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BENEDICTORY MESSAGE

It is with great pleasure and reverence that I cherish the publication of the
catechism Text of the Syro Malankara Catholic Church in 2002, during the apostolic
ministry of His Beatitude Moran Mor Cyril Beselios Catholicos. It was indeed a
dream come true as it helped the Church to make a truly measured step towards faith
formation. With God’s immense grace we are also able to publish the text in
Malayalam, Tamil and English for classes one to twelve.

The message of creation and salvation manifested through the life of Jesus
Christ was revealed to us all the way through from the Old Testament to the New
Testament. The history of this revelation is the history of the salvation of the Church.
The core of catechism is this history of revelation and salvation. Through the Holy
Spirit this history of salvation continues today in and through the Church. For us this
salvation becomes a living experience through the ecclesial life of the Syro-Malankara
Catholic Church. Therefore the history of salvation and the patrimony or the valuable
traditions of the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church become the fundamental source for
this catechism. I pray that this Catechism Text brings a new vigour in the growth of
the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church and I earnestly advise the faithful to receive this
Catechism Text and help in the promotion and progress of the Church for the greater
glory of God.

[ sincerely appreciate this unique achievement. I express my profound gratitude
to His Grace Most Rev. Thomas Mar Koorilos, the former Chairman and Rev. Dr.
Antony Kakkanatt, the former Secretary of the Synodal Commission for faith
formation who continues to give commendable leadership to prepare and publish this
Catechism Text. I wholeheartedly appreciate the genuine efforts taken by His
Excellency Most Rev. Dr. Thomas Mar Eusebius, the present Chairman of the the
Synodal Commission for Faith Formation, for his services. God bless them and all
those who have collaborated with them in this noble mission.

God bless you all! e ‘
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% Baselios Cardinal Cleemis
Major Archbishop-Catholicos
of the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church.

MAJOR ARCHIEPISCOPAL CURIA
CATHOLICATE CENTRE, PATTOM, TRIVANDRUM-695 004, KERALA, INDIA
Tel: +91-471-2558864, 2555262, Fax: +91 4712553244 , E-mail:mcccuria@gmail.com




INTRODUCTION

The Command of Jesus Christ to “ Gointo al theworld and proclaim the Good
Newstothewholecreation” (Mark 16:15) isthefoundation for Catechesisor faith
formation. Thisfaith formation hasbeen continuingin the Church fromthedaysof the
early Churchindifferent ways. Catechesisisbased on the theol ogical positions of
each epoch. A seriousawarenessontheliturgical, spiritud, theologica, and disciplinary
patrimony of the Malankara Catholic Church led to the promul gation of aunique
catechism for the Malankara Catholic Church. The entire Church rejoices at the
fulfilment of thisdesire.

Catechism should never become an intellectual pursuit. True Catechesis should
lead the pupil to alife of worship and witness. Catechesi s should attempt to lead,
nurture and confirm the pupil inthelife of faith of the Church to which he or she
belongs. Thusthe catechumen will be able to know and experience Christinand
through the Church and participatein the mystery of salvation and bein communion
withtheHoly Trinity. Jesus Christ continues his Salvific Missionin and through the
Church. Thereforewe have concentrated on an ecclesial centred catechesis. This
catechesisisfounded on the spiritual heritage of the Malankara Catholic Church.

In classesoneto four, we prepared the children to think of thedivine mysteries of
salvation history and to thank God with utmost reverence. Our effort in classesfiveto
sevenisto progressively makethe students confront reveal ed truth. In these classes
they learn about God successively as Creator, Protector and Redeemer beginning
with the creation of the universe and reaching the redemptivelife of Jesus.

Indassesfiveand Ix wemet withthemysteriesof revelaion beginningwith Crestion
and extendingtothebirth of Christ. Classsevenisabout God who saves. Thecontents
of thefirgt partincludethe redemptive eventsfrom theincarnation of Son of God up
tothe sending of theHoly Spirit. The second part deal swith thefeaststhroughout the
year commemorating the main redemptiveworksof Christ and relevant liturgical
matters. Thethird part isthe history of the Church in Indiabetween the Synod of
Diamper and Reunion. Thefourth part isabout different vocationsand on compassion
for the poor.



Based ontheprinciplethat “theruleof prayer istheruleof faith”, thistextbook will
help our children understand better the prayersand songsthat werecitein our services
andthusallow themtotruly experienceour Liturgy. Theprayers, hymnsand practical
suggestionsgiven at theend of eachlesson givemoremeaning and spiritua nourishment
tothechild.

Weareprofoundly grateful to HisBesatitude Moran Mor Cyril Basdlios, Catholicos,
Major Archbishop of Trivandrum and the other bishops of the Malankara Catholic
Churchfor their constant prayers, support and suggestions. My specia thanksaredue
to our beloved Aboon Joseph Mar Thomas, the Apostolic Visitor to Americaand
Europefor hiscontinued support and guidance.

Tothemany priests, religiousand lay faithful who have sincerely collaboratedin
thisendeavour weoffer our gratitude. | would liketo thank Rev. Fr. Samuel Thykoottathil
for hiseffort to trand ate the Malayalam Text into English. | acknowledge Rev. Fr.
Abraham Ka akkudi for hisvaluableremarksand correction. Wewould liketo thank
the Professorsof S Mary’sMdankaraMgor Seminary, Trivandrum, and especialy
Rev. Dr. Philip Chempakasserry, Rev. Dr. Kurian Valuparampil, Rev. Dr. Chacko
AeahO.l.C., Rev. Dr. ThomasKanjiramukalil, Rev. Dr. Eldho Puthenkandathil, Rev.
Dr. Kuriakose Thadathil and Rev. Dr. Geevarghese Chediath. | would liketo extend
our sincere thanks to the diocesan directors of catechism Rev. Fr. Joseph
Poovathumtharayil, Rev. Dr. Antony Chethipuzha, Rev. Fr. Robinson Kunnackad,
Rev. Fr. Alexander Valiyavesttil and Rev. Fr. Varghese Valikodath. Our thanksare
also dueto the Text book committee— Prof. Mary Mathew, Shri. N.G. Philip and
Shri. M.V. Thomas. So also to Mr. Mathews Orathel for designing thetext book and
pictures. | would liketo extend our sincerethanksto Rev. Fr. Joseph Kalariparampil
for hisassistance. Our indebtednessto Rev. Dr. Antony Kakkanatt who isthe master
brain behind thiswork isalso sincerely acknowledged.

| pray that through this catechism text each child may be brought to and nourished
inand confirmed in thefaith of the Ma ankara Catholic Church and thusbe ableto
know and experience Chrigt’slove more profoundly.

+ ThomasMar Koorilos
Former Chairman, The Synodal Commissionfor Faith Formation
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Lesson 1

THE WORD BECAME FLESH

Man, the creature of
God alienated himself
from God through sin.
God, the Father desired to
save mankind, which has
been ruined by sin. For
that, he chose Israel ashis
own people. In order that
al might recelve salvation,
God the Father willed to
send hisonly Begotten Son
totheworld. Godrevealed
his promise to the world
through Isaiah, the prophet:
“The young woman is
with child and shall bear
a son, and shall name
him Immanuel” (Isaiah
7:14). God revealed
through Micah, the prophet
that the place of birth of the coming Messiah would be Bethlehem (Micah
5:2). Thus God prepared the people of the Old Testament through the
prophets for the coming of the Saviour.

TheAnnunciation

We see a nation al through the Old Testament waiting with expectation
for the coming of the Saviour. Once, angel Gabriel was sent to Mary at
Nazareth, acity in Galilee, avirgin, betrothed to Joseph. Theangel informed
her the message that God had chosen Mary to be the mother of the Saviour.
The message of the angel of God waslikethis: “ Greetings, favour ed one!
Lord is with you”; the angel continued, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for
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you have found favour with God.
And now, you will conceive in your
womb and bear a son, and you will
name him Jesus. He will be great,
and will be called the Son of the
Most High, and the Lord God will
givetohim thethroneof hisancestor
David. He will reign over the house
of Jacob forever, and of hiskingdom
therewill benoend” (Luke 1:30-33).
Whentheange had finished sayingthis,
“Heream |, theservant of the L ord,;

let it be with me according to your
word”, so saying Mary submitted herself compl etely to the will of God.
Thisi nformatlon about the birth of Jesusis called the Annunciation.

TheBirth of Jesus

In those days a decree went out from Augustus Caesar that the people of
the Roman Empire should be registered. Joseph, the husband of Mary,
belonged to the house and family of David. Hence Joseph went, from the
town of Nazareth to Bethlehem, the city of David, in Judea, to beregistered.
Joseph journeyed together with Mary, who was pregnant. Joseph and Mary
reached Bethlehem, but they did not get place in the inn. While they were
there, thetime camefor her to deliver her child. Shegavebirthto her firstborn
son. She wrapped the baby in bands of cloth and laid him in a manger.

Inthefieldsof that region, there were shepherds keeping watch over their
flock by night. The angels came to the shepherds with the news of the birth
of Jesus, the Saviour of the world. The glory of the Lord shone over them.
Informing the good news of joy to all people the angels sang thus: “ Glory
to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace among those whom
he favours’ (Luke 2:14). When the angels had gone into heaven, the
shepherdswent and saw Joseph and Mary and the child lying in the manger.
The shepherds returned glorifying God and made known what they had
seen and had been told to them about the child (Luke 2:8-20).
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When Jesus was born, the wise men from the East came to Jerusalem to
see him. Because they saw his star in the East, they came to Jerusalem to
adore Jesus. Having understood that Jesus was born in Bethlehem, they
went there, saw child Jesus and offered their gifts.

Jesusispresented intheTemple

The child was circumcised on the eighth day according to the Jewish law.
His parents gave him the name ‘Jesus as suggested by the angel. On the
40" day, when the period of the purification was completed, Jesus was
presented in the temple of Jerusalem. The parents of Jesusdid thus, because
it waswritteninthelaw of theLord: 'Every firstborn male shall be designated
as holy to the Lord and a pair of turtle doves or two pigeons shall be
offered as sacrifice' (Luke 2:21-24). Simeon, the righteous, the devout one
of God and the one looking forward to the consolation of Israel, took
Jesus, who was brought to the temple to do what was customary under the
law, in hisarmsand being led by the Holy Spirit proclaimed thus. “ My eyes
have seen your salvation, which you have prepared in the presence of
all peoples, a light for revelation to the Gentiles and for glory to your
people Israel” (Luke 2:30-32). Thus, Simeon proclaimed the truth that
Jesusisthe Saviour. Mary treasured in her heart everything she heard about
Jesus.

TheChildhood of Jesus

Asaboy when Jesuswent for the feast into the temple at Jerusalem at the
ageof 12, herevealed hisknowledge of God. “ Jesusincreased in wisdom
and in years, and in divine and human favour” (Luke 2:52).

Before starting the public life, Jesus stayed in Nazareth for thirty years.
He helped his parentsin everything and lived in obedience to them.

The Lord Son incarnated in accordance with the will of God, the Father.
From the beginning, the Lord Son, the Second Person of the Holy Trinity
was with the Father. John, the apostle, introduces Jesus as the Word of
God: “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God,
and the Word was God” (John 1:1). It is this *Word', who was born as
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man on earth, Jesus Christ. John says thus about the incarnation: “ And the
Word became flesh and lived among us’ (John 1:14).

Wor ship

Christmas(Yaldo) istheday inwhichwe
celebratethefeast of thebirth of our Lord. In
the prayersof the Service of Christmas, the
description of thefulfilment of the prophecies
concerning the Messiah, are evident. The
Word of God wasborn asmaninthemanger.
Theheavenly angelsinformed thisglad news
to the shepherds. The wise men and the
shepherdsvisited Jesusand adored him. We
remember in the hymn of theHoly Qurbono:

( Thathanthan vachanam...)
“The Word of God, indeed, is God —
Halduiah
Wonderful! He cameon earth—Kurieleison
Unto the shepherds, thisglad news—Hall...
Theheavenly splendour hasgiven—Kuiri...
Son of God inthemanger —Hall...
Waswrapped well with swaddling clothes—
Kuri...
Unto thewise men, thisGospd —Hall...

Questions
1. Explanwhat‘Annunciation’ is.
2. How wasthebirth of Jesus?

Thanksto God! Thestar gaveit—Kur...
Withthegiftsand offerings—Hadll...
They had cometo Bethlehem—Kuri...”

TheChurch commemoratesal the Sdlvific
eventsrelated to the birth of Jesusthrough
the prayers of Christmas Eve, Soutoro and
Night and a so through Christmas Services,
especidly ‘theServiceof theLight'.

Life Witness

Jesuslivedin obedienceto hisparentsin
hischildhood and grew upinthegraceof God.
Similarly, let usaso pay repect to our parents
andteachersand livein obedienceto them.

Memorise

“ And the Word becameflesh and
lived among us, and we have seen his
glory, theglory asof afather’sonly
son, full of graceand truth”.
(John1:14)

3. Describethe Presentation of Jesusinthetemple.



Lesson 2

THE BAPTISM OF JESUS

The message of God
cameto John the Baptist,
theforerunner of Jesus, in
thewilderness. Following
that, he went into all the
regions around Jordan
proclaiming the baptism
of repentance for the
forgiveness of sins. The
mission of John was to
prepare the peoplefor the
coming of Jesus, the
Saviour of the world.
“The voice of one
crying out in the
wilderness: ‘Prepare
the way of the Lord,
make his paths
straight’” (Luke 3:4). It
was about John the
Baptist that | saiah, the prophet, said these words. John summoned the people
for conversion and baptized them with water.

John givesBaptism

Having heard the preaching of John, ‘ people of Jerusalem and all Judea
went to him. They confessed their sins and received baptism from him in
river Jordan’ (Matthew 3:5-6). John understood that the baptism he gave
with water was for conversion. Therefore John witnessed about Jesus thus:
“1 baptize you with water for repentance, but one who is more
powerful than | is coming after me; | am not worthy to carry his
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sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire”
(Matthew 3:11).

TheBaptism of Jesus

When John the Baptist was giving baptism to the people, Jesus came
towards him to receive baptism from him. The fact that one, who was
greater than he, came towards him for baptism, was not acceptable to John.
Jesus said: “Let it be so now; for it isproper for usin thisway to fulfil
all righteousness’ (Matthew 3:15). John baptized Jesus as he wanted.

Baptism and theHoly Trinity

Soon after baptism, Jesus came out of water. Then heaven was opened.
The Holy Spirit descended upon Jesus in the form of a dove. There was a
voice from heaven saying: “ Thisis my Son, the Beloved, with whom |
am well pleased” (Matthew 3:17). The Holy Trinity: the Father, the Son
and the Holy Spirit revealed itself on the occasion of the baptism of Jesus.
Through the voice from heaven, the Father and through the very presence,
the Son and in the form of the dove, the Holy Spirit, revea ed themselves.

TheTemptation intheWilderness

Jesus began his public life with his baptism. The mission of Jesuswasto
redeem the world bound by the state of sin and thereby to reconcile men
with God. As a preparation for this Jesus received baptism and spent forty
days and forty nightsin the wildernessin prayer and fast. Satan as tempter
appeared before Jesuswho wasimmersed in prayer. Satan presented before
Jesus the basic needs and desires of men one by one as temptation.

When Jesus was hungry, Satan approached him and said: “If you are the
Son of God, command thisstoneto becomealoaf of bread” . Jesusanswered:
“One does not live by bread aone, but also with the word of God”. Then
the devil took him to the holy city, placed him on the pinnacle of the temple
and said thus: “If you are the Son of God, throw yourself down”. Jesus
defeated this temptation for fame also saying: “Do not put the Lord, your
God to the test”. The devil tried athird time in order to defeat Jesus. The
devil took Jesusto avery high mountain. He showed Jesus all the kingdoms
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of the world and their splendour. The devil said to Jesus: “All these | will
giveyou, if youwill fall down and worship me’. Then, using hispower over
the devil Jesus said: “ Away with you, Satan! for it iswritten, ‘Worship
the Lord your God, and serve only him”. Then the devil left him. The
angels came and waited on him (Matthew 4:1-11). Thusthe Lord defeated
the temptations of licentiousness, fame, authority and wealth.

After thetemptationsin the wilderness, Jesus began hismission. Hewent
all around Galilee proclaiming the message of the kingdom of God.

Wor ship

We commemorate in the Service of
Denho, John giving baptism at Jordan and
the descent of the Holy Spirit upon Jesusin
theform of adove:

(Kookkoyo)

“The Son of God wasgoing for baptism
inJordan

Without fireand firewood did the water
becomewarm

At that time John- camethereasapriest

And on the Lord’s head — he placed his
right hand

Just as a dove, the Holy Ghost, came
downat that time

And he did hover over the waters of
Jordan

Halduiah o Haleuiah”.

Questions

The Church commemoratesthe baptism
of Jesusthrough the service of theblessing of

water of thefeast of Denho.

Life Witness

After hisbaptism Jesuswasfilled with the
Holy Spirit and he conquered thetemptations
of thedevil. Let usasogrow intheHoly Spirit
andtry to conquer thetemptationsof our daily
life

Memorise

“Itiswritten, ‘ Onedoesnot live by
bread alone, but by every word that
comesfrom themouth of God'”.
(Matthew 4:4)

1.  What wasthemission of Johnthe Baptist?

How did John bear witness about Jesus?

2.
3. HowdidtheHoly Trinity reved itself at thetime of the baptism of Jesus?
4. Describethetemptationsof Jesusinthewilderness.



Lesson 3

THE PROCLAMATION OF
THE KINGDOM OF GOD

The core of the
preaching of Jesusisthe
‘Kingdom of God'. He
begins his mission thus:
“The time is fulfilled,
and the kingdom of
God has come near;
repent, and believe in
the good news’ (Mark
1:15). All the preaching
and the works of the life
of Jesus are connected
with the kingdom of
God.

What istheKingdom
of God?

The state where God
reignsis the kingdom of
God. The subjects are
the children of God. The laws here are of God. Thisisthe state, where the
authority of God is put into practice, and is recognized and experienced.
Justice, love, truth etc., are the virtues that lead to the kingdom of God. All
should come into the state of the kingdom of God. Then only the kingdom
of God would be perfect. The word that is used in the Gospel according to
Matthew, instead of the kingdom of God, is ‘the kingdom of heaven’.

Jesusand the Kingdom of God

It is not possible to see the kingdom of God and Jesus separately. The
kingdom of God cameinto being with the birth of Jesus. The personality of
Jesus and his works are connected with the kingdom of God. The very
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presence of Jesus is the proof that God rules. It is through establishing
relationship with Jesus that one enters into the kingdom of God, that is, the
acceptance of the discipleship of Jesus. Thosewho are humblelike children
are able to enter into the kingdom of God.

