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“If I told you earthly things ‘
and you do not believe, how will you
believe if | tell you heavenly things?”

(John 3:12)
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This painting, specially designed for the front cover of this book,
depicts the ‘Exodus’ of the Syro-Malabar faithful to Great Britain.
The background setting, the crossing of the sea by the Syro-Malabar
faithful, links this ‘Exodus’ of our faithful with both the Old Testament
narratives of the Exodus of the Israelites and the early expeditions of the
Apostles of Jesus Christ to different continents to preach the Gospel.
By these exoduses, both the Israelites and the Apostles desired to be
blessed and to be a blessing for others. This is the aim of the ‘Exodus’
of the Syro-Malabar faithful to Great Britain as well: like Saint Thomas
the Apostle, their Father of the faith, they desire to be blessed and to
be a blessing for others (Genesis 12:2). The ‘Exodus’ also shows the
‘synodality’ of the Catholic Syro-Malabar Eparchy of Great Britain.

Designed by K S Ananthapadmanabhan

Exodus Idea by Rev. Fr. Jijimon Puthuveettilkalam, SJ (Doctoral Scholar,
Oxford University, UK; Member, Joint Commission for Theological
Dialogue between the Catholic Church and the Assyrian Church of the
East; Catholic Observer, Joint Commission for Theological Dialogue

between the Catholic Church and the Oriental Orthodox Churches).

Layout & Design: Aneesh Midland; Ph: +91 9400801090;
E-mail: midlandpala@gmail.com
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“Miy Lord and
my BGod”

(John 20:28)
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<C Even those traditions that preserve

the use of the iconostasis, with the
royal door, or the veil that conceals the
sanctuary at some moments in the rite,
teach us that these are architectural or ritual
elements that speak not of distance from
God, but rather heighten the mystery of
the “condescension” — of the synkatabasis
- by which the Word came and continues
to come to the world.??

(From the address of His Holiness Pope
Francis to the participants in the plenary
meeting of the Dicastery for the Eastern
Churches - 18 February 2022)







<< he mind of the Church when

erecting an Ecclesiastical
Circumscription outside the
traditional territory is to assist the
Eastern Catholic faithful belonging
to their respective Eparchy (cf. can.
916, 1 CCEO) to grow in their
sense of identification with their
sui iuris Church by participating
in their proper ecclesial life. This
is the mission entrusted to you by
Pope Francis for the Syro-Malabar
faithful, so that their precious
liturgical, = theological, spiritual,
disciplinary, and cultural heritage
may flourish also in Great Britain?

(From the letter of His Eminence
Leonardo Cardinal Sandri to His
Excellency Mar Joseph Srampickal;
9 March 2020, Prot. N. 219/2016)
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His Eminence

Leonardo Cardinal Sandri
Prefect, Dicastery for the Eastern Churches
(2007 - 2022)
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€ T have always thought of it as a miracle that St Thomas
A Christians, the first-century Christian community,
is with Semitic roots and is enriched by such an incredible

precious tradition [...] Yours is a very special, beautiful and
quick flourishing community. You, the children of missions,
have become missionaries for non-Christians worldwide. We
marvel at your missionary zeal. At the same time, here in
this place, in Great Britain, you came probably by sea as it
was at the beginning of the Church, to bring your witness to
‘Christians that are already Christians’, to enrich the idea of
Christianity which has never been or should not have been
a Church of one tradition [...] Your silence is the silence in
the universal Church and nobody can express the words that
you will express in your Christian life, in your liturgy, in your
theology and in all the expressions of your Church life. So, we
need you. Our mission is not to protect you; our mission is
to promote your presence as a living part of the body of our
Lord Jesus Christ. You are a gift to Great Britain. And this has
to be clearly emphasised. D)

(From the addyess of His Grace Archbishop Claudio
Gugerotti to the participants in the eparchial gathering
of the Catholic Syro-Malabar Eparchy of Great Britain;
23-25 May 2022)
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<« he Catholic Church is universal. The

duty of the Church is to bear witness
to Christ in the whole world. The Syro-
Malabar Church, as a sui iuris Church, also
has the same mission. Hence our migrant
communities have to bear witness to Christ
in their respective countries according to the
heritage and traditions of our Church. It is
for this purpose that the Holy See has given
eparchies and other institutional structures
to our migrant communities)

(From the DPastoral Exhortation 'United
Onward' of His Beatitude Mar George Cardinal
Alencherry, Major Archbishop of Syro-Malabar
Catholic Church; dated 6 January 2017)
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! CCT iturgy has got the prime place in the
: Church. Liturgy, which is the solemn

celebration of the faith, is the main element
:  of the individuality and identity of each
Church [...] All the devotions must lead the
faithful to the Liturgy. Liturgy is the work of
God, and devotions are the works of man.
Devotions are personal, whereas Liturgy
is the work of the Church with Christ as
the head and faithful, the body. Because of
this ecclesiastical nature of the Liturgy, no
individual has permission to add, omit or
alter anything in the Liturgy.2?

oL
(74

(From the Pastoral Letter 16 of His Excellency "4
Mar Joseph Srampickal, dated 21" November | = =
2022) ,,
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I. Why do we need to reflect on our Saint Thomas
Christian Identity (Mar Thoma Margam) and imbibe
its spirit into our lives here in Great Britain? ................. 27
1. Orientalium Dignitas, an Encyclical on the Churches
of the East, issued by Pope Leo XIII on 30 November
L D AT I R o T eveeFinncksitinsansessinntesessastll, TR EATCRY 28
The worthiness of the Eastern Catholic Churches.............. 30
The glory of the rituals and languages in the liturgies of
the Eastern Catholic Churches........ooeveooiveeieiiieeeeeieeee. 30
The Richness of the Catholic Church through diversity ..... 30
The Firm stand of the Catholic Churches to protect the
Fastern Catholic Churches s it e rRgrusi MU 1= 31
2. Orientalium Ecclesiarum, a Second Vatican Council
decree on the Catholic Churches of the Eastern Rite,
promulgated by Pope Paul VI on 21 November 1964 ....32
The Contribution of the Eastern Catholic Churches in
representing the undivided heritage of the
DIt S e ehbes Son e (R T N e e 34
The Need for the protection and promotion of the
EastetniEacholici@hurches s s e e 34
The Role of Eastern Catholic Churches in ecumenism....... 235
e Y N RS G A
© - [ THEHOLY TO THE HOLYONES- R g ~ " LathoicSyo-Malabr Eparcy o Great rtain éx 2
- --&5»L‘?.afi_(aﬁqﬁag’tlftif@@'__ - PASTORAL PLAN 70727077 2




7

3. Unitatis Redmtegmtzo, a Second Vatican Council

Decree on Ecumenism, promulgated by Pope Paul VI
on 21 November 1964 ........covereeruessrensnesnesnnssessaessnenns 36

Orientale Lumen, an Apostolic letter issued by Pope
John Paul IT on 2 May 1995 to mark the centenary of
Orientalium Dignitas of Pope Leo XIIL..........cceerueuennen. 38

The Indispensable nature of the Eastern Catholic
Churches in the Universal Church.........cvoveveveviveiieeeenenanen.. 38

The Theological approach in the Liturgy of the Eastern
ROl EULCRES Bl . i ool genhon.] TR of R A0 39

The Uniqueness of the Liturgical celebrations of the
Eabgein Catholic"Clhurchics ... o o b TN it oy el 40

The Distinguished way of perceiving
(SdEian ADOPHATIC Way-#. .1\ ;0. Fogugse-s Huine tise the dlURE ST 1o 41

Instruction for Applying the Liturgical Prescriptions
of the Code of Canons of the Eastern Churches,
OBV 90 . csorosessusssotdeetbadshadobrssoresebspisessssioiosn 41

Citing the Second Vatican Council Decree on

Ecumenism, Unitatis Redintegratio, The Instruction
underlines the role of promoting the authentic liturgies

of the Eastern Catholic Churches to foster ecumenism: .....42

The Instructions observes that the Eastern Catholic
Churches maintain a direct continuity with the spiritual
experience of the Christian origins.........cceeceeieecenreenieneae. 43

Preservation of the identity of the Eastern Catholic
faighfulin-the migranrlabdi e ol ol i

. e o A%H,m — ‘_-#_,—1-.‘

A ==

: QUDSA LQA[N]DISE)

mufuownms Bt



The Instruction condemns all attempts to distance the
Eastern Catholic faithful from their genuine traditions: ..... 44

" The Reformations and progress in the

Easterhf@atholic @hurches) stk i o s s i 44
The Primacy of the liturgy in the

Eastern Catholic Churches .....oooovvveveieeiiiiiiieeieeeeeenene. 44
The Need to Restore the Authentic Liturgical Traditions

of the Eastern Catholic Churches ....coeooueeveeeeeeieieeeieeeen.. 45
About the Liturgical Vestments and Non-Liturgical Dress

of Bishapsarnd Clerey..............ol i coefi 8. e, 45
About the Popular Devotions..........oieeeneinenivenneinesininuiit 46
(G OTICLIISTOI | 7 Mt v e s« b e ae s e et v et e i SR 46

II. How can we learn about our Saint Thomas Christian
Identity (Mar Thoma Margam) and authentically live

it out here in Great Britain?......c.cceceevueeruecsecsnnsensncesunens 48

BN Biareey A SN R e DR el L 50

e oolgwyils. e Mol s R NSRRI T 52

B S PIIItAliEy e . oo o S g R SR D 33
aperlDisoipline. . s & et TR N 56

¢ et G Eod 1T SR Mo M SU R el S £ ) SR RN T So 58
Eotsicion... RAIE B0 T L o e R Rl e A 59

ITII. Why do We follow the Chaldean _

or the East Syriac Liturgy? ....c.cccceveivuensucnsecssniiensaensnenns 61

1. Six Official Christian Liturgical Families..........c.ccecueu..n. 63
2. Why do We Follow the East Syriac Tradition?................ 66
IV. Implementation of the Pastoral Plan 68

4 3“"‘"“ A e mn 2T /,,\.

% 4 A O CathaleSyo-Malbar Eparey of Great Bitan 7 S -

 ASTIRAL LAY 2072007 | <1



V.

Phase One: 27% November 2022

to 2 December 2023 ....c..cie0eueenmssssssansosiosessassasescsnssions 68
Specific Focus: TICUrEye. . 48 .ot o s S ST e ot S 68
FIVRG Al w a2 SRR T N A P 68
NI e CTIOPNPlans: ¥ Myt o sten b ol o RS ST 70

Phase Two: 39 December 2023
t0 30™ November 2024 .......uueeeeeeeeeeerssessnneeeeeecccssssonsaneees 71

Spedific Fotusy Theplogy«h k.. SNl L R ST 71
Five Goals: S e i o5 Bt o Lo = na s L aes il 71
Nine Action Plans:.......... e 1 L S i e el L Al
Phase Three: 1* December 2024 .

10 29" November 2025 ..ccceeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeesesesessssssssens 73
BpEathicocus: Spiritualipy .. 5..0..... o L. L SRS o 73
Bivel@€@oalssie . .o Feaafly 0 P S St e S e e 73
N C A IO Rl A s e L e B ] 73

Phase Four: 30" November 2025
t0 28" November 2026 ........uueeeeeeeeeeerssssnnneeeeeeeccssssssssaaee 75

Specitic;Eaciis: Discipling i, . o0 B o S108 TGRS 75
|23y e g e e L 15 MO AU S W TR ) 75
I ATl ¥ori T 13 01 1 B e A o A SN OISR et Mt £ 76
Phase Five: 29" November 2026

10 271 November 2027 .....cceeerrrrueeecersrneeecssssnsecesssssseesssns 77
Speelfic-FoanasdEnlifires™s T 7 L s s ol id e oS 77
e O Al B s et o 1 1 bk 20 £ o o il LRI 7i7h
Nine Actlon L BT e ot = e SR e e ) 78

Steucoats ota Syro-Malabar Church............ccceeueeuneeneee. 80

VI. For Further Readlng ....... DAt R st segies T




@Rym)elo 85

I.

