebantur.
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25. More recent and very important to the argument is the
Instruction issued by the Congregation of Propaganda of 16 November
1783 approved by Pope Pius VI. It is meant for Babylon; and it should
precisely be noted that in the dioceses in Babylonia and Mesopotamia
were and are still good number of Jacobite bishops and priests in
constant contact with those of Malabar. In page no. 5 of the praiseworthy
Instruction it is stated that:

“This was always our custom, instituted by the ancestors, that
those in the holy Orders, who are infected with the taint of heresy or
schism, when they abjure the errors and schism and return to the path of
truth, not only continue in the clerical Order, but also enjoy the position
and honor which they had previously, as permitted by the laws of the
Catholic Church"®.

This Established maxim warns Latin Missionaries not to be jealous
when a bishop or other Eastern shepherd of souls, repudiated the errors
of his sect, and assumed the care and governing of his fellow Catholics;
and it adds that to the Oriental Bishops of Mesopotamia, the Chaldeans,
Syrians and Armenians, who are precisely Jacobites, converted from
heresy and schism, had to be restituted all the jurisdiction that the Latin
bishop had on the Orientals before their conversion regarding the Rite.
So the Sacred Congregation, with the approval of the Supreme Pontiff,
ordered in 1783 that to the Syrian Jacobite bishops and priests of
Mesopotamia, who have abjured the heresy, have to be returned
jurisdiction and care of their fellow Syrian Catholics. Therefore it seems
natural that the same kindness should be adopted towards the Jacobites
of Malabar, who are joined to those of Mesopotamia as a branch to its
trunk.

49. Hoc fuit semper in nostrorum more positum institutoque Maiorum,quod qui
haereseos aut schismatis labe infecti in Sacris fuissent Ordinibus constituti, et,
erroribus ac schismate abdicato, in semitam veritatis reverterentur nedum
permanerent in Ordine clericali, sed suis etiam, quas prius obtinebant, dignitatibus
ecademque qua in suos pollebant auctoritate, quantum iuxta catholicae Ecclesiae
leges permitti poterat, fruerentur.
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26. To this benevolence Benedict XIV added a practical reason:

"From this indulgence we can expect a plentiful harvest of spiritual
joy, namely, the profit of the souls returning to the bosom of the Church".*

We have sufficient reason to wonder in our case. It is a clear
fact, that if one of the Jacobite Bishops of Malabar sincerely converts,
perhaps may attract other bishops, or certainly the various pastors who
depend on him; and to the pastor would turn without doubt the clergy
and people of the parish. In this way a horizon of great expectations of
a general conversion will be opend.

27. It is true that Benedict X1V, to the concession of permanence
in the dignity and parish office, affixes the clause providing additional
norms. He then expresses these norms in the Instruction Eo quam vis
tempore of May 4, 1745 #12 and 13: “We decree that, that capacity,
however, is not present in each and every one, so that all may not assume
the pastoral duties indistinctly, but those whom the Vicar General Dominico
Gregi has appointed (perhaps in our case the Apostolic Delegate); those
who are conspicuous in piety and good character, who outshine in good
example, in whose return to the Church nothing false or simulated is
present, but acccording to the judgement genuine and sincere conversion
is seen...Moreover it is necessary to absolve in both the forums,
rehabilitate and dispense from irregularity, censors and penalties" etc?'.

28. On the basis of the exposed authorities, by reason and practice,
it seems that the third question is to be answered affirmative, observing
the laws, conditions and cautions expressed in the Instructions of Clement
VIII and Benedict XIV (n.22&27).

50. Ex hac porro indulgentia uberem in dies spiritualium gaudiorum messem expectamus,
lucrum scilicet animarum ad gremium Ecclesiae redeuntium.

51. Hanc autem capacitatem quae singulis inest ita temperandam esse decernimus, ut
non omnes indistincte hoc pastorale munus sibi assumant, sed ii tantum quos
Vicarius Generalis (forse nel caso nostro Delegatus Apostolicus) Dominico Gregi
praefecerit; qui pietate, castis moribus fi conspicui sint, qui bonorum exemplo
praeluceant, et in quorum reditu ad Ecclesiam nihil fictum aut simulatum, sed
certum sincerae conversionis iudicium deprehendatur... Praeterea reportaverint
necessariam in utroque foro absolutionem, rehabilitationem, necnon dispensationem
ab irregularitate, censuris et poenis” etc..
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Fourth Question- Preservation of the Rite

29. Will the Malabar Jacobites, entering in the bosom of the
Catholic Church, be left with their Syrian Rite, or will there be any change?

