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Love of God and
Love of Neighbour

The central message of Christianity is love. Love

with its two dimensions: Love of God and love of
neighbour.

There are only two commandments

Loving God and loving our neighbour.

The first commandment leads to the fact that God
alone has the first place in our lives and we must love
Him in all its totality. i.e., with full commitment.

Love your neighbour as you love yourself.

Love of God has no value unless it has expressions
in actual practice of loving our brothers and sisters in
need. What is love? Is it a nice feeling? Is it a good
mood? Is it an art? It can be explained in these things
and it is far more. It is an indefinable mystery and a
way of life. When we speak of love we are speaking of
a share in the mystery of God who is love.

Our Christian vocation is to practice these two
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dimensions as one reality in our lives.

Our prayer life, special devotions, piety etc. are to
lead us to recognise the face of God among our brothers
and sisters. If we have not rooted in the love of God and
still do a lot of services it can bring us disappointments.

A father read a scientific survey claiming that chil-
dren are more attached to television than to their fathers.
To his loving little girl he confidently put the question, "if
you had to choose between me and the television set,
which would you choose?" After a moment of silence, the
little girl answered"” that would depend on, what
programme is in T. V!

Homily - Vatican Radio - on Jn. 13/34
................................................................................... 18. 06. 1994
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Justice of
Our Lord Jesus Christ

I am sure that all of you must be familiar with the
following directions in public places "Be in the queue, first
come first served, distribution through priority coupons,
Hurry up other wise you will be the last" etc. As we have
just heard from the Gospel, Jesus speaks the theme of
reversal, a theme which is dear to Luke. It seems that
Jesus makes the order of this world upside down. That
is why he exhorted the people to love your enemies, when
somebody slaps on your left cheek show him the right
too, pray for those who curse you, which are in contrast
to the existing Jewish laws at that time.

In fact it was a revolution for many people when
Jesus revealed the face of God and it became an inspi-
ration for them when he preached about the Kingdom of
God and its characteristics. This must be understood
against the background where people had a very differ-
ent understanding of God and His rule. People blindly
believed the religious leaders! Exploitation of the poor

(100>
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people by those in authority! All these were directed and
blessed by religious leaders who boasted to be the de-
scendants of Abraham! Jews were the children of cov-
enant. God had chosen them to make known to the world
the good tidings of His nature and will. The Jewish people
regarded themselves as favoured by God and considered
others as pagans who have no access to 1#im. In short,
heaven was reserved for the Jewish people. They could
attain this heavenly inheritance by keeping the rules and
regulations of sabbath and by praying long time in the
synagogue and streets etc.

It is here that Jesus makes a total reversal. He
makes it very clear that the kingdom of God is not re-
served for anyone. There is no favouritism. A casual eat-
ing and meeting with Jesus is not enough to make sure
your place with him in the heavenly banquet. Nobody can
claim this place because of his status or aristocracy.

Jesus says: "Not every one says to me "Lord, Lord",
~will enter the kingdom of heaven, but only the one who
does the will of my Father in heaven". This does not mean
that we need not pray to God. It is Jesus himself taught
us to pray to the Father. But prayers should not be
chanted as magical formulas, which have nothing to do
with life. We are officially commissioned to preach the
Kingdom of God by practising its values such as truth,
love, justice and fellowship. Our mission is to reduc® the
gulf between faith and its expressions. Prayer and its ef-
fects should be complimentary. We are so fortunate to be
born and brought up in the Catholic Church. We have
the strong support of 2000 years tradition. We have the
inheritance of so many martyrs and saints living and
dead. Will that alone provide us a heavenly inheritance?.
Our prayers, actions and attitudes should be on the same

<5101
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line. That means, [ cannot lead a life of prayer with out
connecting it to a life of love, truthfulness, justice and
compassion. We should be able to see the same image of
God as we pray in the Chapel in the midst of our
neighbours who are really in need of our support. This
attitude of Jesus made him different from other Jews as
he cured sick people even on Sabbath, a day which was
solely kept for long time prayer.

According to St.Paul, we are the ambassadors of
Christ who have to mediate between men and God and
to make God tangible for the common people. In order
to practice this mission we can have many styles and
models but we should always ask ourselves: Can we have
an attitude different from that of Jesus, his attitude to-
wards God and towards neighbours?

Introduction

God has revealed Himself in Jesus Christ. Though
the revelation is complete in Jesus Christ, we are still
searching for the true image of God. This search is en-
acted in and through our lives. We, ourselves may have
made certain images of God according to our interest. But
we should always verify this image with that of the Gos-
pel. This is what we do at this Eucharist as a commu-
nity, to trace out the true image of God, as revealed by
Jesus Christ with deep faith in Him. This search needs
support, strength and care from God Himself. Let us ask
for the same.