‘/ . HEﬁUermmE Hﬂ_lY'{INES A g LSS Eatﬁﬁl’icﬁy_m-l\llalaharEpamhyot'ﬁma'lﬂrilain
e e s QODAVENDRE) ~ PASTORAL PLAN 2072.2077]

MMNU3 af)TNDHIME MNIGCOMIMI(BHIAVDIM]BH:B)0S
@mlaow (2036omIMINI3Yo) allailanmo

9a1Y)BHW)o GRMINIG HN2IMMYo DUINANINE G
(enilsml@d 21alles)@w)o Galemo? 89

‘@leaoland naoomio’ (Orientalium Dignitas)

(1894 MalomIB 30-20 M IVM], HLICWI 13-0003

233a9a]d alj0®a|S)aila) aIDOIV®YIVEDHHS B0

2|)88 210(H1BHCLINIMO) 90

nJ'D(D(T\‘)J@<Sc6)(S(0TO70QﬂoBS)O MUEHBINS DaOQIDIO....cceeeeieennenne 91

DO MY HETMILNBHITVBMHSBIOS @R)YDOWM(B>N633
SloLl BOaUBB)HSWV)0 @Y 21006BBBIOSW)0 DadODIo............. 92

esalailwymsslennsmss
BCOMILNBNITVBDINS AVAUAND)...corvieererrersnrsecneserssenaaereereans 92

AlDOMIMY SHECOMILNENO TVRGOS MVoOMHUlLHIMSS
@RBENIBTVEWIOS D0af MIBIAIDS .....coonerererircerriienssrenreiesesaene 92

‘almoav®yavedud’ (Orientalium Ecclesiarum) (1964
MAloeI@ 21-90 ®1V®] Galdwd @YOINM alda]d
al}0®a|s)aila) almoab@my olomlsel
@COMILINBNITVEHNBAN N2 BB WD) .cucrereneneriscscsenes 94

TR S 2

k3




als . 3 = : A X ;
T 2 s o S 4 :
B PSS -"‘"’-'.‘ s e g A m@\ L T

MOBQY(@]BHMVERWHS BRANBSMONAIM B0 (al®IMm]
WOMo §21QYMMITI aIDOTVDMY SHCOMILNBND TVBH
SOSRMDOBIAID .. .. L R . T N pn e o 95

DM@ § & EOMILINHHITVEMHSBINS TVoO _
SHHUMODIOMWWI0 QINAMONIDMWWI0 BYQAUUDLDHD ...vvvvvvveves 95

VOB | (A IQUBO MBS T3
alDOTV @} & COMILNBHITVBWINS Al ...ovvereeeenreersrrererrereneranes 96

3. Unitatis Redintegratio, 1964 malosnid 21-0) Gal0ud
@RYOIRM alda] alj0Ma|S)alla] AVHHEDIHOID TV
aWwla @200 AUNHIANIMD BhDMBAVIGY GOEM....uererersesssesss 96

4. ‘@leaolond oaigdlajo’ (Orientale Lumen) (91600
13-0000 alda[0WANS H1PANHMF DaOOMICMINAG MO0
A19BaH1BHOM@3 1995 GAW 2-20 M IV®] G2206m
GaldUd EMEI0 alda]d af) 9}V HOUAOIM:ELINIMO)......... 97

MOBY@BTVBWIMTT aIDOMI®YECOMILNEHITVE
DENBS GRMMIDOW TUAOIMO.....oeesirivsserasiserassssssssssssssssssssssiss 98

DO MY HETNILNENHOTVRHBIOS @RYOOWM (A
enNss 0OBAUUMINS(@AVATAIMO. ... ieveiarerrreersesesassessssssssees 98

u@@«ﬁ@(g‘ﬁa(smoeﬂoes)om)@oe:gg@s @Y OIWM (A
@RYGCLI0aH6BBBIOS GOMDYEILD)....ccoviieiiiirieiiiensiieniienieiseieniessnasioces 99

9RO @E{00 AW AMIVILINHH)M
I L Lo ) e 6Tl TR R e R RIA 15 SePs 1) () 100

5. alMOAV@MIAVEHBINS HIMM MI@ATVoadlmIsel
@QOIWM(HA MA@ MSaflenasnmalmss
m13G3Ud0, 6 2M)0IA1 1996 101

P o e
sk s Cathole Syro-Malabar Eparchyof reaf Bain
LmiFASTﬂ_HAl PLAN 2“22-23_2_7




‘Unitatis Redintegratio’ ag)0D 061300 QIOM1H003 HDemdavl
eillom MeeEH OO MoenIMWla] AWl(B:] @RLG]a)

| OBINE TVOOERH OO AUSBOM}AND@IM alDOIV® Y
HEOMILINBHIMEHS1OLI @RYWIHOOld: @RYOIWM(HA

6BUD alB1Galoatla lEMM@IMBS it ‘MIBEGZU00’

(The Instruction) @RSIQUOWISYAD]....uccurverermcercrecrserercrmerecsersessens 102

OO(HM®AI D0QISEBROS @RYELIOORIS @RMYEAI

omlod eMAI5IBB ©SABa] M@@Gﬁ@é &HCOMOLIHHOTVE
&0 Meimdomymealam ‘MmBeguoo’ (The Instruction)

D O] B T8 e R ey e s 103

©)S1CWQERUEBSEIGE alDOIV®Y HEOMOLlend @M
N S0 [GF: S0 RESUERE SO, SN sord MR RS St | - (5 103

AIDOM®Y HEOMILNBHOHO GRAIOYS Heldailelod
OM®OW aldOMIOYEBSEIE3 WIANG:QIMM af)eld (Uo26E3
o8W)o ‘Ml63000° (The Instruction) @PalLlailenMM].............. 104

alDOM M} SCOMILNBHITVERHSIG3
MGAI@NIMAU0 ARGOIDDINWO ...ocveviiiirirrrrirnisenisrisessenaaaes 104

alDOMI®Y SHCOMILlendTveHSleel
@RYOIWM(HAONINAG TVDYANDDAVOIMO..ovessrivssrrressrsssssrsssssees 105

alPOM @Y BCOMILINENITVBHSINS
@RYWHOCH20W BRHOIWM(HA 00U OD]OHZ

o) ©O)RLICMNODIDMG @RYQUUDID D ..vvvvverevsssresssssinesannssssssasssanes 106
OR(@MIMIMIHSW)o HHAIBIB0)OSWI0 UM (@EBBS)0
@RYOIWM(BHADNOJUNV(@IEBBBO...cvvvvrerrererierersssrserersesersesnessasensens 106
0 OID RAOIAEA OTN6BRUDL.... &0 L Aiama Ll . L MR 106
R BITUSAD RO e e s 2 S R R e s 107
OB SIS i, . 4“-‘-‘“‘-‘ S e N
HE HOLY __Iﬂ,'mf 'HOLY ONES: 20 RS, ~ bl SyoMelabr garchy of Great Bitain

s s QDA PASTORAL PLAN 2027021 |



II.

II1.

1.

2g)63BOM I MIGCOMIBNI M(AMVIIM] OMINOW B
0la] (203comomMINIBRo) a101d9IMY0 GG (nI5aD
a1 V1a3 @R® @RYWIB:I01:n001 21ailandm)oe

avowla9)an o ? 108
il (GT@(DO(D(T)LcG:o ................................ 110
DENIC)6)8 QU0 DI (0) o SN ESE NS =k e SR S St ! 112
4, UOLDHOTTI(EDDI0 .eeeererrereararereesessssasaseesesessasassssesesaes 23, it ord 116
5. MUOMUIM0 .......cenine T Sl S e e 118
(Yo [IT0Ye XY @ JOX (o Yol SAPrA A s SRS A B IR = B s S AL o e s bl M s 120

ag) MO IENE M0 alMOAV®MY IVYO1WIM] ERYOIWM
(Do allam)soam)?: 122

@R BME3LWNIE @PYOIWM(BHA B)S)0MIETBUD cuveeecscsenes 124

ag)aMOHI6NE MANUZ alDOAV®YAVIO1IWIM] A 100D Y0

allamysoeyan)? 127
@RRaIILINaIFV®]IWINS MIBQ anemo 129
6aNdo 2LIS0: 2022 MAUNIA 27 M)D@I -

2023 AWlavomid 2 AINO ; 129
(AICG® &> DDAN@I: @@oowmu&mo....................................._ .......... 129

@RERNLIHUYEBBUD..........coorvenes

BBl HBMNAIBDDINEUB.......cveieeeiiereeeeeeeeieeerereeresieeseeseressenes 131




5.

(aIG®YH DDAN@I: AMVOMVB000
@N6101) L1H | 6813U3
BMBal®IN BB IRLGHU3

= 2024 Malo6nIA 30 QI

@220 2L1S0: 2023 AWIMVENIA 3 MI@GI

(G ODIN@I: ODBAUUDIMV(DI0..ccvereererersrerersrrenne
@REMN BIBHYEBIBUD:.......coonvrenrinrirrierieiessesssssesssssssaiens
BBl HBMNAIBDDINBUB.....eeeeeeieeeeieeeeeeeeeeeeeeeens

M)aNIo *LIG0: 2024 <u>’|m>osm<6 1 D@D
2025 MOloMIQ 29 AUNHO

(G Y B DDAN@I: @RHREL LIS ....ooovverrirririeene
G@RENEIBHYEBIBUD........ovcerervrcerieriassesesesesssesasaassssens
BMBal®IM BHBEAAIRDDIBUB.....nceereerireeeeeirereererseneeeaees

MOLId0 2LIG0: 2025 MAIGIUA 30 MGG
2026 AWlavomid 28 QOO

(GO B> DDAN@Y: YTIBHEIM(BHDO......ooerrirrariieennnns
@O EIDHYEBBUD........oocvverireirrirrissinississassssssssssassaes
Bl HBMNAIBDDINEUB......ocveeereerereneeeereerereneaeas

@60 LIS0: 2026 MAIENIA 29 MG

2027 MQlo6NIA 27 QAIHO

@o

_alhuTcﬁymMaTa taxmorl -ﬂntaml..-; k
TORAL

133
133

133
135

137

137
137
137

139

139
139
140

141




am  delighted  fo
present “The Holy

to the Holy Ones,
the Second Five-year
Pastoral Plan of the - f
Catholic ~ Syro-Malabar =&
Eparchy of Great Britain.
I hope you may recall thi&} '
phrase ‘the Holy to the Holy
Ones’, which was the title of | 3
our preparatory document
for  the  Eparchial
Gathering from 23
to 25% May 2022 at
Cefn Lea Park in Mid
Wales. “The Holy to the
Holy Ones’ is a beautiful prayer uttered by the celebrant during
iy the Holy Qurbana of the Syro-Malabar Church, just before the
@ reception of the Holy Communion. This prayer reminds us of the
7N i ke s it T
£ ’ \l Catholic Syro-Malabar Eparchy of Great Bitain = i 23 ;
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_ Lk 1:49), the ‘Holy ones’ refers to the members of the Church sine

lfd'ﬂow—up of the invitation of the Holy Father Pope Francis to the

&THE HU|:Y Il] THE HﬂlY'ﬂ-NES . A ‘04 L : -E-;;;I;Tc'Syru-MalaharEpamhy of Great Brtain

Scriptural words: “Be holy, for I am holy” (1 Peter 1:16). While the#
term ‘Holy’ refers to the name/person of God (Ps 111:9; Is 57:15;

macula et ruga (without spot or wrinkle). This Church without spot
or wrinkle is a reality only after the final judgement, but our hope
is that all the faithful will be blessed to be part of that Church in
the paradise, which is the Bride of the Bridegroom, the Lamb. This
is the same theme that we meditate upon during the last Liturgical
Season of the Syro-Malabar Church: the Dedication of the Church
(Pallikoodhashakkalam). 1 pray that this Pastoral Plan for the years
2022 - 2027 may be an inspiration for all the members of oy
Eparchy to become holy ones and to live according to the spirit of
the liturgy.

Our new Pastoral Plan is aimed to deepen our knowledge of the
Syro-Malabar Church’s liturgy, theology, spirituality, discipline and
culture, which constitute a Church sui iuris. It is the outcome of a
series of consultations and discussions at various levels based on the -
preparatory document by the same name, published on Maundy
_ (Pesaba) Thursday, 14™ April 2022. The Eparchial Gathering 2022
further deepened our discussions and deliberations, and it was AT )i

Universal Church to walk in the path of Synodality, to listen to one
another, to hear what God says to us, to realise that the Holy Spirit
can speak through anyone, and to move forward together on our
journey as people of God. Priests, religious, and delegates from all
parishes/missions/proposed missions and ministries of the Eparchy
participated in this gathering with great devotion and enthusiasm.
Evidently, this Eparchial Gathering was a grace-filled occasion, and
it provided a genuine ecclesial experience for all the participants.

The major speakers at this Eparchial Gathering were His Grace
Archbishop Claudio Gugerotti, the Prefect of the Dicastery for the
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Eastern Chruches, the then Apostolic Nuncio to Great Britain; His

Grace Archbishop Cyril Vasil, the Secretary of the Dicastery for the

Eastern Churches from 2009 to 2020, and the Eparchial Bishop of .

Kosice; Prof Dr Sebastian Brock, Retired Reader of Syriac Studies,
the University of Oxford; Rev Dr Pauly Maniyattu, the Secretary of
the Liturgical Commission of the Syro-Malabar Church from 2010
to 2018, Rev Dr Aneesh Kizhakkeveedu, the Assistant Secretary
of the Liturgical Commission of the Syro-Malabar Church; and
Prof Dr P C Aniyankunju, the former Principal of St Aloysius

College, Edathua. Their presentations were really enriching and

otivational. Now it is our turn to imbibe, live out and share with
others what they have shared regarding our Syro-Malabar Church,
one of the 23 Eastern Catholic Churches.

It is worth remembering here that the Holy Father Pope
Francis promulgated an inspiring Apostolic Letter on the Liturgical
formation of the people of God, Desiderio Desideravi, on 29" June
2022. How providential is that God has blessed us to reflect upon
the same theme of Liturgical formation much in anticipation,

in the preparatory document for the Eparchial Gathering 2022,

%\"Which was published on 14" April 2022. As one of the famous

- i ) g A

liturgists Prof Dr Joris Geldhof mentioned, the 21 century wilh)q
marked as a ‘century of the heavenly liturgy’; the term ‘heavenl
liturgy’ is the most fitting expression to describe our liturgy. Thus,
this pastoral plan is also an invitation for all of us to gain in-depth
knowledge of our liturgy and participate in it joyfully.

“The Holy to the Holy Ones will be implemented in the
coming five Liturgical Years: from 27* November 2022 to 2™
December 2023 with the theme of liturgy; from 3 December
2023 to 30" November 2024 with the theme of theology; from
1** December 2024 to 29" November 2025 with the theme of
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spirituality; from 30" November 2025 to 28" November 2026
_~=with the theme of discipline; and from 29* November 2026 to
27* November 2027 with the theme of culture. The action plan is
charted out in this document for our perusal and implementation.
I request all the members of our Eparchy to study this document
prayerfully and live it out in our day-to-day lives. May I also take
this opportunity to express my sincere thanks to all those who
have worked hard to actualise this document, especially Very Rev :
Dr Antony Chundelikkat, Rev Dr Babu Puthenpurackal, Rev = =
Dr Joseph Karukayil, Rev Fr Jijimon Puthuveettilkalam SJ, R
Fr Jose Anchanickal, Rev Dr John Pulinthanathu, Rev Fr Philip
Panthamackal, Rev Fr Mathew Kurisummoottil, Rev Fr Jinu
Mundunadackal, Rev Dr Kuriakose Ambazhathinal, Rev Dn Joice
Pallickamyalil, Dr Martin Antony, Rev Bro Tony Michael and
Mrs Jaisamma Bijo. I pray that God’s blessing be upon us as we
undertake this task relying on the power of His Word and Spirit.

