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St. Albert

the Great

“Labour as a good soldier of Jesus Christ (1 Tim. 2:3)

f Key to the Saint )
Born : 1200.
Death : 1280.
Canonized : 1931 by Pope Pius 11t
Feast Day : November 15.
Pation saint : Scientists, Philosophers, Medical Technicians
Position of Catholic Church : Bishop, Doctor of Church Life Albert
§ J
Life

' studies, he was introduced to
Albert was born in Germany and Dominican Order and he joined their
educated in Italy. He was very brilliant brotherhood. Dasing his life is the

in his studies. During his university Order, his suspensions sent he as to
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teach in Germany. He spent long 20
years in teaching profession and he got
his master degree in 1248. He taught
many scholars and his most famous
student was St. Thomas Aquinas. Later
in 1260 impressed by his acmes Pope
Alexander IV appointed him as Bishop
of Regensburg. He leads a simple life.
Although he was a bishop Albert refused
to ride horse and went every where
on foot. This seemingly unusual prac
tice was consistent with the rules of
the Order. His life and his office es
bishop did not agree with Albert and
he resigned from his post in 1263 Pope
Urban XVI accepted his resign ation
and reassigned him to preach about
the Eighth Crusade to German-
Speaking people. Albert became ill in
1278 and he died on November 15,
1280.

Glimpse of St. Albert

Albert was very bright in his
education. As we know that education
and commitment to profession make
a person great. History says that
sometime around year 1223, Albert
experienced an encounter with
Blessed Virgin Mary. This encounter
moved him so much that he chose to
become a member of Dominican Order.
There also he continued his studies.
After his graduation he did not resolve
in the monastery. He went to teach and
that made him more accu rate. There
were many bright students born from
this great Master he led a light to many
students and out of them one was
famous Thomas Aquinas who also
become a doctor of the church and
saint same as his Master Albert. Albert
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had passion to his studies. Acc ording
to Albert, knowledge is power and
without the light and rays of wisdom
one could not eradicate evil in this
misery world. Albert was very
interested in Aristotle and he made
commentary on almost all Aristotle’s
works. He also studied the teachings
of several Muslim scholars, he started
the curriculum of philosophy in Domin
ican Order. Albert was neither ruthless
nor politically minded and the worldly
inclination not defend him. Albert’s
complete works, total 38 volumes and
it covered all with science philosophy
and theology. He also studied about
the nature, plants, animals. He devoted
his entire life to acquire knowledge and
shared those wisdoms to his disciples.
His teachings and works have been a
hallmark of catholic intellectual life
and relevant for today.

Spiritual Enlightenment of St. Albert

Albert is not only a philosophical
Scholar but he is spiritually enlighte
ned person, with his spiritual power
he was appointed as Bishop. But there
he did not take the pleasures and
benefits of his office. He was not willing
to use the benevolences of the church.
He even refused to use ride of horse.
He went everywhere on foot. The life
of a bishop according to him was
royal. Now a days many of our church
personalls and its authorities use their
office for power and show their sple
ndid life. But Albert, a person close to
God and spiritually powerful refuse to
the pleasure of such power and
resigned his office as a bishop. He did
not complain anything. After his
resignation he became a mediator. He
mediated disputes between individual’s
as well as resolving a dispute between
the people of Cologne and their
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bishop. He also founded a university
in Germany

Lesson by Great Life

Dear all, as we are living in a
contemporary world where people are
starving for power and money. For
today’s world many are leading life
craving evil inclinations and bodily
pleasure. But as we know that the last
moment of this life if we look back, we
could see nothing but chaos and mess.
We would have nothing to carry from
this precious life and present to Divine
Father. Often, we, sometimes loose
pearl in our hand simply searches
forums. If we study the life of St. Albert,
led in the total success. He had a
passion in life. He was brilliant He
acquired maximum knowledge. He did
not loss his life for perished things in
this world. Rather he shared his
wisdom to the world. Like a candle he
spread his knowledge and all realms
of life and friendship and love. As we
are the youngsters and future lamps

of world, we have to acquire maximum
knowledge. We should have a passion
to wisdom. Without knowledge and
wisdom, we could not find the ultimate
truth. If we have power, that power or
might could not affect our spiritual
journey. We should not compensate
the bodily inclinations. We have to
grow with spiritual power and
emotional strength. We ultimately bow
our heads before Almighty God. Let’s
Pray. Saint Albert the Great, we bow
our heads before you, your knowledge
of the sacred and physical Sciences
understood God as a total reality.
Through your divine intercession, help
the faithful to see the reality not as
divided but as an expression of Triune
God. We beg your intercession when
we have doubt. Please enlighten us
when we are in doubt and trouble. Be
a consoler, purifier and ray a
knowledge. Amen.
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One day one of my friends told me
about the series “The Chosen”. He told me
there is an app in the play store called
The Chosen that describes the public life
of Jesus. The series narrates the life of
Jesus in a very striking way. The character
of St. Mathew described in the said series
is very interesting, and I think is true to
the nature of Mathew the tax collector. He
is depicted as some one lonely and
discarded by the public namely the Jews;
he always prefers to be on well and tidy
clothes, wears clean shoes and very much
particular to be a hygiene fanatic. Notably
he is well versed in reading, writing and
in mathematics. When Jesus calls him to
quit the job of the publican and to follow
him, without any rethought, Mathew