TheParablesand theKingdom of God

Jesus narrated parables in order to explain the different aspects of the
kingdom of God. The kingdom of heaven may be compared to someone,
who sows good seed in thefield. While everybody sleeps, an enemy comes
and sowsweeds among thewheat. The owner of thefield permitsthe weeds
to grow along with the wheat. This meansthat God protectsthe evil people
alongwithgood. But thisprotectionistemporary. For, at thetime of harvest,
the master orders to collect the weeds and burn them. In the same way it
will happen at the end of the world (Matthew 13:24-30). Thus Jesus taught
that the kingdom of God includes the good and the bad and that the good
oneswill obtain the kingdom of heaven and the bad ones, hell.

Thekingdom of heavenislikeatreasurehiddeninafield (Matthew13:44).
When someonefindsit, he goesand sellsall that he has and buysthat field.
Because, he understands that that treasure is more valuable than all his
possessions. Similarly, the kingdom of heaven islike amerchant who finds
apear| of great value. Heisprepared to sell all that he hasin order to ownit.
Thus the Lord introduced the kingdom of God as a great treasure.

“The kingdom of heaven is like a net that was thrown into the sea and
caught fish of every kind; when it was full, they drew it ashore, sat down,
and put the good into baskets but threw out the bad. So it will be at the end
of theage. Theangel swill come out and separate the evil from the righteous
and throw them into the furnace of fire, where there will be weeping and
gnashing of teeth” (Matthew 13:47-50). Thus, Jesus taught that it is the
good men, who would inherit the kingdom of God.

The sower, who sows good seed, the treasure hidden in the field, the
pearl merchant and the fisherman, who casts net in the seawere all familiar
things during the time of Jesusto the ordinary people of that country. The
good seed and weed, good and bad fish, mean those who live in accordance
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with the laws of the kingdom of God and those who do not pay heed to the
laws of God. The good and the bad equally live under the providence of
God until the end of age. But, at the second coming of Jesus, each one will
receive reward from the Lord according to one's mode of life. Jesus had
clearly reveded that the children of the kingdom of God should receive
eternal lifeand theevil men, unending hell.

The miracles of Jesus were signs of the establishment of the kingdom of
God. Jesusteachesthat the kingdom of God isfor those who believein him
and for those who listen to his words. We ought to become worthy of the
kingdom of God and of the eternal life, accepting Jesus and his advices. Al
the teachings and works of Jesus were related to the kingdom of God.

Wor ship

The kingdom of heavenislikened to a
wedding feast, which aperson has prepared.
When those who wereinvited rejected, he
invited menfromevery placefor thebanquet.
At thetime of the banquet the master having
noticed a man sitting in the wedding hall
without the wedding robe, got angry and
ordered him to be expelled. We remember
thisparableintheprayer of the Third Hour of
Tuesday in S himo:

(Swargargyamvirunninna...)

“Thekingdom of heaven

Islikeabanquet

Towhichthefriendswerecalled;

Theinviteesdidoneand al rgject

Anddid not enjoy.

The master then sent servants

Andthey - called all theraces,

Fromal quartersdidthey come

Questions
1. Whatisthekingdom of God?Explain.

And the—wedding hall wasfull.

Themaster saw then there onewithout —
thewedding robe

At oncehe ordered that he bethrown out

Into the pitch darkness. Barekmor”.

Life Witness

The kingdom of God is the experience
being together with Jesus. L et usal so accept
thecall of Jesusto enter thekingdom of God
through repentance and grow in the
experiencesof the kingdom of God.

Memorise

“Thetimeisfulfilled, and thekingdom
of God has come near; repent, and
believeinthegood news’.
(Mark 1:15)

2.  What istherelationship between Jesusand the kingdom of God?
3. ‘Thekingdom of Godislikethetreasurehiddeninthefield’. Explain.
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Lesson 4

THE SERMON OF
JESUS ON THE MOUNT

The Sermon on the
Mount is the part, where
Jesus presentsat length the
mysteries of the kingdom
of God. Chapters five, six
and seven of the Gospel
according to St. Matthew,
are known under the name
‘Sermon on the Mount’.
The Sermon on the Mount
iIsqualified asthe ‘ code of
law’ of the followers of
Christ. Themode of life of
the disciples of Christ is
treated here. Thegist of the
Sermon on the Mount is
the message of the
kingdom of God. Jesus
climbed on amountainand
having seated there, taught. The instructions of Jesus on the Mountain, is
the Sermon on the Mount.

TheEight Beatitudes

The Eight Beatitudes are a collection of the first eight sentences, which
we see in the beginning of the Sermon on the Mount. Jesus makes clear
through these eight beatitudes, the blessedness of the disciples of Christ,
which they receivein their lives. Jesus teaches us through these beatitudes
chiefly thevirtuessuch as, faith, hope, love, compassion, justiceand holiness.
The teachings of Jesus imparted consolation to men who were vexed by
the difficulties of life. Jesus proclaims as blessings things which man
considers as curses. The eight beatitudes reveal the nature of the kingdom
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of God to come. The saints and great men kept the Sermon on the Mount
aslaw of life.

The poor in spirit are those who are conscious that they are poor before
God. They rely on God in all their needs. The poor in spirit are of four
kinds:

- Having wedlth, those who live in accordance with the suggestions of
the Holy Spirit. This type of people does not desire to earn anything
against justice and propriety or to keep in possession anything through
sinful means.

- Those who really experience poverty, but accept the same with their
mind. These patiently suffer their difficultiesand worriesand do service
to God in their circumstances.

- Thosewhowillingly and joyfully embrace poverty in order tolive more
closely to Christ. These are those who practise asceticism.

- Those who have the true spirit of poverty. These love God above all.

‘Those who mourn shall be comforted’ . God will change their mourning
into joy. Those who weep for Jesus will be comforted. The meek are those
who suffer violencewith equanimity, and suffer persecution liketheMessiah.
Jesus will give comfort to those who are weary and are carrying heavy
burdens. ‘To inherit the earth’ means ‘to posses the kingdom of God'.
Those who hunger after justice are those who try to practisejustice. We see
inthe Sermon on the M ount that people should be merciful. To the merciful,
themerciful God will show mercy. The purein heart means pure conscience.
Those having pure heart are those who maintain fidelity without showing
fraud to God or to men. The internal purity is what is required for seeing
God. Thedisciplesof Christ should be able to establish peace and to offer
good wishes. It is the mission of the disciples of Christ to stand firm for
peace. The peacemakers are the children of God. The kingdom of God
belongs to those who suffer persecution for the sake of justice or for the
reason that they belong to Christ. Those who are persecuted and aretortured
have the right to rejoice and be glad. Those who suffer more, will receive
greater reward. Jesusintroduces these benefitsthrough the eight beatitudes.
Jesus teaches the great truth that those who live in distress are bl essed.
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TheExhortation of Jesus

Chapters five, six and seven of
the Gospel according to St.
Matthew are exhortatory. For the
laws, regulations and virtues,
which are to be observed in every
sphere of human life are treated
here. Jesus, who isthe completion
of the Old Covenant, gave new
meaning to the laws of Moses,
practised among the Jews.
Through that Jesus was not
abolishing the law but was
completing the same.

TheSalt of theEarth and the
Light of theWorld

Thedisciplesof Christ should be free from fault in everything. For, they
are the salt of the earth and the light of the world. Salt makes food tasty;
and preserves from decay. Just as salt gives taste to food, the disciples of
Christ should fulfil the mission of salt. The followers of Christ haveto live
giving the taste of love and joy to others. The disciples have the task of
enlightening theworld also. Jesusisthelight that illuminesthe people, who
arein darkness. His disciplestoo should be light to others. Just asthe lamp
islit and placed on the stand gives light to al, the reputation of those who
do good deeds should spread all around. Thus, every body should glorify
God (Matthew 5:13-16).

Fraternal Love

Over the commandment of M oses, namely, whoever murders his brother
shall beliableto judgement, Jesus taught; he who gets angry with a brother
is liable to judgement. “When you are offering your gift at the altar, if
you remember that your brother or sister has something against you,
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leave your gift there before the altar and go; first be reconciled to
your brother or sister, and then come and offer your gift” (Matthew
5:23-24).

We ought to help those who ask help from us irrespective of friend or
foe. As the disciples of the Lord, who do good without asking, we also
should do good to others, more than what is asked for. Through this, we
will be able to love our enemies sincerely. For God makes his sun rise on
the evil and on the good, and sends rain on the righteous and on the
unrighteous.

We ought to be perfect as our heavenly Father is perfect (Matthew 5:48).
We should not give publicity to the helpswe render to others. Our heavenly
Father sees every help we do in secret. He will give us reward. In this
manner weincrease our investment in heaven.

Jesuscriticized severely those who attribute evil against others. First correct
one’'s own faults and mistakes. Only those who are aware of their own
faults can forgive the faults of others and suffer them. Jesus taught thus
about fraternal love.

Rely on DivineProvidence

Jesus taught through the Sermon on the Mount that all should rely on
the providence of God. It is God, who created all. Man is the crown of
creation. Hence, Jesus taught that God would protect man in all things
(Matthew 6:25-34)

TheTrueDisciple

It demands great sacrifice to be the true disciple. Jesus says. “Not
everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,” will enter the kingdom of
heaven, but only the one who does the will of my Father in heaven”
(Matthew 7:21). Thetrue disciples are those who build strong house on the
foundation of Jesus. If the foundation is built on rock, the strong wind,
flood and rain will not destroy the house. If we build our house on Jesus,
the strong foundation, hostile circumstances, persecutions and insults,
whatever they be, will not shake our faith and lovein Jesus.
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Wor ship

Basing on the Sermon of Jesus on the
Mount, we sing in the Night prayer of
Wednesday thus:

(Satyasnehika Neetishtar...)

“How beautiful arethewords

TheLord hassaidin hisGospel!

Thoseenthusiasts, who didlovehim, are
indeed blessed

Blessed arethe poor in Spirit, becausethey
shdll possessheaven

Blessed al so those who mourn, for they
shdl becomforted;

TheMartyrsand the Confessors

And thosewho suffer are blessed;

On account of their sufferings

They shdl inheritthekingdom

Andalsolifeeternd, they shal receive’.

Life Witness

Jesus taught us in the Sermon on the
Mount about the dispositionsof themind, we
haveto adoptinour daily life. Let usloveour
brethren, rely on the providence of God and
work assdlt of theearthand light of theworld.

Questions

Memorise
“Blessed arethe poor in spirit, for theirs
isthekingdom of heaven.
Blessed arethose who mourn, for they
will becomforted.
Blessed are the meek, for they will
inherit theearth.
Blessed arethosewho hunger and thirst
for righteousness, for they will befilled.
Blessed arethe merciful, for they will
receive mercy.
Blessed arethe purein spirit, for they
will seeGod.
Blessed arethe peacemakers, for they
will becalled children of God.
Blessed arethose who are persecuted
for the sake of righteousness, for theirs
isthekingdom of heaven”.
(Sunday, Morning Prayer)

1.  What doesJesusteach usthrough the Eight Begtitudes?

What ismeant by, ‘ the poor in spirit’ ?

ok~ wbd

Whoisatruedisciple?

Explaintheproposition, ‘you arethe salt of theearth’.
What does Jesusteach about Fraternal Love?



Lesson 5

THE MIRACLES OF JESUS

During hispubliclife, Jesus
went around all over Judeaand
proclaimed the kingdom of
God. Jesus always proclaimed
theword of God to the people,
who approached him. The
noble things Jesus did and the
miraclesand signs hewrought
were helpful for the
establishment of the kingdom
of God. The miracles of Jesus
touch al theareasof life. Jesus
worked miraclesby curing the
sick, raising the dead,
subduing the powers of nature
and driving out unclean spirits.
The power and work of the ~
creator over the creatures are shown in miracles. The extraordl nary events
which show either thework of God or hisrevelation, are called miracles.

Jesus did not do miracles for his own glory. But, for the glory of the
name of God or for divine witness or to accomplish the needs of those who
confided in him. The miracles of Jesus were capable of giving God-
experience.

Miraclesinthe Gospels

All four Evangelists describe the miracles of Jesus. St. John uses the
word sign instead of miracle. The other Evangelists usually use the word
miracle. The works of Jesus are the works of the Father. Miracles are the

signs of the kingdom of God. The one miracle, al the Evangelists deal with
Isthe event of Jesus multiplying the five loaves of bread.
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Themiraclesof Jesuscould bedivided into four groups. relating to nature,
curing the sick, driving out unclean spirits and raising the dead.

Miraclesin Nature

Jesus had power over nature. We see Jesus controlling the powers of
nature in the miracle of stilling the storm (Matthew 8:23-27). On another
occasion Jesus walked over the sea (Matthew 14:24-33). Thefollowing are
afew miracles Jesusworked on nature: Changing water into wine (John 2:1-
11), Multiplication of bread (Matthew 15:32-39), etc.

CuringtheSick

Thereare several miraclesof curing the sick inthe Gospels. Matthew, the
apostle, bears witness to Jesus curing the sick: “ They brought to him all
the sick, those who were afflicted with various diseases and pains,
demoniacs, epileptics, and paralytics, and he cured them” (Matthew
4:24). Special instances of Jesus curing the sick also could be seen in the
Gospel. Once when Jesuswasin the city, aleper pleaded unto him: “Lord,
if you choose, you can make me clean”. Jesus stretched out his hand,
touched him and said: “I do choose. Be made clean”. Immediately the
leprosy left him (Luke 5:12-13). The cure of the woman, who had
haemorrhage, was very much note-worthy. When she touched the fringe of
his clothes with faith, power went out of Jesus and she got cured of her
disease (Luke 8:43-48). On another occasion, Jesus cured two blind men,
who came after him crying out: “Have mercy on us, Son of David”
(Matthew 9:27-31). Thus, Jesus gave cureto many.

Casting out Satan

Jesus reveals through miracles that power was given to him over Satan
too. Jesus cured a dumb man, who was possessed by devil (Luke 11:14).
Jesus cast out evil spirits from two demoniacs, who came out from tombs
of the country of the Gadarenes (Matthew 8:28-34). Besides these, Jesus
had cast out devils from many others.

Raising the Dead

By raising the dead Jesus shows that he is the author of life. God alone
has the authority to give life. By giving life to the dead he revealed to the
world that he is the Son of God. Jesus revived Lazarus, brother of Martha
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and Mary of Bethany, and his own friend, four days after his death (John
11:38-44). Jesusraised to life the daughter of Jairus (Mark 5:21-43) and the
son of thewidow of Nain also (Luke 7:11-17).

Jesusand theMiracles

All the miracles Jesus wrought show his divinity. It was for the good of
man that he wrought all the miracles. Jesus worked miracles through his
authoritative words. The miracles of Jesus were never intended for hisown
prestigeor benefit. The primary intention of the miracleswasthe establishment

of the Kingdom of God and the good of man.

The am of the miracles of Jesus was to lead the people to faith. Jesus
tested the faith of the people whenever heworked miracles. Jesus generally
worked miracles where there was deep faith.

Wor ship

The Church commemoratesthe various
miracles of Jesus through the hymn, titled
‘JesustheLight’.

(Agnimayanmer...)
“Lord, you fed thefive thousand with five
loavesonly
Satisfy my hunger fromyour Holy Table.
You saved from Satan the child of the
Canaanitewoman
Kindly, likewise set mea so freefrom Satan.
Lord, you cured the suffering woman from
her haemorrhage
Stop the haemorrhage of snfromme; bemy
refuge.
Lord, you gave back life to Jairus’ little
daughter

Questions

Revivemetoo by your Spirit, for | am dead.
Lazaruswasdead and hisbody was putrefied
Butyouraised himtolife, likewisereviveme

too”.
Life Witness

Jesusgavemany blessngsthroughmirades
toal thosewho approached himwithfaith. If
wetoo confess Jesuswithfath, hewill shower
many blessngsinour lifetoothroughworking
miracles.

Memorise

“Ask anditwill begivenyou;
search, and you will find; knock and
thedoor will be openedfor you™.

(Luke11:9)

1. Intohow many groupscanwedividethe miraclesof Jesus?Which arethey?
2. Describetwo miraclesby which Jesuscured sicknesses.

3. What did Jesusreveal by raisingthedeadtolife?

4. What wastheaim of themiraclesof Jesus?
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Lesson 6

THE PARABLES OF JESUS

One third of the
Instructions of Jesus are
parables. Small aswell as
big parables are recorded
in the Gospels. Jesus
taught the people through
parables related with
ordinary eventsof dally life.
These things are recorded
in the Gospel according to
St. Matthew: “ Jesus told
the crowds all these
things in parables;
without a parable he
told them nothing”
(Matthew 13:34).

In order that ordinary
people might understand
the instructions of Jesus,
they were compared
through the parablesto the realities one encountersin life. Jesusreferred in
parablesto thingsfamiliar to the hearers. We seein the parables the various
phases of the kingdom of God, the central point of the instructions of
Jesus. All parables are related to the kingdom of God. Hence the parables
of Jesus could be classified only in relationship with the kingdom of God.
We can classify the parables of Jesus asfollows: (1) those dealing with the
beginning and growth of the Kingdom of God, (2) those related with
compassion and the Kingdom of God, (3) those about discipleship, (4)
those that indicate the crisis of the Kingdom of God, (5) those related with
the Final Judgement.
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1. TheBeginning and the Growth of theKingdom of God

The kingdom of God was established with the coming of Jesus. ‘The
kingdom of God’ means the state of God's rule. This is the perfection of
the relationship between God and man. The beginning of the kingdom of
Godisinsmall form and being. It acquires perfection at the end of ages. All
the parablesdedlt within chapter 4 of St. Mark arerelated with the beginning
and growth of the kingdom of God. The parables of the Sower, the Yeast,
and the Mustard Seed make clear that the kingdom of God is small in the
beginning and afterwards it grows big. In the parable on the Mustard Seed
(Mark 4:30-32), Jesus compares the kingdom of God to a mustard seed.
Just as the small mustard seed grows big so that birds could make nests on
its branches, so aso the kingdom of God would spread throughout the
world, and all peoples could be part of the kingdom of God. These are the
messages Jesus gives through these parables.

2. TheKingdom of God and Compassion

The compassion and love of God flow to men through Jesus. This
compassion and love are the special features of the kingdom of God. Jesus
taught through these parabl es that those who deserve compassion are those
who lost everything, who have nothing and who suffer pain. The following
are the parables Jesus told to reveal the compassion of the kingdom of
God: the L ost Sheep, the L ost Coin, the Prodigal Son (Luke 15), theWorkers
of the Vineyard, the Pharisee and the Tax Collector, the Two Debtors.
Through these parables Jesus taught that God the Father compassionately
receives those who return after having gone astray. In the parable of the
Prodigal Son (Luke 15:11-32), hisfather lovingly receivesthe younger son,
when he repented and came back. But, the elder son gets angry with this.
The father dealswith him too lovingly. Jesus demands through this parable
that those who are away from the kingdom of God should repent and return
and should live in harmony with God and brethren. This parable makes
evident God's compassion and patience. This parable also points out the
need of the conversion of the sinner and his reconciliation.
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3. Discipleship

Through the parables about the discipleship Jesus describes how the
man, who has experienced the love and compassion of God should respond.
Jesus teaches that the foundation of discipleship is self-denial. We should
be ready to renounce everything for the sake of the kingdom of God. The
parable of the Precious Pearl, Men who build the Tower, the King who
prepares for War, the Firm Foundation, the Cruel Servant, the Foolish Rich
Man, etc., teach us about the cost of discipleship. The main themes of
these parables are the spirit of dedication and self-denial for the sake of the
kingdom of God. The theme of the parable of the Precious Pearl (Matthew
13:45-46) is the invitation, which Jesus gives to the children of men to
appropriate the kingdom of God already present. Here, the kingdom of
God iscompared to the precious pearl. The merchant renounces everything
he has, in order to makethe precious pearl hisown. Hergjectsthe unimportant
thingsasof littlevaluein order to possess something precious. Thisparable
sheds light on the attitude of self-denial, which a disciple of Christ should
have. That is, thediscipleof Christ should reject everything el se, considering
them as insignificant. The Lord Jesus teaches through the parables about
discipleship that self-denial is necessary to possess the kingdom of God.