Yours in our Lord and our God,
/f Zzieg{‘!’rauyaioﬁa.ﬁ
7 7

Mar Joseph Srampickal

Bishop, Catholic Syro-Malabar Eparchy of Great Britain
Preston, November 2022
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WHY DO WE NEED TO REFLECT ON OUR

SAINT THOMAS CHRISTIAN IDENTITY
(Mar THOMA MARGAM)
AND IMBIBE ITS SPIRIT INTO OUR LIVES

HERE IN GREAT BRITAIN?

need to live out our Saint Thomas Christian identity
in this country?; are we not permitted to follow the
Christian tradition that is already active and established here in
Great Britain?; is the instruction to follow the traditions regarding
the liturgy, theology, spirituality, discipline, and culture of our own
Mother Church, i.e., the Syro-Malabar Church, a recent discovery

l )erhaps sometimes we may ask ourselves: why do we
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by some of our bishops, or is that what the Universal Church desires
of us?; is this process of reflecting upon and imbibing our Saint
Thomas Christian identity a stagnancy and backwardness in this
modern world? These questions are undoubtedly genuine and may
also be valid from some point of view. However, when we closely

+ reflect upon these questions based on a few Magisterial documents
issued by the Universal Church, namely, Orientalium Dignitas
(1894), Orientalium Ecclesiarum (1964), Unitatis Redintegratio
(1964), Orientale Lumen (1995), and “The Instruction for Applying
the Liturgical Prescriptions of the Code of Canons of the Eastern
Churches’ (1996),! we would indeed be convinced that this
invitation to reflect on our Saint Thomas Christian identity and
imbibe its spirit into our lives is nothing other than following the
desire of the Universal Church. Therefore, let us closely understand
these documents and what they ask us, the members of the Syro-
Malabar Church, especially, the Catholic Syro-Malabar Eparchy
of Great Britain.

1. Orientalium Dignitas, an Encyclical on the
Churches of the East, issued by Pope Leo XIII on
30" November 1894

Since 1934,* the Syro-Malabar Church has been seriously
engaging in restoring some of its lost traditions. However, there has

1 Hereafter this document will be mentioned as The Instruction.

2 Despite the request of the native Syro-Malabar hierarchy to approve the
Syriac translation of the Latin Pontifical for the use of the Syro-Malabar
Church, on 1* December 1934, Pope Pius XI decided to restore the
ancient Chaldean Pontifical for the use of the Syro-Malabar Church
and constituted a special commission for the revision commenting
that “Latinisation is not be encouraged among the Orientals. The Holy
See does 'not want to Latinise, but to Catholicise [...].” Paul Pallathu,
Restoration and Reform of Syro-Malabar Missal: Important Document from
1954 t0 1969, Changanassery, 2019, p. 69.
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been some severe opposition
from some corners against this
restoration process; the major
accusation in this regard is that
this restoration process is the
invention of a section of the
Church, which wanted to take
the Church back to the “dark
ages” and copy the traditions
and customs of the Orthodox
churches, which are not
appropriate for the Catholic

Churches.

A close analysis of this
above-mentioned  accusation
will prove that this accusation
is baseless and non-substantial

because all these restoration

[

Pope Leo XIII
(Pontificate from 1878 to 1903)

processes began as a result of the publication of the Papal document,
Orientalium Dignitas, in 1894, which was the first Papal Encyclical
on the Churches of East ever in the history of the Catholic Church.
Through this document, the Holy Father Pope Leo XIII desired
to recognise the existence and the rights of the Eastern Catholic
Churches, as, without them, the fullness of the mysteries of
revelation are not represented in the Catholic Church.? Therefore,
in this document, the Holy Father even included a prohibition
against the Latinising influences among the Eastern Catholics, and

3 Saint Cyril of Jerusalem of the 4™ century wrote: “The Church is Catholic
not just it is spread all over the world, but it teaches all the doctrines,
completely and without defect.” See, ] H Srawley, 7he Epistles of Saint
Ignatius, London 1900, online version accessed on 22 July 2022, p. 91;

http://www.earlychristianwritings.com/srawley/
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he encouraged them to remain true to their genuine traditions. In
short, as far the restoration process in the Syro-Malabar Church
is concerned, it is significant to note that it was not primarily the
initiatives of the hierarchy of the Syro-Malabar Church but the
desires of the Roman Pontiffs that caused its initial drive. :

Some of the major aspects highlighted in Orientalium Dignitas
are given here:

The Worthiness of the Eastern Catholic Churches

The Churches of the East are worthy of the glory and reverence that
they hold throughout the whole of Christendom in virtue of those
extremely ancient, singular memorials that they have bequeathed to
us. For it was in that part of the world that the first actions for the
redemption of the human race began, in accord with the all-kind
plan of God. They swiftly gave forth their yield: there flowered in
first blush the glories of preaching the True Faith to the nations,
of martyrdom, and of holiness. They gave us the first joys of the
fruits of salvation. From them has come a wondrously grand and
powerful flood of benefits upon the other peoples of the world, no
matter how far-flung.

The Glory of the Rituals and Languages in the Liturgies of the
Eastern Catholic Churches

Nothing else, perhaps, is so breathtakingly effective for illustrating
the mark of Catholicity in God’s Church than that striking sight of
differing forms of ceremonies and noble examples of the tongues
of the ancient past — made all the more noble by their use by the
Apostles and Fathers — rendering their submission to the Church.

The Richness of the Catholic Church through diversity

In point of fact there is more importance than can be believed in
preserving the Eastern rites. Their antiquity is august, it is what
gives nobility to the different rites, it is a brilliant jewel for the whole
Church, it confirms the God-given unity of the Catholic Faith.

e e
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Holy Qurbana at Corpus Christi Catholic Church,
Maiden Lane, London (14th June 2022)

In as much as this Diversity of liturgical form and discipline of the
Eastern Churches is approved in law, besides its other merits, it has
redounded tremendously to the glory and usefulness of the Church.

The Firm Stand of the Catholic Church to Protect the Eastern

Catholic Churches

Any Latin rite missionary, whether of the secular or religious clergy,
who induces with his advice or assistance any Eastern rite faithful
to transfer to the Latin rite, will be deposed and excluded from
his benefice in addition to the ipso facto suspension a divinis and
other punishments that he will incur as imposed in the aforesaid
Constitution Demandatam. That this decree stand fixed and lasting
We order a copy of it be posted openly in the churches of the Latin
rite.

Any person of an Eastern rite who has transferred to the Latin rite,
even when this has been authorized by Pontifical rescript, shall
be permitted to return to his original rite, upon petitioning the
Apostolic See.
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Second Vatican Council Fathers

It is not lawful for any Latin rite Order or Religious Institute for
either gender to receive into their society anyone of an Eastern
rite who will not have first presented testimonial letters of his own

Ordinary.

2. Orientalium Ecclesiarum, a Second Vatican
Council Decree on the Catholic Churches of the

Eastern Rite, promulgated by Pope Paul VI on 21
November 1964

Sacrosanctum Concilium is one of the Second Vatican Council
documents that has been quoted widely by those who oppose the
restoration- initiatives of the Oriental Churches. They argue that
this Constitution on the Sacred Liturgy is the sole document based
on which the liturgical restorations/reforms of all the Catholic
Churches could be implemented. But, the document itself clarifies
its scope as only some of the principles can and should be applied
to Eastern Catholic Churches. The practical norms mentioned

in it should be taken as applying only to the Roman rite except
for those which affect the Eastern Catholic Churches because of
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comes the importance of »
another conciliar document,
Orientalium Ecclesiarum,
which deals with the heritage
of the Eastern Catholic B
Churches. Besides this, the |
subsequent documents,
such as the Code of Canons §
of the Fastern Churches &
(promulgated  on 18"
October 1990) and 7he
Instruction for Applying the
Liturgical Prescriptions of the §
Code of Canons of the Eastern |
Churches (1996) also provide
clear guidelines regarding the J
matters concerning liturgies Pope Paul VI at the closing liturgy of the
Y e e TS Second Vatican Council, St Peter’s Square

Churches. From this, it is & oo

evident that for matters

concerning restoration or renovation of their liturgies, the Eastern
Catholic Churches need to follow only the general principles of the
Sacrosanctum Concilium; but for distinct and individual matters
they should follow Orientalium Ecclesiarum, Code of Canons of
the Eastern Churches, and 7he Instruction. Some of the important
themes discussed in Orientalium FEcclesiarum are demonstrated

here:

4 Sacrosanctum Concilium, 3 underlines: “Among these principles and norms,
there are some which can and should be applied both to the Roman rite,
and also to all the other rites. The practical norms which follow, however,
should be taken as applying only to the Roman rite, except for those
which, in the very nature of things, affect other rites as well.”
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Contribution of the Eastern Catholic Churches in
Representing the Undivided Heritage of the Universal Church

The Catholic Church holds in high esteem the institutions, liturgical
rites, ecclesiastical traditions and the established standards of the
Christian life of the Eastern Churches, for in them, distinguished as
they are for their venerable antiquity, there remains conspicuous the
tradition that has been handed down from the Apostles through the
Fathers and that forms part of the divinely revealed and undivided
heritage of the universal Church. (Orientalium Ecclesiarum 1)

It is the mind of the Catholic Church that each individual Church
or Rite should retain its traditions whole and entire. (Orientalium
Ecclesiarum 2)

The Need for the Protection and Promotion of the Eastern
Catholic Churches

Means should be taken therefore in every part of the world for the
protection and advancement of all the individual Churches and, to
this end, there should be established parishes and a special hierarchy
where the spiritual good of the faithful demands it. (Orientalium
Ecclesiarum 4)

All members of the Eastern Rite should know and be convinced
that they can and should always preserve their legitimate liturgical
rite and their established way of life, and that these may not be
altered except to obtain for themselves an organic improvement. All
these, then, must be observed by the members of the Eastern rites
themselves. Besides, they should attain to an ever greater knowledge
and a more exact use of them, and, if in their regard they have fallen
short owing to contingencies of times and persons, they should take
steps to return to their ancestral traditions. (Orientalium Ecclesiarum 6)

The Sacred Ecumenical Council confirms and approves the ancient
discipline of the sacraments existing in the Oriental -Churches,
as also the ritual practices connected with their celebration and
administrationand ardently desires that this should be re-established
if circumstances warrant it. (Orientalium Ecclesiarum 12)
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Second Vatican Council Fathers during the liturgy, St Peters Basilica

Eastern clerics and Religious should celebrate in accordance with
the prescriptions and traditions of their own established custom
the Divine Office, which from ancient times has been held in high
honor in all Eastern Churches. (Orientalium Ecclesiarum 22)

The Role of Eastern Catholic Churches in Ecumenism

The Eastern Churches in communion with the Apostolic See of
Rome have a special duty of promoting the unity of all Christians,
especially Eastern Christians, in accordance with the principles of
the decree, “about Ecumenism,” of this Sacred Council, by prayer
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Pope Paul VI and the Ecumenical Patriarch Athenagoras I of Constantinople
(Jerusalem, January 1964)

in the first place, and by the example of their lives, by religious
fidelity to the ancient Eastern traditions, by a greater knowledge of
each other, by collaboration and a brotherly regard for objects and
feelings. (Orientalium Ecclesiarum 24)

3. Unitatis Redintegratio, a Second Vatican Council
Decree on Ecumenism, promulgated by Pope Paul

VI on 21* November 1964

The very rich liturgical and spiritual heritage of the Eastern
Churches should be known, venerated, preserved and cherished
by all. They must recognize that this is of supreme importance for
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the faithful preservation of the fullness of Christian tradition, and
for bringing about reconciliation between Eastern and Western
Christians. (Unitatis Redintegratio 15)

All this heritage of spirituality and liturgy, of discipline and
theology, in its various traditions, this holy synod declares to belong
to the full Catholic and apostolic character of the Church. (Unitatis
Redintegratio 17)
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4. Orientale Lumen, an Apostolic Letter Issued by
Pope John Paul II on 2™ May 1995 to Mark the
Centenary of Orientalium Dignitas of Pope Leo

XIII

We have already seen how important the Papal Document
Orientalium Dignitas is in its role of recognising the dignity of the
Eastern Catholic Churches. In fact, it was the first Papal Document
ever in the history of the Catholic Church that identified the
indispensable role of the Eastern Catholic Churches in the
Universal Church. It is highly likely that this document served as a
catalyst behind the establishment of the Dicastery for the Eastern
Churches (the then Congregation for the Eastern Churches)
in 1917, and the proclamation of Saint Ephrem the Syrian as a
Doctor of the Universal Church in 1920. Indeed, the importance of
Orientalium Dignitas and its contribution to the Universal Church
may be the reasons that Saint Pope John Paul II appreciated it by
promulgating Orientale Lumen on 2™ May 1995, on the centenary
of the promulgation of Orientale Dignitas. While Orientale Lumen
is not emphatically addressed to the Eastern Churches, it is an
Apostolic letter to all the Catholic Churches about the universal
importance of the Eastern Churches and certain values which
are seen through the prism of or the perspective of the Eastern
Churches. This shows again how the Eastern Catholic Churches
and their venerable traditions are valued in the Universal Church.
Some of the important ideas in Orientale Lumen are discussed here:

The Indispensable Nature of the Eastern Catholic Churches in
the Universal Church

Since, in fact, we believe that the venerable and ancient tradition of
the Eastern Churches is an integral part of the heritage of Christ’s
Church, the first need for Catholics is to be familiar with that
tradition, so as to be nourished by it and to encourage the process
of unity in the best way possible for each. (Orientale Lumen 1)
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The members of the Catholic Church of the Latin tradition must
also be fully acquainted with this treasure and thus feel, with
the Pope, a passionate longing that the full manifestation of the
Church’s catholicity be restored to the Church and to the world,
expressed not by a single tradition, and still less by one community
in opposition to the other; and that we too may be granted a full
taste of the divinely revealed and undivided heritage of the universal
Church which is preserved and grows in the life of the Churches of
the East as in those of the West. (Orientale Lumen 1)

The Theological Approach in the Liturgy of the Eastern Catholic
Churches '

Although strongly emphasizing Trinitarian realism and its
unfolding in sacramental life, the East associates faith in the unity
of the divine nature with the fact that
the divine essence is unknowable. The

Eastern Fathers always assert that it
is impossible to know what God
is; one can only know that he is,
since he revealed himself in the
history of salvation as Father,
Son and Holy Spirit. (Orientale
Lumen 6)

This sense of the inexpressible
divine reality is reflected
in  liturgical  celebration,
where the sense of mystery
is so strongly felt by all the
faithful of the Christian East.
(Orientale Lumen 6)

The East expresses in a living
way the reality of tradition and
expectation. All its liturgy, in
particular, isa commemoration

0? Sﬁlvitiog, and-an inv0<':atio;1 Pope John Paul I at the inaugural celebration of
ot thoil oS retiina(OstensaieRlc o ot Holy Qurbana of the Syro-Malabar
Il ) Church (Kottayam, Kerala, 8 February 1986)




The Uniqueness of the Liturgical Celebrations of the Eastern
Catholic Churches

Liturgical prayer in the East shows a great aptitude for involving
the human person in his or her totality: the mystery is sung in the
loftiness of its content, but also in the warmth of the sentiments
it awakens in the heart of redeemed humanity. In the sacred act,
even bodiliness is summoned to praise, and beauty, which in the
East is one of the best loved names expressing the divine harmony
and the model of humanity transfigured, appears everywhere: in the
shape of the church, in the sounds, in the colours, in the lights, in
the scents. The lengthy duration of the celebrations, the repeated
invocations, everything expresses gradual identification with the
mystery celebrated with one’s whole person. Thus the prayer of the
Church already becomes participation in the heavenly liturgy, an
anticipation of the final beatitude (Orientale Lumen 11).