1. In general, to the Orientals who are converted and who will be
converted from heresy or schism to the truth are left and will be left to
their respective Rite. The Chaldean Nestorians become Catholics of the
Chaldean Rite, the Greek schismatics become Catholics of the Greek
Rite. Therefore it seems natural that the Syrian heretics who are the
Jacobites, would become Catholics of the Syrian Rite. Benedict XIV
proclaimed: by the Roman Church, “ all the precautions are taken to
pluck up the errors against the Catholic Faith; however truly never will
be done anything detrimental to the venerable Oriental Rites."* The
Supreme Pontiffs and the General and Particular Councils have always
applied this maxim exactly to the Jacobites when dealing with their return
to the Faith, as mentioned inn.11 and 12.

30. 2. Itis well known that the Orientals are very much attached
to their institutions and their Rites. If they fear of being deprived of it
either fully or partly, they take offence and are repugnant to conversion.
The malicious and slanderous enemies of the Church try to distract the
Eastern Catholics from the Catholic unity, waving precisely the specter
of the destruction of their ancient and venerable Rites. In contrast, the
Roman Church shows that it wants to keep in honor, with the doctrines
and facts, those Rites themselves. This is how we work today with the
Jacobites of Mesopotamia. In fact, in that vast region the Nestorians
are converted and they become Chaldean Catholics; the Jacobites are
converted and they become Syrian Catholics. In this way the Rites are
respected. In the College directed by the Reverend Fathers Predicatori
in Mosul*?, where there are Syrians and Chaldeans, it was decided that
the sacred mysteries and ecclesiastical ceremonies are celebrated
alternately, in a week in the Chaldean Rite, in the other in the Syrian
Rite.

52. omnem curam collatam fuisse ut errores catholicae Fidei adversi evellerentur,
nunquam vero actum esse ut venerabili orientali Ritui detrimentum ullum inferretur.

53. Fathers of the Order of Preachers

212

Report about Pulikkottil Mar Dionysius

31. On the other hand, the Rite of the Jacobites does not differ
from the Syrian Melkites, i.e. Catholic: the liturgy of the Jacobites is the
same in substance and form as that of the Syrian Melkites (see n.9).
Msgr. Marceline Berardi recommended the request of the current
Metropolitan of the Malabar Jacobites, Mar Dionysius in 1884, to obtain
from the Sacred Congregation for the Propagation of Faith, copies of
the Syriac Breviary, and five or six Missals of the same Rite. The Sacred
Congregation sent him Breviary and Missals, and Mgr. Marceline wrote
on May 3, 1885 to Cardinal Prefect that Mar Dionysius was celebrating
the Mass precisely with the Missal which he had received from
Propaganda. So there is neither intrinsic nor extrinsic difficulties to keep
the ritual and Rite of the Jacobites, when they will be converted.

32. However, as has been mentioned above in n. 9, one group of
the Jacobites of Malabar has introduced new rituals in their proper ritual
books; and there is reason to fear that some alteration and corruption
was gradually made inthe ritual and liturgy of the whole community*.
Therefore, it seems indispensible to make a diligent investigation and
an eventual accurate revision of their practices and their ritual books.

33. With these considerations, it seems that the fourth question
about Rite, the response would be: "affirmative to the first part, i.e.,
regarding the preservation of the Syriac Rite; negative regarding the
second part, in the sense of change in the very Rite. And to my mind,
this is the opinion"*: that by the competent people the books and ritual
practices of the Jacobites are closely examined to the necessary and
appropriate corrections and reforms, quatenus opus sit.

Fifth question . On the use of the Fermented Bread

34. The Malabar Jacobites ask, when they convert, whether they
will be allowed to continue to consecrate the fermented bread.

For the affirmative stand all the reasons adopted for the precedent

54. Reformed Jacobites, the followers of Mathews Mar Athanasios.i.e., today's
Marthomites.

55. Affirmative ad primam partem, id est quod spectat ad conservationem Ritus Syriaci;
negative ad secundam, in sensu mutationum in Ritu ipso, et ad mentem mens est.
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question regarding the Rite, in which the use of the fermented bread is
included. It can be added in particular:

1. That the Council of Florence wanted the Jacobites, as in the
case of the other Orientals, to have as matter for the Eucharistic
"Sacrament not less fermented than Azymum (unleavened bread)".*
Thus Benedict XIV in the Constitution Ex Pastorali munere of March
25, 1755. Once the confession of the truth is obtained, the practice will
not be changed, and the Jacobites are allowed to continue to consecrate
the leavened bread.