Lord Jesus, You have brought us the true image of God.
Lord have mercy.

Lord Jesus, You have shown us the way to the Father
Christ have mercy.

(102>
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Lord Jesus, You have shown us the true attitude towards
others. Lord have mercy.

Prayer

Let us pray:

God our loving Father, we thank you for having brought
us together as a community to Celebrate your presence
among us. We dedicate ourselves to continue the mission .
which Jesus Christ your Son has handed over to us in
Your church. Help us to remain loyal to His teachings and
attitudes in our lives always. We ask this through Our
Lord Jesus Christ Your .Son who lives and reigns with
You and the Holy Spirit, one God for ever and ever.

Homily for the Community Mass on St. Lk. 13 : 22-30
................................. at Pontificio Collegio Olandese 30-10-1996
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A Jubilee for Jubilation

My dear Bishops, Fathers and Brothers,

As we celebrate the golden jubilee of the incep-
tion of our beloved Papal Seminary on the Indian soil,
we have gathered around the table of the Lord, prima-
rily to thank Him for the innumerable gifts that each of
us personally and the Church at large have received from
the Lord, for the wonderful providence that has been
guiding us and for the unconditional love that continues
to sustain us. The greatness of the service that this Home
of love has rendered and continues to render to human-
ity needs no special mention. Each one of us is a living
testimony to that.

Providentially, this jubilee celebration coincides
with the conclusion of another great celebration in the
universal Church, namely, the conclusion the year dedi-
cated to the Holy Eucharist. In today's Gospel, we have
heard the Lord telling us, "I am the bread of Life". I would
like to share with you some of my reflections on the cen-
trality of the Holy Eucharist in the life of priests and
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seminarians.

Often it is said that the Holy Eucharist is the cen-
ter of the life of a priest and that a priest is ordained
primarily to preside over the celebration of the Holy Eu-
charist. While subscribing fully to the spirit of this state-
ment, I would like to qualify it. The fundamental call of
a priest is not only to celebrate the Holy Eucharist, but
rather to be the Holy Eucharist. As Jesus himself be-
came the Eucharist, the Bread of Life, we are called to
be the Eucharist, the bread of life for others. Thus a priest
who celebrates the Holy Eucharist is continuously called
to be the bread that nourishes others. In this sense, the
Holy Eucharist is not merely a rite to be performed; it is
our fundamental culture, it is the basic war of life of a
priest.

If the priestly culture is an eucharistic culture,
it demands certain fundamental attitudes from us.
Bread, before it becomes nourishment for others, has to
be broken. Jesus became the Eucharist by breaking his
own body. In the sacramental celebration of his Eucha-
rist, he took the bread, blessed it and broke it. The eu-
charistic culture demands of us that we be prepared to
break ourselves for others. The ultimate fulfillment of our
lives is derived only from this self-emptying. In other
words, a priest who celebrates the Holy Eucharist must
be prepared for genuine sacrifices in his life. An easy
life is alien to the eucharistic culture. Are we prepared
to sacrifice our own comforts to make an other person's
life a bit better? Are we prepared for real hard work in
our life?

Secondly, Jesus broke the bread and shared it.
Bread becomes nourishment only in so far as it is shared
and consumed. The eucharistic culture is a .culture of
sharing. Paradoxically, we live in an anti-sharing
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culture. Consumerism springs from selfishness and it pro-
motes further selfishness. There is, in each of us, a basic
tendency to collect and hoard things. Our fundamental
drive is to possess. The eucharistic culture demands that
we constantly fight against this basic drive in us and be
prepared to part with the things that we otherwise wish
to keep with us. Let us ask ourselves, how many things
are there in our rooms or in our custody which we do
not really need and which would be of great use to so
many of our brothers and sisters.