Eskem Segdtha (Rite of Prostration)
of the Holy Raza of the Syro-Malabar Church
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In contemplating it, before my eyes appear elements of great
significance for fuller and more thorough understanding of the
Christian experience. These elements are capable of giving a more
complete Christian response to the expectations of the men and
women of today (Orientale Lumen 5).

The Distinguished Way of Perceiving God in an Apophatic Way |

Thus is born what is called the apophatism of the Christian
East: the more man grows in the knowledge of God, the more
he perceives Him as an inaccessible mystery, whose essence
cannot be grasped. This should not be confused with an
obscure mysticism in which man loses himself in enigmatic,
impersonal realities. On the contrary, the Christians of the
East turn to God as Father, Son and Holy Spirit, living
persons tenderly present, to whom they utter a solemn
and humble, majestic and simple liturgical doxology. But
they perceive that one draws close to this presence above
all by letting oneself be taught an adoring silence, for at
the culmination of the knowledge and experience of God
is His absolute transcendence. This is reached through the
prayerful assimilation of scripture and the liturgy more than
by systematic meditation (Orientale Lumen 16).

5. Instruction for Applying the Liturgical
Prescriptions of the Code of Canons of the Eastern

Churches, January 6, 1996

This is yet another document that the Holy See has issued to
address the need to preserve and promote the liturgical traditions
of the Eastern Catholic Churches. By this document, the Holy
See reveals that preserving the liturgical traditions of the Eastern
Catholic Churches not only contributes to these Churches but also
adds to the riches of the Catholic Church; the Holy See also confirms
to the people of the Eastern Catholic Churches that the Universal
Church desires to protect, preserve and promote their rich liturgical
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His Eminence

Cardinal Achille Silvestrini,
Perfect of Congregation for the Eastern
Churches (1991-2000)

and spiritual traditions,
customs and disciplines. By
promulgating this document,
the Holy See also wants to help
the Eastern Catholic Churches
to recover a full celebrative
in their liturgy,
traditions, and spirituality in
a way that the whole Church
is enriched by their specific
heritages. Therefore, it is once
again evident that the primary

coherence

initiatives to restore the
authentic liturgical traditions
of the Eastern Catholic

Churches are by the Holy See.
The Instruction highlights the
following points.

It describes the richness of the Eastern Catholic Churches
as having an “inalienable value”, as the “divinely revealed”, [and]
“undivided heritage of the Universal Church”, and a “variety of
manifestations of the Catholic traditions” (7he Instruction 7).

Citing the Second Vatican Council Decree on Ecumenism,
Unitatis Redintegratio, The Instruction Underlines the Role
of Promoting the Authentic Liturgies of the Eastern Catholic
Churches to Foster Ecumenism:

Everyone should realise that it is of supreme importance to

understand, venerate, preserve and foster the rich liturgical and

spiritual heritage of the Eastern Churches in order faithfully to

preserve the fullness of Christian tradition, and to bring about
reconciliation between Eastern and Western Christians. (7he

Instruction 2)
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The Instruction Observes that the Eastern Catholic Churches
Maintain a Direct Continuity with the Spiritual Experience of
the Christian Origins

These Churches have jealously retained the symbolic biblical
theology, explained at great length by the Fathers. They preserve the
sense of the awesome and inexpressible Mystery which surrounds
and connotes the celebrative act. (7he Instruction 9)

Preservation of the Identity of the Eastern Catholic Faithful in
the Migrant Lands

The danger of losing the Eastern identity manifests itself particularly
in a time like the present, characterized by great migrations from
the East toward lands believed to be more hospitable, which are
prevalently of Latin tradition. These host countries are enriched
by the heritage of the Eastern faithful who establish themselves
there, and the preservation of such heritage is to be sustained and
encouraged not only by the Eastern pastors but also by the Latin

Epixcapl Consecration ofMar‘]wep/J Smmpic.-/ezzl !
(North End’s Deepdale Stadium, Preston, 9 October 2016)
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ones of the immigration territories, because it wonderfully expresses
the multicoloured richness of the Church of Christ. ( 7he Instruction
10)

The Instruction Condemns all Attempts to Distance the Eastern
Catholic Faithful from their Genuine Traditions: '

Desiring that these treasures flourish and contribute ever more
efficiently to the evangelization of the world, Orientalium
Ecclesiarum affirms, as do successive documents, that the members
of Eastern Churches have the right and the duty to preserve them,
to know them, and to live them. Such affirmation contains a clear
condemnation of any attempt to distance the Eastern faithful from
their Churches, whether in an explicit and irreversible manner, with
its juridical consequences, inducing them to pass from one Church
sui iuris to another, or whether in a less explicit manner, favouring
the acquisition of forms of thought, spirituality, and devotions
that are not coherent with their own ecclesial heritage, and thus
contrary to the indications so often emphasized by Roman Pontiffs
and expressed, with particular force, already in the Apostolic Letter
Orientalium Dignitas of Leo XII1. (7he Instruction 10)

The Reformations and Progress in the Eastern Catholic

Churches

The Church guards against every undue and inopportune
precipitation, requiring that any eventual modification be not only
well prepared, but also inspired and conforming to the genuine
traditions. (7he Instruction 11)

The Council specifies that changes in the rites and disciplines of
these Churches are not admitted except by reason of their own
organic progress and adds that whenever they have fallen short, due
to circumstances of time or persons, they are to strive to return to
their ancestral traditions. (7he Instruction 12)

The Primacy of the Liturgy in the Eastern Catholic Churches

i e T

The pre-eminence of the liturgical patrimony is even greater in the
Eastern Churches because they have maintained in a special way the
primacy of the liturgy as the summit of Christian life, remaining thus
completely faithful to the spirit of the Church of the Fathers, when
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Gospel Procession, Conclusion of the Year of St Joseph at St Michael’s Abbey,
Farnborough

the liturgy was the place where catechesis and religious teaching
occurred. The whole life of the Church was, therefore, summarized
in the liturgy. Even today, it is this model which inspires the Eastern
Churches and which constitutes their force. (7he Instruction 15)

The Need to Restore the Authentic Liturgical Traditions of the
Eastern Catholic Churches

The Eastern Catholic Churches, although having been influenced
by the weight of Western tradition, have maintained in the field
of liturgy a more faithful conformity to their true traditions. It is
precisely their liturgies, restored to greater authenticity and vitality
by eliminating that which has altered them, that could be the best
starting point for a growth of their specific identity, from which
could be drawn words and gestures capable of touching the hearts
and illuminating the minds of their faithful in the present time.
(7he Instruction 16)

About the Liturgical Vestments and Non-Liturgical Dress of
Bishops and Clergy

If undue changes in the liturgical vestments have been introduced,
the traditional rules should be reinstated.

As for the non-liturgical dress of the clergy, it is appropriate that the
individual Churches sui 7uris return to the style of the traditional
Eastern usage (7he Instruction 66).
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Mar Joseph Srampickal with Pope Francis
and Archbishop Salvatore Rino Fisichella

About the Popular Devotions

It is not good that the particular devotions, which contribute to the
spiritual life of the faithful, turn out to be extraneous to the heritage
of each Church: if, therefore, they develop independently from this
patrimony, they could give rise to “parallel” forms of spirituality.
[...] Popular devotions of the Christian people [...] should be so
drawn up that they harmonize with the liturgical seasons, accord
with the sacred liturgy, are in some way derived from it, and lead the
people to it, since in fact the liturgy by its very nature is far superior
to any of them (7he Instruction 38)

Conclusion

From the above-mentioned discussions and analyses, we can
conclude that it is the desire of the Holy See that the faithful of the
Eastern Catholic Churches must live out their authentic tradition
that consists of the liturgy, theology, spirituality, discipline and
culture even when they are in migrant countries. Evidently, it
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Fifth Eparchial Aylesford Pilgrimage (28 May 2022)

is an obligation not an imposition to burden the faithful of the
Eastern Catholic Churches. Through it, the Holy See only desires
to foster them in appreciating their own rich traditions and caters
for their ecclesial and spiritual needs in their own liturgical rites.
The Holy See also longs that the Universal Church would benefit
from the richness of the various aspects of the Eastern Catholic
Churches which in turn complement the fullness of the revelation
of Christian truth and salvation. Having understood the desire of
the Universal Church about what we, the members of the Catholic
Syro-Malabar Eparchy of Great Britain, should be regarding our
ecclesial identity, let us now analyse our particular eastern identity,
i.e., the Saint Thomas Christian identity or Mar Thoma Margam.

....94 : " @....
AN e T e 1 EAEE
A e S Catholc Syro-Walabar Eparchy of Great Bitain _' T 47 3

LTSS PR 20 73




OUR SAINT TN Gy R T I DENTITY
(Mar THOMA MARGAM)

AND AUTHENTICALLY LIVE IT OUT HERE IN

GREAT BRITAIN?

e consider ourselves Saint Thomas Christians
and trace our ecclesial origins to the evangelistic
, activity of the Apostle Thomas in India in the
first century. As the children of the Apostle Thomas in faith, we
share the same liturgical and spiritual heritage of the Churches
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in Edessa, Seleucia-Ctesiphon, and Persia, founded by either the
Apostle Thomas himself or his disciples Addai and Mari. These
Churches inherited the Judeo-Christian heritage of the Apostles of
Jesus, which evolved in the East Syriac language and culture and
thus became the East Syriac/Chaldean Rite. The aforementioned
Churches were interconnected due to their religio-cultural,
linguistic and mercantile relationship, and thus we can assume
that the Christianity of South India was East Syriac/Chaldean rite.
The lack of ecclesiastical terms in the local South Indian languages
and the numerosity of such Syriac loan words in these languages
confirm an East Syriac origin of the Church of Saint Thomas
Christians from the very beginning.

The cultural and religious identity of the Saint Thomas
Christians is called Saint Thomas Christian Way or Mar Thoma
Margam. In our case, this Saint Thomas Christian identity is
the shared characteristics of the people, places and stories of our
families; it is also the shared characteristics of the people of our
community of the Syro-Malabar Church here in Great Britain and
elsewhere, which encompasses our place of birth (or, in the case
of our younger generations, the place of birth of our parents or
forefathers), religious identity as Syro-Malabar Christians, religious
worship orientations, language, cuisine, social behaviours, art,
literature, and music. Therefore, whether we are conscious of it
or not, or whether we like it or not, our Saint Thomas Christian
identity is part and parcel of our personal and social life.

5 In Tamil, even today, the word for Cross is Siluvai, which is a corrupted
pronunciation of Sleeva, a Syriac word. The Malayalam term Kurish (Cross),
came into existence in Kerala only after the arrival of the Portuguese.
There are also many examples of Syriac words like Kasa, Koodasha, Rushma
etc.
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This collective identity of ours may not be widespread like

that of our fellow Catholics from the Roman Latin Rite here in

Great Britain, or perhaps even a large number of people may not
be associated with it in Great Britain. However, the Saint Thomas
Christian identity is connecting us to our Lord and Saviour Jesus
Christ, the Apostle Thomas, our forefathers, and the faithful of our
sister Churches in the Saint Thomas Christian community. Thus,
the value of Saint Thomas Christian identity and culture need not
necessarily be weighed upon the merits of population, prosperity or
influence of the community. In short, our Saint Thomas Christian
identity is an indispensable part of our personal and spiritual life
which can teach us about who we are, where we are from, and who
we are to be.

