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6. cf. H.-H.ESSER, art.cit., 594ff. R.; BULTMANN, T/ e~
ology of the New Tastamem’ Vol. 1, London 1952, 282:-285;
Tedm, elecs, TDNT,II, 471ff ozkmmos‘ TDNT, V, 160
J. CAMBIFR & X. LEON—DUFOUR “Melcy” in Dictionary of
Biblical Theolgy (ed XLeon——Dufour) London 1973, 351.

7. The plural “mercies” is a Hebrew way of designating
concreate phenomena through the plural of abstract express-
ions. Cf. F. BLASS — A. DEBRUNNER — R.W.FUNK, 4
Greek Grammer of the New Testament, Cambridge 1961, § 142.

8, G.T. MONTAGUE, Tre Living Thougt of Saint Paul,
Milwaukee 1966, 159,

9. See,for example, Is 45:21; 46:13; 56:1 pass 40:10, 98:2f>

10. G.T. MONTAGUE, op. cit., 157f.; J.A.T. ROBINSON,
Wrestling with Remans,London 1979, 38f.

11. Outside paul, see also Jn 3:16; 1 Jn 4:9--10.

12- CH. DODD, The Episile of Paul to the Romans,
London 1959, 101.

13, In Greek, hilasterion. In the LXX it is the translat-
ion of the Hebrew kapporet, mercy seat, which served as
a lid to cover the ark of the covenant in the innermost
sanctuary of the Temple. It was considered to be the most
sacred object in the whole Temple, the throne of Yahweh.
See S.LYONNET L. SABOURIN, Sin, Redemption and Sacri fice,
Rome 1970, 159ff. In our text, whether hilasterion is translat-
ed as a neuter noun, a mercy seat, for a masculine adjective
makes no real differenc to the sense. Itis an instrument or
place of the verb hilaskesthai which in biblical Greek (the LXX)
means to remove the taint of sin, to purify (not to prepiti-
ate an angry God!). It is God who (through the high prlest)
purifies through the sprinkling of blood. See J. A. T
ROBINSON, op. cii., 44f

14. See S. LYONNET, “Pauline Soteriology>’ in Robert
A. Feuillet (ed.,) Introduction to the New Testament, New York
1965, 848f.

15. The words “‘put forward” in Rom 3:25 are signi-
ficant. They mean that the crucified Christ, sprinkled in his
own blood, is shown to the world openly and publicly, not
like the OT ritual hidden, behind the curtain. All the three
" Synoptists (cf. Matt 27 : 51 and par.) mention  the tearing
of the veil in the Temple when Jesus was dying on - the
Cross. 1t is surely not out of mere historical interest! There
is certainly a theology behind it.

16. ““Blood”, in Dictionary of Bibilical Theology, 53.

17. Cf.Rom 5:8-10; 8: 32; the agony of Jesus in Geths-
emani: Mt 26 : 36 - 46 and par.; Heb 5
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18.

,

‘G0 1PHS 66 B> alvcaleruleno awlexemomlaed 45

1Jn 4:8 See 5. LYCNNET, “Redemption” in

Dictionary of Biblical Theology, 483,

19.

The parable of the “Prodigal Son™ in Lk 15:11-32

aptly portrays this merciful love of the father.

20.
21.
22.
23,
24.

25.

C. H. DODD, op. cit., 198

Op. cit., 598. :

A.M. HUNTER, op. cit-, 44

A.M. HUNTER, Romans, London 1955, 106

‘Eph 2:4-6; Col 2: 12.

Note that it is the conixti- of a recent deadly affl-

iction that Paul is blessing God as the “Father of Mercies”
1n 2Cor 1:3. . '
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