2. The Jacobites who were converted and are converted in Syria
and Mesopotamia consecrate and will consecrate the fermented bread
like Syrian Catholics. Therefore it does not appear a reason not to allow
the same practice today to their compatriots of Malabar, if they reenter
in the Catholic Church. Rather, there is an important reason not to
prohibit them the fermented bread; i.e. it will facilitate the conversion of
the Jacobites of Egypt and Mesopotamia who because of this
condescension will be attracted to follow the example of the people of
Malabar.

35. It could be argued that the Archdeacon Thomas Campo®’,
the Jacobite of Malabar, in his letter of 1748 asked for the use the
leavened bread in case of his conversion, and that the Cardinal Prefect
of Propaganda did not show the readiness to grant such a concession.

But the response would be that then it was not allowed for special
reasons in this case, which are shown in the letter of Cardinal Valenti,
the then Prefect, to the Vicar Apostolic of Malabar on September 5,
1750 and the reasons are:

1. because obviously Thomas Campo did not show sincere
dispositions to abjure the heresy.

2. because his request was tricky, according to his wording, as

56. panem non minus fermentatum quam azymum Sacramenti Eucharistiae materiam
esse faterentur.

57. Mar Thoma V of the Puthenkoottukar.
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observed by His Eminence Valenti: “the use of the fermented bread as
after apostasy should in the present case be considered as an act of
protest of a false sect; such a condition would make dubious the
conversion of the Archdeacon.” Now in our case it is the opposite. It is
assumed that the Jacobites of Malabar now do not have any act of
protest of a false sect, and given that they are converted sincerely, it is
proposed to allow them their Syriac Rite, with the use of the fermented
bread.

36. It should be noted, however, that preparing bread for the
consecration, the Jacobites of Malabar commit the abuse of mixing oil
and salt in the leavened bread (n.9). This mixture is to be excluded:

1. because it was never and it is not used in the Eastern Catholic
Churches, 2. because it was an arbitrary innovation in the same Jacobite
sect, introduced in the mid-eleventh century, against which even in the
bosom of Jacobitism it aroused fierce opposition.

37. What seems to be answered regarding the fifth question,i.e.,
about the use of fermented bread in the consecration: Affirmative,
excluding the mixing of salt and oil .

Sixth Question - About Clerical Celibacy

38. Finally they ask: What will be ordered About the Jacobite
married priests, in case they are converted?

As to give instructions for the present and for the future, it seems
that there are two issues to be resolved:

1. for the present what will be ordered in regard to the presently
married Jacobite priests?

2. for the future for the Malabar Jacobite community, which
become Catholic, do they not be promoted to holy orders unless they
are celibates: i.e., is the ecclesiastical celibacy mandatory for those people
like the Latin clergy?

39. More for the sake of completeness than necessity, as it is
permitted, if they would be proposed in the present and in the future, it is
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required to observe strictly the rules and conditions, concerning the
marriage, tolerated in the Sacred Ministers of the various Eastern
Churches, such as:

1. absolute exception for the bishops, although not excluding
widowers. 2. regarding the time: the marriage contract should be before
the Ordination to the Sacred Orders. 3. the exclusion of any kind of
bigamy; in a word, all the conditions which are worded in the Trullan or
Quinisexst Canons form the norm for the Oriental Clergy on this
argument.

40. Bearing this in mind, and returning to the first question, it
seems without any doubt:

1. the marriage already contracted by the present Jacobite priests
before the sacred Ordination, if it is not void for other reasons, must be
recognized, and there is no need of ordering separation from his wife.

2. that the existence and the use of marriage would not prevent
the continuation in the exercise of the priestly ministry, as well as in the
offices as Pastor or Shepherd, of which the married priests were
invested, assuming that they are not unworthy because of other reasons.