Fortunately, in almost all our cases, through the help of
our parents and relatives, we are conscious of our Saint Thomas
Christian identity, proud of it, and genuinely love it. But at the
same time, we may lack theoretical knowledge about our identity,
and thus we need to know it. Studying and understanding our Saint
Thomas Christian identity can help to build our personal growth
and well-being and thus it helps us to connect with not only the
members of our community but also with those who share other
ethnoreligious identities. In order to study and understand our
Saint Thomas Christian identity, we must learn about the basics of
the five constitutive elements of the Syro-Malabar Church, such as
liturgy, theology, spirituality, discipline, and culture. The basics of
these constitutive elements are the following:

1. Liturgy

As in any other Episcopal Churches, the term liturgy in
our Church comprises of Sacraments, Liturgical Year, Liturgy of
Hours, Sacramentals, etc. One of the salient features of our Syriac
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Incensation following the unveiling of the Mysteries

liturgy is that the concept of mystery is inherent in it. According
to Syriac fathers, nothing of God could be known by man if God
had not taken the initiative to reveal Himself through types and
symbols. Mar Ephrem (306 - 373), one of the prominent Syriac
Fathers, says: “Lord, Your symbols are everywhere, yet You are
hidden from everywhere.” Symbolic language is the language of
mystery and helps the human spirit go deeper into the reality
of God. How? By providing the awareness of the immanence as
well as the transcendence of God. Mystery is a reality of eternal
order that manifests itself in power and in time through a visible
corporate action of the Church to those who have already initiated
the mystery and lived by it. The idea of mystery conveys the
meaning of ‘mysterious symbols’ of a superior world, which are able
to introduce us in an efficacious way to that world. For example,
Baptism and Eucharist are made up of matter given life by Holy
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Spirit. Theology as the living dialogue with Christ is taking place
mostly in the liturgical celebration. Syriac theology is synonymous
with spirituality. Spirituality is ‘living the faith’ in the Church. This
is one and the same faith celebrated in the liturgy.

2.. Theology

The theology of a Church is an explanation of the faith
which we celebrate in liturgy. The theology of the Syro-Malabar
Church is synonymous with the Early Syriac theology, which is
greatly influenced by the thought patterns of Scripture; it uses a
typological approach. However, this typological approach was used
not just as a method to interpret Scripture, but as the main vehicle
of doing theology. For our Syriac Fathers, types and antitypes were
not only indicators of the plan of salvation but they became the
means for one to understand how salvation and divinisation would

be achieved.

\__ .-

Presentation of the gifts during the Anthem of the Mysteries
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What is typology? Typology® is an interpretative principle; it
is the study of biblical types. Type is a divine analogy of the New
Covenant found in the Old Covenant. An analogy is something
that we use in comparison, and it has profound similarities and
dissimilarities. Type is itself a historical reality, but it is also
representative of something greater. Moses prefigured Christ,
though Moses himself was a man. The Manna prefigured the
Eucharist, though the Manna itself was a miracle. In the New
Testament, fulfilment was far greater than the sum of the Old
Testament types. Fulfilment was the abiding presence of God
Himself in the person of Jesus Christ: “And the Word became
flesh and dwelt amongst us” (John 1:14). Early Syriac theologians’
approach towards Scripture and their interpretations of the biblical
texts were both spiritual and practical. They regard Scripture as
the incarnation of God in human language. Historical exegesis of
the Scripture, generally, is not the primary concern of the early
Syriac Fathers, rather they emphasise the spiritual exegesis, which
proceeds from faith. The inner meaning of Scripture can only be
perceived by the inner eye of faith.

3. Spirituality

According to the eastern perspective spirituality is living the
faith which is celebrated in the liturgy. The spiritual tradition of
the Syro-Malabar Church is greatly linked with the East Syriac/
Chaldean sources; thus, the spirituality of the Syro-Malabar Church
owes much to the East Syriac spirituality. Syriac spirituality forms
a distinct oriental Christian tradition; it exists alongside Greek and

6 The prayerful consideration of the types in the Bible is called typology. For
example, Adam — Jesus’s typology is in St. Paul’s First Letter to Corinthians
(15:45-49) and Romans (5:14) Early Christians understood that the Old'
Testament was full of types or pictures that were fulfilled or realized in the
New Testament.
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Resurrection of Jesus (1 31h :céntury manuscript,
Syriac Lectionary from Northern Syria, preserved at the British Library)

Latin spirituality, providing the basis of modern western Christian
tradition. Its importance within the Christian tradition as a whole
lies in the fact that it alone is an authentic representative of the
Semitic world out of which the Bible sprung: although Greek and
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Latin spirituality are, of course, also deeply rooted in the Bible,
nevertheless they find expression in non-Semitic languages and
in westernised thought forms of one kind or another. The earliest
Syriac spirituality, especially in writings before about AD 400 - on
which our Syro-Malabar tradition is rooted - is expressed in Semitic
thought forms, which have not undergone strong influence from -
Greek culture and thought patterns.

Like in any other Christian spirituality, the Syro-Malabar
Church also has its spirituality based on the Bible and liturgy.
Some of the major themes that mark the undercurrents of such
spirituality are the following: the descent of Christ into Sheo/ (the
world of the dead); the recovery of Paradise; Christ as the Heavenly
Bridegroom; salvation as healing; the eyes of faith; the robe of
glory; the imitation of Christ; and the spirituality of the heart. All
these themes are somehow or other covered in various sacramental
and liturgical prayers.

The spiritual heritage of the Syro-Malabar Church is also
characterised by a deep prayer life which is deeply rooted in the
monastic and ascetic life. Although currently there are not many
traditional monasteries, there are various religious congregations
of both men and women in the Syro-Malabar Church. The ascetic
and prayer life consist of various fastings; some of them are: 24
days before Christmas, 3 days a fortnight before the great lent, 49
days before Easter (great lent), 50 days after Pentecost and the eve
of the feast of Transfiguration. Sundays within the period of fasting
are kept like ordinary Fridays and Wednesdays on which there is
abstinence only from meat, fish and milk products. In addition
to the fasts mentioned above, the Syro-Malabar Catholics keep
another one of 7 days in honour of our Lady, and it begins on the
1 of September. This fast is observed especially by women. Fast
and abstinence had a remarkable place in the Mar Thoma Margam.
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We have to keep in mind the fact that our forefathers led a very

rigorous ascetic life. They observed fasting and abstinence on 225
days of a year. Mar Thoma nazranis (Christians) were called 'friends
of fast".

There are also a few distinguished religio-cultural elements
that have been absorbed into the Syro-Malabar spirituality from
the local context, such as certain rituals of sanctification pertaining
to life events like birth and death (for example pula which is forty
one days of mourning on a dead person), and pilgrimages to the
different shrines of Mother Mary and Saints, especially those of the
Apostle Thomas.

4. Discipline
The Church of the Saint Thomas Christians had its own

discipline. Until the arrival of the Portuguese missionaries, the
disciplinary system of the Saint Thomas Christians was very much
indigenous which was generally known as the ‘Law of Thomas'.
Their discipline had its theoretical presumption that the Church
was the assembly of the people of God. The administration of the

Eparchial Youth representatives with the Major Archbishop, Arise 2022, Rome
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local churches (or parishes) was carried out by the assembly of
parishioners consisting of adult males and local priests; however, in
most cases, the heads of the families were represented in this parish
assembly. The senior priest was the president of the local priests

(desathupattakar).

All these ecclesial set up of the Saint Thomas Christians
were developed in their particular socio-politico-cultural milieu.
The general administration of the Church was carried out in three
levels: 1) at the local level — palliyogam; 2) at the community level
— Archdiaconate; 3) at the hierarchical level — Metropolitan and
Patriarchal. Although some of these elements still survive in the
Syro-Malabar Church, most of them have been abolished at the
Synod of Diamper in 1599.

As of now, the Syro-Malabar Church, in general, is
administered according to the Particular Law of the Syro-Malabar
Church, which is in compliance with The Code of Canons of the
Eastern Churches which came into force of law on 1% October
1991. The Apostolic Constitution, Sacri Canones, by which Saint
Pope John Paul II promulgated these Codes of Canons, mandated
the Oriental Churches to return to their ancestral ways. In light
of this mandate, we still need to stratify or distinguish the various
strata in the juridical history of the Syro-Malabar Church and to
differentiate what is original and organic to our ‘Law of Thomas’
and what is foreign to it.

Although there had been some attempts to restore our
disciplinary forms in recent years, they still could not effectively
incorporate some of the indigenous disciplinary forms and avoid
some of the foreign elements which do not go along with the nature
of the Oriental disciplinary forms. It is important to notice that
in disciplinary matters our forefathers found a clear and distinct
difference between the ‘Law of Thomas’ and the ‘Law of Peter’.

3
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5. Culture

Ever since the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ was preached,
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it encountered various cultures; it not only encountered various
cultures but also transformed them with the principles of truth
inscribed in various cultures. This encountering process of the
Gospel of our Lord with various cultures also gave birth to different
individual churches, which in turn manifested new ecclesial
cultures. These new ecclesial cultures had their own salient life and
faith expressions and liturgical features. From the beginning, the
Christian East contained a wealth of such forms of faith expressions
and liturgies.

These individual faith cultures distinguished each particular
church and made them unique and at the same time Catholic. If
one has to learn about a particular Church, one has to study its
ecclesiastical culture. The culture of a particular Church is also

P
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reflected 'in its collective wisdom with which it has lived down
through history, in its orientation towards life and the world. Some
of the best modes through which the culture of a particular Church
is demonstrated are its particular and distinguished customs, arts,
architecture, poetry, literature and music. It is the culture of a
particular Church that is decisive in prescribing certain feasts,
prohibiting certain kinds of social and economic activities, setting
apart certain days for religious worship, deciding what has to be
abstained from, prohibiting certain things, for example, eating
meat on certain days, smoking and drinking liquor, regulating the
modes of dress of men and women, etc.

Saint Thomas Christians also had a notable culture in this
regard; they permitted to pervade elements of faith in their life. They
left no moment in their life untouched by the essence of faith. Thus
evolved certain Syro- Malabar cultural practices. Their particular
culture made them reminded of sanctifying their lives from birth
to death through certain customs, practices or traditional rituals.
Though they had no theological centres, amazing theologizing took
place with regard to these rituals in their practical life. Indirectly,
all these represented their internalisation of the divine mysteries
celebrated in and through liturgy. Their reverence to parents and
ecclesial authorities, adherence to the ecclesial life, prayer, fasting,
devotion to pilgrimages and saints, commitment to the family life
etc, reveal their distinguished ecclesial culture.

Conclusion

The Syro-Malabar Churchhas resulted in losing many essential
elements of its precious identity since the Synod of Diamper, 1599.
Currently, our Church is passing through a period of reflecting its

identity, especially in these days of global migration. It is our duty,

to acquire in-depth knowledge about the identity of our Church,
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for the Eastern Churches and the Apostolic Nuncio to Great Britain; 2020-2022)
inaugurates the Eparchial Gathering held at Cefn Lea Park, Wales,

23-25 May 2022, in the august presence of His Grace Archbishop Cyril Vasil' S],
His Excellency Mar Joseph Srampickal, and Prof: Sebastian Brock

cultivate, preserve and pass it on to the next generation. As we are
primarily migrants in a “foreign” country like Great Britain, we
may have to take an extra effort to learn about our authentic and
original identity (Mar Thoma Margam). As liturgy is the prominent
element among the aforementioned points, it is apt that we discuss

its origin and development.
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WHY Do WE ForLow THE CHALDEAN OR
THE EAST SYRIAC LITURGY?

arly Christianity evolved in three different cultures:
Syriac, Greek and Latin. It is believed that Aramaic
was the language of our Lord Jesus Christ and
his disciples. Early Christians were Aramaic-speaking. Later,
Christianity developed in Jerusalem and Antioch, which were
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An exceptional encounter of the three Christian sraditions in the persons of
Archbishop Claudio Gugerotti (Latin), Archbishop Cyril Vasil' S] (Greek),
and Mar Joseph Srampickal (Syriac), at the Eparchial Gathering 2022

i i

primarily Hellenistic; thus, Greek became the official language of
Christianity’.

As we have already mentioned, Aramaic was the language
of Jesus and his disciples.® It was in the same language that the
angels spoke to Mother Mary and Zacharias, the father of John the
Baptist; the same language also broke out from heaven when Jesus
was baptised in the river Jordan. Thus, Aramaic was the language in
which the mysteries of salvation were revealed to humankind. This
Christian Aramaic eventually evolved as Syriac. Syriac was one of
the major dialects of Aramaic.

7 J Oswald Dykes, From Jerusalem to Antioch, London, 1874, pp 412-415.

8 Even after several translations, many of the Aramaic words are still
preserved in their transliterated forms in the Holy Bible; for example,
Amen, Maranatha, Abba (Rom 8:15, Gal 4:6) Ephatha, and the last words
of Jesus on the cross Eloi Eloi lama sabakhthani (Mark 15:34).
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\X/hlle Syriac became the ofﬁc1al hturglcal language of
Christians in the Persian empire, i.e., in the regions of Edessa
and Mesopotamia, Greek and Latin became the major liturgical
languages of Christians in the Roman Empire. All the ancient
Syriac Churches were founded either by Apostle Thomas (in India
and Parthia) or his disciples Mar Addai (in Edessa) and Mar Mari -
(in Seleucia Ctesiphon). Thus, these Churches are sometimes called
“Thomaite Churches’ and they adopted Syriac as their liturgical
language and eventually were called as Churches belonging to
Chaldean or East Syriac liturgical tradition.

Early Christianity developed in different regions adopting
various religio-cultural elements from those regions. As we discussed,
the East Syriac/Chaldean tradition was formed in Mesopotamia in
an Aramaic culture in the Persian empire. Those Syriac-speaking
Christians who happened to be in the Roman empire, especially
those in Edessa developed West Syriac tradition absorbing the
Greek liturgical traditions of Antioch which was later called West
Syriac or Antiochene liturgical tradition. The Greek Antiochene
tradition which was developed in the Byzantine empire evolved as
the Byzantine tradition and Christianity in the Western Roman
empire evolved as the Latin Roman tradition. Greek tradition
in Alexandria and Egypt evolved into the Alexandrian or Coptic
tradition. Armenia was the first kingdom that adopted Christianity
as the official religion where Christians of Edessa of Mar Addai and
Christians of the Apostle Bartholomew together developed into
Armenian tradition.

