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FOOT NOTES

1. Cf. Second Vatican Ecuménical Council, Dogmatic
Constitution on the Church Luymen Gentium, 52 and the
- whole of Chapter VI, entitled ““The Role of the Blessed

Virgin Mary, Mother of God, in the mystery of Christ and
the Church®. '

‘2, The expression “"fullness of time' is parallel with
similar expressions of Judaism both Biblical {¢f. Gen 29:27%;
I Sam 7:12; Tob 14:5) and extra-Biblical, and especialiy in
the New Testament (cf. Mk 1:15; Lk 21:24; Jn 7:8; Eph
1:10). From the point of view of form, it means not ohly
the conclusion of a chronological process but also and
especially the coming to maturity or completion of a parii-
cularly important period, one directed iowards the fulfllment
of an expectation, a coming to completion which thus takes
on an eschatological dimension. According 1o Ga/ 4:4 and s
context, it is the coming of the Son of God that reveals that
time has, so-to speak, reached iis limit That is to say,
the period marked by the promise made to Abraham and by
the Law mediated by Moses has now reached its climax,
in the sense that Christ fulfils divine promise and supersedes
the old faw.

3. Cf. Roman Missal, Preface of 8 December, lmma-
culate Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary; Saint Ambrose,
De Institutione Virginis, XV, 93-94: PL 18, 342; Second
Vatican Ecumenical Council, Dogmatic Constitution on the
Church Lymen Gentium, 68,

4. Second Vatican Ecumenical Council, Dogmatic Con-
stitution on the Church Lumen Gentium, 58.

B. Pope Paul Vi, Encyclical Epistle Christi Marri {15
September 1966): 445 58 (1966) 745-749; Apostolic Exhor-
tation Signum Magnum (13 May 1867): 445 58 (1967)
485-475; Apostolic Exhortation Marialis Culms {2 February
1874): 44566 (1974) 113-168.
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6. The Oid Testament foretold in many different ways
the mystery of Mary: cf. Saint John Damascene, Hom. im
Dormitionem 1, 8-9: §. Ch. 80, 103-107.

7. Cf. Insegnamenti di Giovanni Paolo II, V1|2 {1983)
225 f; Pope Pius IX, Apostolic Letter Ineffabilis Deus (8
December 1854): P_ii IX P. M. Acta, pars |, 597-598.

8. Cf Pastoral Constitution on the Church in'the Modsrn
World Gaudium et Spes, 22.

8. Ecumenical Council of Ephesus, it Conciliorum Oecu-
mentcorum Decreta, Bologna 1973, 41-44; 56-61: DS 250-
284; cf. Ecumenical. Council of Chaicedon, o.c. 84-87: DS
300-303. :

10. Second Vatican Ecumenical Councii, Pastoral Cons-
titution on the Church in the Modern World Gudium e,
Spes, 22,

11. Dogmatic Constitution on the Church ZLumen
Gentium, 52

12, Cf. ibid., 58.

13. Ibid, 83; cf. Saint Ambrose, Expos Evang, .sec.

Lucam, |1, 7: CSEL 32/4, 45; De Insizmtzone Vtrgmzs. Xiv,
88-89; PL 16,341.

14. Cf. Dogmatlc Constitution on the Church Lumen
Gemzum. 64.

15." Ibid., 65.

. 16. ""Take away this star of the sun which illuminates
the world: where does the day go? Take away Mary, this
star of the sea, of the great and boundless sea: whatis left
but a vast obscurity and the shadow of death and deepest
darkness?’’: Saint Bernard, fn Navitate B Marige Sermo- De
aguacductu, 6. S. Bernardi Opera, V, 1968, 279; cf. In
laudibus Virginis Matris Homilia II, 17 ed. cit , |V, 1266,
34 f.

17.. Dogmatic Constitution. on the Church Lumen
Gentium, 83. B ‘
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18. 1bid., 63.

19. Concerning the predestination of Mary, c¢f. Saing
John Damascene, Hom: in Nativitatem, 7;10: S. Ch. 80,
65; 73; Hom. in Dormitionsm I, 3: S: Ch 80.85: “'For it is
she,. who, chosen from the ancient generations. by virtue of
she predestination and benevolence of the God and Father
who generated you (the World of God) outside time without
coming out of -himself or suffering change, itis she who
gave you birth, nourished of her flesh, in the last time...”.