And in truth, the Roman Catholic Church practices in this way in
such cases without considering the number of Orientals who are
converted: it was thus practiced by the Council of Florence with regard
to the Jacobites; so also it is practiced today with the Jacobite priests
who convert in Syria or Mesopotamia. And Benedict XIV quotes two
Constitutions of Leo X and Clement VII in which: “Those Latins are
vehemently rebuked, who criticised the observance of the Greeks, which
were permitted by the Council of Florence, especialy, the offering of the
Sacrifice with the fermented bread, the contracting of marriage prior to
the reception of the Sacred Orders and keeping the wives after the
reception of the Sacred Orders"®.

58.Vehementer increpantur observantiam eorum quae in Fiorentino Concilio eisdem
permissa Latini illi qui in Graecis reprehendebant fuerant, praesertim quod
Sacrificium offerrent in fermentato, uxorem ducerent antequam sacris Ordinibus
initiarentur, eamque post in foedere Matrimonii post sacros Ordines contracti”.
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It would be more difficult to the Orientals, who had contracted
the marriage after receiving the Sacred Orders. Yet Benedict X1V says:
" We are taught in the undisputed testimony of Church History that the
Orientals returning to the unity preserve the matrimonial bond, contracted
after the reception of the Sacred Orders."*’

An Apostolic Letter of Pope Innocent IV is cited; he granted
dispensation in favor of the members of the clergy of various nations,
and even of Jacobites: "Jacobites, Nestorians etc. could be dispensed
so that they could remain in the marriage bond, contracted after the
reception of the Sacred Orders."®

It is true that the great Pontiff declares not to feel determined to
follow these examples. But in our case, in the case of a marriage
contracted by Jacobites before the Holy Orders, it seems beyond doubt
that nothing precludes them to remain in the same. The ban to those to
be converted for the continued use of marriage would not be a serious
obstacle to their conversion; the granting of that would not violate the
Oriental Catholic discipline; it will not contradict the practice of the
Roman Church towards the Orientals; it will immensely facilitate the
conversion of the Malabar Jacobites.

41. Passing to the second question regarding the future, it should
be noted:

1. that in many cases of the various Eastern nations that reentered
into the Catholic unity, there is no example to find that the Apostolic See
has put the ecclesiastical celibacy as a condition for unity.

2. In the case of conversions of the Jacobites mentioned inn. 11,
the demand was always a sincere profession of faith; the celibacy of the
Jacobite clergy was never imposed.

59. Indubiis ecclesiasticae historiae, monumentis edocemur alias dispensatum fuisse ut
orientales ad unitatem redeuntes perseverarent in foedere Matrimonii post sacros
Ordines contracti.

60. Jacobitis, Neostritis etc. dispensari valeat ut hi qui post susceptionem sacrorum
Ordinum matrimonia contraxerunt remaneant in eisdem.
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3. On the contrary the Orientals in general, and the Jacobites in
particular, were always permitted, even after conversion, the marriage
for their clerics, according to the permitted and recognized canonical
conditions.

42. If the Jacobites, who currently speak of conversion in Malabar,
openly and voluntarily accept the condition of celibacy, at least for future
candidates for ordination, it would be a consoling fact; there would be a
favorable opportunity to introduce even among those Jacobites the holy
and wholesome discipline already embraced by other Orientals. But can
we hope for this spontaneous and sincere acceptance? The humble writer
believes that what is hopeful is desired. Meanwhile, until the facts prove
otherwise, the respectful opinion is that to be converted Jacobite priests
of Malabar need not be compelled but invited to the ecclesiastical
celibacy; it would estimate to be tenable to the procedure described by
Pope Gregory XIII to the Maronites: "Since Pope Stephen proclaimed
that it is an ancient tradition of the Orientals that their priests are joined
in matrimony and the Church has never forbidden it, it seems that the
Maronites need not be forbidden. Therefore it seems that the Maronites
be permitted, provided those who want to live as celibates are not
compelled, but they may be induced to it rather through pious
exhortations."¢!

The Holy See which is always led by the Holy Spirit will find
effective and persuasive terms to promote celibacy without imposing it
immediately as an obligation. The Malabar Jacobite clerics have already
demonstrated a happy tendency to celibacy as it is said in no. 8; already
quite a few profess it. If the bishops from their part praise them and
encourage the practice, the preference will be to the ordination of the
celibates, and married people as little as possible, and only because of
the need for clergy; if the charges and dignity are reserved as far as

61. Cum Stephanus Papa tradat Orientalium veterem esse traditionem ut eorum
Sacerdotes Matrimonio copulati sint, cumque id illis numquam interdixerit Ecclesia,
nec videtur interdicendum Maronitis. Permittendum id itaque videtur Maronitis,
dummodo ad matrimonium non compellantur qui coelibes esse vellent, sed ad id
potius piis hortationibus inducantur.