Thirdly, the bread that is broken and shared is
consumed. Bread is meaningful only in sc far as it can
be eaten. The meaning of our priestly existence depends
on our readiness for self-denial and self-emptying. This
is a big challenge particulary in the contemporary
triumphalistic culture. In a culture where everybody
wants to be prominent and victorious, powerful and in-
fluential, where there is a craze for fame, recognition
and respect, the eucharistic culture demands that we be
willing to be unimportant, insignificant and powerless.
The Eucharistic culture reminds us that it is more im-
portant to let ourselves be defeated than to defeat oth-
ers, that it is more important to forgive than to keep a
grudge. '

Fourthly, the bread that is broken and shared
‘becomes nourishment for those who consume it. Jesus
became the bread that nourishes the world. A priest who

- is called to celebrate the Holy Eucharist is required to
make his existence one that would nourish the life of
others to the extent that his existence is eaten away and
the community which he is called to serve is nourished.
Again, we are living in a culture of curse. When selfish-
ness overtakes me, I become a curse to my fellowmen.
The eucharistic culture demands that [ become a bless-
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ing to the people around me. My presence, my. words,
my activities and my whole existence should bring hap-
piness to my brothers and sisters. This is the meaning of-
the call to be ‘the salt of the earth’' and the ‘light of the
world'. A priest is able to do. this to the extent he can
empty himself and die. And this is Eucharist.

May the celebration of the year of the Holy Eu-
charist and the jubilee of our seminary inspire each of
us to face seriously this challenge of making our very
life a Holy Eucharist.

’

........... Homily at Papal Semindry Jubilee on 27th October, 2005
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The Lesson of Zachaeus

A sincere wish, with perseverance to find God or
to experience Him always materializes. [t could either
bein a totally unexpected way or through unfamiliar
people whom we come across. The story of Zachaeus tells
us that if we have the desire God can take any means to
come to us.

Zachaeus was a businessman, and an unjust
tax collector. Probably, he was unaware of the grace of

- God. But when he heard of Jesus, something happened

to him. He might have heard many stories about Jesus.
With a deep desire to see Jesus, Zachaeus got out of his
house and joined the crowd. But the poor man couldn't
see Jesus because he was too short. So he climbed up a
tree as he used to do when he was a boy. When Jesus
saw him, he asked him to come down. Zachaeus was
undoubtedly overwhelmed. Within no time Zachaeus
was clbse to the Saviour. Jesus expresses his desire to
visit his house. And we know that Christ's visit made
Zachaeus a totally changed man so much so that he
agreed to pay back four times to those whom he had
cheated in the tax business. A similar story in the Italian
context would sound somewhat like a mafia boss turn-
ing a new leaf and becoming liberal.
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The Lesson of Zachaeus

Zachaeus' story calls us to reflect on the follow-
ing aspects in our lives:

# Do we have a deep desire to see God?
Yes. We all have a desire to see Him.

# Did He see us? . A
Who among us can say that God didn't Seé me so far?

# Do we know that in the presence of God we should
get converted repent for our sins and begin to love oth-
ers in a deeper way?

Yes we know and we have done it at different times,
the latest one may be at an ordination or a religious
profession. In the preserce of so many people, we
loudly declared our readiness to love others and work
for others.

# But why doesn't the effect of conversion remain in
us permanently?

What we need is perseverance and patience and
these are what we lack. ' To keep them is not easy.
Once a dentist said to his priest-patient: 'I tell people
how to protect their teeth, but it goes in through one
ear and out of the other. The priest said to the dentist:
"You have an experience like me. I tell people how to
save their souls, and it goes in through one ear and
out of the other. Don't get dis- appointed, keep up the
good work as I do."

Yes, we have to continue our search to experience
‘God with perseverance and patience. If God has been
so patient with us despite of our repeated sins and fail-
ures, why can't we too to be patient with Him?

.............................. Homily On 5th November, 1995 Lk.19: 1-10.
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Saul - an Instrument
in the hands of Jesus

INTRODUCTION

Today we celebrate the feast of the conversion of
St.Paul; the feast of Saul becoming Paul. As we know,
before his conversion, Paul was a strong persecutor of
Christians. But God made him an effective instrument in
proclaiming the good news to Gentiles. We also celebrate
the conclusion of the Unity Octave; prayer for Christian
Unity. As we celebrate this Eucharist, the symbol of our
communion and conversion, let us ask the Lord for par-
don and mercy for all our shortcomings in bringing out
his good news of love and unity among our brethren.

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

It must be a famous event in the Early Church that
a persecutor became a persecuted. Saul, the one who was
rigorous in arresting the 'new way' and its followers, be-
came Paul, who later zealously preached the new way to
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many people. With the emergence of St.Paul as the Apostle
of Gentiles, a new outlook on Christianity emerged in the
Early Church. His preaching to the Gentiles and his enor-
mous mission journeys proved that Christianity is not
closed to any particular culture or nation or continent,
rather open to all cultures and all people. In this way Paul
is not only the Apostle'of the Missions but also the first
missionary who brought the aspect of inculturation. Con-
version made a tremendous change in his life. He totally
dedicated his life for preaching the name of the One,
which, once upon a time, he hated. This change of heart
made him united with God. Therefore it is correct to say
that conversion is for union with God and His people. This
image of the conversion of Paul brings us to the second
feast of today, namely, the conclusion of the Unity Oc-
tave. Unity always demands a conversion; conversion to
God and conversion to others.