20. Dogmatic Constitution on the Church Lumen
Gentium, 5.

21. In Patristic tradition there is a wide and varied
interpretation of this expression: cf. Origen, In Lucam homi-
liae, V1, 7: § Ch. 87,148, Severianus of Gabala, In mundi
creationem, Oratio VI, 10: PG 56, 497 f; Saint John Chryso-
stom (Pseudo), In Anauntiationem Deiparae et contra
Arium impium, PG 62, 765 f; Basil of. Selucia, Orario 39,
In Sanctissimae Deiparge Annuntiationem, 5. PG 85,
441-446; Antipater of Bosra, Hom. Il, in Sanctissimae
Deiparae Annuntiationem, 3-11: PG 85, 1777-1783:; Saing
Sophronius of Jerusalem, Oratio II, In Sanctissimae Dei-
parae Annimtiationem, 17-19: PG 87/3, 3235-3240; Saint
John Damascene, Hom. in Dormitionem, 1, 70. §S. Ch. 80,
96-101; Saint Jerome, Epistola 65, 9: PL 22, 628; Saint
Ambrose, Expos. Evang. sec. Lucam, W, 9: CSEL 32/4, 45 1;
Saint Augustine, Sermo 291, 4-6: PL 38, 1318f; Enchiridion
36, 11: L 40, 250: Saint Peter Chrysclogus, Sermo 142:
PL 52 579f; Sermo 143: PL 52, 583; Saint Fulgentius of
Ruspe, Epistola 17, V1, 12: PL 65, 458; Saint Bernad, In
laudibus Virginis -Matris, Homilia IIl, 2-3: 8. Beérnardi
Opera, |V, 1966, 36-38. '

22. Dogmatic Constitution on the Church Lumen
Gentium, 55. '

23. 1Ibid., B3.
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24. Cf. Pope Pius IX, Apostolic Letter Ineffabilis Deus
(8 December 1854). Pii IX P. M Acta. pars |, 616; Second
Vatican Ecumenical Council. Dogmatic Constitution on the
Church, Eumen Gentium, 53

25. Cf. Saint Germanus of Constantinople, In Annuntia-
tionem §S. Deiparae Hom. PG 98, 327 f; Saint Andrew of
Crete, Canon ir B Mariae Natalem, 4: PG 97, 13214%; In
Nativitatem B. Mavrige, 1: PG 97, 811 1; Hom. in Dormitio-
nem S. Mariae §; PG 97, 1067 1.

28. Liturgy of the Hours of 15 August, Assumption
of the Blessed Virgin Mary, Hymn at First and Second
Vespers; Saint Peter Damlan, Carmina et preces, XLV PL
145,834. ,

- 27. Divina Commedia 'Paradz'so, X¥KNN, 1; cf. Liturgy
of the Hours, Memorial of the Blessed Virgin Mary. on
Saturday, Hymn Il in the Office of Readmgs

-28. Cf. Saint Augustine. De Sancta Vzrgzmmte, i, 3:
PL 40, 398; Sermo 25, 7: PL 46, 937 {.

29.. Dogmatic Constitution on Divine Revelation Dei
Verbum, B

30. This is a classic theme, already expounded by
‘Saint irerasus: ""And, as by the action of the disobedient
virgin, man was afficted and, being cast down, died, so
also by the action of the Virgin who obeyed the word of
God, man being regenerated received, through life, life...
For it was meet and just... that Eve should be "‘recapitulated”’
in Mary, so that the Virgin, becoming the advocate of the
virgin, should dissolve and destroy the virginal disobedience
by means of virginal obedience’': Expuesitio doctringe apos-
tolicae, 33: S. Ch. 62, 83-86; cf also Adversus Huereses,
V.19, 1: S, Ch. 183, 248-250.

_ 31. Second Vatican Ecumenical Council, Dogmatic
Constitution on Divine Revelation Dei Verbum. 5.