Mathew
the Messianic Narrator

Shijin Puthenpurackal
Vice President
MCYM Central Secretariat

obliges. And we could see even the
chosen disciples like Peter could not
digest Jesus’ decision to make Mathew
his disciple. Mathew was a novice to the
public life in the society because he had
been in the solitude of his own for many
years. He knew the mathematics but was
ignorant of the Holy Scrip ture and it is
James who helps Mathew to learn the
Scripture. Thus goes the character of
Mathew 1n the series named, The Chosen.

We have very little narration about
Mathew the evangelist in the Gospels. In
the synoptic gospels we see the call of
Mathew, Mt. 9. 9-13, Mk. 2. 13-17, and
Lk. 5. 27- 28. Other than these, we do
not see Mathew’s direct involvement in
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the gospel narration. But one thing is sure
Mathew was watching Jesus very closely.
Mathew became the most important of
all the gospel texts for the first and second
century Christians because it contains all
the elements important to the early
church: the story about Jesus’ miraculous
conception and birth, discipleship,
teaching and account of Jesus gospel
journey. And we could assume that
Mathew had a close collaboration with
Jesus in his gospel mission.

There are many narrations those are
very much particular to Mathew alone.
Matthew 18:10 is traditionally cited as

biblical evidence of Guardian Angels.
There are elements to Matthew’s Gospel
that are unique to it alone. The Infancy
Narrative of Matthew comprises the first
two Chapters and emphasizes the
appearance of an Angel of the Lord in a
dream to Joseph, the Star of Bethlehem
to guide the Visit of the Magi, Joseph’s
role in the Flight into Egypt before the
Massacre of the Innocents, and the return
of the Holy Family to Nazareth. Matthew
includes the complete Sermon on the
Mount in Chapters 5 through 7; and
Matthew’s description of his becoming
an Apostle in Chapter 9:9-13.

WIQIC2AMM MOlo6nI@ 2021



Matthew is the only one of the
Gospel writers to refer to the Church in
his reference to establishing Church
authority with Peter, and in Matthew
18:17-20 where Jesus concludes “Where
two or three are gathered in my name,
there am I in the midst of them.” Parables
unique to Matthew include the Weeds
among the Wheat (Matthew 13:24-30),
the Unforgiving Servant (18:23-35), the
Labourers in the Vineyard (20:1-16), the
Two Sons (21:28-32), and the Ten
Virgins (25:1-13). The Last Judgement
in Matthew 25:31-46 indicates that Christ

Jesus cared for every living soul,
expressed in the famous quote, “As you
did it to one of the least of my brethren,
you did it to me” (Matthew 25:40), a
quote that supports the theological basis
for the dignity of the human person, a core
principle of liberty. Following his
Resurrection, Jesus gave his Apostles the
Great Commission: “Go therefore and
make disciples of all nations, baptizing
them in the name of the Father and of the
Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching
them to obey everything that I have
commanded you. And remember, I am

HHHHHH
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with you always, to the end of the age.”
(Matthew 28:19-20).

In all these we could see the
purpose of call Jesus extended to Mathew
the tax collector. Jesus purposefully
wanted someone to narrate his Messianic
journeys to the future generations. And it
was for that purpose Mathew was called.
As a tax collector he suffered a lot and
that was the formation Jesus himself
designed for the betterment of the future
evangelist and narrator of his life to the
generations. The Catholic Church and the
Eastern churches hold the tradition that
Mathew the Evangelist died as a martyr.
The Latin Church celebrates the feast of
St. Matthew on 21 September, and the

Oriental tradition on 16 November. St.
Matthew is represented under the symbol
of a winged man, carrying in his hand a
lance as a chara cteristic emblem. The
emblem repres ents Jesus’ Incarnation,
and his human nature. It signifies that
Christians should use their power of
reason for the attainment of salvation. As
we are about to celebrate the feast of St
Mathew the Apostle in our tradition let
us imbibe this specific Mathean style of
reason. To be a better human person and
to be a better Christian we need to use
our reason in a better way. In this world
of techniques and technologies let us too
be prepared well to defend our faith and
tradition from the attacks and conquests
of anti-Christian and ungodly powers. As
St. Mathew used his skills and blood for
the spread of the Gospel thus let us too
use our skills for the expansion of the
Christendom.
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