218

Report about Pulikkottil Mar Dionysius

possible to the celibate priests, it is to be hoped that the wholesome
discipline of clerical celibacy can be introduced gently; if it is extended
to those Jacobites who will become Catholics, perhaps a day will come,
in which those reunited Bishops themselves, meeting in their Synod with
their clergy will establish the celibacy as an obligation; and it will be the
precious and consoling fruit of the provident indulgence to them used by
the Holy See at the beginning of their conversion.

43. An objection. Against the previous conclusions about the
celibacy there seems to have an objection by the response of H.E.
Barnabo, Prefect of Propaganda to Msgr. Leonard Mellano, the then
Apostolic Vicar of Verapoly, dated February 27, 1869. Msgr. Mellano in
his letter of November 20, 1868, dealing with the hoped conversion of
the Jacobites, proposed among others this question:

3. Whether the Jacobite priests are allowed to keep their wives,
whom they have?

His Eminence Barnabo replied: Regarding the third doubt, it does
not ignore that the Church tolerates among the Orientals married priests,
excluding any kind of bigamy and having married before receiving Holy
Orders. If the above conditions are not verified, it would need a special
dispensation that the Holy See sometimes gives when all the
circumstances and advice are positive and the priest shows other good
and meritorious qualities. But the present case is moving away from
what is common among the Orientals. Since the Catholic Church of
Malabar has established strictly the priestly celibacy at the Synod of
Diamper art. VII. decree. 1X, it has no place for tolerance used by the
Holy See towards the Oriental Rite Churches, which from the ancient
times admit married clergy. Truly they will agree that the candidates to
be ordained in the future must observe the celibacy; but would not have
to be feared that the example of the earlier ones authorized by the Holy
See may reemerge regarding the observance of this holy discipline,
fortunately restored in Malabar for almost three centuries before and
with God’s help to be introduced in the other Oriental Churches? I do
not mean that on account of it, the way for the conversion of those poor
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priests should absolutely be closed. I have remarked only the difficulties
which it would meet, and the need to reserve such resolution to the
particular cases in which, all things considered, you can decide what is
more leading to the glory of God and the good of souls.

From the above para., this objection would arise: The Synod of
Diamper ordered that the priests who have wives at that time should
separate from them, and for future ordained have to observe the discipline
of the Roman Church about celibacy. So if today the already married
Jacobite priests are allowed to live with their wives and if for those who
will be ordained in the future the celibacy is not prescribed:

1. It would go against the Synod of Diamper.

2. It would put at risk the observance of ecclesiastical celibacy
now existing in Malabar.

44. Response. It seems that it would not follow either one thing
or the other. Not certainly to applaud the vivid expressions with which
Assemani states that the Synod Fathers in fact were deluded® because
in that Syrian Rite several things in Latin of no value at all has been
decreed to be changed® . And there is no doubt that the Synod of
Diamper performed a great work with the conversion of the then
Nestorians of Malabar. Ordered ecclesiastical celibacy, managed to get
it accepted and practiced, is praise to the Lord.

But it would seem that that prescription does not extend to the
Jacobites, who went to Malabar only 64 years after the Synod itself*
(n. 6.) In fact, the converted in the Synod were Nestorians of the Syro
Chaldean Rite. They were converted and they accepted the orders of
Diamper. But it does not follow that it should be applied to any other
heretical or schismatic community in the same way. Suppose a colony
of Greek schismatics was established in Malabar and today one utters
that they are ready to be converted, is celibacy binding to their priests?

62. in facto hallucinati sunt.
63. plurima in latinum nullo operae pretio mutanda esse decreverunt.
64. not 64 but 66 years.
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Or would it be against the Synod of Diamper? Apparently not. The Synod
in 1599 was concerned about the Chaldeans: here it would be about
Greeks, about another Rite. We are in the presence of a similar case. In
16635 a group of Syrian Jacobite Rite settled in Malabar, grew up as an
important community. They have presently seven bishops, numerous
clergy, and a population of one hundred thousand souls. Admitting to the
Catholic Church as the other Syrian converted heretics with their Rite,
by their discipline regarding clerical marriage, is in no way harmful to
the Synod of Diamper. On the other hand, if today the Malabar Jacobites
say, we will become Catholics on condition that we will be treated as the
Ecumenical Council of Florence treated our ancestors, could it be
responded, no, we will treat you as the Synod of Diamper treated the
Nestorians?