The Second Vatican Council helped and initiated
the Catholic Church to see the other Churches in a spirit
of brotherhood. The attitude of the Church was very dif-
ferent before. Just one example: Pope Pius XI, in 1928, in
his Encyclical Mortalium Animos viewed Ecumenism or
the unity of churches as the return of all the true Church
of Christ, i.e.; Roman Catholic Church. Even the reunions
were seen as the return of the prodigal sons to the Father's,
house. In 1948, the Holy Office, the present Congrega-
tion of the Doctrine of Faith, issued a rule prohibiting even
lay people to participate in the Ecumenical Meetings with
out the previous permission of the Holy See. But the at-
mosphere, created by the Council, made the Catholic
Church more Christian in spirit. Just one example: Pope

~Paul VI, speaking to the Observers at the Vatican Coun-
‘cil showed this greatness. He said, "If in any way to blame
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for that separation, we humbly beg God's forgiveness. And
we ask pardon too of our brethren who feel themselves to
have been injured by us".

On another occasion, to the surprise of many, Paul
VI went on his knees before Metropolitan, delegate of Pa-
triarch Dimitrios of Constantinople, and kissed his feet as
a sign of humility and of petition and forgiveness. (There
is no official record that the Roman Curia did something
to prevent him from doing that.) Conversion brings to com-
munion with God and others.

What does this mean to us? Presently the Catholic
Church is accused for its lack of genuine sensitivity
towards the Ecumenical Spirit which the Council brought
forth. Some how the attitude of Cain, in the book of Gen-
esis, who asked after killing his brother Abel, "Am I my
brother's keeper?", is evident in different Churches and in
all of us. We, Priests and Religious, are called to a life of
communion. In order to achieve this we have to undergo
a conversion; a conversion to the Kingdom of God and its
values; such as truth, justice, love, peace, fellowship.
Many a times may be due to many former bitter experi-
ences, we all are indifferent to these values and remain
passive. We all seem to make comparison with others and
easily come to conclusion that we are still better. But we
are always reminded of the need of getting converted to
God and our brethren.

Let me conclude this reflection by quoting a story
given by Richard Cardinal Cushing, the former Arch-
bishop of Boston, in his book, Grass Root Steps to Unity.
The story is this: The Archbishop visited a parish which
was in a remote area of his diocese. This parish was very
famous for its inactivity. There was no sign of sacramental
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life except the presence of some old ladies for the Sunday
Mass. Factually speaking, it was a dead parish. "How
things are going in the parish"?, the Archbishop asked the
Parish Priest during their conversation. "Very bad Your
Grace! Very bad", replied the Parish Priest. "But, thanks
be to God", continued the Parish Priest, "that the situation
of the nearby Protestant Parish is still worse". Does not
the story once again reminds us that communion demands
conversion?

Homily for the Comr;mnity Mass on
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MCYM
The Ambassadors of the Church

In the Platinum Jubilee year of the Reunion Move-
ment the Malankara Catholic Church can be proud of her
youth force - MCYM. They have played and playing an
important role to keep the Church in its youthfulness.
This jubilee year shall be a year of celebrations. It must
be a celebration with our Lord for the wonderful gifts. He
had showered on us. It must be a celebration with other
people showing our solidarity with the people around.

“Rejoice, young man, while you are young, and
let your heart cheer you in the days of your youth. Fol-
low the inclination of your heart and the desire of your
eyes, but know that for all these things God will bring
you into judgment.” (Ecclesiastes 11:9). Youthhood is an
important time in our life. Youth are filled with energy.
They are people of dreams and desires. It is the period
of joy and celebration. Being aware of these particulars
of the youthhood that the author of Ecclesiastes exhorts
them to enjoy their life. At the same time, he warns that
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your enjoyment will be subject to God's judgment. This
passage from the Bible gives guidelines for our ministry
with the youth. The youth have to enjoy their life. But
we should help them not to miss God in their en]oyment
of life.