1. Six Official Christian Liturgical Families

Saint Thomas Christianity which was formed in South India
was founded by the Apostle Thomas in the first century. Based on,
the fact that there existed an ancient Christian community in Kerala
from the very early period, findings of Pattanam excavations which
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st/aaps cancelebmtmg the Holy Euc/%zrzstzc thurgy wzth Pope Francis at the
opening of the Extraordinary Synod of Bishops on the family in St. Peters Basilica

concluded the presence of trade connections to Mesopotamia,’
the discovery of coins of King Gondophorus in Parthia validating
legends of the Apostle Thomas in the Apocryphal work, Acts of
Thomas, and numerous patristic writings about Apostle Thomas in
India and above all the tomb of Apostle Thomas at Mylapore- all
vouches the historicity of the Apostle Thomas in South India.

As the Apostle preached the Gospel to the Jewish mercantile
community in South India, we can assume that the Church in
South India was East Syriac or Chaldean in nature. The lack of local
ecclesiastical terms in South Indian languages and the presence of
numerous such loan Syriac words in these languages point towards
a Syriac origin ecclesiastical community. The Tamil word for cross
siluvai is a corrupted pronunciation of the Syriac word for cross
Sleeva. 1f the origin of Christianity in South India was in a local

9 P J Cherian, Pattanam Archaeological Site: The Wharf context and the
maritime exchanges, in M Staniforth, Ed. Proceedings on the Asia Pacific
Regional Conference on under water cultural heritage, Nov 8-12, 2011,

ppl31-144
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language, such ecclesiastical words would have developed in these
languages. In Malayalam, still there is no equivalent for Syriac
words kasa (chalice), rushma (signing), koodasha (sanctification)
etc. Malayalam words for some Syriac terms like kurbana, ruba,
khudsha etc, were started to use only in recent years. All these make

us assume that our liturgical tradition was East Syriac or Chaldean -

from the very beginning. It is one of the six official liturgical
families in the Catholic Church. The five others are Antiochene
(West Syriac), Byzantine (Greek), Armenian, Alexandrian (Coptic)
and Roman (Latin).

Some may argue that the East Syriac liturgy was imposed
on Saint Thomas Christians by the missionaries of the East Syriac
Church. When Latin liturgy and theology were forcefully imposed
on Saint Thomas Christians in the 15" -16™ centuries, there was
resistance by the faithful of the Saint Thomas Christians and that
led to revolts and divisions. If the East Syriac liturgy was imposed
on Saint Thomas Christians, there would have definitely been
revolts and divisions but there exists no historical evidence for it.
Also, there is historical evidence that Saint Thomas Christians loved
the East Syriac liturgy and traditions like their blood as described
by Palakkunnel Mathai Maryam Kathanaar in his chronicles in
1874."" Almost all of the western missionaries have written about
the love of Saint Thomas Christians for the Syriac language. Francis
Roz, the very first European Bishop, appointed by Rome for Saint
Thomas Christians, even wrote to his Jesuit General in 1619 that
the Christians of Saint Thomas should be kept under the Chaldean

rite.'?

10 LG 23,CCEO 28. :

11 Palakkunnel valyachante nalagamam, 2000, p 145.

12 Joseph Thekkedathu, The history of Christianity in India, p 87; cites the
letter of Francis Roz on 21 Nov 1619.
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2. Why do We Follow the East Syriac TradltlonP

Besides all these aforementioned arguments, this East Syriac/
Chaldean rite was not our choice but was a gift of God. We did not
choose to be born into a Syro-Malabar family. Therefore, our East
Syriac/Chaldean rite is God-given, and we have a duty to respect
and preserve it. East Syriac Christianity elsewhere in the world is
plighting for its survival due to persecution and war in the Middle
East and struggling for its existence. Therefore, the Syro Malabar
faithful have the duty to preserve and promote the East Syriac
tradition so that it would contribute to the fullness of the revealed
mysteries in the Universal Catholic Church.

Based on the numerous Magisterial decrees and exhortations, as
discussed elsewhere, we have already seen that the Universal Catholic
Church desires the Syro Malabar Church to preserve, promote and
foster the authentic East Syriac/Chaldean tradition in its genuine

Bl N S
The Apostle Thomas places bis finger in the side of the Risen Christ
while Simon Peter looks on. (18th century Syriac Gospel Lectionary in the

collection of the Dominican E’iﬂrs of Mosul, Iraq)
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Holy Eucharistic Liturgy at the Altar of the Chair of St Peter at the closing of the
Liturgical Conference to commemorate the twenty-fifth anniversary of the
“Instructions for Applying the Liturgical Prescriptions of the Code of Canons of the
Eastern Churches” (18 February 2022)

purity and wholesomeness. The East Syriac/Chaldean tradition is
the continuation of the Judeo-Christian community which is the
community of Apostles and disciples of our Lord Jesus Christ, who
formed the very early Church which witnessed our Lord. By living
and fostering the genuine and authentic East Syriac tradition, we
are witnessing Christ from a different perspective in a ‘foreign’
land like Great Britain. In order to imbibe and live out the genuine
spirit of liturgy, theology, spirituality, discipline and culture of
the Syro-Malabar Church, let us implement the pastoral plan —
The Holy to the Holy Ones - for the years 2022 — 2027, so that
our Mar Thoma Margam may flourish in Great Britain. Let the
following goals and action plans based upon the Sacred Scripture,
Sacred Tradition and Magisterium  help us to fulfil the spec1ﬁc
mission of our Eparchy.




IMPLEMENTATION OF THE
PAsTORAL P1LAN

1. Phase One: 27" November 2022 to 2™ December

2023
Specific Focus: Liturgy
Five Goals:
*  To prepare the faithful to have an encounter with Jesus on ‘the
Day of the Lord’.
e R e e B 0 ST 'ﬁ"r“ S 2N
%Ak THE HOLY 70 THE HQ[H;NES., v 2 48 S Catholi Syo-Matabat Eparchy of Beat Britin: 7 ok
| feem o PASTORAL PLRN TOR0T L




Kissing of Mar S/eem durmg the Onitha D Qcm/ee (Am‘/]em of the Sﬂmtumy)

To help the faithful, especially children, teens, and youngsters
to know better the liturgical patrimony of the Catholic Syro
Malabar Church.

To lead the faithful to have a heavenly experieﬁce in Holy
Qurbana; other Sacraments and the Liturgy of Hours.

To guide the faithful to understand and experience the
richness and beauty of Liturgical Year and Liturgy of Hours
of Syro Malabar Church and to a consistent deepening in
liturgical spirituality.
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*  To enable the faithful to appreciate the uniformity of

Liturgical celebration throughout the Eparchy as well as the
Syro-Malabar Church.

Nine Action Plans:

. 1. Teaching through various means, especially through the
Pastoral Letter, on the importance of the ‘Day of the Lord’.

2. = Liturgical formation to faithful through continuous
conscientization- introducing the Desiderio Desideravi, the
latest Apostolic Letter of Pope Francis on liturgical formation,
introducing Sacarmentum Caritatis, the post synodal apostolic
exhortation of Pope Benedict XVI on Eucharist, organising
the eparchial Quiz on Liturgy and including Liturgical themes
for Bible Kaloltsavam of the year 2023, special column for
liturgical theme in ‘Denha, especially for children.

3. Special attention will be given to teach liturgical signs and
symbols and celebration of all the three Anaphoras in every
parish/ mission/ proposed mission as per the direction of the
Synod.

4. Encourage to celebrate Holy Qurbana also in English; deliver
homilies in English;

5. Conducting retreat or half yearly retreats on the theme of
Holy Qurbana in every parish/ mission/ proposed mission.

6.  Establishing choir for seniors, youth, and children in every
parish/ mission/ proposed mission and giving liturgical
formation to them.

7. - Encourging children to be Altar servers and giving formation
to them at parish, regional and eparchial level.

8.  Make available short videos and other materials on liturgical
activities for all faithful, especially to the Catechism children.
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9.  Celebration of Holy Raza at least once a year in every parish/ .
mission/ proposed mission.

2. Phase Two: 3" December 2023 to 30* November
2024

Specific Focus: Theology

Five Goals:

*  To enable all the faithful to understand and appreciate the
particularity of Eastern Theology.

*  To make sure that every Family Unit be a place for learning
and sharing of the Mar Thoma Margam.

*  To create an ability and appreciation among faithful towards
our Liturgical chant and hymns.

*  To support and encourage all the faithful especially youth and
children to learn Syriac language and Syriac hymns in Holy
Qurbana.

*  To use our eparchial social media platforms for Oriental
Theological discussion, especially Syro-Malabar Theology and
make Theology a day- to-day affair of every faithful.

Nine Action Plans:

1. Make available videos and other material on theology in
simple language

2. Make the Apps available at eparchial level to learn theological
subjects

3. Seminars on theological understanding of the Syro Malabar
Church, especially of the Liturgical Seasons.

4. Classes in kudumba kootayima (family units) on theological
and liturgical understanding of Holy Qurbana and of Liturgy
of Hours
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The Rite of Crowning durzng Mamodeem by Mar George Cardzmll Alencherry

5. Columns in Denha on the meaning and importance of
Christian worship from a biblical perspective, the Structure
and Theology of different Anaphoras, theological aspect of
liturgy etc.

6.  Prepareteachingnotesforfamily units on liturgical celebration,
authentic theology, characteristics of Syro Malabar Liturgical
Traditions, etc.

w e .
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7. Anonline school to teach the Syriac language, introduce Syriac
theologians and their teachings, the sacramental theology of
East Syriac tradition etc, and explore the possibility of starting
a theological formation institute for the laity._

8.  Organising eparchial quiz on Theology.
Explain Theological themes in homilies and retreats.

3. Phase Three: 1°* December 2024 to 29" November
2025

Specific Focus: Spirituality

Five Goals:

*  To create Mar Thoma Nazrani spiritual atmosphere in the
Eparchy.

*  To revive ascetic practices of Mar Thoma Nazrani tradition.

*  To encourage and promote celebration of the major Feasts of
Mar Thoma Nazrani Tradition.

*

To prompt children to maintain prayer life.

To create an awareness of the importance of Liturgy of Hours
to have a genuine Christ Experience.

Nine Action Plans:

1.  Make aware the importance of daily family prayers and Holy
Scripture reading and persuade children to byheart certain
verses from Holy Scripture.

2. Introduce ‘Liturgy of Hours as family prayers at least in
certain occasions. Initiate the children and the youth to pray
Sapra and Ramsha.

3. Promote the ascetic practices like fasting, abstinence from
meat on Fridays etc. in all age groups.

A G

3

=
=

PASTORAL PLAN 2022-2071 %202 (QUDSA LOAINDDISE) (Y

i

alhnlicSym-MalaharEuarchvofﬁreat'liri;’e;in ; 21 A THEHUWT(HHEHO[YENES gkl




4. Conduct a retreat
based on liturgical
spirituality in each
parish/ mission/
proposed  mission;
organise eparchial

Quiz on Spirituality.

5. Encourage the
practice of charity box
at home and the lent

T160o g, o1

QA 153 Toemes savings must be used
DM g, o))
. o for alms giving.
B mLﬂ)mo
s 6. Teach and
danl DM 13
et TS encourage the
- ORAZ® (3 ey, i children and the
RV 2m) a1 Biasy .
b 8999 MUadwsmAL iy, youth to recite small

- TR0, z
prayers  (ejaculatory

prayers) regularly and
commence prayer
groups for them in each parish/mission/proposed mission.

7. Make available Eparchial liturgical calendar in every family
and exhort to read and reflect on the daily Bible readings of
the Holy Qurbana together as a family and remember the
important feast days of our tradition.

8. Teach the people on frequent confession and provide
opportunities for that. Encourage all, especially youth, for
pilgrimages.

9.  Encourage the spiritual reading and make available spiritual
' books in each parish/mission/proposed mission.
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4. Phase Four: 30" November 2025 to 28®" November
2026

Specific Focus: Discipline
Five Goals:

*

as well as its purposes.

*  To give awareness on Liturgical disciplines.
*  To retain the tradition of Palliyogam.
%

To give awareness about Code of Canons of Eastern Chruches
(CCEO), Particular Law of our Syro-Malabar Church and
the statutes of the Catholic Syro-Malabar Eparchy of Great

Britain.

Women Religious with Mar Joseph Sﬂmpic/ml (Epﬂrf/}iﬂ/ Gathering 2022)
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*  To familiarize Catechism of the Catholic Church (CCC),
Mystagogical Catechesis etc., among the faithful.

T A
iy i ol

Nine Action Plans:

1. Awareness programme on the structure of the Catholic Church
as communion of individual Churches and membership in a
Church sui iuris.; organise eparchial quiz on Discipline.

2. Formulation of Eparchial Statutes.
3.  Systematization of parish administration by:

- Maintaining proper records and registers in the parish/
mission.

- Making arrangements to monitor the activities and records
of every parish/ mission/ proposed mission.

- Fixing boundaries for Missions and regions.

- Keeping a uniform time for the election of parish council
and kaikkarans (custodians).

4.  Training for Parish Council members on the role of the laity
and Palliyogam in temporal and spiritual administration of
the parishes/ missions/ proposed mission.

5. Awareness programme on the sacraments of initiation.

6.  Awareness programme on the norms of marriage.

7. Pastoral Visit of the Bishop in every parish/mission/proposed
mission.

8. Preparation of statutes for different commissions and

organizations of the Eparchy.

9.  Promote close cooperation with other individual Churches.
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5. Phase Five: 29 November 2026 to 27" November

o e

mane o acsiman,

2027

Specific Focus: Culture

Five Goals:

*  To have an authentic Mar Thoma Nazrani lifestyle.

*  To keep the unique traditions in connection with every
occasion of life and understand their theological and spiritual
values.

*

To preserve family bond by every means, especially by
strengthening the communication within each family.

Newly wedded couple Brian Abraham and Sherin Shoni aﬁr crowning
(Blackpool, UK)
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Celebration of Pesaha (Maundy 77);;56{;1)/) at Mar Thoma Nazrani Jfamilies

To promote Mar Thoma Nazrani culture through all the
commissions and organizations of the Eparchy.

To give awareness to the children and youth about different
vocations like Marriage, Singlehood, Priesthood and
Consecrated life.