About the detriment that seems to be feared for the discipline
now existing among the converted Nestorians in Malabar, there is no
difficulty in excluding them. In other regions they live in contact with
more Oriental Catholic Rites. The practice of one does not affect the
discipline of others regarding celibacy. In addition, with a statement that
the converted Jacobites are allowed to have a different discipline, because
they are of a different Rite, would exclude, it seems, the scandal.

45, It would therefore propose as a response to the sixth question:

1. The present Jacobite priests who were married before the Holy
Orders as undisturbed, living with their wives and who have the use of
marriage are also permitted to exercise the priestly ministry and be in
their offices.

2. For the Jacobite priests who had married after Sacred orders,
have to apply in individual cases and will be treated according to the
circumstances®®

3. For the ordiained in the future are not to be compelled to
celibacy but to be induced®’

So under correction and unless better judgment,

P. Girolamo Maria of Immaculate Conception,
Comm. General of the Discalced Carmelites, Consultant.

65. Not in 1663 but in 1665.
66. recurrendum pro singulis, et providebitur iuxta adiuncta.

67. ad coelibatum non compellendi, sed inducendi.
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Letter

of the Apsotolic Delegate
Msgr. Andrea Aiuti
about Pulikkottil Mar Dionysius V

Msgr. Andrea Aiuti Apostolic Delegate of the East Indies
(Ootacamund May 1, 1888) reports to His Eminence the Prefect
about the visit made to him by Mar Dionysius, Metropolitan of
the Jacobites, and asks for instructions.

Your Eminence,

In the following sheet No. 589 of 16th I have the honor to
announce to Your Eminence and to inform you about Mar Dionysius,
Metropolitan of the Jacobites of Malabar; he actually came to visit me
at the same occasion in which Mgr. Lavigne was about to give me the
report on his Vicariate of Kottayam. Mar Dionysius arrived in this
Apostolic Delegation at 5 p. m. of 26, and returned at 8§ a. m. on the
following 28. I have treated him with all the attention and uttermost
gentleness, and he has manifested satisfaction, and several times testified
to me his gratitude. The Priest Nidiry told me that Mar Dionysius asked
him many times in recent times itself whether the Apostolic Delegate
was affable, whether one can deal with him with confidence and whether
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he has fatherly affection to those who have recourse to him. And among
the other questions he asked whether the Holy See will accept the
applications and take care of the Jacobites, and that more than once he
asked him many things concerning my person, as for example, the age,
size, modes etc.. [ say all this to Your Eminence solely with the purpose
of making it able to learn more about the character of that man, and so
be able to better judge. [ would add that he is a strong and robust healthy
man, of the age of 56 and that for a very long time occupies that post of
Metropolitan.

In my previous sheet n. 602 of 29" I mentioned the probable
reasons that may have lead Mar Dionysius to select this occasion unlike
any other in order to carry out the desire of visiting the Apostolic Delegate
which he harbored for a long time. Already In 1885 he wanted to have
an interview with my illustrious predecessor, to be able to discuss with
him, as I see from some of the letters of Msgr. Agliardi and its responses
existing in this Archive; but since then Msgr. Agliardi fell ill and was
forced to return to Europe, the interview could no longer take place.

Mar Dionysius therefore from the very first moment in which he
set foot in my house, in the presence of Msgr. Lavigne and of the
interpreter Fr. Nidiry, wanted me to ensure that it is his ardent desire to
enter into the bosom of the Catholic Church within a short or long time;
that all his efforts are long since directed with prudence and patience to
prepare the clergy and the people to conversion; for this very reason he
publicly professes a great devotion to the Blessed Sacrament and to the
Blessed Virgin as the Mother of God, and that for that purpose every
opportunity is made use of to teach and inculcate that the true Church is
the Catholic Church, whose head is the Roman Pontiff, the only true
successor of St. Peter.