4. TheCrisisof theKingdom of God

It is quite natural that the members of the kingdom of God encounter
crises. But, the kingdom of God grows outliving them and in spite of them.
Jesus teaches that when crisis arises in the growing kingdom of God, the
disciple of Christ should be vigilant for the Gospel values. The following
parables reveal the crises of the kingdom of God: the Parable of the
Dishonest Manager, the Rich Man and Lazarus (Lukel6), the Wedding
Banquet, the Tenants of the Vineyard, etc. In the parable of the Wedding
Banquet, the banquet did not go waste, because of those who were invited
rejected the invitation. Instead of the invited, people from the streets of the
city were invited and they took part in the wedding banquet. Jesus alludes
that the matter of salvation tooislikethis, whichisagift of God. When the
people of Israel rejected the Saviour, many others came forward to receive
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the Saviour. There arises a crisis when the chosen ones reject the kingdom
of God. This crisisis solved by the choice of the others.

5. ThelLast Judgement

The parablesthat comeinthisgroup signify the perfection and final form
of the kingdom of God. Jesus teaches through these parables, the Second
Coming of Chrigt, the Last Judgement, and the Entering into the Kingdom
of God. Jesus says that one should diligently wait for the kingdom of God.
The following are the parables related to the second coming of Jesus:. the
Weeds, the Net that is cast in the Sea, Fig Tree with tender Leaves, the
Faithful Slave, the Thief inthe Night, the Parable of the Talents, the Parable
of the Ten Bridesmaids. The Parable of the Ten Bridesmaids (Matthew
25:1-13) isrelated to the second coming of Jesus. At midnight there was a
shout, ‘Look! Here is the bridegroom’. This is the warning of the second
coming of Jesus. The closing of the door against thefivefoolish bridesmaids
isapart of thelast judgement. Jesus teaches usthrough this parable that we
should be always ready for the coming of Christ.

Jesus told many parables during his life. Each parable was to impart a
messageto the people. Itistherealitiesof daily lifethat shoneinthe parables
of Jesus. All parables are related to the kingdom of God. Jesus opens the
door of the kingdom of God for us through each parable.
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Wor ship

Jesustaught the peoplethrough parables
during hispubliclife. The Churchremembers
thevarious parables of Jesusthroughout the
liturgy. Wesing thusintheprayer of theThird
Hour of Tuesday, relating to the Ten
Bridesmaids, who went to receive the
Bridegroom:

(Drishtanthanga upamakadlil...)

“TheLord hasingtructed usin symbolsand
inparables

Thekingdom of heavenislikethevirgins
waiting for thegroom,

They weredegping a night and they heard

A shout that wokethem

‘Thebridegroom hascome’ and thefive
wisevirgins

Roseandreceived him;

Thefoolishfivevirginscried aoud behind
closed doors

Therwailingisinsuchwords,

Whichareinexplicable’.

Questions

Life Witness

Jesus taught through the parables the
messages necessary for thedaily life. Let us
bewitnessesto Jesusimbibing the messages
of hisparables.

Memorise
“l amtheway, and thetruth,
andthelife. No onecomestothe
Father except through me”.
(John14:6)

1. How canwegroup the parablesof Jesus? Which arethey?
2. Theparableof themustard seed signifiesthe beginning of thekingdom of God. Explain.
3. What did Jesusteach regarding how adisciple of Christ should be?
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Lesson 7

JESUS, THE MESSIAH

The people of Israel
waited hopefully for the
coming of the Messiah for a
long time. With the birth of
Jesus, the Son of God, this
waiting was fulfilled. The
meaning of theword ‘ Jesus
Is‘ Saviour’. The meaning of
the word ‘Messiah’ is ‘the
anointed one’. The word
‘Messiah’ is taken from the
Hebrew word ‘Meshiah'.
Theword ‘Christos' isused
in Greek to denote
‘Messian’. The word
‘Christ’ took its form from
that. Hence the words
Messiah, Christ have the
same meaning. The very
word ‘Jesus the Messiah’
signifiesthewhole mystery of theincarnation. The useof theword ‘Messiah’
iscommonly used in the Oriental Churches.

Messiah - in theHopeof the Old Testament

The Old Testament means by the word Messiah, the king, who wasto be
sent by God in the fullness of time. It is aso used to mean ‘the anointed
one' . There isadeep relationship between God and the Anointed One. Itis
because of that David said that the one, who works against the anointed one
of the Lord, isto be killed (2 Samuel 1:14-15). The Old Testament bears
witness that the life-giving power of God dwells in the anointed one
(Lamentations4:20).

33



The kings were called in Isragl and Judea as the anointed ones of the
Lord. So also the priests and prophets were considered as anointed. Hence
they believed that the Messiah to come, would be prophet, priest and king.
The Jews had believed that the mission of the Messiah, who wasto be born
in the family of David, would be to save I srael and redeem Jerusalem. The
hope about the Messiah reflected in the prophecies of the prophets also.
The peopleof Israel hopefully waited that ‘ at the coming of the Messiah the
powers of the nations would be destroyed and that the Lord would rule
with Jerusalem as hiscentre’ . Thishope of the people of Israel wasfulfilled
with the birth of Jesus.

TheMessiahintheNew Testament

The New Testament introduces Jesus as the Messiah. Jesus himself
accepts at the end of hispublic lifethat heisthe Christ (Mark 14:26). Jesus
iIsnot the Messiah, who would liberate Isragl politically. But, Jesusgavethe
picture of asuffering Messiah, contrary to the expectation of the Jews. The
Evangelists allude to that Jesus is called the Messiah (Christ) (Matthew
27:17). The miracles Jesus wrought and his authoritative teachings make it
clear that he was the Messiah. Peter, the head of the apostles, said this
about Jesus: “ You arethe Messiah, the Son of theliving God” (Matthew
16:16).

TheKingship of theM essah

The people had deeply believed that Jesus wasthe onewho would deliver
Israel. Theeffort, which the people made to make Jesusking after themiracle
of the multiplication of the bread, was to confirm that he was the Messiah
(John 6:14-15). The roya entry of Jesus into the city and the cleansing of
the temple (Mark 11:1-9) reveded that Jesus was the promised Messiah.
The Evangelistsintroduced these events as the fulfilment of the prophecies
about the Messiah.

The magjority of the Jews believed that the M essiah would be a powerful
king. They dreamt of a king, who would establish a new kingdom in the
world and would ruleit with pomp and prosperity. They considered that the
kingdom, the Messiah establishes would be in this world itself. But, God
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did not send hisonly Begotten
Soninto theworld, to establish
akingdom onthisearth andto
rule, but for reconciling men
with God. Jesus realized this
by offering hisown life. Jesus
Is depicted as king during his
tria, in order to show theglory
of suffering. Jesus said thus
about his kingship: “My
kingdom is not from this
world” (John 18:36). Jesus
revealed that hiskingshipisnot
of thisworld, butitisof service
and of self-dedication.

The Prophetical Role of
theMessiah

The people recognized from his works that Jesus was a prophet. Those
who witnessed the raising to life of the son of the widow of Nain, were
seized with fear and they glorified God and said: “A great prophet has
risen among us, and God has looked favourably on his people” (Luke
7:16). John the Baptist, who came to know about the miracles of Jesus, sent
his disciples to Jesus. The disciples of John the Baptist asked Jesus: “ Are
you the one who is to come, or are we to wait for another”. Jesus
replied thus. “Go and tell John what you have seen and heard” (Luke
7:22). Jesus revealed through these words that he was the real prophet and
the Messiah to come.

ThePriesthood of theM essiah

Since Jesus was the Messiah, he is also priest. He sanctified the people
throughout his public life through his words and deeds. Jesus is the only
mediator between God the Father and men. Jesus gave to men the love,
compassion of the Father and the absolution of sin. He fulfilled hismission
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as priest forever by offering himself completely to the Father on Calvary.
The self-oblation, which began at the incarnation, became perfect in the
sacrifice of Calvary. Thus, Jesus fulfilled the service of priesthood also.
The Epistleto the Hebrewstestifiesthat Jesusis priest forever according to
the order of Melchizedek (Hebrew 7:11-25).

Being the Messiah, heisalso the prophet, priest and king. Itisthemission
of Jesus, to teach, to sanctify and to lead. Jesus did this triple mission
during hispubliclife.

M essiah, the Saviour of theWorld

Theincarnation of Jesuswasfor the salvation of the whole mankind. The
angel of the Lord told the shepherds thus about the birth of Jesus: “ To you
isborn thisday in the city of David a Saviour, who isthe Messiah, the
Lord” (Luke2:11). Onthe occasion when Jesuswas presented in thetemple
Simeon confessed the fact that Jesus is the Saviour of the world: “For my
eyeshave seen your salvation, which you have prepared in thepresence
of all peoples’ (Luke 2:30-31).

The word 'Salvation' means that man who is reconciled with God by the
remission of hissinsiswith God in eternal bliss. This salvation is obtained
through Jesus. Since men arein the state of sin, it isimpossible to be saved
by themselves and to reach the presence of God. That is why Jesus, the
sinless, endured sufferings, died on the cross and resurrected on the third
day. Thus, Jesus saved mankind.

During his public life Jesus saved the people from sin, death, sickness,
Satan and hunger. He absolved the sinful woman and the paralytic and
invited them to eternal life. Jesus gave salvation to the people through his
passion, death on the cross and resurrection. The just, the sinners, the
chosen ones, the discarded ones, the Jews and the gentiles alike sharein the
salvific work of Jesus. It isthrough Jesus that the entire mankind is saved.
Hence Jesus is the sole Saviour, the Saviour of the world.
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Wor ship

We haveinour liturgy many hymnsand
prayers, whichintroduce JesusastheMessah.
Itisthefoundation of our faith that Jesus, who
was born in Bethlehem and grew up in
Nazareth, isintruth the Messiah, whom the
Jewish people expected. Whenever Jesusis
introduced in worship, the Church prays
adding theword Messahtothenameof Jesus.
Thus, the Church confesses JesusasMessiah
throughthe serviceof Chrisgmas:

(Mahitannibi Aesayah..)
“Thegloriousprophet Isaiah
HascalledtheMessiah, ‘ The Strong’ .
Through hiswonderful birth
Heissaidtobe‘Miracle'.

Heisthestrong, and wonderful
Aslsaiah hastold early;

Theangel calledtheMessiah

And greeted himashisown‘Lord’
Thereisno son of man
Wholordsover heavenly angels;
Heisthe God and Son of God
Hence, heistheLord of Gabriel”.

Questions

Life Witness

The scheme of God the Father was
redizedwiththecoming of Jesus, theMessah.
Let usshareinthat sdvation confessing Jesus
astheMessiah.

Memorise
“Toyouisbornthisday inthe
city of David aSaviour, whoisthe
Messiah, theLord”.
(Luke2:11)

1. What arethe expectationsfoundin the Old Testament about the Messiah?
2. HowistheMessiahintroduced inthe New Testament?

3. Whichisthetriplemission of theMessiah? Describe.

4. Describethefact that the Messiahisthe Saviour of theWorld.
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Lesson 8

JESUS AND GOD THE FATHER

Jesus is the only
Begotten Son of the
heavenly Father. Jesussaid
that he came to thisworld
inorder torevea the Father
andtofulfil thewill of God.
Jesus was always in
contact with the Father.

Jesus prayed to the
Father

Jesuswasin continuous
communion with the Father
In prayer. Jesus spent forty
days in prayer in
preparation for his public
life. Jesus prayed to the
Father at the time of
receiving baptism and on
occasions when he
worked miracles. Jesus, who continuously prayed, taught his disciples to
pray. The prayer he taught them isthe “Our Father....” During the days of
his passion, Jesus prayed thus to the Father in Gethsemane: “ Father, if
you arewilling, removethiscup from me; yet not my will but yoursbe
done’ (Luke?22:42). Jesus prayed to the Father even when hewas crucified:
“Father, forgive them; for they do not know what they are doing”
(Luke 23:34). Jesus prayed to the Father in the last minutes of his earthly
life: * Father, intoyour hands| commend my spirit” (Luke 23:46). Jesus
died praying thus. Jesus continuously related himself with the Father in

prayer.
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Jesusand theFather areone

Jesusreved ed that he and the Father are one. Oncethe apostle Philip told
Jesusthus: “ Lord, show ustheFather” . Jesusreplied to Philip: “Whoever
has seen me has seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the
Father’? Do you not believethat | am in the Father and the Father is
in me?” (John 14:6-10). Jesus told that the works he does are the works of
the Father. Jesus showed that he liked whatever the Father liked. At thetime
of the baptism of Jesus, God the Father reveaed the Son: “ Thisismy Son,
the Beloved, with whom | am well pleased” (Matthew 3:17). The
Father revealed the Son at the time of the transfiguration of Jesus also
(Matthew 17:5).

Jesus had addressed God the Father as ‘Aba’. The meaning of the word
‘Aba’ is ‘father’. When he was a boy, the parents of Jesus came in search
of him to the temple, Jesus asked them: “Did you not know that | must
be in my Father’s house?” (Luke 2:49). All the works of Jesus were to
show the glory of God, the Father. Jesus and the Father are one. For that
reason Jesus prayed for his disciples thus. “As you, Father, are in me
and | am in you, may they also bein us, so that the world may believe
that you have sent me. The glory that you have given me| have given
them, so that they may be one, asweareone’ (John 17:21-22). Thus, in
all works, Jesus continuously related himself with the Father.

God, Our Father

Since God is the father of all of us, Jesus taught thus: “Be perfect,
therefore, as your heavenly Father is perfect” (Matthew 5:48). The
Lord Jesustold that whatever we ask the heavenly Father, he would give us
(Matthew 7:7-11). Jesustaught that just as the heavenly Father is merciful,
we should aso be merciful.

God the Father isthe creator of all of us. Heloves everyone. Thelove of
the Father is unbounded. ‘ For God so |oved the world that he gave hisonly
Son, so that everyone who believes in him may not perish but may have
eternal life' (John 3:16). The incarnation of Jesus was an expression of the
love of God, the Father for us.
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Jesus taught through the parable of the Prodigal Son that the Father
lovesall and that thereisno limit to hisforgiveness. God, the Father created
everything in this universe for our good. It is through Jesus that we could
experience the love of the Father most. Therefore, he who knows Jesus
knows the Father. The Father and the Son are two Persons of the Holy
Trinity. Hence, let us glorify God, the Father and God, the Son.

Wor ship

IntheMaankaraL iturgy, especidly inthe
Holy Qurbono, the majority of the prayers
are addressed to the Father. Almost all the
prayers of the Holy Qurbono end with the
doxology, “Weoffer praiseand thanksgiving
toyou andto your Only SonandtotheHoly
Spirit, now and alwaysand forever”. Thus,
weremember God the Father throughout the
prayers. Weremember God the Father thus
inthe Prayer of the Third Hour of Monday, in
S himo:

(Sorgathil vazhumthata...)
“ Father, who dwellsin heaven
We, servants, plead you;
Thereisno other father, who
Pitiesand helpsus.
You created usout of nothing
Inyour anger, let usnot again

Questions
1.
2.
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Beturned into nothingness, for wekeep your
laws

Andwill please you by meansof our deeds
of judtice;

Halduiah—Havemercy onus’.

Life Witness

Jesus continuously kept contact with the
Father. It was Jesuswho reveded the Father
tous. Let usglorify and worship Jesuswho
reveaed the Father to us.

Memorise

“Noonehasever seen God. Itis
Godtheonly Son, whoisclosetothe
Father’sheart, who has
madehimknown”.
(John1:18)

Describethe eventswhen Jesusrel ated himself with the Father through prayer.
Provethat Jesus and the Father are one.



Lesson 9

JESUS, OBSERVING THE PASCH

Pasch was one of the
important festivals
observed by the people
of Israel every year.
After the building of the
templein Jerusalem, the
fedtivalsof thelsradlites
were celebrated centred
onthetemple. Therefore
all the Jews used to
come to Jerusalem for
the observance of the
Pasch. Jesus set out to
Jerusalem as usua for
the observance of the
Pasch towards the end
of hispubliclife.

TheRoyal Entrance
of Jesus

Jesus arrived at Bethany, near the mountain of Olives, on his way to
Jerusalem. Jesus sent two disciplesto the nearby village. Jesus sent themto
bring acolt, which they would find asthey entered into thevillage. That colt
has never been ridden. The disciples did as Jesus had instructed them.
They spread their cloaks on the colt. Jesus sat on it. Many people spread
their cloaks on the road. Some others spread |eafy branches, which they cut
fromtrees. Still otherstook branchesof palm treesand received him. People,
who walked in front and behind shouted joyfully: “Blessed is the king
who comesin the name of the Lord! Peacein heaven, and glory in the
highest heaven”. Jesus, the King of Peace royally entered into Jerusalem
(Luke 19:28-40).
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Itiswithaspecia intention that Jesus chosean assto carry him. According
to the custom of that age, the king riding on an ass was to establish peace.
Thevery meaning of theword ‘ Jerusalem’ is‘the city of peace’. Hence, the
royal entrance of Jesus into Jerusalem isvery meaningful. The meaning of
the Hebrew word ‘Hosanna’ is ‘save us'.

TheCleansing of theTemple

Jesus, who reached Jerusalem, entered the temple. He drove out all who
were selling and buying there. Jesus overturned the tables of the
moneychangers and the seats of those who sold doves. Then, he told the
people, who gathered there: “It iswritten, ‘My house shall be called a
house of prayer’; but you are making it a den of robbers’ (Matthew
21:13). We can see Jesus here, as one who raised his voice against the
injusticesthat reigned therein thetemple of Jerusalem.

Observance of Pasch

The Jewish Pasch isthe commemoration of God miraculously saving the
people of Israel fromthe davery of Egypt. The meaning of theword ‘ Pasch’
IS ‘to pass by’. In order to commemorate the deliverance from Egypt,
|srael used to observe Pasch every year. Thiswas also called the ‘ Feast of
the Unleavened Bread' . Jesus arrived in Jerusalem in order to observe the
Pasch.

Jesus entrusted Peter and John to make necessary arrangements for the
Paschal meal. According to hisinstructionsthe disciplesarranged the Pasch
in the cenacle of Zion. When it was evening Jesus sat for the meal along
with hisdisciples.