32. Ibid, 5; cf. Dogmatic Constitution on the Church
FLumen Gentium, 56.
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33. Second Vatican Ecumenical Council, Dogmatic Con-
stitution on the Church Lumen Gentium, 56.

34. Ibid., 56,

35. Cf. ibid, 53, Saint Augustine, De Sancta Virgini-
tate, i, 3: PL 40, 398; Sermo 215, 4: PL 38, 1074; Sermo
196, I PL 38, 1019; De peccatorum meritis et remisSione,
i, 29, 67: PL 44 142; Sermo 25,7: PL 46, 937-938; Saint
Leo the Great, Tractactus 21, de natale Domini, I CCL
138, 86. : .

36. Ascent of Mount Carmel, 1. I, Ch, 3,4-8.

37. Cf. Dogmatic Constitution on the Church Lume
Gentium, 58. ; _ '

38, Jbid., 58.

39. Cf. Second Vatican Ecumenical Council, Dogmatic
Constitution on Divine Revelation Dei Verbum, 5.

40. Concerning Mary’'s participation of “compaséion"
in the death of Christ, cf. Saint Bernard, In Dominica infra

octavam Assumptionis Sermo, 14: 8. Bernardi Opera, V.
1968, 273. ,

- 41. Saint lrenaeus, Adversus Haereses EI!; 22,4 8. Ck.
211, 438-444; cf. Dogmatic Constitution on the - Church
Lumen Gentium, 56, Note G.

42.. Cf. Dogmatic Constitution on the Church Lumen
Gentium, 56, and the Fathers quoted there in Notes 8 and 9.

43. 'Christ is truth, Christis flesh: Christ truth in the
mind o; Mary, Christ flesh in the womb of Mary’": Saint.
Augustine, Sermo 25 (Sermones inediti) 7: PL 46, 938.

44. Dogmatic Constitution  on the Church Lumen
Gentium, 60.

45. 1bid., 61.
46. Ibid.; 62.

47. There is a well-known passage «f Origen on the
presence of Mary and John on Calvary: “'The Gospels are the
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first fruits of all Scripture and the Gospel of John is the first
of the Gospeis: no orie can grasp its meaning without having
leaned his head on Jesus’ breast and having received from
Jesus Mary as Mother”: Comm. in loan., 1, 8; PG 14, 31: cf.
Seint Ambrose, Expos. Evang. sec. Lucam, X, 129-131:
CSEL 32[4, 504 1.

43. Dogmatic Constitu’tion on the Church Lumen
Gentium, 54 and B53; the latter text quotes Saint Augustinie,
De Sancta. Virginitare Vi, 6: PL 40, 399, :

49, Dogmatic Constitution on the Church Lumen
Gentium, bb.

~ B0. Cf. Szint Leo The Great, Tractatus 26, de natale
Domini, 2: CCL 138, 128, ) _ .

51 Dogmatic Constitution on the Church Lumen
Gentium, 59.

52 Salnt Augustme, De civitate Dei, XV11,51: CCL
48, 650.

653. Second Vatican Ecumenical Council, Dogmatic
Constitution on the Church Lumen Gentium, 68.

B54. Jbid., 9.
55. Ibid., 9.
56. Ibid., 8.
57. 1Ibid., 9.
58. Ibid., 65.
59. Ibid., 59.

60. Cf Second Vatican Fcumenical Council, Dogmatic
Constitution on Divine Revelatlon Def Verbum, B.

61. Cf. Second Vatican Ecunmenical Coungcil, Dog natic
Constitution on the Church Lumen Gentium, 63,

62. Cf. Ipid., 9. '

63. Cf. ibid., 65,

64, [bid., 65. :
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65, Ibid,, 65.