Nine Action Plans:

o)

Encourage the practice of kiss of reconciliation (Isho Umma)
at the end of family prayer. Teach kids the prayer for vocations
and for the dead. Speak about different vocations to the
children and the youth at home.

Prepare couples to receive their babies in prayer and give
training to the parents in different age groups. Encourage to
celebrate wedding anniversary, birthday, day of baptism, feast
of patron saint ¢etc., by receiving Sacrament of Reconciliation
and participating in the Holy Qurbana together with all

family members.

S Cathalic Syo-Malabar Eparchy of Great Britain 7
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3. Encouraging the preparation of Pesaha Appam (INRI appam)

and milk at home with its original spirit and observing its

genuine rites.

4. Retaining the family rituals in connection with marriage,
birth, and death. Encourage parents to bring infants for the
reception of the Sacraments of Initiation at the earliest possible.
Promote the baptism with immersion in the baptismal fond.

5.  Encourage the parents to bring the kids before starting
the schooling to write first letters (Ezbuthinirithu) on the
Solemnity of Pentecost. Educate kids to respect elders
and encourage them to use the traditional way of greeting
‘Praise be to Jesus Christ’ (Isho Misihayku Sthuthiyayirikatte/
Nesthambah Isho Mishiba) to all, especially the priests and

nuns.

6. Arrange seminars and awareness classes for youth about the
sacredness and uniqueness of marriage and educate them to
follow the teachings of the Sacred Scripture, Sacred Tradition
and Magisterium regarding the marriage.

7. Remind all that our ancestors observed fasting and abstinence
for more than half the time in a year. Abstinence from meat
on Fridays should be a part of everyone’s life .

8. Use the platform of Bible Kaloltsavam to promote our
traditional arts and cultural elements. Include the liturgical
Syriac hymns as one of items of kaloltsavam. Organising

Eparchial Quiz on Culture.

9. To organise Nazrani Sangamam with traditional and ethnic
attire to nurture love, respect and admiration towards the

Mar Thoma Margam.
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Sanctuary Lamp
. Seats at the Bema
. Sanctuary Veil at the entrance of the Sanctuary
. Qestroma (Chancel)
. Three Steps to Sanctuary
. One Step to Qestroma
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Mad'bha (Altar), the Throne of God & Tomb of Jesus
Evangalion (Gospel Lectionary)

Mar Thoma Sleeva (Saint Thomas Cross)

Beth Gazza (Treasure House)

Beth Gazza (Treasure House)

Tabernacle

Mar Thoma Sleeva on Eastern Wall

Qanke (Sanctury)

0 S o> on ol E

. Bema (Ambo)
16. Hykla (Nave)
17. Beth Diaconicon (Sacristy)

18. Beth Sahade (House of Martyrs)

19. Beth Mamodeethsa (Baptistery) with Baptismal Font

20. Doors

21. Lectern for Engarta

22. Lectern for Qeryana

23. Veranda

24. Mar Thoma Sleeva amidst candles on the table (Gagultha)
at the Bema
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For FURTHER READING

Orientalium Dignitas: Papal encyclical concerning the Eastern
Catholic churches issued by Pope Leo XIII on November 30,
1894.

Orientalium Ecclesiarum: The Second Vatican Council Decree

on the Eastern Catholic Churches, solemnly promulgated by
His Holiness Pope Saint Paul VI on November 21, 1964.

Unitatis Redintegratio: Constitution of the
Second  Vatican  Council on the Ecumenism,
solemnly promulgated by His Holiness Pope Paul VI on
November 21, 1964,

Sacrosanctum Concilium: Constitution of the Second Vatican
Council on the Sacred Liturgy solemnly promulgated by His
Holiness Pope Paul VI on December 4, 1963.

Orientale Lumen: Apostolic Letter by His Holiness Pope Saint
John Paul II on 2 May 1995 to the bishops, the clergy and
the faithful to mark the centenary of Orientalium Dignitas of
Pope Leo XIII.

Instruction for Applying the Liturgical Prescriptions of the Code
of Canons of the Eastern Churches, Rome, 1996.

Sacramentum  Caritatis: Post-synodal Apostolic exhortation
on the Eucharist as the source and summit of the church’s life
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and mission by Pope Benedict XVI on 22 February, 2007 to
the bishops, clergy, consecrated persons and the lay faithful.

8.  Desiderio desideravi: Apostolic Letter on the liturgical
formation of the people of God by Pope Francis on 29 June
2022 to the bishops, priests, deacons, consecrated men and
women, and the lay faithful. :

9. - Cardinal Joseph Ratzinger, 7he Spirit of the Liturgy, Ignatius
Press, 2000.

10. Moolan, John, Introduction to Oriental Liturgy and its Theology,
Syro-Malabar Church, Vadavathoor, Kottayam, 2013.

11. Pathikulangara, Varghese, “The Litugical Year of the Syro-
Malabar Rite,” £L 90 (1973-196).

12. Pathikulangara, Varghese, Qurbana: The Eucharistic celebration
of the Chaldeo - Indian Church, Kottayam, 1998.

13. Kallarangatt Joseph, Prarthanayude Niyamam Vishvasathite
Niyamam, OIRSI, 167, Kottayam, 1994.

14. Perumthottam, Joseph, Holy Qurbana A Pictorial Journey,
Denha Services Kottayam, 2009.

15. Maniyattu Pauly, Heaven on Earth: The Theology of Liturgical Space
Time in the East Syriac Qurbana, Rome, 1995.

16. Maniyatcu Pauly, ed., East Syriac Theology: An Introduction, Satna,
2007.

17. Mekkattukunnel Andrews, ed., Mar Thoma Margam: Ecclesial
Heritage of St Thomas Christians, Kottayam, 2012. (Available on
dukhrana. in)
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MARTH ALPHONSA

(1910 - 1946)

 Pray for us

OF THE IMMACULATE CONCEPTION
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Bishops at St Peters Square during the Second Vatican Council (1 96é - 1965)
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Mar Joseph Srampickal with His Grace Dr Mathews Mar Timothios,
Metropolitan of UK, Europe and Africa Diocese of the Malankara Orthodox

Syrian Church at St Stephen’s Indian Orthodox Church, Birmingham
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Purathu Namaskaram
(Celebrating Ramsa at the courtyard of Preston Cathedral)
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MoOHHUIBHIMY0 @ROIWIM)o R1QMLHOMMBS @RAIGIWAN0 21D
@EIY)MOENBAN  alDOTV® Y& EANILNBNITVBSHNS  TVoRIMUWIEHIAM
(a1D06MEORIW)0 @YSBAMENBIW AY) GO IHSlo 0aflajjaloW)aN).
aIDOM®IalIGHe8 ®MEBS)PS TVRGSICMIAN @RAIIMIBCm
MBS aFO@O0) (VVAOAMDYo HDMAUS]  AULEDROW] @RalLIallafld]
SOWOGN. @RONEBOS B0) MIVWIWB00MEVIGMIMM  aggoarleeal
&6, 200)Q100 Elaldlalee)an, HOMWIRIS: aNLIEBESIS)E)SIV Mal
a0 20QIHMILHIOM®R0V TN W]LSB®0AI00 D (UoR0. GRO
ORI, @R® MIalayd2dW]SLIOH®, TVIIMo TVEINOAIDMYHECDIS)
G21B0M)EaI0BH0Om 2 l0N00)al6BBU3, @RYRLIOCABD®, BAMOM)aF 00
MEBBUS af)MIA TLIOVWAMAILH)MNDIOHM @M &) Lila])60)d6N200I00.
G0000 2080 j0a]|020@ allIGa]o9)o0 DDAV 0MMIFBB®)0 al®I2)aN0
PLICWO 20da0al0 ‘B9HPOM DaOCmI0’ (Orientalium Dignitas)
a)I  HOWaOIHERIAINOWITE (A ICDIH0  af)SIOMalOONISIBS®)
200 MI3e3UBUWHe) alloyebaosml®. (Instruction 10).

AlMOI®Y BHCOMILINBNIMEHSI0d MEAUIMNIMAN0 al)GOIW
®lw)o

“ago®o0) 209010 M)MBH»H)SIVBS OQIHOSIGA|INS GAMOAANIAD
(@eal, @RWIB001HA0W loEMIOLEBSIGMIM) (al@alddMo aVI1e:@166)
Mo @RAIGWIS BOM)GaldSIM@0Wdlensmo” (Instruction 11).
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2101000 S000 QI8B2 T b6)CAUMEIWLIH®  alDOIVMITVEHB)OS
@PM)atfoomeBglane  wlememeangleno 20Qo AIOYCAMS  alds]
OLIIM  HVMAVIG AUISMDOB)IN).  HORICHIOWPEWO QLSO BHS)
HSEWO M2a02I036EBSGOq]S @Al Aly@laleila)) Galo®g)emee;lc3
alMEI6M]d: alodMIOEBSICRIes @GO (ValeenMRMINMaN)0
SDMaVIe3 alolaflesyany (Instruction 12).

alDEIV®Y  HCOMILNANIMVEHS]OR!  EYOIWM(HAOHINY

avmMaMN@®aOIMo

aIDOMMITVEHU @RHYOIWMINOAIGIBHOMIM) MEIEB)AN B8DMD Yo
B)S)OT DaOCMOAEN). B006Mo, (G IRIOONOR @)
2JTuNdMo af)aM Meivlcd elgdelenss (aIlDAMNOIMo (alE® Y
200 ailwo @rRAI MeINIBOV1G1En)MM). @REBOM allMILHMO0)0S
SOLIRISOMINLI  TVRWVIOS HO2IMMICOMIS MDD  AVBHHUS aldl
a@sm@0® AlIN@® a)LIBEmAN). GREHILITID DG ENIOWMAN0
2@alO20W MMOalOMEEBB)o MSOMIVI0)N GAIG] @YOIWM(HARD
floyam). mwew)ns KRlallmo MM @RYOIWMWVIT TVo(Wadlajldl
@9)aMN). HANYo D AODYBHVON alDOMMIAVRBUBHEE (al@2I108Mo
MEIBIM®, BRAIWOS VEMIW)o Go@)®em. (Instruction 15).

me the Conclusion of the Year of St Joseph ar St Michaels Abbey,
Farnborough, UK
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alMEAV®MY BHCOMILNBININVE®:SB)NS @ERYWIBHIC1BHNIW @YD
WD (BHD aldOMIOIOMINIG al}NOYELICIMOM]NG @YU

aloURIO® Y al00MICY OO aLIWIMo YMEWIgieeEsslene eillgded]
V)OS OLIOMITB  alDOMI®IBHEOMILNSNITVBSHUW  MEBBIIOS
OO  alDOMIOIE@BEEIS) &S}O@  QflIN®MO®  cWoHla]

" aneIdomIRIg)eE. aly@laleImOmIM) $006MasSlVemEeloo MIeno
0210®) &)S)OTD BRWIGHIClE:MW)0 DDBRRIVIEIO®)o AIleenes)
SN BRYOIWM(HABBUILNEM  alDOTIMITVBBHB)OS  (alGD® Jd>
oTolenss aIgd2 e afQo alglw @ROoRo &)C1WEHNMO).
@RAIVIT3  @BRYWIM]BE:0LIOEM AluIdMUl::8)OS a0iBVEBO8 Mal
BudlnomMio DMAVIHOSB (ald0Udla lE9oM)o HFIWIAN  QIOBNHB)o
@RowieEBRs)o Murle:olenomoanoe (Instruction 16).

HN(MIMIN}HSW)o HNHAUBIBHDINSWIo AUAV(M6BBB)o @RHOIWM
(DO} UIV(@63BB)0

eﬂg@gﬂ MLOENINLACW  AUM(®6EBSITE  @PM) 2 lMA0W moge@eo&i
MSa{lenenlVlg)eemeelos,  aloMEdNO®MIVABBU oMMV
aflespme@oam). ©6a1dl»010s elgdEnI02LIOm AN (®EBS)0S
@00 ODIT3  MVIVOWIBH00 AUIEDIMVRBHUWB AlOMIEON® alDOIT®Y
oo wellolerles ®Iola))aldod)M® 9allmaodlcles)e (Instruction
66).

MO CAMICLIAV6BBUD

allw1Mle:8)0S @RELOOULRIANCODIM) TVAOIWEHAIW (alCDY
00V BAEMIM)HOIMEBBUZ BIGVO TVERWOSWV)o HNAIDYEOWI)
@MV OMI0)H )@} MEIDEL HOAIDIBODIGTIM VI
(@200 @RAI Afle:MVlenMaldHo @RYELIOCLB:MWIOS ‘TVAIINO’
0)alEBBU3ES @Al RMo HHISIOOMAN) Alodo. [...] aflvooamile:g)0s
MABQMVOWIEMAIW  BAMOMAHOOMEBWBSS [...] @RYOOWM(HA
aleroomleal  allallw  &oLIEBES30S)  ©ald0)OM?)MWdlenemo.
@RYOIWM(HATHIMMAVY@DANAIH6Mo — @RAI - @RI WM (AT
MIM@6aM 80) AlWOMIC3 MBOHWS)HHN)MAUWIo BMEBBOS @R
GRIHHS)a {lBH)MAIWAOH6EMo. BRHOIWM(BHA0 (A ldHi@LO@HAN @Al
®WeEIdo @R@Ivoee)am aanoemeald (Instruction 38).
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af)CBQY, OAVLNUL-OIVMVICa006M, CalBady agaMiailsasgleel
TVRH:B)OS BRGD GBRYOIWM(HAAN0 @RYELIOOR]HANAIW HOAIDY B
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M@ IV01WOM] DORAIOTD TVLOWYE:O1H)aM).
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a00GWIS)0 al)BQYallMOBOHMICOIS)0 BRM)CAlINL! 2Q) OO AID o
Cal0)an MUEHEloel alltdal::E80S)0 MAOS NINWHQ|S}OD)AN).
@P@IMO@3, MOBEOMOINOM(MVOM] MMIAWOS MEIYAI0 TVOMIE:0
0aljo RMOWIOM CVWINI®EWI  TLAIRLICVO @RELIBITE V20
o®lom@ MIPWIMODIOEEWI 1}MEBOHE  @RSITLNIMRISH]  ailel
W10} 0Me|ESNEMEL  21)0)EDODIE3, 2OBEOMOZAIM(TVOMT @M
meMes ays0laloano @REORIWANAIW RIACOOMIGE B¥laf)d)SO
MO HOOLAIEM. DD MMID MARUB @RYOIHEMINIo MERUB ag)ail
HSWIREMAN)o MADUY @RYDIHEMORAAN 0 MH2D alClaflasyam).