JesusWashesthe Feet

During supper, Jesus got up and removed his outer robe and tied atowel
around hiswaist. Then, he took water in abasin and washed the feet of the
disciples and kissed and wiped them with the towel that was tied around
him. Jesus did this in advance of his leaving this world and going to the
Father. Through washing the feet of the disciples, Jesus gave the example
of love and service. Having washed the feet of the disciples Jesus spoke to
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them thus: “So if |, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet,
you also ought to wash one another’s feet. For | have set you an
example, that you also should do as | have done to you” (John 13:14-
15). Thus, Jesus taught to live humble before all.

Eating the Passover Meal

Later on, while al were eating Jesus took bread and blessed, broke it,
and gave to his disciples and said: “ Take, eat; thisismy body”. Then he
took the cup, gave thanks and gave to hisdisciplesand said: “Drink from
it, all of you; for thisismy blood of the new covenant, which ispoured
out for many for theforgivenessof sins’ (Matthew 26:26-30). After that,
Jesus commanded the disciples: “ Do thisin remembrance of me”.

Jesus broke the bread and poured and gave the wine as a sign of his
sacrifice on Calvary. On this occasion, Jesusinstituted the Holy Eucharist,
the Sacrament, so that men might share his body and blood at all times. We
share in each Holy Qurbono the body and blood of the Lord. Jesus broke
the bread as a symbol of his body that would be broken on Calvary. He
gave the wine as his blood as a symbol that his blood would be shed on
Calvary. Jesus gave through the Pasch in advance the sign of his sacrifice,
which he wasto offer on Calvary.

TheNew Commandment

Jesustold hisdisciplesat the end of the observance of the Pasch: “I give
you a hew commandment that you love one another. Just as | have
loved you, you also should love one another. By this everyone will
know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another”
(John13:34-35). It is this commandment of love that is the foundation of
Chrigtianity.

Israel got freedom from slavery through the observance of Pasch in the
Old Testament. But the whole mankind was saved through the observance
of the Pasch of Jesus in the New Testament. The Pasch of Jesus was the
sign of the sacrifice of Calvary. Thus, Jesus established the Christian Pasch
in the background of the Jewish Pasch.
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Wor ship

The Sunday preceding Easter isobserved
asPam Sunday. We commemoratetheroyal
entrance of Jesus into Jerusalem on Palm
Sunday. We conduct the service of the
blessing of padmsonthat day. The Holy Week
beginswith Palm Sunday.

The Passover is observed on Thursday
following PAm Sunday. The Church specidly
remembers on Maundy Thursday the
observance of the Pasch of Jesus with his
disciples. ThePaschisthepreparationfor the
passion of theLord.

We use specid prayersand hymnsinthe
liturgy proper for each day inthe Holy Week.
Theworship and servicesof the Holy Week
help thefaithful to remember the events of
Jesusfrom Palm Sunday up to the sacrifice
of Cavary andtoliveinther spirit.

During the Holy Qurbono of Maundy
Thursday, we s ng remembering the Pasch of
Jesus

(Ooridemmahamadikayil...)

“Inthemansionof Zion

Ontheday of Pasch

Questions

Jesus, with hisapostles
Atethemeal of Pasch;
Hetook body and wasbornaman
And hetook theform likethat of us
Human races, with great joy
SingHadlduiah,
TheLord of the Pasch, which savesus
Indeed! isglorious
HdlduiahoHalduiah”.

Life Witness

Jesus gave us on the Feast of the Pasch
hisbody and blood asfood and drink. Let us
receive the holy body and blood of Jesus
devoutly.

Memorise

“Asoften asyou eat thisbread and
drink thecup, you proclaimtheLord’'s
degth until hecomes’.

(1 Corinthians 11:26)

1. What wastheintention of Jesusto choosethe colt ashisvehicle?
2. Howdid Jesusreact againgt theinjustice prevailing inthetemple?

3. Describe how Jesus observed the Pasch.

44



Lesson 10

THE PASSION AND
DEATH OF JESUS

After the observance
of the Pasch, Jesuswent
to Gethsemane together
with hisdisciples. Jesus
knew in advance his
passion and crucifixion.
TheHigh Priestsand the
leaders of the people
had conspired to kill
Jesus. The High Priests
had bribed Judas, one
of the apostles, with
thirty piecesof silver, in
order to catch Jesus
decaitfully.

Jesusin Gethsemane

Jesus, who entered
Gethsemane with his
disciples, went a short
distancefurther, prostrated and beganto pray: “My Father, if it ispossible,
let this cup pass from me” (Matthew 26:39). Even at these moments of
severe suffering, Jesus dedicated himself to the will of the Father.

After the prayer, Jesus was speaking to his disciples. Then, Judas, the
betrayer, came there with the people carrying weapons. Judas had given
the sign of identification to the people: “The one | will kissis the man;
arrest him”. Judas approached Jesus and through kissing, betrayed him
saying, “Greetings Rabbi”. Then the people came forward, laid hands on
Jesus and arrested him. Then, they led him to Caiaphas, the High Priest
(Matthew 26:47-56).
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Trial and Judgement

The scribes and the elders had assembled in the house of Caiaphas. The
chief priestsand thewhole council werelooking for fal setestimoniesagainst
him. Thewhole council of judges attributed blasphemy on Jesus and decided
that he deserved death. Then, they spat on his face and struck him. Thus,
the priests found meansto kill Jesus, who was athreat to them. The reason
was that they had feared Jesus (M atthew 26:57-68).

Peter had also entered the courtyard of the house of the chief priest. He
went there to know what would happen to Jesus. Peter denied Jesus to
those who asked, “ Are you not the disciple of Jesus?’ and he said to them:
“1 do not know him”. Peter denied Jesus three times. The disciples, whom
Jesus loved most, rejected him in the last moments of his suffering. This
grieved Jesus the more.

Although the council of judges decided that Jesus was deserving death,
the Jewish law did not permit them to kill anyone. Therefore, they brought
Jesus to Pilate, the Roman Governor. Pilate tried Jesus. But he could not
find any fault in Jesus. Hence he decided to set him free. But the crowd
shouted loudly and persistently to crucify Jesus. At last Pilate decided to
sanction the demand of the people. Thus, theinnocent Jesuswas condemned
toinfamous crucifixion. Pilate handed over Jesusto the Jewsto be crucified.

TheDeath ontheCross

The punishment of killing through crucifixion started among the Persians
and spread among the Romans. In general, the slaves, the thieves, the
murderers, and traitors were judged for death by crucifixion. Those who
were judged for death by crucifixion were subjected to cruel flogging. The
guilty persons, after cruel torments, who were almost dead, were led to the
place of execution, carrying their cross on their shoulders. This was
considered to be the most despicable manner of punishment.

The soldiers had cruelly beaten Jesus, who was condemned to capital
punishment. Jesuswho wasweak through thrashing wasled to the mountain
of Golgothafor crucifixion.
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The weight of the cross was unbearable to Jesus, who was weak with
flagellation. After reaching Golgotha, the soldiers gave Jesus wine mixed
with myrrh. But, he did not drink it. Then they removed the clothes of
Jesus. After that, they crucified him. After crucifying Jesus, the soldiers
divided his garments among them. They took his tunic casting lot. Two
criminalsalso were crucified along with Jesus, one on hisright and the other
on hisleft.

Hanging on the cross, Jesus prayed for those who had crucified him
thus. “ Father, forgivethem; for they do not know what they aredoing”.
Jesus was ready to forgive even those who crucified him. Pilate wrote an
Inscription in three languages and fixed on top of the cross of Jesus: “ Jesus
of Nazareth, King of the Jews’ (Luke 23:32-43).

Jesus was crucified on a Friday. From noon till three in the afternoon
(from the sixth to the ninth hour) darkness spread all over the earth. The sun
was darkened. The curtain of the temple wastorn into two. The rocks were
split. Jesus who understood that everything was completed, cried in aloud
voice and said, “Father, into your hands| commend my spirit”. Having
said this, he breathed hislast (Luke 23:46).

Jesusoffered hislife as sacrificefor the salvation of mankind. Jesus, who
was sinless, died on the cross for us, sinners. Jesus was the Lamb of God,
who carries the sins of the whole world. He carried the sins of the whole
world and sacrificed himself for the salvation of mankind.

JesusisBuried

Joseph of Arimathea, the secret disciple of Jesus and Nicodemus, the
leader of the Jews, got permission from Pilate to remove the body of
Jesusfrom the cross. They came near Jesus bringing amixture of aromatic
spices of myrrh and aloes, weighing about a hundred pounds. They
brought down the body of Jesus from the cross. According to the burial
custom of the Jews, they wrapped the body with the spices in linen
cloths. There was a new tomb in a garden near the place, where Jesus
was crucified, in which no one had ever been laid. There, they buried
Jesus (John 19:38-42).
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Wor ship

“Good Friday is the day on which the
Church specidly remembersthe passion and
death of Jesuson thecross. Inthe servicesof
that day we remember the passion of Jesus
and hisjourney carrying the cross, hisdeath
onthecrossand hisburia. On Good Friday
wesay prayersfrom morning up to theninth
hour; then, we conduct the services of the
procession carrying the cross, theworship of
the cross, and the burial. We remember the
crucifixion of Jesusintheprayer of the Third
Hour on Good Friday:
(Ygamananvarumannerth...)

“At Three O' clock on Friday, the Only Son
of God

The Saviour |eft Zion and started hissaving
journey;

On hisshoulders, hecarried the cross
Andwasledto Cavary for crucifixion
Savationfor thewholeworld, hewon by his
desth

L et ussing praisesto the holy Son of God,;
HalleluiahoHaldluiah—PraisetheLord’.

Questions

1. Whatdid Jesuspray in Gethsemane?

2. Describethedeath of Jesusonthe Cross.
3. HowwasJesushuried?
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Life Witness

Through the passion and death of Jesus,
mankind was saved forever. Let usdevoutly
take part in the Holy Week, which
commemorates the passion and death of
Jesus.

Memorise
“Father, if youarewilling, removethis
cup fromme; yet, not my will but
yoursbedone’.
(Luke22:42)
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Lesson 11

THE RESURRECTION OF JESUS

The greatest feast of
Christiansisthefeast of
the Resurrection of
Jesus or Easter. The
foundation of the
Christian faith is the
resurrection of Jesus.
Jesus rose from the
dead on thethird day as
he had said during his
publiclife.

The Apparition of
Jesus

It was the custom of
the Jews to embalm the
dead body with spices.
Since Saturday was the
Sabbath, Mary Mag-
dalene and the other
women went to the tomb of Jesus on Sunday early morning to embalm his
body. But, they saw the stone that covered the entrance of the tomb rolled
out and the tomb, empty. Mary informed this to the apostles. Then Peter
and John reached the tomb of Jesus and they entered into it and were
convinced that the body of Jesus was not there.

Mary Magdalene stood outside the tomb weeping. When she |ooked
back, she saw a man standing. She presumed him to be the gardener. That
person asked her: “Woman, why are you weeping? Whom are you
looking for?” Shereplied: “Sir, if you have carried him away, tell me
whereyou have laid him, and | will take him away” . But that man was
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Jesus. Jesus called her “Mary”. She turned and called him in Hebrew:
“Rabbouni”, which means ‘ Teacher’. Jesusthen told her: “ Do not hold on
to me, because | have not yet ascended to my Father...” Mary returned
and informed the disciples that Jesus had risen from among the dead (John
20:1-18).

JesusAppearstotheDisciples

After he had appeared to Mary Magdalene, Jesus appeared to the two
disciples, who were going to Emmaus. Later on when the disciples were
together, he appeared in their midst. But, on this occasion Thomas was not
with them. When Thomas came, the other disciples said to him: “We have
seen the Lord”. Thomas replied thus: “Unless | see the mark of the
nailsin his hands, and put my finger in the mark of the nailsand my
hand in hisside, | will not believe’. After eight days, his disciples were
again in the house, and Thomas was with them. The doors were closed.
Jesus came and stood among them and said to them: “ Peace be with
you” . Then he said to Thomas: “ Put your finger hereand see my hands.
Reach out your hand and put it in my side. Do not doubt, but believe’.
Thomas confessed his faith in Jesus and said, “My Lord and my God”.
Jesus said to him: “Have you believed because you have seen me?
Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have come to believe’
(John 20:19-29).

Jesus appeared to the apostles on severa other occasions. Jesus appeared
to them when the apostles went for fishing under the leadership of Peter.
Jesus strengthened the apostles, who were perplexed by his passion and
death on the cross. Jesus prepared the disciples to proclaim the message of
the kingdom of God throughout the world.

TheAscenson

TheAscension isthe event of the risen Jesus returning to his Father. The
ascension took place on the Mount of Olives, near Bethany, on the 40" day
after hisresurrection. Jesus raised his hands and blessed the disciples, who
stood around him. “While he was blessing them, he withdrew from
them and was carried up into heaven” (Luke 24:51). Thus Jesus set out
to his Father.
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The ascension of Jesus was the completion of the scheme of salvation of
God, the Father. There was prime importance to the resurrection of Jesusin
the declarations of faith of the early Church. Through hisresurrection, Jesus
won victory over sin and death. Paul the apostle teaches that the onewhois
with the Risen Christ is a new creation (2 Corinthians 5:17-21). It is the
resurrection of Jesus that is the foundation of the resurrection and eternal

lifeof man.

Wor ship

Through the observance of Sunday, we
makethe commemoration of theresurrection
of Jesus. Thefeast of theresurrectioniscalled
in Syriac Qyomtho. The following are the
special services of Easter Sunday: the
proclamation of the good news of the
resurrection, the procession and the service
of peace. The faithful share in the joy of
resurrectionthrough these services.

All the prayers of Qyomtho recall the
resurrection of Jesus. We sing thus,
remembering theresurrection of Jesus, inthe
service of peace on the Feast of the
Resurrection:

(Slomo, domo...)

“Greetingsof peaceto all those, who are
near and far,

The Messiah rose up from the tomb,
gathered all dispersed;

Simon, madefirm, Thomashasbelieved

Questions
1.

2. Describethe Ascenson of Jesus.

Cry of wailing, from themwasremoved.

Caiaphaswas shamed and Jews|owered
their heads,

Mary and children of Church sing
thanksgiving-songs.

HalduiahoHdlduiah’.

Life Witness

Theresurrection of Jesusisthefoundation
of Christian belief. Let us confess the
resurrection of Jesus and share in his
resurrection.

Memorise
“If Christ hasnot been raised, then
our proclamation hasbeeninvain
andyour faithhasbeeninvain”.
(1 Corinthians15:14)

Describethe event of Jesus appearingto Mary Magda ene.

3. Explaintheimportance of the Resurrection of Jesus.
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Lesson 12

JESUS, PERFECT GOD AND

PERFECT MAN

Mary, the virgin
of Nazareth con-
ceived by the Holy
Spiritand gavebirth
to a child. He was
given the name Je-
sus. Jesus, who
was born in Beth-
lehem and grew up
in Nazareth, did his
public service in
Palestine and its
suburbs. Hetaught
the people and
worked many mira-
cles. Hewas called
the Nazarene. Jesus — - '
died on the cross at the end of his public service. On the third day he
resurrected. Jesus of Nazareth was the M essiah, whom the Jews expected.
The promise of God, the Father that a Saviour would be sent for the salvation
of mankind, wasfulfilled with the birth of Jesus. Jesus, who wasborninthe
fullness of time, was the Second Person of the Holy Trinity. The Holy
Scripture bears witness: “ The Word became flesh and lived among us’
(John 1:14). Thus the perfect God was born from the woman as perfect
man with the name Jesus. The fact that Jesus is perfect God and perfect
man isthe fundamental truth of the Christian faith.

Jesus, Perfect Man

Divinity and humanity are united in Jesus as one. He became man like us
and was born in theworld as our brother. At the sametime heis God. Since
he was born man, he was subjected to the limitations and sufferings of man.
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It was to the poor and humble shepherds, who were given the blessing to
see Jesus, the Son of God, as man for the first time. The mother of Jesus
was Mary, who in the eyes of the world had no pomp or majesty. Joseph,
hisfoster father was a poor carpenter. The Jews expected their Saviour asa
king. His coming in humility was unbelievable to those, who expected the
Saviour with earthly fortunes. They questioned hisdivinity asking thefollowing
guestions: “Is not this the carpenter’s son? Is not his mother called Mary?
And are not his brothers James and Joseph and Simon and Judas? And are
not all hissisters with us? Where then did this man get all this?’ (Matthew
13:55-56).

He was like man in everything except sin. He worked with his human
hands like us. With the human intellect he thought. And he loved with his
human heart. Jesus was man and not merely seen as man. Jesus also
experienced the weaknesses, drawbacks and al so the sufferings of the human
body. ‘ But when the fullness of time had come, God sent his son, born of a
woman, born under thelaw’ (Galatians 4:4). Mary, the mother of Jesustook
care of him like any other child. “Jesus increased in wisdom and in
years, and in divine and human favour” (Luke 2:52).

Jesus had experienced the human tiredness, thirst and hunger. Once Jesus
sat by theside of awell, tired of journey (John 4:6). He asked the Samaritan
woman “ Givemeadrink” . Here, we see the human nature of God. Jesus
drove out indignantly those who were buying and selling from the templ e of
Jerusalem. When Jesus saw Mary and who were with her, weep near the
tomb of Lazarus, he was greatly disturbed in spirit and wept (John 11:33).
Jesuswept looking at the city of Jerusalem (Luke 19:41). In all these places
the human feelings of Jesus were expressed.

The humanity of Christ is more evident during his passion. Jesus told
with grief at Gethsemane to his disciples Peter, James and John: “I am
deeply grieved, even to death” (Mark 14:34). Jesus experienced in his
own body the horrible pain he suffered, when he was flogged, crowned
with thorns, buffeted, and fixed to the cross.

The human nature attainsperfectionin Christ. Heisal so the perfect model
of human personality. Jesus said: ‘Learn from me; for | am gentle and
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humble in heart’ (Matthew 11:29). It is through his incarnation that Jesus
merited salvation for us.

Jesus, Perfect God

Jesus, who was born as man in Bethlehem, was the Son of God. There
was the perfection of divinity in him. The eventsfrom the birth of Jesustill
his resurrection express the divinity of Jesus.

The angel told the virgin about the birth of Jesus. “ The Holy Spirit will
come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow
you; therefore the child to be born will be holy; he will be called Son
of God” (Luke 1:35). The angel made it clear that Jesus, who would be
born from the Virgin Mary is the Son of God and that he is incarnated
through the power of the Holy Spirit.

The old Simeon confessed the truth that Jesus was the Saviour, when on
the 40" day after his birth, Jesus was presented in the temple of Jerusalem:
“For my eyes have seen your salvation, which you have prepared in
the presence of all peoples’ (Luke 2:30-31).

John the Baptist, who prepared the way for Jesus, confessed Jesus asthe
Messiah to come. The Holy Trinity revealed itself when John the Baptist
gave baptism to Jesus. God, the Father, confessed Jesus as his Son, saying:
“Thisismy Son, the Beloved” (Matthew 3:17).