66. Ct. ibid., 13.

67.. Cf ibid., 13

68. Cf. ibid.. 13

69. Cf. Roman Missal, formula of the Consecration of
the Chalice in the Eucharistic Prayers.

70. Second Vaticarn Ecumenical Council, Dogmatic
Censtitution on the Church Lumen Gentium, 1.

71. ibid., 13. o

72. ibid., 15

73. Cf. Second Vatican Ecumenical - Council, Decree
on Ecumenism Uniiatis Redintegratio, 1.

- 74. Dogmatic Constifution on the Church Lumen
‘Gentium, 68, 69. On Mary Most Holy, promoter of Christian

unity, and on the cult of Mary in the East, cf. Leo Xill,

Encyclical Epistle Adiutricem Populi (5 September 1895):
Acta Leonis, XV, 300-312.
75. Cf. Second Vatican Ecumenical Council, Decree on
Ecumenism Unitatis Redintegratio, 20.
76, Cf ibid. 19.
77, Ibid., 14.
78. Ibid., 15 .
79. Second Vatican Ecumenical Council, Dogmatic
Constitution on the Church Lumen Gentium, 66,
80. Ecumemcal Council of Chalcedon, Definitio fidel:

Concilisrum Oecum-nicorum Decreta Bologna 1973s, 86
(DS 301)

81. Cf. the Weddase Maryam (Praises of Mary),
which follows the Ethiopian Psalter and contains hymns and

prayers to Mary for each day of the week. Cf. also the

Matshafa Kidana Mebrat (Book of lke Pact of Merey); the

importance given 1o Mary in the Ethiopian hymnolegy ana‘

liturgy deserves to be emphasized.
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82. Cf Saint Ephrem, Hjma de Nativitate: Scripiores
Syri 82, CSCO, 186.

83. Ci Saint Gregdry of Narek, Le livie de prieres:
§. Cb. 78, 160-163; 428-432.

84. Second Ecumenical Council of Nicaes: Conciliorum
Cecumenicorum Decreta, Bologna 19738, 1356- 138 { DS 600-
609 ). \

85. Cf. Second Vatican Ecumenical Council, Dogmatic
Constitution on the Church Lumen Gentium, 59.

86. Cf. Second Vatican Ecumenical Council, Decree on

Ecumenism Unitaris Redintegratio, 19.

87. Second Vaticani Ecumenical Council, Dogmatic
Constitution on the Church Lumen Gentium, 8.

83. Ibid.. 9.

89. As is well known, the words of the Magnificat
contain or echo numerous passages of the Old Testament.

80. Second Vatican Ecumenical Council, Dogmatic
Constitution on Divine Revelation Dei Verbum, 2.

91. Cf for example Saint Justin, Dialogus cum
Tryphone Iudaeo, 100: Otto ll, 358; Saint lrenaeus, Adversus
Haereses 131, 22, 4: 8§ Ch. 211, 439-445; Tertullian, De
carne Christi, 17, 4-6: CCL 2, 904 {.

82. Cf. Sezint Epiphanius, Panarion, 1, 2; Haer. 78,
18: PG 42, 727-730.

93. Congregastion for the Doctrine of the Faith, fastruct- -

~ion on Christian Freedom and Liberaton (22 March 1986),
g7.

94. Second Vatican Ecumenical Council, Dogmatic
Constitution on the Chuich Lumen Gentium, 60.

85. Ibid., €0.

-



ix

96.. Ci. the formula of mediatrix ““ad Mediatorem’ of
Saint Bernard, 7n Dominica infra oct. Assumptionis Sermao,
2: 8. Bernardi Opera. ¥, 1968, 263. Mary as a pure mirror
sends back to her Son all the glory and honour which she
Yeceives: |d., In Nativitate B. Mariae Serino - De Aguaeductu,
12: ¢d cir., 283. :

97. Second Vatican Ecumenical Councit, Dogmatic
Constitution on the Church Lumen Gentium, 62.

98. Ibid., 62.
98. Ibid., 81.
100. 1hkid, 82.
101. 1bid., 61.
162, 1bid., 61.
103. Ihid., 62.
104, Ibid., 62.

105. Ivid., 82; in her prayer too the Church recognizes
and celebrates Mary's "‘maternal role’*: it is a role "of inter-
cessian and forgiveness, petition and grace, reconcilation and:
peace’” (cf. Preface of the Mass of the Blessed Virgin Mary,
Mether and Mediatrix of Grace, in Collectio Missarum de -
Beata Maria Virgine, ed- typ. 1987, 1, 120).

106. 1hid., 62

107.  Ibid., 82; cf. Saint John Damascene, Hom. in Dor- -
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