B0 Q10003 M3 aBOOGA|V)DS HOOYOMIT3, MAMOS DO
all®OBOHMIMIOSW)o  MNUITWIBNBYOSVW)0  TVaNIVOMI@3  MEAUY
203BOMOZRIM (VOO MO VWHN)O1a] @RAIGENIOWMSSBOI0)0
@P®IG3 @REINOMIH)MAIN)0 BRGIOHM @RHEVIBMNAIWV] MIEMas]
#9)aINAIOY)A06M. BREMAVAWo, DD MMILOWEN)0la] @RYAIUDRIV
OTVERLIN BRIV BROIAI BGHIOAUIVWEOEENE EREMHNGla] MONUB
@ROIIMIBIEHLNMNB@OM.  MIBETNIZNIM(MVOMITNMIVOWEN)O12]
alOlE9)aM®)o  2OPILDGNIMMD®}0  MAWPS  AUSAG]alER0W
Q88290 MIMOIGIEN0 MVA0IW]BNHW)o GROAUST MEMOS
MV2a00MIOL! @RoMEBS)20W] 2o(@RL] 29} AotV a® ®MIaw]
eN88010)200] MINLO|SIAOM)o MDA MVaOIW]HNIAM). BOBEOMO
20O M (VMO M2V Ol2] alolee)M@IMo (WaslenyMM@IMo
manud Voo Belndd MVRVYOS @RI @RSIMNIMAIORIW CLISH:
@RSV @RYOIWM(BHR0, HOBAINITV(@o, @RYELIOGUB:®, UTleHem
(@20, MVoMVHH000 af)IIAUNWHD)Cla] AMIILINCHNTB®)6NE.

1. @RYOIWM (Mo

29 oB® af)aflaeEs00|@8 TVRVIEN0 Af)MD®)GIINEl MIMOS
aruewleno @YOIWM(GR0 af)N@® BH)BOUGUS, WIN(AlOBMOME:UB,
@)BOUDOM)BHO6MEBBUY, @BRYOIWMAIBTVO0 )TN DUTOHBHIBBIAN).
'mgs)s avyoloml moowmw;m@oﬂm@ @RSINNIMAVAIGUDH®
Sg81oemm GPMIT @RIMAEITM20WIG1ENM OOV §OTRE: WM.
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@REleNOsSWo  MEOANOMHAN ki
pag81eq|s;omlomo)mleal
®108  AMaUIMOWIg) e6BAl
OOMHMN0l2] 8aM)o G@ROIWIM
mowlemHoilel.  avuolwoml
all®0HHMIB1@3 @RNWEM
MO ™03 @OGalo (306-373)
alo@)MM):  “EREBWIRS  (al
©®1»68BU8  og)alo  auoelEsg]
ENEYETE. a)MOT3 @6EH af)elo

qunelsBsglenomlam)o  a06om] 'Kusapa Prayer' during the
@89)aM).” (I B0CDEEI0HU Qudasa of Mar Nestorius
Qa0 OO BOaH®O6M).

@PM) ©6BAQIlE:WILNIAMNLEBB)OS GRYYEBSICRISN) Galdd008 AM)
aHOELOAIOM M0V} IM). f)BBOM? HEBAUCMINM GRIMAELI
MOOVSHN)Olaflo BOGBHIM)RAUNIABUBH DalGlOW @RAIMAIAI
GUOAHOOMEN)Olaflo BRAIGENIOWo MEIGIHSNHIMNE. PadTVYo af)aINOC
TMUMOOM(HOOBIHG WILNOB@NIWEM. D TVMIM(HAo BYU0Y
20W, MVOLIDMAIW (AlA@DIV]ENHS 0OV IDTNTI 0 185)Gol0)dhW)0
@p®) =R1aile0)&HWo0 21GIMMAIBHY emIW]e) o TVAVGmIENo
1Yo HAISIN|SIOMIAN). DMNDRIW  CRIIGHOMINMW POV LOCAE:
20 (aI®1B68B8)0S BPATN0 PaOTVL0 af)M GRYUWO HOESAO0YAN).
DY (I 1H6B3UHH @R DANMAIW GCRIDGODIGRILS aNLlal3RdW]
MO (a1l {lendmd &Flw)o. DBIOOMAWIM, BEEIBITVW)o
afl. #)8enom®)o a1d1K0)ELIELOANMIME R1UM MEIG:EA]g AUTV®)
HOB0@  al0lHEM0  HaIYHQ|SIAM).  HOBAIVITV(@o  AlUBla00W)
2088 MURIQAUAIW AVoRIAHEMO af)aN MIRIVIGE (A IWIMAOIW)o
OOBAIOIWMWINS @RYGLINHUEBSIG3  TvorailenymM). mVAlwomT
OBAUUIMI(Mo af)IN® TVIOTWIM] BRYELIICL]BHMWIOS AldLOWVWAO
oM. @RORIV® af) M@ TVEWIG3 Aillvolomvo R1AleN)aN®oM. Y
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2. HNBAUPIAV (Mo

TVERW)AS HBAUUIMI(MOHRAND® @RYOIWM(GHATNIG @RYGLID
aHlaeyan  ailvoioacomlead allworle06emmoem.  ail. (wmooBlo
2laMOWO0HBOM  QAUBHOCWHO  AVIWIMIHNOA]S IDOAV@YTVYO0]
@oml e)e)emaooqﬁL@m%mg al0§00@06M VIGO0 BLINIOB MVERW)AS
OOHBAUUIMI(@0. D) MV)2lBHIalGBUAIEM0W (typological) aum’l
alMo DalcWIrlee)aM). D aualaimo ail. (WMDAILRAIOMOBIO
20820 a0(®2e) @012 ooamaoo«GL@ogoJ"l&)osmm%mg (adWOm
2010V DalEIWIEN)M).  MVIOIVOM]  AVERIANMIBH WMOBHE
DO BHHB)0  (alD@]0)alBBBlo  OHHIBHOaIRLOIWINS  AV)2ildd>0d
20(@0gl, 20la] HUVo HOBANGAUDBHOEMAI0 af)@BBOHM AVOWY
200 af)M®) AMIIIENGHIMSS BIGNEEBUY H)SIWIEM. ag)ID6T
M) 21601680 (Typology)? D@ &B0) QUILOELILOMOODIRENM); DO

His Beatitude Mar Géorge Cardinal Alencherry, Dr Sebastian Brock, Dr David
Taylor and Mrs Helen Brock during the conclusion of the Year of Children, 2018
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ofl. (WMNRODIBSHOS alomaoey. Type afIN@ alo® @sMmIS]
Q@3 $06M)IM al®W OSMUSIVWES HOBAIlE: MVOBYUDLAd6EM. MR
®OOMAYODIM DalEWOUIlHNMMMIEM qVIBIUDL0. BGRMIM @R
BNSS MVAIMMBSB)0 Hald0)VMEHNS)HS)M)NE. Type GR@IGCmeaN
30} 2I0I(@WILNOBMNYROHEMB:IRN0 BR®) AaOOMOW  AOQIANIOM

(@D W B B18)aM). AMYaH MOV )M Es1EN0, GROUd AlUTln00DW .

(al@leniloenilafla)). 2aM GR@IGOMEOM BOOB)®RIW]O}OME:1LN0
ail. ®)3nIoMmeO® @™} 2)M)S] (al@lenilocnilaflay). al9@MI@AR0
O HBBIOS BRYOHOM)BHECVENIWB AULN®IM al)BlOMIVACHISLI
@®OM  al)3OMIHoMo. ) BOD1BH06MOAIN®  DDEUIAUTla00
o) AyS®IVI@3 AIN1En)aM HHBAUODIHG V0OUIMAIW MVIAVIRLY
@06m. “‘QlalMo Mo MaMes sV AIMla))” (GWIAO. 1. 14).
@Rl mOlRIM] all®OLHMON}OS HHBAIAIAINEOMIS)o @GO3
QIO IOMEOMOS)MBS  MVAlalMo  ERYOELIWAN0  (AldCWIUTlE:QI M0
©lo)IM). GRAIG HOBAAILIMOTD aldlMIa® AIM)aH]E:EIHW
enNss 9ecAemInM @RAIMIOAIWIEM). 9OBAUAUINODB]O 2IC1(®
alOA0@ QIYORILOMo Oald®IGA TVIOIWIM] ail®OBHMOO)OS (allDD
al@dlwemm @rloyarlel adla) allwETIG®IM 2o)E@IGIWIAM
@RER1Y AIOAINMOBIMIM @A 9DMMO3 Meiele®. ailwid
MODBIOMR  BRDHEDINIOHINBIAI(@ED  HOBAIAIINODIOMW @RYIN O]
HOBON0 (NaOlBHIMOIB).

3. @RYELYIOW]HH®

IOy 30$2]a0SIG8  @YERLIOCNHD  af)IND  BRHOIWM
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Evening Prayer in Mar Thoma Nazrani families
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Kozhukkatta, a traditional dish
prepared in Mar Thoma Nazrani
Jamilies on Lazarus Saturday
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From the Episcopal Consecration of Mar Joseph Srampickal
(Preston, 9 October 2016)
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The priests serving in the Eparc/)y- with Mar Joseph Srampickal
(Ongoing formation at Divine Retreat Centre, Ramsgate, 13-15 September 2022)
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Major Archbishop Mar George Cardinal Alencherry among other Patriarchs and
Major Archbishops of the Catholic Church at St Peter’s Basilica
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Mm’ George CardmalAlmv/Jerry andArchbzs/;op Claudio Gugerottz with participants
from the Syro-Malabar Church at the Liturgical Conference to commemorate the
25th anniversary of the “Instructions for Applying the Liturgical Prescriptions of the
Code of Canons of the Eastern Churches” (Rome, 18 February 2022)
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Inauguration of "Tota Pulchra’,
the Eparchial Women’s Forum Gathering in Birmingham, UK (3 December 2022)
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Entrance Procession, Episcopal Consecration of Mar Joseph Srampickal
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Margam 022, SMYM Eparchial Gathering
(Yarnfield Park, Staffordshire, 24-26 June)

£)S)06NIBHF0VAHUB  20GCOMI2RIAIBPOOMHD)Ola]) alo]
$9)QIOMY0 algh)AVE9)AI0M)MBS  GAIBIWIB)IMOAUM 9O
a]JQI0) O H>.

MONOS @RYOIWM(HD HVEMEBOSW o0 NIMEBBOHSW)o ailel
2®1E)AUIMYo @RYAVIGIEHIMMBS B¥lal Qilvooavle:8)65
WsO1@3 AUSBO1)bs.

M0loMIRoaH  alClenoM)o  Qilwd)ed  BdenIomaleel
m)oloml WImeEBud  aldluolellenyanmio ageld  ailvoro
M3H08WIo  (AIGMYB:la] VIAURMBBOHSWI0  &)5lHO8W)0
GLa10@N0a0la lE0)&HW)o BYAIWIAIW aflamen MEIiD)&W)o
&2 1Q)) .

MIMOS 0 IOWIOS MVIMaOIRIWIATBOS alDOTVMYOOBA
WIMI(@ 21B2]HUBBN)0 (aIGMIla] MVIG00 BRIMNING Oe3Al
OM(MalB2jUB6)  DalCONIENHWIo  HOBAIUDII (o
ag)elo ailuoalH:8)9SW)o0 @MBIM(AIAIBOMMEBBSOS W)
20BN H W0 6)alQ))d.

o
L

RS _Ealh[mc-ﬁy_m-Matnba}Eparﬁhjul'[ima't.ﬂrilain ¥

e n

PASTORAL PLAN 20722077 | £




-
"

AR : - 4 ._4‘_;. -
' o @«Q“‘r e
M '*_‘,__\ __..,—F"“ A Dt . e ‘.ﬂ-—-""“ — ‘__,,.o“'"""

SBaI®ID GAMAIEL®) 30D

1 egloni® BI-HWIG §HBAUUIT@OTMEMN Il j8s arlauwl
COIBHB)o 0Q) alOEMINWIHS)o RIBIAIN) .

2. 90BN (@ AlaUW63BUd alOleeom MOV OO
ORI  @YIICHNUMIHUB V) IDOIGLIONICY  LIGYRD
B0 b

3. aule0o @eININd MVBVAS (AIBMYd:]2]@R)OIWM(B>R0L16EB
810S 9OBAMIM(@al0RIW AaloOMAMIMOW] HAVAIMO0)BU3
MSOO) .

4. H)S1oNIHNSOVDBHSIO Qi HIBUOMWOSW)o  WOR
(aIOBMNMSB)HSWIo  HOBAIMITV(MaldQl)o @RYVIWM(BAal
0QN20W @PAINIa00 (alBOMO HalYIAN GOMNHUB (HATH0]
BB

5. ‘BNa09’ V@3 ailuoyew (QlpTalw Il QAlleHeMmM O @3
(BHIN®IQ BRYOIWMWOS @RAGNODTMEH)0lajjo (aloWOIMY
OOMENOlajlo Allailw GPMINANING:S)NS CLISH®)o HOBAI

From t/}e‘ Episcopal Consecration ofMar ]osep/a Srampickal
(Preston, 9 October 2016)




 EA ~ " : .
From the visit of Major Archbishop Mar George Cardinal Alencherry
(Tolworth, London, 2018)
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Group Discussion, Margam 2022
(SMYM Eparchial Gathering at Yarnfield Park, Staffordshire)
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