Jesus, through the various miraclesheworked during hispubliclife, showed
his divinity. He showed his divinity by changing water into wine at Cana,
and by multiplying bread on the seashore of Galilee. Only God has the
power to absolve the sin of man. Jesus bore witness that he is God by
absolving the sins of the paralytic and of the sinful woman. Heraised to life
the son of the widow of Nain, the daughter of Jairus, and Lazarus. Thus,
Jesus showed that he was God, having authority also over death. Jesus
expressed hisdivinity by controlling the storm and the seaand bringing the
powers of the universe under his control. The transfiguration of Jesus on
the high mountain, his resurrection from death, and ascension on the 40"
day prove that he is God.

Peter, the head of the apostles, confessed the divinity of Jesus: “ You are
the Messiah, the Son of the living God” (Matthew 16:16). Thomas the
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apostle, confessed Jesus after hisresurrection as“My Lord and my God”
(John 20:27-28). Jesus appeared severa times after his resurrection to his
disciples, and proved that he was God.

Thusthe Holy Scripture bears witness that Jesus of Nazareth was not an
ordinary man, but was the M essiah, whom the Jewish people had expected.
The Son of God, in the fullness of time, became man and revealed himself
through Jesus. Thus, being perfect God and perfect man, Jesus saved

mankind.
Wor ship

The fact that Jesus is perfect God and
perfect man isthefundamental truth of the
faith of the Church. The MaankaraChurch
givesgreat importancetothedivinity and glory
of Jesus. When Jesus is introduced, his
humanity together with hisdivinity and his
suffering and passion connected with hisglory
aredealt withinthe Malankaraliturgy. We
seethroughout the prayersintheliturgy, names
for Jesus such as: Lord Jesus, God Jesus,
JesustheMessiah; al of which givegreater
stressto thedivinity and glory of Jesus. We
commemoratethisideainthe Evening Prayer
of the Feast of  Yaldo'.

(Sisuvai kanappettavane...)
“Hewhoisseenasachild, blessed areyou,
Owonderful Son,

In order to save Adam, you came and took
theform of man;.

Through gesturesyou guidetheworld
Andlikeababe, you crawled onyour knees.

Questions

You,-who- gaveword to man, likeachild,
you kept your mouth shut,

Your- meeknessisglorious, and you left the
glory of Cherubim.

Andyoulowered your gregtness- to theextent
that- Mary might wrap
Youinswaddlingcloths’.

Life Witnhess

Let usglorify andworship Jesusconfessing
hisdivinity and humanity.

Memorise

“Inthe beginning wasthe Word,
and theWord waswith God, and
theWord was God” .
(John1:1)

1. Describetwo occasions, whichrevea the humanity of Jesus.
2.  What isthereason why Jesusissaid to be perfect God?
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Lesson 13

JESUS AND THE HOLY SPIRIT

The word Rooha is
usedinthe Old Testament
to denote the Holy Spirit.
Themeaning of thisword
Isbreath, wind, and spirit.
In  Malayalam, the
following words are used:
Parisudha Rooha,
Parisudhatmavu, and
Parisudharoopi.

‘Spirit of God’, is
meant in the Old
Testament, ‘the Ever
Active Energy of God'.
The Spirit of God isto be
understood as the sign of
the presence of God
(Isaiah 32:14-17).

God, the Father sent his Son to the world to save mankind. Jesus merited
salvation for mankind through his salvific deeds from his birth to his
ascension. Jesus continues his salvific works through God the Holy Spirit.
The Holy Spirit descended upon the apostles on the 50 day after Easter.
Thus, the salvificworks of the Holy Spirit authentically started. The Church
was inaugurated with the coming of the Holy Spirit. From henceforth, it is
the Holy Spirit, who leads the Church until the end of the world.

Jesusand theHoly Spirit

The Holy Spirit shared with Jesus from his birth all through his public
life. Atthetime of the annunciation, the angel said to Mother Mary: “The
Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will
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over shadow you; therefore the child to be born will be holy; he will
be called the Son of God” (Luke 1:35). Jesus, at the age of thirty, before
he started his public life, had received baptism in river Jordan. Then the
Holy Spirit descended upon Jesus and dwelt in him (Matthew 3:16-17).
Jesusiscalledthe‘Messiah’ or ‘ Christ’, because the Holy Spirit anointed
him. The meaning of the word ‘Messiah’ is the ‘anointed one’. Jesus,
filled with the Holy Spirit, encountered the temptations in the wilderness
victorioudly (Matthew 4:1-11).

JesusPromisestheHoly Spirit

Jesus taught hisdisciplesabout the Holy Spirit just as he taught about the
Father. Jesus promised the Holy Spirit to his disciples: “If you love me,
you will keep my commandments. And | will ask the Father, and he
will give you another Advocate, to be with you forever” (John 14:15-
16). Jesus continued: “But the Advocate, the Holy Spirit, whom the
Father will send in my name, will teach you everything, and remind
you of all that | have said to you” (John 14:26). When the Spirit of truth
comes, hewill lead you in the path of truth.

Jesus taught his disciples that he would go to his Father after having
completed his mission and the Holy Spirit would be the one, who would
continue hismission,

After his resurrection he appeared to the disciples and confirmed again
the sending of the Holy Spirit: “1 am sending upon you what my Father
promised; so stay here in the city until you have been clothed with
power from on high” (Luke 24:49). In order to receivethe Holy Spirit they
engaged themselvesin prayer and stayed in Jerusalem.

Just as Jesus revealed his Father to the disciples, he also revealed the
Holy Spirit to them. Jesustaught that hismission wasto fulfil thewill of the
Father and that the Son has been sent to reveal the Father. So also he
Instructed the disciplesthat the Holy Spirit is God's Spirit and that the Holy
Spirit would come to continue the will of the Father.

God is a communion of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. It is
Jesus who revealed to us that God is only One and that there are three
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Persons in God: the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit. Jesus revealed
himself and the Father and the Holy Spirit.

TheComing of theHoly Spirit

The Holy Spirit, whom Jesus promised, descended upon the apostles on
the day of Pentecost. The apostlesand the holy Mother of God were praying
in the mansion of Zion on the 50 day after the Jewish Pasch. The Holy
Spirit came down and filled them in the form of fiery tongues. The apostles
spoke in different languages with the spirit of tongues given by the Holy
Spirit. Those who came from different countries heard the preaching of the
apostlesin their own languages. Peter said: ‘ Jesus of Nazareth, whom you
crucified, israised. The risen Lord has sent the Holy Spirit to us. It isthe
works of thisHoly Spirit that you are seeing and hearing’. On that very day,
three thousand people received baptism in the name of Jesus and they
received the Holy Spirit. Thus, the Church was established with the coming
of theHoly Spirit (Actsof the Apostles2:1-30). TheHoly Spirit still continues
the mission of Christ in the Church.

TheWorksof theHoly Spirit

The foundation of the spiritual life of man is the Spirit. The intellect,
willpower and the conscience are under the control of the Spirit. Bible has
used the following symbols to signify the Holy Spirit: water, fire, dove,
cloud, light and anointing.

The presence of the Holy Spirit is not static. He is always dynamic. The
Holy Spirit dwellsin a person and sanctifies and renovates him. One could
grow in sanctity according as one subjects oneself to the inspirations of the
Holy Spirit and obeys him. The Holy Spirit will control the course of our
lifewhen wefully dedicate ourselvesto him. Wewill be ableto live worthy
of the life of the children of God. St. Paul says. “ For all who areled by
the Spirit of God are children of God” (Romans 8:14). Then the gifts
and thefruits of the Holy Spirit will bewell expressed in our lives.

Thefruitsof the Spirit are: love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, generosity,
faithfulness, gentleness and self-control. The Church teaches that the gifts
of theHoly Spirit are seven: “ wisdom, intelligence, knowledge, thinking,
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strength of spirit, devotion and fear of God”. The sum total of all these,
islove. All othersarethe expressionsof love. “ God’slovehasbeen poured
into our heartsthrough the Holy Spirit” (Romans 5:5). When our love
flowsinto otherswereally become filled with the Spirit of God.

Wor ship

The Church specially commemoratesthe
Holy Spirit’s descent upon the apostleson
thefeast of Pentecost. Thiscommemoration
iscelebrated through three servicesheld in
the name of the Father, of the Son and of the
Holy Spirit. The chief serviceof Pentecostis
theblessing of water and thesprinkling of the
sameover the people. The Church singsthus
about thedwelling of theHoly Spirit:
(Roohkkudishaavaroham ...)

“Onthisholy day of thefeast
TheHoly Spirit descended;

And hedid dwell among themen
To makethem children of heaven;

Questions

1. Howdid JesuspromisetheHoly Spirit?

Hegavethespirit of thetongue
Sothat Trinity isproclaimed
To one'sown peopleand others,
Blessed ishe, who kept word
By sending thecomforter”.

Life Witness

Let usbedociletotheHoly Spirit, who
dwellswith usdaily, and sanctifiesusand
transformsus.

Memorise

“But the Advocate, theHoly
Spirit, whom the Father will send
inmy name, will teachyou
everything, andremind you of all
that | havesaidtoyou”.

(John 14:26)

Which arethe symbolsused to signify theHoly Spirit?

2.
3. Whicharethefruitsof theHoly Spirit?
4

Explain therelationship between Jesusand theHoly Spirit.
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Lesson 14

THE FEASTS

Feasts and celebrations are as old as the history of man. All celebrations
had religious nature in the ancient cultures. According to the Old Testament,
the salutary works of God became the centre of the Jewish religion. The
Malankara Church has seven feasts basing on theimportant eventsfrom the
birth of Jesus to the coming of the Holy Spirit: Christmas, Denha,
Entrance of Jesusto the Temple, Resurrection, Ascension, Pentecost,
and Transfiguration. These sevenfeastsare called the‘ feastsof the Lord'.

Besides the feasts of the Lord, the Feasts of the Holy Mother of God,
that of the Apostles,
Martyrsand Saintsare
celebrated in the
Church.

1.Chrisgmas

Christmas is the
feast commemorating
the birth of the Son of
God. Jesus was born
in Bethlehem, when
Herod was king in
Judea and Augustus
Caesar wastheRoman |
Emperor. Christmasis
celebrated all over the
world on 25t
December. This feast
Is known through the
Syriac word ‘Yaldo’
(the birth of the Lord)
in the Malankara
Church. The Serviceof Kindling the Light
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Christmas is the feast of joy, peace and hope. Man lost supernatural
gracethrough the sin of thefirst parents. Through that, there arose grief and
lack of peace to man. God the Father sent his only Son to the world to save
man. Thus, the Son of God was born as man from the Virgin Mary. Hewas
known after the name Jesus. The relationship between God and man was
re-established with the birth of Jesus. Men got joy, hope and peace. The
angels sang joyoudly thus. “Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on
earth peace among those whom hefavours’ (Luke 2:14). Theincarnationis
the visible sign of the beginning of the scheme God started for the salvation
of man.

The chief services of Christmas are the Prayers of the Christmas Night,
the Procession, the Scripture Reading, the Service of Kindling the Light and
the Holy Qurbono. Through these services, the event of theincarnation that
took placein history is commemorated. The burning fire of the Service of
Kindling the Light isthe symbol of Jesus. Just as the shepherdsworshipped
Jesus and the wise men offered gold, frankincense and myrrh, the faithful
worship the kingship, divinity and humanity of Jesus through putting
frankincense in the burning fire. Through these means, thefaithful are able
even today to enjoy thefeast of the birth of Jesuswith those who enjoyed at
the birth of Jesus and to specially receive the grace of God.

2. Denha

The Church
celebratesthefeast of
Denha on the 6" of
January. Themeaning
of the Syriac word
‘Denho’ is ‘the
dawn’. This feast is |
called in Greek
‘Epiphany’. This |
word means ‘the § , !
revelation of God'. Processi

et

on of Denha
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In the Malankara Church, Denha signifies the baptism of Jesusin river
Jordan. When Jesus received baptism from John the Baptist, the Holy
Trinity reveded itsdlf: the Father through hisvoice, the Son with his presence
and the Holy Spirit in the form of the dove. Jesus, through his baptism,
sanctified the race of man forever. The baptism of Jesus signifies the
experience of salvation through water. In the Old Testament, the peopl e of
Israel crossed the Red Sea, was saved through water and entered into the
Promised Land. So also the chosen people of the New Testament comes to
the experience of salvation through baptism. The baptism of the Lord isthe
symbol of his death and resurrection. Jesus said, “I have to receive a
baptism and until | receiveit, | amtroubled”. Thissignifieshisdeath.

The special service of Denha is the service of the blessing of water. By
receiving the blessed baptismal water, thefaithful cometo the experience of
baptism. The Malankara Church celebrates this feast on the 6™ of January.

3. TheEntranceof theL ord intotheTemple (Mayaltho)

The basis of this feast is the presentation of Jesus in the temple by his
parents on the 40" day after birth (Luke 2:22-39). In Syriac language, this
feast is called ‘Mayaltho'. This has the meanings such as. Entrance and
Presentation.

According to the Jewish law, it iscustomary that every malechildisto be
presented in thetemple on the 40" day after hisbirth and thefemalechild on
the 80" day. Thus, the parents of Jesus presented him in the temple on the
40" day. Similarly, thisis also considered as the purification of the mother.
Thisfeast is celebrated in the Malankara Church on the 2 of February.

There are various meanings for the presentation of Jesus in the temple.
By obeying the Mosaic Law, Jesus total dedication and obedience to the
Father isexpressed. By hisoffering sacrificefor purification, Jesusfulfilled
the purification of thewhole mankind. Hereveaed in advancethat heisthe
offering and the one who offersthe sacrifice. Besides, the fact that Jesusis
the Saviour of mankind also is made manifest.
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4. TheFeast of theResurrection (Easter)

The faithful of the early Church began to celebrate the feast of the
resurrection of Jesus on the Sunday on which the Lord rose from the dead.
Thus, Sunday was known as ‘the day of the Lord’, and ‘the day of the
Resurrection of the Lord’. After that the Christians began to celebrate the
resurrection once ayear only. Thisfeast isknown in English as‘Easter’. It
iIsknown in Syriac language as ‘ Qyomtho'.

The feast of the .-
resurrection is the
centre of the
liturgicd year of the
Eastern Churches.
The foundation of
the Christian faith
IS the resurrection
of Jesus. St. Paul,
the apostle says:
“If Christ has not ( |
been raised; then Proclamation of Resurrection
our proclamation
hasbeeninvainand your faith hasbeeninvan” (1 Corinthians 15:14). The
scheme of salvation, which began in the incarnation, is completed in the
resurrection. Hence, the Church considers the resurrection as ‘ the Feast of
Feasts . We see the resurrection as the victory over sin, evil and death.
Easter is the feast of peace, unity and reconciliation. The feast of the
resurrection gives us the thought that the basis of the resurrection of each
Christian isthe resurrection of Jesus.

The special services of Easter are: the Night Prayers of Easter, the
Annunciation of Easter, the Exchange of Peace, the Procession, the Scripture
Reading, the Celebration of the Sleebo, and the Kissing of the Sleebo.
Raising the Sleebo, which was solemnly buried on Good Friday and covering
it with ared cloth, the sign of victory, we proclaim the Resurrection. The
chief theme of the service of the feast of resurrection is peace. It isthrough
the resurrection that men got perfect peace and joy, lost to mankind through

e ..
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the sin of thefirst parents. That isthe reason why Christ greeted peacefirst,
whenever he appeared to his disciples.

5. TheAscension

We commemorate in the feast of the ascension, the event that Jesus
gloriously went up to the Father, on the 40" day after his resurrection.
There arethree realms of meaning for thisevent: Jesus bids good-byeto his
disciples, Jesus passes beyond hlstory, and Jesusis seated at the rlght hand
of the Father m— : A
forever.

The Son of
God came down
on earth from
heaveninorder to
save man, who
wasinmisery due
to the sin of the
first parents. The o e i
ascension is the Procession of the Feast of Ascension
event that Jesus,
the Son of God, after fulfilling the works of salvation enters back into the
glory of the Father. The scheme of salvation, which began in the birth of
Jesus, was completed in the ascension. Jesus opened through hisascension
the door, which Adam had closed by his sin. Thus, he made the path to
heaven easy. Thethemes of thefeast of ascension are: the gloriousentrance
of Jesus into heaven and his glorious second coming. The chief services
of ascension are the procession and the celebration of the Sleebo. The
Sleebo decorated with the red cloth, is placed in the sanctuary for 40 days
from Easter to the Ascension. This signifies the special presence of Jesus
on earth from Easter to the Ascension.

6. The Pentecost

The Greek word ‘ Pentecost’ means ‘the 50" day’. The Jews celebrated
the feast of Pentecost on the 50" day after Pasch. The Jews considered this
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as the feast of the harvest and the commemoration of giving the
commandments to Moses on Mount Sinai. On the 50" day after the
resurrection of Jesus, on the day of the Pentecost of the Jews, the Holy
Spirit came down on the apostlesin the form of fiery tongues and they were
filled with the Holy Spirit. Thisisthe Christian Pentecost.

Dueto the sin of the first parents man lost the grace of God or the Holy
Spirit. Thus, God gave back in Pentecost, the Holy Spl rit, whom man lost
= in paradise.
Therefore, the
Holy Spirit, whom
man received on
Pentecost, is the
fruit of thesalvific
works of Jesus. It
Is with the Pente-
cost that the work
of the Holy Spirit,
the Third Person
" ' @ | Of theHoly Trinity,
Sprinkling of Water on Pentecost Day begins. Hence,
Pentecost is the
feast of the Holy Spirit. Jesus continues his work of salvation through the
Holy Spirit. The Church was formally inaugurated with the coming of the
Holy Spirit. Pentecost hasthree specia servicesafter the names of the Father,
the Son and the Holy Spirit respectively. The chief service of thisfeast isthe
sprinkling of water, the symbol of theindwelling of the Holy Spirit.

7. TheTrandiguration

The basis of this feast is the transfiguration of Jesus. According to the
description of the Gospels, Jesus took Peter, James and John to a high
mountain. There, Jesus revealed his glory. The Church began to celebrate
this feast from the 5" Century onwards. This feast is celebrated in the
Malankara Church on 6" August.

Thetransfiguration revealed the glory and divinity of Jesus. The Church
was able to confess the divinity of Jesus through this feast. The Church
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commemorates the future glory of each Christian through the feast of
transfiguration. Thisfeast helpsusto liveinthe hope of glory, accepting the
crosses of daily life.

The Church celebrates the feasts of the holy Mother of God besides the
feastsrelated to the salvific events of Jesus. The Church observesthe feast
of the Annunciation to the Mother of God on 25" March. The annunciation
isthe event of the conception of Jesusin thewomb of his mother. Thefeast
of the birth of Mary is on 8" September. The Church celebrates the feast of
the Assumption of the Mother on 15" August. Besides these, there are
other feasts such as. the feast of the Mother of Seeds, the Immaculate
Conception of Mary, the feast of the Mother of the Harvest, etc.