In the Bible we read now God has called young
people and endorsed them with His power. It is God who .
strengthened young Moses to stand before Pharaoh and
to speak for the Israelites. It is the same God who
strengthened young David to fight against Goliath. Again
we see how the prophets like Jeremiah who said that "I
am only a boy" (Jer. 1:7) were strengthened to work for
God. 5

In the New Testament also we see the same. Jesus
Himself has called the youth to be with Him and to work
with Him. It is the youthfulness of the apostles that
helped them to withstand the persecutions that had come
across. As Paul advised Timothy that “Let no one despise
your youth, but set the believers an example in speech

and conduct, in love, in faith, in purity,” (1 Timo. 4:112)
we should surpass our weakness with a mature faith in
Jesus.

The Church has always given due emphasis to the
ministry for youth and with youth. A clear example is seen
the way the Pope John Paul II takes special interest in
the organization of the international youth celebrations.
The Church is well aware of the importance of working
with the youth. Youthhood is the most effective period in
the life of the Church the Church has recognized the
importance of the youth.

As we have already seen people who were called
were always strengthened by God. A clear example is
seen in the case of the Apostles. Their strength was noth-
ing but the strength they have received from Jesus. They
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moved with Jesus from place to place listening Him and
witnessing His ministry. It was not like the crowd who
followed Jesus. He took them in small groups and re-
vealed to them the secrets of the Kingdom of God. It is
this intimacy that strengthened them to work with and
for Jesus.

Today in the Church also we need to continue the
same mode of empowering the youth. We should realize
that our ministry in the Church is the gift of God. It is
the humble acceptance of the divine call given to us.
Hence our -ministry with the youth should grow in God.
Our ministry is exercised in the Church. Hence it should
grow in collaboration with the other members of the
Church. Christian leadership is not an independent work
devoid of the other members of the Church; rather it is a
mutual enrichment.

The history of the Malankara Catholic Church

tells the history of her growth working in close collabo-

ration of the Hierarchy, clergy, religious and faithful. Here
the youth have a vital role to play. With their youthful-
ness they can energize the other members of the Church.
At the same time, the closeness with the Hierarchy, clergy

-and religious can mature their attitudes and behaviours.

It is the responsibility of the MCYM to work with the
Church and to make her presence in the world meaning-
ful.

The MCYM can play different roles in the Church,
First and foremost they witness the Church in the soci-
ety. By giving witness to the Church in the world they
become messengers of the Holy Gospel. The places they
live are the places they exercise their ministry. Hence the
schools, colleges and universities or any other centres of
learning become the primary places where they start ex-
ercising their ministry. Here our youth are with the other
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youths in the society. The active discussions on life with
faith ¢an sharpen the ideas and shape the young minds
in the society. The areas of employment are other areas
where they exercise the ministry. There they work in col-
laboration with people of different age. Their witness to
Christian values shall be a'model o many whom we en-
_ counter in our profession. ‘

The mission command of Jesus is very fundamen-
tal to Christianity. After the resurrection and before His
ascension he called up all the Apostles and gave the mis-
sion command to go all over the world and make disciples
of all nations (Mt.28:16-20). Hence besides giving wit-
ness to Jesus Christ and to His message through our life
in the places where we are, we also have an active re-
sponsibility to become missionaries of the Church. Often
we reduce the work of mission as the responsibility of the
priests and religious. In fact, all those who are baptised
in the name of the Father, Son and the Holy Spirit have
received the mission in Jesus.

The MCYM always have a significant role to play
within the Church. They should actively participate in the
life of the Church. Their dynamic participation in the life
and activities of the Church can give new strength to our
Christian life. It is to be manifested through our involve-
ment in the various activities in the parish, district, dioc-
esan and Hierarchical level. Our activities are also not
to be restricted in the close circle of a parish. Moreover,
when we work with the youth of the other Churches and
youth belonging to the secular or political organisations
for the building up of a better society, we participate and
make them participate in the work for the Kingdom of
God. The MCYM members should take up this as a chal-
lenge in shaping their programs for the third millennium.
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The MCYM in the Extra Territorial Region outside
the dioceses of the Malankara Catholic Church also have
a very important role to play. The strength of the Church
in the ETR is the strength of the youth in the ETR. The
history of the growth of owr missions in the ETR speaks
of the missionary zeal of our young people. The educated
young people who migrated to the mdjor Metropolis of
India for study and job strived hard to organize prayer
meetings and social gatherings. The result of their strenu-
ous effort contributed a lot in the foundation and growth
of different parishes in the ETR. The same spirit is to be
continued today. Only the youth can explore new areas
of our active involvement in the world.

Study the history and theology must be taken as
an important task of the MCYM in this platinum jubilee
year of reunion movement. The true knowledge of the
Churches is very important to think of its various mani-
festation in the world.

Message to the Youth on the occasion of
................................... the Platinum Jubilee of Reunion Movement
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