Further he showed me a copy of Missale Syriacum iuxta ritum
Ecclesiae Antiochenae Syrorum printed in Rome Typis S. Congr. de
Prop. Fide in the Year 1843. And also he showed me a copy of Officium
feriale iuxta ritum Ecclesiae Syrorum S.C. de Prop. Fide iussu editum
Romae 1853 Typis S. Cong. de Prop. Fide .
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And once he assured me that he and some other priests (5 or 6)
always celebrate the Holy Mass according to that Missal and recite the
Divine Office according to that Breviary. These six or seven Missals
and Breviaries were procured to them by Msgr. Marceline, the Coadjutor
of the Archbishop of Verapoly, to him he had asked for them. He told me
that if he had more copies of the same, he could have already distributed
them among his clergy. He told me in a very emphatic way his serious
desire to be able to go to the safer and more influential priests and supply
them with a large number of those Missals and Breviaries, in order to
better prepare the ground. But I cannot do so unless Your Eminence do
not help him by sending him a large number of copies. He has no means
to do this on his own, especially since the number of his priests is very
large, ascending to about 400 in the whole Province. The diffusion of
these two books will help the clergy and the people to accustom to the
Maronite Catholic Rite and then at a proper moment relatively easier
way the conversion of one or another may succeed. Mar Dionysius
also would like to have a few copies of the works of Ephraem to put
them in some library, and in particular in that of the Seminary, and to give
well in the hands of the professors. Many of the Jacobites and Protestants
say publicly (including himself and the priest Nidiry have asserted) that
Mar Dionysius although in fact is Jacobite, however, in the heart is already
Catholic.

Now he has for several years a pending case of a major financial
burden against a certain Bishop Mar Athanasius, nominally Jacobite, but
in fact Protestant; he does not admit the authority of the Patriarch and
much less that of the Metropolitan; he wants to do everything by himself;
and among other things he does not venerate the saints, and therefore
even the most holy Virgin Mary; and this is favored by the Protestants,
who support and protect the Rajah (King) of Travancore, who, under
the laws of that country is the chief judge and final appeal court. It is
said that the King is very demoralized and sides with the highest bidder.
Mar Dionysius won that case in the first two instances, but because of
the above mentioned reasons he fears of losing the case in the Supreme
Court of the King, where he is to be judged in the third and final instance;
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and if he loses, he will be ruined even worse for the finances. The matter
of contention is several churches and church property that the wicked
Athanasius wants to take to the Protestants. The decision will take place
in June. And before leaving for Ootacamund, to make sure the favorable
support, Mar Dionysius asked Msgr. Lavigne a loan of 20.000 or 25.000
Rupees, which he wants to offer as a gift to the Rajah of Travancore for
this purpose. Msgr. Lavigne made him understand that this was not
possible for him for the simple reason that he does not possess such a
huge amount, and then he added to write to the Holy Father, following
the advice given to him to do so by Msgr Marceline, Coadjutor of Verapoly
some time ago, when Mar Dionysius directed the same matter to him.

In the course of our discourse I asked him in particular of the
reason of his not immediately converted to the Catholic Church,, he
replied that it would be too selfish from his part to take that step at this
time; because, if the cause is not well prepared, it is possible that he
alone would come to the Catholic Church, while waiting a little longer
might bring with him many of his clergy and people, indeed the greater
part including two or three bishops; he believes that he can count on
those whom he prepares slowly and prudently.

He ensures that if his plan was supported by the Holy See, above
all with the diffusion of those books - Breviary, Missal, and the Works of
St. Ephraem - and other means that he believed to be appropriate, it
could one day certainly be seen the realization of his dreams and the
rejection of heresy with him, if not all of the Jacobites of Malabar, at
least a large part of their bishops, clergy and people. But, he adds, above
all, that the Holy See should guarantee the following in precedence of
conversion:

1.Retain their hierarchy.

2. Keep Mar Dionysius himself and the Bishops, who will be
converted with him in their offices, and help them with an annual pecuniary
allowance in a stable manner for their sustenance until it is needed.

3. Allow the married priests at the time of the conversion to continue
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to live with their wives, and obliging those who convert without wives to
celibacy as well as those who become priests after the conversion.

4. Allow the clergy and the people to retain the above mentioned
Roman Missal and Breviary of the Maronite Catholic Rite.

5. Found a college and a Seminary through one or more religious
Institutions of the Catholic Church so that they should be able to pull
respectively the people and clergy from the terrible ignorance, they are
dormant and that is the root of all evil.

He ended emphasizing again that all these issues should already
have to be settled by the Holy See before that step could be taken.