Besides these, the Church specially celebrates the feasts of the Apostles.
There are in the Church, many feasts of the Martyrs and the Saints.

The feasts of the Lord help us to live along with the salvific events of
Jesus. Through these feasts the sanctification of the whole year takes place.
Through the feasts of the Mother, the Apostles, the Martyrs, and the Saints,
thefaithful are enabled to identify themselveswith them.

Wor ship Life Witness

The Church joyously celebrates on the Thece ebrationsof thefeastsaremoments
feast of Christmastheholy Birth of Jesus: of theblessingsof Godl. Let ustry to observe

(Thadamuraka thorum...) thefeasts of the Lord with due preparation
“The Feast of the Christmasiscelebrated and thusto livein union with the events of
Through al generations, most solemnly. Jesus.

Behold! thisFeast day ismost blessed

Theonly begotten, isborn thisday. Memorise

Thefeast that hasleft usand went far off

: . “Let uscomeinto hispresencewith
Hascomeonceagaintovisitus’.

thanksgiving; let usmakeajoyful
noiseto himwith songsof praise!”

. (Psalm95:2)
Questions
1. Whatisthechief serviceof Christmas? Describethe meaning.
2.  Whicharethealusions, thefeast of Denha gives?
3.  What arethevarious meaningsof the Entrance of Jesusto the Temple?
4. Describethe specia servicesof thefeast of the Resurrection.
5.  Whicharethemainthemesof thefeast of Ascension?
6. Whatistheimportance of thefeast of Pentecost?
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Lesson 15

THE LITURGICAL YEAR

SEASON Of
RESURRECT,
4

SEASON OF
CHRISTMAS
2

The main events from birth of Jesus Christ to his ascension are
commemorated inthefeasts. The children of the Church remember all these
salvific eventsduring the course of ayear and make them themesfor prayer.
Thus, the special remembrance of the salvific events of Jesus during the
course of the year is called the liturgical year. Thisis said to be the Yearly
Cycle. The remembrance of the events of Jesus during the course of aday
iscalled the Daily Cycle and that of aweek is called the Weekly Cycle,

TheDalily Cycle

The day is divided into seven Hours with the intention: to pray always
and to bewith the Lord always. Since 7 isthe number of perfection, thereis
specia importance for 7 in the Oriental Churches. That is why the day is
divided into seven. The following are the seven hours. Evening, Soutoro,
Night, Morning, Third Hour, Sixth Hour and the Ninth Hour. Inthe Morning,
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the Church praises God for giving light. The Church remembers at the
Third Hour, Jesus receiving punishment from Pilate, at the Sixth, the death
on the cross of Jesus; and at the Ninth, the fury of nature at the crucifixion.
In the Evening, the Church remembers the rest from labour, and at Soutoro
and Night, going to sleep relying on the grace of God. The prayers of the
Seven Hoursare usually said in the Morning and in the Evening.

TheWeekly Cycle

The important day of the week is Sunday. That is the day of the
resurrection of the Lord. In the experience of the resurrection of Jesus,
from Sunday to Saturday, each day has its specia theme. Monday and
Tuesday are the days of repentance. On Wednesday, the Mother of God,
and on Thursday, the Apostles, Prophets and Martyrs are specially
remembered. Friday isthe day of the crucifixion of the Lord. And Saturday
Isthe day of the commemoration of al the departed, the second coming of
Jesus and the general resurrection. The special prayers for each day of the
week, is called the S himo. The meaning of the word S himo is ‘common
prayers'.

TheYearly Cycle

The Church remembers al the salvific events from the birth of Jesusto
his second coming in the liturgical year. The year is divided into seven
seasons:. (1) Annunciation, (Suboro), (2) Yaldo (Christmas) - Denho, (3)
Big Fast, (4) Resurrection (Qyomtho), (5) Pentecost, (6) Transfiguration
and (7) Sleebo. Since 7 isthe perfect number, theliturgical year isarranged
inrelationtoit. Inthe Maankaraliturgy, theday isdivided into 7 Hours, the
week into 7 days, the year into 7 seasons of about 7 weeks' duration. Thus,
theMaankaraliturgy isinseparably related to number 7. The special prayers
for the 7 seasons of the liturgical year and the prayers for Sundays and
Feast days are known as the * Penkiso worship’.

1. Season of Annunciation

Thisisthefirst season of theliturgical year. Theliturgical year beginsin
the Malankara Church with the Sunday, called, * Qudos Eetho’, which means
‘the Sanctification of the Church’. If any of the last two days of the month
of October is a Sunday, that would be the beginning of the liturgical year.
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Otherwise, it would be on thefirst Sunday of November. The second Sunday
Is known as ‘Hudos Eetho’ (The Renovation of the Church). The
Annunciation about the birth of Jesuswould be on thefollowing five weeks.
Hence, this season is called the season of Annunciation. Thisisthe season
for the special preparation of thefaithful for the birth of Jesus. * The Twenty-
five days Fast’ isin this season.

2. Season of Yaldo (Christmas) — Denho

This is the period of seven weeks beginning from the Sunday before
Christmasto the Sunday marking the beginning of the Big Fast. Thisseason
includes the birth and baptism of Jesus. The theme of this season is the
revelation of Jesus. Thisisthe season when Jesus reveals himself publicly.
The Church remembers during this season Jesus from his birth to the
beginning of hispubliclife.

3. Season of Big Fast

This is the season of penance in preparation for the feast of the
Resurrection of the Lord. This is the most blessed time of the liturgical
year. The Church commemorates during this season: the Forty days
Abstinence of our Lord, His Public Life, Passion and Death. The Big Fast
extends to 50 days, from the first Sunday of the Fast to the Easter. There
are seven Sundays in this season before Easter. The miracles of Jesus,
which reveal hisdivinity, areremembered during thefirst six Sundaysof the
Fast. On the 4" Wednesday after the commencement of Lent, the Mid Lent
Is observed. On that day the Gogultha is erected in the middle of the
church. The Church commemorates the 40" day of Lent as 40" Friday and
the following day asthe Saturday of the raising of Lazarus. The 7" Sunday
of the Lent is known as Pam Sunday. The days from Palm Sunday to
Easter are known by any of the following names. the Passion Week, the
Hasa Week, or the Big Week. The Thursday of the Passion Week is known
as. the Thursday of the Pasch or the Thursday of the Mysteries or Maundy
Thursday. On this day the commemoration of the Lord’s institution of the
Holy Eucharist, is observed. On Good Friday, the death of the Lord on the
cross and on Saturday, the Lord preaching the Gospel amidst the dead in
Sheol, are commemorated.
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4. Season of Resurrection (Qyomtho)

This season extends over 7 weeks from Easter Sunday to Pentecost. The
resurrection isthe most important among the salvific events of Jesus. Hence,
Easter is the biggest feast of the Church. During these seven weeks, the
Church remembersthe events about the glory of the resurrection, and about
the appearances of the risen Jesus to his disciples. The cross that is raised
from thetombiscovered with thered cloth and it iserected in the sanctuary.
This reminds the presence of the risen Lord among the disciples for forty
days. The Church celebrates the feast of the Ascension on the 40" day after
Easter. On that day the Sleebo isremoved from the sanctuary. During these
forty daysthere is no prostration and the prayers are said standing. Thisis
to expressthe joy of the resurrection. The days from the 40" to the 50" are
daysof vigil for the coming of the Holy Spirit.

5. Season of Pentecost (Season of Apostles)

This extends from Pentecost to the feast of the Transfiguration
(August 6). The Coming of the Holy Spirit and the Proclamation of the
Gospel by the apostles are commemorated during this season. The Church
observes during this season: the Fast of the Apostles, the Feast of the
Apostles Peter and Paul, and the remembrance of St. Thomas, the apostle.
Therefore this season is aso called the Season of the Apostles.

6. Season of Transfiguration

Thefeast of the transfiguration of the Lord is celebrated on 6th August.
The Season of transfiguration extends from 6" August to 14" September.
The Lord took Peter, James and John to a high mountain and there, in their
midst he was transfigured. The commemoration of thisis the feast of the
transfiguration and the season of transfiguration. By this feast we
commemorate the divinity and glory of Jesus. Thisisthe foreshadowing of
the Lord's cross and resurrection. The transfiguration teaches us that the
Old and the New Testaments are inseparable, that the cross and glory are
one, and that the dead and the living are onein Christ. During this season we
remember the birth and the assumption of the Mother of God. This gives
the hope of the glorification to come, for each Christian. This season prepares
thefaithful to enter into the glory carrying the cross of every day life.
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7. Season of Sleebo

The season of Sleebo starts from the feast of the Sleebo (September 14)
and extendsto the beginning of the next liturgical year, that is‘ Qudos Eetho’.
Thisisthe last season of the liturgical year. The feast of the Sleebo is the
remembrance of thefinding of the crossof our Lord by Helena, the empress,
and erecting it in achurch in Jerusalem. The themes of this season are: the
second coming of the Lord with the sign of the cross, the consummation of
the world, the resurrection of the dead, the general judgement, and lifein
heavenly Jerusalem.

Thus, the Church introducesthe salvific eventsthrough the seven seasons
from the preparation of the birth of Jesus to the second coming of the L ord.
Through this, the liturgical year helps the faithful to remember the salvific
eventsof Jesusand to lead aChristian lifetogether with Jesus events. Thus
thefaithful will be enabled to completethe pilgrimageonthisearthamingto
reach heaven.

Wor ship

Theliturgica year beginswith the Sunday
of the Qudos Eetho. On that day the Church
remembersinthehymn, sung after the Gospel
inthe Holy Qurbono, how God called Moses
and how he gave him the power to perform
priestly serviceto the peopleof Isradl:

(Parisudhdayamulil...)

“The SupremeLord called Moses

From burning bush of thorns;

And hehadtold himthus:

Receiveyou, my power

Over thedivinetent

Andonal thingsinit.

AmHalduiahoHdlduiah,

Performyou, the priest’sduty”.

Questions

1. WhatistheLiturgica Year?
2.  What dothe Seven Hoursmean?

Life Witness

The Churchcommemoratesall thesalvific
eventsof Jesus Christ through theliturgical
year. Let ustry tolivetogether with Jesusand
to bear witnessto him through the observance
of theliturgical year.

Memorise

“Onething | asked of the Lord, that
will | seek after: toliveinthehouse
of theLord, all thedaysof my life,

to behold the beauty of theL ord,
andtoinquirein histemple’.
(PsAm27:4)

3. Describebriefly the Seven Seasonsof theliturgica year.
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Lesson 16

THE SYNOD OF
UDAYAMPEROOR (DIAMPER)

The Portu- ‘

guese missio- € BTy Qﬁr—’\
naries tried to 2 ' . |
bring the Maan-
kara  Church
under theWestern
Church. The Sy-
nod of Udaya-
mperoor, held in
1599 is one,
which gave lega
validity to such
proceedings. The
aim of this synod
was to make the
Portuguese supremacy and westernization, possible.

Archdeacon Geevar ghese

Mar Abraham desired to ordain a Bishop as his successor before his
death. But it did not materialize because of theintervention of the Portuguese.
Mar Abraham handed over the rule of the Church to Archdeacon
Geevarghese before he died. The representatives of the people convened a
meeting. The gathering decided to safeguard the Syrian tradition and to
accept only Syrian Bishops.

Menezisin Malankara

Menezis, the European Bishop cameto Maankara availing the occasion
when there was no bishop here. He came to Kochi from Goa in 1599. He
had the following aims: to remedy the putative defects of the Maankara
Church, to protect the churches, to bring the Maankara Church under the
influence of the Latin Church, to force to accept the European bishops, to

The Church at Udayamperoor, the Venueof the Synod
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remove Syriac and to introduce Latin instead in the liturgy, to destroy the
liturgical books, which he supposed to have fal se doctrines and to bring the
Bishop of the Maankara Church as suffragan to the Goan Hierarchy. He
visited the churches of Maankara, administered sacraments and ordained
many priests. Menezis brought forward many suggestions ignoring the
oppositions of Archdeacon Geevarghese. The Archdeacon was forced to
accept many instructions of Menezis on account of the influence of the
local leaders and kings.

ThePreparation for the Synod

Bishop Menezis decided to convene a synod. He gave orders that the
Archdeacon, theVicarsand the Deacons of all the Malankarachurches, and
four representatives of each parish, selected by the parish committee, should
attend the synod. He stated in the orders that the absentees would be
excommunicated ipso facto.

TheProceedingsof the Synod

The synod started in the church at Udayamperoor on 20™ June 1599. 153
priestsand 660 lay representativestook part init. The synod, which extended
for seven days ended on 26" June. According as Bishop Menezis desired,
he got approved the things regarding faith and sacraments. The Malankara
Church was divided into 75 parishes and new Vicars were appointed. Thus,
the custom of appointing Vicarswasformally introduced in Malankara.

Bishop Menezistried to get the approval for this synod from Rome. But,
he did not get the approval due to lack of proper procedure and form. This
synod, which diverted the very path of the Maankara Church, had far-
reaching effectsin the Church of Kerala

After theSynod

After the synod, Bishop Menezis visited many churches and removed
the Syriac Texts from the churches. He forced upon the churches Latin
systems and exercise of power. Francis Roz, the Jesuit priest was appointed
as the first Latin Bishop over the Maankara Nazranies on 20" December
1599. The Diocese of Angamali was brought under the Padroado of the
Portuguese and it was reduced as suffragan to the Latin Diocese of Goa.
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The Synod of Udayamperoor and the Transfor mations of the
MalankaraChurch

Many western customs and practices were made compulsory for the
Malankara Church with the synod of Udayamperoor. The Portuguese did
not understand well the Ma ankara Church having the Syrian traditions. The
synod of Udayamperoor and its decisions were on that account.

There were some changes in the Church due to the decisions of the
synod. The Portuguese authorities appointed Latin Bishops instead of the
Syrian Bishops. They, who were ignorant of the Malankara Church and
ecclesiastical traditions, came at the head of the Church. Instead of the
Archdeacon, who managed thetemporalities of the Church, theVicar Generd
was appointed as in the Latin Church. The priests of the parish were doing
the service of the parish. This was removed and the system of appointing
Vicarswasintroduced in its place. Priestly celibacy was made compul sory.
M al panate wasin vogue herefor the formation of candidatesfor priesthood.
It was abolished and Seminaries were established instead. Changes were
made in the liturgy. Many things were made as in Latin liturgy. The
Ecclesiastica Calendar was abolished and new Calendar as in the Latin
Rite, givingimportanceto thefeasts of the Saints, wasintroduced. Crucifixes
were erected in the churches. The custom of administering the Sacrament
of Confirmation aong with Baptism and the Holy Communion was stopped.
The use of the unleavened bread for the Holy Qurbono was introduced.
Changewas madein the observance of Fast and Abstinence. The beginning
of the lent was shifted from Monday to the subsequent Wednesday. The
practice of fast and abstinence was modified according to the L atin custom.

We have seen above the renovation made by the western missionaries,
who did not sufficiently understand the tradition and history of the Malankara
Church. Inthisthe whole Church here, felt uneasy. But the missionariesdid
all these with good intention. But, these renovations did create problemsin
the Malankara Church. Through this, enmity and hatred against the
Portuguese missionaries strengthened in the members of the Malankara
Church. This led to the division, which torments the Malankara Church

eventoday.

Questions
1. What wastheaim of the Udayamperoor Synod?
2. What werethe decisionsof the Synod of Udayamperoor?
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Lesson 17

THE SLANTING CROSS OATH

TheMalankara
Church was a
local Churchwith
the perfection of
apostolicity. The
disciples of Jesus
preached the
Gospel in diffe-
rent places. Thus,
local Churches
were formed in
different places.
These Churches
were in comm-
union with the
Pope, the head of
the Church and
the successor of Peter, the apostle. The Maankara Church too was like
that. Various types of liturgies took shape when various local Churches
wereformed. Inthe western part of the Roman Empire, the Latin liturgy; in
the eastern part, the Greek liturgy; and in Persiaand India, the Syrian liturgy,
were formed. The Portuguese Missionaries, who were accustomed with
Latin liturgy alone, when they came to India, did not fully understand the
Church and the Syrian liturgy here. Hence, they started to make the local
Church a part of the Latin Church. The Synod of Udayamperoor was a
result of that. With this synod, the Latin rite was made compul sory instead
of the Syrianrite. Thusthe efforts of the missionariesto makethe Maankara
Church part of the Latin Church brought uneasiness in the children of the
Malankara Church. In the course of timethat led to the Slanting Cross Oath
and the split of the Church.
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Bishop FrancisRoz (1599-1624)

Bishop Menezis appointed Bishop Francis Roz asthe first Latin prelate
over the Maankara Christiansin1599. He made the Diocese of Angamali as
suffragan Diocese to the Latin Archdiocese of Goa. And the Bishop of the
Diocese of Angamali was brought under the power of the Bishop of Goa.
The headquarters of the Diocese of Angamali was later on transferred to
Kodungalloor. The Diocese of Kodungalloor was established as Padroado
Diocese, proclaiming that the king of Portugal had the authority and
custodianship over the Maankara Church. Thus, the Portuguese established
authority over the Maankara Church, which they never had for the past
1600 years.

Bishop Roz centralized all authority on himself. He completely abolished
the authority of the Archdeacon. The Dioceses under the Padroado were
the following: Goa, Kochi, Mylapore and Kodungalloor. The Maankara
Bishop, who had jurisdiction all over India, became the Bishop of
Kodungalloor alone. Kodungalloor was considered as part of the Latin
Diocese. Bishop Roz passed away in 1624. His body was buried in the
church at Paravoor.

Britto (1624-1641) and Gar cia (1641-1659)

Stephen Britto becamethe Bishop of the Maankara Christians after Francis
Roz. During that period, Archdeacon Geevarghese passed away and
Thomas became the Archdeacon. After Britto, Francis Garcia became
Bishop. During that period the cleavage between the Mal ankara Church and
the Portuguese missionaries widened. The strife between Archdeacon
Thomas and Bishop Garcia became very strong. The ancient Maankara
Church stood united under the Archdeacon Thomas to safeguard her
traditions and administration. The faithful did not bow their heads before
the Portuguese authority. That led to the Slanting Cross Oath.

TheSanting CrossOath

The Slanting Cross Oath is the vow taken together on January 3, 1653,
by the Malankara Christians, agitated at the works of the Portuguese
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missionaries. The Maankara Christians, asaChurch, stood united and took
this oath: “ Throughout generations we will never be under the Portuguese
missionaries’. The priests, who were standing within the church with lighted
candlesin hand and thefaithful outside, holding on ropestied on all sidesof
the stone cross, made this oath. Thisiswhat isknown asthe Slanting Cross
Oath. The crowd was numbered about 25,000.

A special reason propped up for the slanting cross oath. The Archdeacon
received amessagethat Ahathalla, a Syrian Bishop from Persiawould come
by ship and land at Kochi. Knowing this the people gathered together. But
the Portuguese did not allow him to land. They sent him back. In the mean
time, afalse message spread that the Bishop passed away. The people were
provoked at this. The Slanting Cross Oath was the after-effect of this.

The Subsequent Procedure

After the Slanting Cross ameeting of the church representativeswasheld
inthe church at Edappally. They took the decision that they did not want the
Jesuit Portuguese Bishops and that they should get an Indigenous Bishop
ordained. They also agreed to send the decisions of the meeting to Rome
and to hold another meeting on 22 May 1653 in the church at Alangatt to
discuss and decide upon further matters.

TheOrdainingof aBishop by TwelvePriests

Itty Thomman, apriest spread afal se document to the effect that Bishop
Ahathalla had permitted to ordain a Bishop by twelve priests together.
Accordingly, twelve priests together placed their hands on the head of
Archdeacon Thomasinthechurch at Alangatt on 22" May 1653 and ordained
him Bishop. And they appointed four advisors as well.

Joseph Sebastiani

Romereceived alot of |etters about the problems of the Maankara Church.
In order to solve the problems, Rome sent to Keralatwo Carmelite priests,
Joseph Sebestiani and Hiasinth. Though they consulted with the Archdeacon,
no reconciliation took place. Later, Sebestiani went to Rome, got ordained
Bishop and came back. Meanwhile, the Dutch defeated the Portuguese and
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captured K odungalloor and K ochi. Sebestiani wasinformed to quit the place
forthwith. Sebestiani was not prepared to validly ordain Archdeacon
Thomas, who was invalidly ordained. Besides, Archdeacon Thomas was
excommunicated. In his stead, Sebestiani ordained Parambil Chandy
Kathanar, Bishop in the church at Kaduthuruthy. The majority of those who
made the Slanting Cross Oath accepted Bishop Chandy, being anindigenous
Bishop.

Archdeacon Thomas tried to get sanctioned his pseudo bishopric. Mar
Jacob, aJacobite Bishop cameto Keralafrom Jerusalemin 1665. Archdeacon
and his alies received the Jacobite Bishop. Mar Jacob introduced here the
Antiochene liturgy. Thus, those who accepted the Jacobite Bishop were
called the Puthenkoottukar. Those who accepted Bishop Chandy, who
followed the prevalent East Syrian Liturgy, and who maintained rel ationship
with the See of Rome, were known as the Pazhayakoottukar. Thus, the
Malankara Christians of Kerala were split into two groups. The
Puthenkoottukar were known as the Jacobites, who used the Antiochene
liturgy and the Pazhayakoottukar, who used the East Syrian liturgy as the
Syrian Catholicsrespectively.

We haveto consider these sorrowful splitsin the history of the Church as
part of the human weakness and the lack of ability to understand various
cultures. But God desiresthat those who have gone astray from the Church
of Christ return to unity and reconciliation. We haveto try and pray for that
Incessantly.

Questions

1. What were the events that led the Malankara Church to the Slanting
Cross Oath?

What was the immediate reason for the Slanting Cross Oath?
Describe the Slanting Cross Oath.
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Lesson 18

THE HISTORY OF THE
PUTHENKOOR COMMUNITY

After the Slanting
Cross Oath, the
indigenous Parambil
Chandy Kathanar
became the Bishop.
Those who accepted
Bishop  Parambil
Chandy, who followed
the East Syrian liturgy
used by the Malankara
Church, and who
continued alegianceto
the Pope of Rome
began to be known as
the Pazhayakoottukar.
Those who stood firm
behind Archdeacon
Thoma, accepted the
Jacobite Bishop of
Antioch, followed the

Mar Joseph Kariattil
Fervent Promoter of Christian unity

Antiochean liturgy, and cut off the relationship with the Pope of Rome.
These were known as the Puthenkoottukar. In course of time, they began to
be known as* Jacobites . Welearn in thislesson about the Puthenkoottukar.

FromtheFirst totheFifth Mar Thoma (1653-1765)

After the Slanting Cross Oath, twelve priests together ordained
Archdeacon Thoma, Bishop. Thus the Archdeacon, who became Bishop,
was known after the name Mar Thoma I. All were convinced that the
ordination of Mar Thomal wasnot valid. In order to set right the ordination,
contact was made with Antioch and Mar Gregorios, a Jacobite Bishop
arrivedin Keralain 1665 for thefirst time. Mar Gregorios did not attempt to
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introduce the Antiochean liturgy in Malankara, nor did he propagate Jacobite
faith here. Mar Gregorios worked only to reinstate the customs abolished
by the synod of Udayamperoor. Mar Thoma | expired in 1670 and was
entombed in the church at Angamali.

After Mar Thomal, five Mar Thomas ruled the Puthenkoor community
till 1765. The Antiochean Jacobite Bishops, Mar Baselios, Mar Gregorios,
Mar lvanios, who cameto Keraladuring thetimeof Mar ThomaV, werethe
strong propagators of the Antiochean liturgy in Maankara. After the Slanting
Cross Oath, for about 100 years, both the Puthenkoottukar and the
Pazhayakoottukar followed the East Syrian liturgy, which Bishop Francis
Roz had renewed. Instead of the East Syrian liturgy, which the Malankara
Christians used from the very beginning, the Antiochean liturgy, which the
Jacobite Bishops brought, gained publicity among the Puthenkoottukar after
1765. Thus, there cameinto being three different liturgies and communities
of worship in the Malankara Church. The first was the East Syrian liturgy,
which wasin vogue here, the second the L atin liturgy, which the Portuguese
missionaries brought here, and the third the Antiochean liturgy, which the
Jacobite Bishops brought from Antioch.

TheSixth Mar Thoma (1761-1808)

Mar ThomaVI1 received all the orders from Mar Gregorios, the Jacobite
Bishop, who came from Antioch. He adopted the name Mar Divannasios|.

TheEffortsfor Reunion

Mar Thoma VI was the one who relentlessly tried for the reunion of the
groupsof Puthenkoor and Pazhayakoor. Thachil Mathan Tharakan, thethen
leader of the Pazhayakoor and Kariyatty Youseph Malpan, the chief of the
priests and the other members of the community also tried untiringly for the
reunion. Paremakka ThomaK athanar and Kariyatty Youseph Mal pantogether
went to Rome and Portugal with the petitionsfor reunion of Mar ThomaV1.
They obtained the documents and permission from Rome and Kariyatty
became Archbishop in 1782. He returned up to Goa in 1786. He passed
away in 1786 and was buried there. Negotiations for reunion were held
when Paremakkal Thoma Kathanar was the leader of the Pazhayakoor
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Church. As aresult of which Mar Thoma V1 was reunited to the Catholic
Church on 22" June 1799. Hetook hisresidence at Thathampally, Alleppy.
But the missionaries were not prepared to hand over the rule of the Church
toMar ThomaV|. Since hedid not get therule, after six months, hereturned
to the Puthenkoor community. He passed away in 1808.

FromMar ThomaVI toMar Thomal X

Mar Thoma VI installed as his successor Mar Thoma VIl in 1796. Mar
Thoma VIl and Mar ThomalX were installed as successors. Though Mar
ThomalX wasinstalled in 1815, he was not ableto rule.

During the period from 1653 to 1815, the Puthenkoor Church did not
keep al oof from the Pazhayakoor. Though they were under two |eaderships,
liturgy was conducted together in several churches. They used the East
Syrian liturgy in good many churches. Nobody considered that the
Antiochean Patriarch had any jurisdiction here at that period. Efforts were
taken during this period to bring the Puthenkoor community under one
leadership.

Questions
1. Describethe Pazhyakoottukar and the Puthenkoottukar.
2. Describetheeffortsfor Reunionof Mar ThomaV|1.
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Lesson 19

THE DIVISIONS OF THE
PUTHENKOOR COMMUNITY

The close of the 18™
century marked the 50;1\—\E PUTHENKOO
beginning of changesinthe cJ\o’\\ )
KeralaChurch. British domi- 0\4\ )
nion was established here & o

: R
from 1792. English (An- G K7
glican) missionaries began e %}/\
to learn more about the <« <
Malankara Puthenkoor = \
community. The Church = —
o2
<
=

Missonary Society (C.M.S),
which wasformed in 1799,
started work in 1816 with ORT\‘\ODOX
Alleppy as centre. It was
colonel Mantro, who was
the then Resident of
Travancore, who invited the
C.M.S. to this place.

ThePuthenkoor Community and their RelationshipwiththeC.M.S.

Colonel Mantro helped MaankaraNazraniesin several ways. He started
an English Medium School for imparting English education to the members
of the Puthenkoor community at Kottayam. He also gave helpsto start the
clerical Seminary at Kottayam. The churches that were used both by the
Pazhayakoottukar and the Puthenkoottukar were given solely to the latter.
Thus, in many ways the English missionaries helped the Puthenkoor
community. Thus, theinfluence of the English missionariesincreased among
the membersof the Puthenkoor community. The missionarieswere permitted
to preach in the Puthenkoor churches, asthey willed. Thus, the missionaries
disseminated Protestant ideas and ideas of Reformation in the Puthenkoor
churches. The missionaries put many new proposals such as. to remove
the intercessory prayers to the Mother of God and to the Saints, to compel
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the prieststo marry, to make changesin theliturgy according to thethinking
of Reformation, to vernacularize theliturgy, etc.

The missionaries began to work against the rites and rituals of the
Puthenkoor community. Sincetheworksof the missionarieswere detrimental
to the Church, a synod was convened at Mavelikara in 1836. There, the
synod decided to stop al relationship with the English missionaries. As a
result of which about 6000 members of Puthenkoor left the Church and
joined the C.M.S.

TheSynod of Mulamthur uthy and the Starting of theM arthoma Chur ch

Even though the Puthenkoor community severed the relationship with the
C.M.S. missionaries, many priests and people continued to foster the ideas
of the Church reformation. Palakkunnathu Abraham Malpan gave the
leadership to this. Since they went forward with these ideas, Cheppat Mar
Divannasi os, the then reigning Bishop, excommunicated Abraham Malpan
and hisfollowersfrom the Church. Abraham Malpan understood that there
was the need of a Bishop to patronize the ideas of reformation and sent
deacon Mathan to Antioch. Mathan was ordained as Bishop by the Jacobite
Patriarch of Antioch, Mar Elias and returned to Keralain 1842. He was
known as Matthews Mar Athanasios. He tried for the reformation of the
Puthenkoor community. Patriarch Peter 111 came to Kerala in 1875 under
the compulsion of the then Archbishop Pulikkottil Mar Divannasios.

TheSynod of M ulamthur uthy

A synod was held at Mulamthuruthy in 1876. The Puthenkoor parishes
were divided among seven Dioceses. Kollam, Thumpamon, Kottayam,
Angamali, Kandanad, Kochi and Niranam. Matthews Mar Athanasios, who
propagated the ideas of Reformation, and his followers were
excommunicated from the Church. Pulikkottil Mar Divannasios was
appointed as the Malankara Archbishop. Matthews Mar Athanasios
ordained Bishop Thomas, the son of Abraham Malpan after the name
Thomas Mar Athanasios and entrusted with the care of the reformed
community. Matthews Mar Athanasios passed away in 1877. Therewas a
court verdict against the Reformation group. Thus Thomas Mar
Athanasios and followers came to Maramon and settled down there. The
Reformation community later on adopted the name Marthomites. The
headquarters of the Marthomitesisnow at Tiruvalla.
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ThePuthenkoor Community istransfor med intothe Jacobite Church

After the Reformation M ovement became strong among the Puthenkoor
community, asynod washeld in 1876 at Mulamthuruthy under the leadership
of the Jacobite Patriarch Mar Peter |11. They had decided at the synod held
at Mavelikarathat the teachings and the faith of the Syrian Jacobite Church
are theirs and that none other than that was acceptable. The Puthenkoor
community came under the Antiochean Jacobite Patriarch and became a
part of the Jacobite Church at the synod of Mulamthuruthy. With thissynod,
the Puthenkoor community accepted the name * Jacobites . Mar Divannasios
contested in the court that they were the genuine Jacobites. Thus, the
Antiochean Patriarch was accepted asthe head of the Puthenkoor community.
The Antiochean practices and teachings were enforced here. He tried to
separate the Puthenkoor community from the Pazhayakoor and gave
instructions in order to generate enmity towards the Pope of Rome. Thus,
the Puthenkoor community, which resisted the Portuguese foreign rule, had
to accept the Antiochean foreign rule.

TheEstablishment of the Catholicateand the Jacobite Church (1912)

With the separation of the Marthomites from the Puthenkoor community,
the Puthenkoottukar were known as Jacobites. Pulikkottil Mar Divannasios
was the Archbishop of the then Jacobite Church. During that period, the
leaders of the local Church submitted a memorandum to the Patriarch that
the Jacobites of Keralaneeded a Catholicate (asui iurisarrangement) and a
Catholicos (person with sui iuris power). But the Patriarch was against
such a demand.

Archbishop Pulikkottil Mar Divannasios sent Geevarghese Ma pan and
Paulos Malpan to Antioch. Patriarch Abdullaordained both as Bishops and
gave the names Vattasseril Geevarghese Mar Divannasios and Paulos Mar
Koorilos, respectively.

After the demise of Pulikkottil Mar Divannasios, Vattasseril Mar
Divannasi os becamethe Maankara Archbishop in 1909. During that period
Patriarch Abdullaof Antiochvisited Maankara. He declared that the Patriarch
had all the spiritual and temporal authoritiesamong the Jacobitesof Maankara.
But, Vattasseril Mar Divannasios and a group of the Jacobites opposed
that. Hence, the Patriarch excommunicated Vattasseril Mar Divannasiosand
appointed Paulos Mar Koorilosinstead, as the Malankara M etropolitan.
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Thus a group, which fully accepted the Patriarch, came into existence.
This is known as the Patriarch Party. Those who accepted the Patriarch
only spiritualy were known as the Metropolitan Party. Thus, the Jacobite
community was divided into Patriarch Party and Metropolitan Party.

Establishment of the Catholicate (1912)

After the excommunication of Vattasseril Mar Divannasios, the
Metropolitan Party contacted another Patriarch in Antioch, named Abded
M’siha. Abded M’siha came to Kerala in 1912 and he annulled the
excommunication of Vattasseril Mar Divannasiosand established aCatholicate
in Malankara. Along with that he installed a Catholicos, by name Paulos
Mar Baselios. The meaning of theWord Catholicosis*Head of the Church’.

Jacobite Church and theOrthodox Church

The Metropolitan party, belonging to the Jacobite Church, which was
divided into two in 1911, accepted the title ‘ Malankara Orthodox Church’,
and the Patriarch Party, ‘ Jacobites . Each group has its own Metropolitan
and administration. Today these groups continue as two Churches with
M oovattupuzhaasthe centre of the Jacobites and K ottayam asthe centre of
the Orthodox.

Whenever theforeignersrelated with our Church, it led to the division of
the Church. With the coming of the Portuguese there was the divisions of
Puthenkoor and Pazhayakoor; with the arrival of the English, the C.M.S.
and the Marthomites and through the Antiochean rel ationship, the Jacobite
and the Orthodox. Various splits occurred within the Puthenkoor community
after the Slanting Cross Oath in 1653. All these splits of the Church are to
be considered due to the weakness of human nature and due to the special
circumstances that prevailed in each period. The only remedy for that isto
come back from split to unity. If split is due to human weakness, unity isa
gift of the Holy Spirit. The desire of the Puthenkoor for reunion is to be
considered as aresult of the work of the Holy Spirit.

Questions
1. Describetherdationship of the Puthenkoor community withthe C.M.S.
2. Describethebeginning of the Marthomite Church.

3. How wasthe Puthenkoor community divided into Jacobite and Orthodox Churches?
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Lesson 20

PUTHENKOOR COMMUNITY AGAININ
COMMUNION WITH THE CATHOLIC CHURCH

Schism started in the —_ 2
Kerala Church with the S N
Slanting Cross Oath that
took place in 1653.
From that very time,
efforts for reunion aso
started. For about 300
years the efforts for
reunion went on. To a
certain extent this was
realized withthereunion
under the leadership of
Mar lvanios, Metro-
politan. Inall the efforts
for reunion from Mar
Thomal to Mar Ivanios
in 1930, there was the
special attention to
safeguard the indi-
viduality and the
spiritual patrimony of
the Malankara Church. We see in the efforts of reunion the desire to revive
the union with the Catholic Church. Serious efforts for reunion took place
during thereign of Vattasseril Mar Divannasios (1909-1934).

Effort for Reunion - under theleader ship of Malankara Synod

Vattasseril Mar Divannasios went to Mardin after 1912 in order to hold
conciliatory talkswith the Patriarch. On hisway, hevisited the Syrian Catholic
Metropolitan of Bagdad. The aim of the visit was to seek the possibility of
reunion with the Catholic Church. After hisreturn home, herecelved aletter
from Ephrem Rehmani, the Syrian Catholic Patriarch. In continuation to
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that Vattasseril Mar Divannasios invited to Parumala, Mar Baselios
Geevarghese Catholicos, Geevarghese Mar Gregorios, and Mar |vanios of
Bethany. He entrusted them to discuss and decide on further matters.

The synod held at Parumala deputed Mar Ivanios to negotiate matters
related with reunion. Mar Ivanios made correspondence with the Patriarch
Rehmani.

ThelL eadership of Mar lvanios

Theleadership of Mar Ivanioswasvery helpful to the effortsfor reunion.
Hewas convinced that the reunion with the Catholic Church, the communion,
which the Maankara Church already had, was necessary to restore rea
peace to a Church, which was going through splits and litigations.

Mar lvanios submitted the first memorandum to the Apostolic See of
Rome with the approval of the Synod of the Malankara Syrian Orthodox
Church in November, 1926. There were two conditions proposed in it,
namely: (1) to safeguard their ancient liturgy (rite) and religious practices,
(2) to receive them, giving jurisdiction to the Bishops over al the Syrian
Jacobites who got reunited. After this also, Mar Ivanios was continuously
in contact with Rome.

TheSanction for Reunion

There was a favourable decision from Rome for reunion in July 1930.
The matter was intimated to Mar Ivanios from Rome on 20" August 1930.
Rome gave assurance that according to the petition, the Antiochean Liturgy
(Rite), would be sanctioned and that Bishops would be received into the
Catholic Church with their official status. Thus, there arose a favourable
situation for reunion.

Many changes happened in the Malankara Church after submitting the
petition for reunion in 1926. The amount that was deposited in the bank for
the Puthenkoor community wasthe Vattippanam (Deposit for interest). The
court, which decreed the Vattippanam litigation against the Metropolitan
Party in 1923, decreed in favour of it in 1928. With that many of those who
stood in favour of reunion retracted. But Mar Ivanios and Mar Theophilos
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stood firm in their decision, accepting the call of God for the union of the
Church.

The preparationsfor the reunion went on centring on the Bethany Ashram,
Perunad. Mar lIvanios and Mar Theophilos, along with 20 other professed,
left the Bethany hills on 20" August 1930 and came to Vennikkulam and
stayed there. The epoch-making reunion took place on 20" September 1930.
Mar Ivanios, Mar Theophilos, Fr. John O.1.C., Deacon Alexander, and
Kililathu Chacko, madetheir profession of faith before Rt. Rev. Dr. Benzigar,
the Bishop of Quilon, asrepresentatives. Thus, the effortsfor reunion began
from Mar Thomal, fructified.