I made him understand that I had no instructions in this regard;
that I would refer everything to the Holy See; that I might even now
assure that the Holy see is a loving and generous mother for the good
of his wayward children without expecting any profit from them.

Finally, right at the time of his departure, he asked me the favor of
being able to make a request; and it was this: that I transmit through
Your Eminence a letter from him to the Holy Father, in which he intends
to expose to His Holiness the state of affairs of his diocese. I promised
to comply with his desire with pleasure. It may well be that among other
things he may ask money to the Holy Father, I do not know; but in any
case he will always show trust and confidence in the Holy Father with
that step.

I confess ingenuously to Your Eminence that I do not know how
to decide myself to believe whether all these things are sincerely and
solidly exposed by Mar Dionysius; and this in view of the character of
these Orientals; especially so inclined to act with ulterior motives and so
led to lie, deception and duplicity. On the other hand, however, the fact
(which he asserts as being certain, and that the priest Nidiry confirms
me beyond doubt), that he has already made the spread of the Missal
and Breviary among some of his priests, and that they celebrate the
Holy Mass and recite the Divine Office according to those books; and
that he will earnestly spread them and also the books of St.Ephraem
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among his own priests. his devotion to the Blessed Sacrament and to
the Virgin Mary as the Mother of God are publicly known and his
attachment to the Catholics is known to all; the step he has taken,
without human respect, to come to visit the Apostolic Delegate, the
trust and confidence which he shows to the Holy See to send a letter to
the Holy Father, the pliability he manifested in the dissolution of the
project, the National Association designed for education,with the Syro
Malabar Rite; about which I have written to Your Eminence in my
humble sheet No. 603, of the 30"; it would seem, however, to be the
clue in favor of the sincerity of his mind and firmness of his purpose. In
addition to this, I must make known to your Eminence this also. Several
times in his enthusiasm, he kissed my Episcopal ring and especially at
the time of his arrival and that of his departure, and that too before the
other people. A few minutes after his arrival, standing in my room to
receive him, seeing on a table a beautiful image of Our Lady, a copy of
one of those of Raphael Sanzio, the mail I had received two hours before,
coming from L’Osservatore Romano that had sent me; I do not know
for what reason, it is sent to me; he asked me to see it. | very willingly
consented to his request, and he took it and pressed it to his heart, and
kissed it several times with affection. Seeing that he liked it very much,
I presented it to him. It is difficult to say how he thanked me and with
what care he placed it in one of his trunks, saying that she will take care
of his health.

On several occasions during our conversations, and significantly
in a toast for lunch, and when he departed from me, I repeatedly
expressed my earnest desire to see him before his entering into the
bosom of the Catholic Church; and he always enthusiastically responded
to me, also in the presence of others that he confidently hopes for a
particular grace from the Lord through the intercession of the Blessed
Virgin.

But Your Eminence with your deep penetration and long experience
in the affaires, in particular with regard to the Orientals, their assertions,
promises and proposals, knows how to weigh all things overexposed and
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evaluate them conveniently and see whether it should be believed and
begin to support the demands of Mar Dionysius, giving him a considerable
number (not less than 100 or 200) of the copies of the Missal and
Breviary; the diffusion of which in any case will certainly be
advantageous to the Jacobites; and whether we should assist with advice
and direct it in some way in the task that he has undertaken; and in the
case of an affirmative decision, in what way we should do it. And if' so in
what way should keep doing this. The utmost prudence and the most
exquisite caution is always needed both by Mar Dionysius and by those
who assist, help and direct him. I have a feeling that the perverse part
of the Jacobites could do serious and dangerous work against him; do
not give information to the Patriarch who would not like to lose Malabar
because they call it the goldmine of the Patriarchate; he would strive to
make inane and vacuous that project and who knows how Mar Dionysius
would be treated and whether he would deprive him of his office to give
him a successor of totally opposite principles and intentions. The letter
Mar Dionysius has asked me to convey to the Holy Father will probably
give Your Eminence further explanations on this matter, and will reveal
more about his intentions and desires regarding it.

After that I stay with the earnest desire of the venerable orders
that Your Eminence will like to provide me and in particular, that of the
wise instructions, which in your singular kindness will accompany them;
and asking Your Eminence the grace to be able to bend down to kiss the
Purple, I remain with the deepest respect and with the most obsequious
veneration.

Umo.Dmo.ed Ossmo Servo
Andrea Archbishop of Acrida
Apostolic Delegate of East India
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