TheErection of theM alankara CatholicHierarchy

Metroplitan Mar Ivanios visited Pope Pius X1 in 1932 and submitted to
him the memorandum for the growth and devel opment of the new movement.
Theformal proclamation instituting the Malankara Hierarchy took placeon
11" June 1932 through the decree ‘Christo Pastorum Principi’. The
Archdiocese of Trivandrum and the Diocese of Tiruvalla were formally
established. Mar Ivanios was appointed Metropolitan of the Archdiocese
of Trivandrum and Mar Theophilos as the Bishop of Tiruvala. Thus, the
desire of the Maankara Church to come in communion with the Catholic
Church, preserving the Antiochean liturgy and the common traditions of the
MalankaraChurch, fructified.

TheCommunity of theM alankaraCatholic Church

The Reunion isthe event by which apart of the Puthenkoor community,
which was severed from the Catholic communion with the Slanting Cross
Oath in 1653, regained Catholic communion. The members of the Church,
who regained this communion, are known asthe Malankara Catholics. The
Malankara Church of India established by Mar Thoma, the apostle, wasin
communion with the Catholic Church and the Pope in Rome till the year
1653. After that until 1930, the Puthenkoor community of the Malankara
Church lost its Catholic communion. The Maankara Catholics are those
who regained the Church union in 1930. The Malankara Catholic Church
began to grow after the reunion. Today the Malankara Catholic Church has
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on itsrolls, 5 Dioceses, 8 Bishops, about 850 parishes, many priests and
religious, both men and women, very many educational institutions and
hospital s and nursing homes, and about 5 lakhs of faithful.

Thereunion facilitated to cometo unity with the special grace of the Holy
Spirit, removing split and difference, and to bring joy, peace and prosperity
in the Church. Let us, the children of the Reunion Movement, thank God,
who made it possiblefor us. At the sametime let us pray for the reunion of
the children of the Malankara Church, who till live separated from the
communion of the universal Church (through the slanting cross oath).

Questions
1. Explaintheleadership, Mar Ivaniosgavefor thereunion.
2. Describetheestablishment of the Malankara Catholic Hierarchy.
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Lesson 21

THE VARIOUS STATES OF LIFE

We can see in our
community peoplewho
have chosen various
states of life. There are
three states of life
prevalent in the
Catholic Church at
present.

D\
LFE

The majority are
those who marry and
liveasfamily. Eachone
of us is born and
brought up in afamily
consisting of father,
mother and children.
Marriage is a state of
lifeand styleof life.

Priesthood is ano-
ther style of lifewe see
intheChurch. Thereare
priestsin al religions. Priests are those, who do service as intermediaries
between God and man. Priests, in the Catholic Church dedicate themselves
for the service of God completely without getting married. Thereare priests,
married and unmarried in other religionsal so.

Asceticism is a style of life, we see, in al religions. Ascetics are those
who dedicate themselves to God completely. Asceticismisastate of lifeas
well asalife-style.

We deal with in this lesson about the three states of life: Marriage,
Priesthood and Asceticism.

93



Married Life

In the beginning God created Adam and made him dwell in the Garden of
Eden. “It is not good that the man should be alone” (Genesis 2:18). God,
who understood this, created Eve as ahelpmate to Adam. God made Adam
and Evedwell inthe Garden of Eden and laid foundation for thefirst family.
God blessed thus the family relationship, which began through the first
parents: “Befruitful and multiply, and fill the earth and subdueit” (Genesis
1:28). God again said thus: “A man leaves his father and his mother and
clings to his wife, and they become one flesh” (Genesis 2:24). Thus, God
blessed the married life and established itsunity and itsaim. Thefamily life,
which God blessed in paradise, is being continued even today through
generations.

Marriage- aVocation of God

It isnot casual that a man and woman, who reached adulthood, come for
marriage. They become married because God specialy calls them. God
specidly called Adam and Eve, Abraham and Sarah, |saac and Rebekah,
Jacob and Rachel and led them to the married life. Even today God specially
calls and sets apart each one, who marries. It is because of the plan of God,
that man and woman are drawn to other and accept each other. That is how
marriageisunderstood asadivinevocation. The Church teachesthat marriage
isacal of God, like priesthood and asceticism. Throughthecall for marriage,
it is understood that husband and wife love each other and share in God's
work of creation and glorify him. Thus, one could acquire salvation through
themarriedlife.

TheSacrament of Marriage

Though marriage could be thought of as a social custom of permitting
man and woman, who reached adulthood, to livetogether, it isa Sacrament.
Marriageisaservice in which God specially calls man and woman, setting
them apart and bestowing divine grace on them and unites them. Thus,
marriage is a mystery by which through the intervention of God, divine
grace is showered upon the couple and they become one. In order that man
and woman love each other, share each other, and become sanctified, human
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abilitiesalone are not enough, but the grace of God is necessary. The couple
getsthis grace of God through the Sacrament of Marriage.

The Stateof Lifeof thePriesthood

God had specially called several peopleinthe Old Testament for service.
We see the prophets, priests and kings being called, separated and specially
chosen by God. When the Lord asked who would go to speak to the
peoplefor God'ssake, Isaiah replied: “Heream |, send me” (Isaiah 6:8-9).
This voice of God continues through generations. The priests and the
religiousare called by God to serve him. These arethe people, who specially
receive the call of God and dedicate themselves for his service.

WhoisaPriest?

The priests are those who are specially set apart for God and for divine
service. A priestisone, who stands asintermediary between God and man
and does service. Jesus Christ, who served, asthe only intercessor between
God, the Father and mankind, isthe supreme priest. Jesusdesired to continue
hispriestly servicetill theend of theworld. Thus, priesthood isthe sacrament
Jesusinstituted in order to share his priesthood. Jesus continues his priestly
service through the priests till the end of the world. God calls a person
specially and sets him apart and prepares him for divine service. God gives
infinite divine grace to a person through the sacrament of priesthood. Inthis
manner a weak person, through the grace of God, stands as intermediary
between God and man and
performs the priestly
service. A priest has
fundamentally  three
services: to teach, to
sanctify and to lead. God
himself does these three
services. The priest stands
as a delegate of God and
preaches the Word of God
inhisname, administersthe
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sacraments and gives spiritual leadership.

The meaning of the word ‘priest’ is ‘one who is placed in front’. The
duty of the priest isto fulfil among men the salvation merited by God. We
call the priest ‘Father’. Priests or Fathers are our spiritual fathers, who
beget us spiritually and bring us up and protect us. They are the
representatives of God.

TheAsceticLife

Ascetics are those, who fully dedicate themselves through the threefold
vow of obedience, poverty and chastity. They are specidly called by God
to attain Christian perfection through these three vows.

Inthemarried life, thelove of apersonisfully givento one'slife-partner.
But a person, for the love of God, triesto give hislove to the whole world.
Asceticism means to love al people, to love God above al, to love the
universe, thereby to identify oneself with him, who isloveitself. Through
the vows of poverty, chastity and obedience, we mean: to seek the pleasure
and joy of others without seeking one’s own pleasure and joy; and for that
to renounce one’'s own pleasure and joy.

An ascetic gives everything to others
without possessing anything for self. That
Ispoverty. Chagtity ismeant to render love
toall, not restricting it to one person aone
through entering into marriage. Obedience
IS, to dedicate oneself to serve others,
renouncing one’'s own desire and liking
for the love of God.

Many religious priests serve in the
Church, now a days, because there are
not enough diocesan priests to work in
the mission areas. Both women and men
could embrace religious life. Men are
known as religious men and women, as
religiouswomen or sisters.

96



My Vocation

God calls specially each person to continue his mission: this call is for
married life or for priesthood or for religious life. When we are of age, we
should embrace any one of these. | should myself decide which state of life
| should embrace. In order to make this choice, my ability alone would not
suffice. For that the help of God, and of the elders and of the parents are
needed. | should ask God and understand through prayer, what state of life
heintends meto choose. | should try to understand thewill of God regarding
me from childhood. Let us be attentive to the call of God. Let us pray to
God to reveal to us what we should become; a married man, a married
woman, apriest, or areligious man or areligious woman.

Wor ship Life Witness

The Church praysinthe Kukkilion of the God hasaplanfor eachindividua. Let us
Departed Priests thus: *O Lord, remit the  try to understand God'splanfor our lifeand
debts and shortcomings of the priests, who  liveaccordingly.
accomplished priestly servicethroughout their
livesin churchesand monasteries .

(O Lord, deign to shower your grace

Hdlduiah,)

"Recall al the priestsand the deacons, who

servedyou

I_n your churchesand monagteriesduring their M emorise
lifetime

Intheir handsdid they celebrate your body “If any want to becomemy
and blood followers, let them deny
Withintheholy sanctuary toblot out al debits; themselvesand take up their cross
Your body shdl remitdl their faults andfollowme’.
Andyour preciousblood, al their sins (Matthew16:24)
They shdl singyour glory Lord, a your right

handsde'.

Questions

1. Whyismarriagesaidtobeacall of God?
2. Whoisapriest?
3. Whatismeant by asceticism?
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Lesson 22

SHOW COMPASSION TO THEPOOR

One of the Pharisees
asked a question in
order to test Jesus
‘Teacher, which comm-
andmentinthelaw isthe
greatest? He said to
him: *You shall love the
Lord your God with all
your heart, and with all
your soul, and with all
your mind’. This is the
greatest and the first
commandment. The
second commandment is
like it: “You shall love
your neighbour as
yourself’. On these two
commandmentshang all
thelaw and the prophets.
Jesustaught that thelove
of God and love of man are the two important commandments. We see in
the Epistle of St. John that the measure of the love of God isin the love of
man: “Those who do not love a brother or sister, whom they have seen,
cannot love God whom they have not seen”. The Holy Bible explains the
love of God only in relation with the love of man (1 John 4:20).

Jesus, Lover of Man

We can see throughout the New Testament Jesus' love for man. Jesus
summoned people, in his public life through his words and deeds, to love
man. Jesus gave specia consideration to thosewho are disregarded in society.
Jesus loved those who were hated by society. He gave deliverance to those
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who were bound by the chain of sin. Jesus cured many sick people. He
touched the leper and cured and brought him to the mainstream of society.
The blind, the dumb, the paralytic and those possessed by evil spirits were
all discarded in society and were unacceptable. Jesus cured them al. Thus,
he gave the love and compassion of God.

Jesus multiplied bread for the hungry and satisfied their hunger. He gave
compassion and brought back to good life the woman, whom society had
condemned to be stoned to death. Jesus raised to life the son of the widow
of Nain, the daughter of Jairusand Lazarus and gavethejoy of anew lifeto
the members of their familieswho werein pain and grief.

Jesus taught the people during his public life to love man. Through the
parable of the Good Samaritan, Jesus taught what was fraternal love and
who was one's neighbour. Jesus made it clear that all those who needed my
help are my neighbours. Jesus taught that love of neighbour dwellsin the
one, who loves othersin their need, like the Good Samaritan.

Jesus loved the tax collectors and sinners, whom society hated. Thus, he
delivered them from sin and brought them back to the mainstream of society.

Jesus taught the worth of a person to the synagogue authorities, who
were dissatisfied with Jesus curing the crippled woman on a Sabbath. Jesus
clearly taught that thelife of the crippled woman was more valuable than the
life of the bulls and the assesthey havein their house.

Jesus taught that one should not get angry against one’s neighbour and
that one should forgive one's neighbour if he offends him and that one
should giveams secretly; so saying Jesustaught about fraternal charity and
about the glory of man.

Meet God intheL owly

Jesusinstructed what would be the measure of the Last Judgement. Jesus
said: “I was hungry and you gave me food, | was thirsty and you gave me
something to drink, | was a stranger and you welcomed me, | was naked
and you gave me clothing, | was sick and you took care of me, | wasin
prison and you visited me...” Jesus continued and said: “| tell you, just as
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you did it to one of the least of these, who are members of my family, you
didit to me. And when you did not do it to one of the least of these, you did
not do it to me. Jesus told that those who served the least of the brethren
would enter into eternal life and those who did not serve into eternal
punishment” (Matthew 25:31-46). Thus, Jesus made clear that a person
would experience eternal salvation on the basis of fraternal charity and that
the sign of the love of God isthelove of the neighbour. It isthe sum total of
the public life of Jesus that one should deal with the least and the despised
of society, with love

TheHumbleof our Society

In our society there are many poor and humble people. These are the
people, who experience severa kindsof disregard. Sincethere existed caste
system in our country, there was the division of high and low castes among
the people. Our brothers belonging to the low caste had experienced great
disregard in the name of caste. This disregard continues even now in our
society. If any onefrom among those who learn with usor who live near our
house experiences this disregard in the name of caste or religion, colour or
faith, that is sin. We are obliged to give to each person due respect and
recognition. We are al children of God; hence are brothers. This is the
Christian viewpoint. If werefuselove and recognition to any one, itisagainst
the love of God and the love of man.

There are people around us, who have no home and who sleep by the
roadside or on verandahs of shops. There are also around us many poor
people, who have not even ameal for aday, who are blind, lame and sick.
There are many living in our society, who are ignorant, illiterate and are
hated by the society. We should be ableto giveto these, love and recognition.
Jesus had taught that when we love and help these, we love God. When we
disregard these lowly ones, we disregard God. Hence, we should be ableto
render to these poorest of society all possible love and help and show them
compassion, considering them as brothers. We have the obligation to deal
with love and to serve the beggars, sick and the suffering, who come to our
house.
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TheWitnhessof the Saints

Mother Theresais one, who, through the commandment of Jesus loved
in aspecia manner the poor, the suffering and those, who were disregarded
by society. Mother Theresa understood the Gospel of love of Jesus in its
perfect sense. Mother gave the loving touch of Jesusto the thousandsin the
streets of Cal cutta, who did not receive love from any one. Shelooked after
lot of lepers, bandaged their wounds and started special houses for them.
She also looked after lot of poor people, who were orphans, sick and who
had no one to take care of them in their old age. She picked up abandoned
infants from the streets and brought them up. Thus, Mother Theresa put
Into practice the Gospel of Jesus by perfectly loving those who wereforsaken
by society. Hence, Mother Theresa was known as a saint even when she
was alive. Mother Theresa's great merit is that she demonstrated in daily
practice the proper love of God and of fellow beings. We see in Mother
Theresathelifewitness, which roused human conscience by giving thelove
of Jesus to the poorest of society. There are many saints in the Church,
who thus loved the poor and rendered special service to them. Vincent de
Paul, Fr. Damian, etc., belong to this group.
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Wor ship

The Church commemoratesinthe prayer
of the 3¥Hour of Tuesday the rich man, not
hel ping the poor Lazarusin the Parabl e of
theRichmanand Lazarus, andfor that reason
how hemadehimsdf condemnabletothefiery
hdll:

(Thathan vachanam ekasuthan...)

“Word of God, theonly Son
Spokein parablestous:

Hesaid, whenarichmanwas
Livinginpomp and pleasure;
Lazarus, poor ashehad

No food to quench hishunger;
Hedied and the messenger took him
ToAbraham’sbosom.

Therich - man, who had no me-rcy in heart,
Wasthrowninto thefiery hell,
Wherehereceived

Sorrow and torture”.

Questions
1. ‘Jesusisalover of man'. Explain.

Life Witness

Lovingamanisthevisblesgnfor ourlove
towards God. It could be said that asmuch
as we love man, so much we love God.
Therefore, let us love all men. We are
especially obliged to giveloveto the poor,
sick, orphans, and those who are despised
by thesociety. L et ustry to help themand to
show compassiontothem. Thuslet usbetrue
Disciplesof Christ.

Memorise

“Just asyou didit tooneof the
least of thesewho are members of
my family, youdidittome’.
(Matthew 25:40)

2. Why should weloveand recognizetheleast of the society?
3. Explainthelifewitnessof Mother Theresa.
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PRAYERS

Psalm 63
O God, youaremy God, | seek you, my soul thirstsfor you; my flesh faintsfor you, asinadry
and weary land, wherethereisno water.
So | havelooked upon youin the sanctuary, beholding your power and glory.
Becauseyour steadfast loveisbetter thanlife, my lipswill praiseyou.
Sol will blessyou aslongasl live; | will lift up my handsand call onyour name.
My soul issatisfied aswith arich feast, and my mouth praisesyou with joyful lips.
When | think of you on my bed, and meditate on you inthewatches of the night;
For you have been my help, and in the shadow of your wings| sing for joy.
My soul clingstoyou; your right hand upholdsme.
But those who seek to destroy my life shall go down into the depths of the earth;
They shall begiven over to the power of the sword; they shall be prey for thejackals.
But theking shall rgjoicein God, al who swear by him shall exult, for themouthsof theliars
will bestopped.
Praiseisduetoyou, O God. Barekmor.

Psalm 19
Theheavensaretellingtheglory of God; and thefirmament proclaimshishandiwork.
Day to day poursforth speech, and night-to-night declaresknowledge.
Thereisno speech nor aretherewords; their voiceisnot heard.
Yet their voice goesout through al the earth, and their wordsto the end of theworld.
In the heavens he has set atent for the sun, which comes out like a bridegroom from his
wedding canopy, and like astrong man runsits coursewith joy.
Itsrising isfrom the end of the heavens, and itscircuit to theend of them; and nothingishid
fromitshest.
Thelaw of theL ordisperfect, reviving the soul; thedecreesof theLord are sure, making wise
theample;
The preceptsof the Lord areright, rejoicing the heart; the commandment of the Lordisclear,
enlighteningtheeyes,
Thefear of theLordispure, enduring forever; theordinancesof theLord aretrueand righteous
dtogether.
Moreto bedesired than gold even mush finegol d; sweeter al so than honey, and drippings of
the honeycomb.
Moreover, by themisyour servant warned; in keeping them thereisgreat reward.
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But who can detect their errors? Clear mefrom hidden faults.

Keep back your servant a so from theinsolent; do not | et them have dominion over me. Then
| shall be blameless, and innocent of great transgression.

L et thewords of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be acceptabletoyou; O Lord, my
rock and my redeemer.

Praiseisduetoyou, O God Barekmor.

Isaiah 42:10-13, 45:8
SingtotheLord anew song, hispraisefromtheend of theearth! L et the searoar and al that
fillsit; thecoastland and their inhabitants.
Letthedesart anditstownslift up their voice, thevillagesthat Kedar inhabits; |et theinhabitants
of Selasingfor joy; let them shout from thetops of the mountains.
L et them giveglory totheLord and declare hispraisein the coastlands.
TheLord goesforth likeasoldier, likeawarrior hestirsup hisfury; he criesout, he shouts
aoud, heshowshimsdlf mighty against hisfoes.
Shower, O heavens, from above, and | et the skiesrain down righteousness, | et the earth open,
that salvation may spring up, and | et it cause righteousnessto sprout up also; | the Lord has
createdit.
Praiseisdueto O God. Barekmor.

Psalm 113:1-9
Praisethe Lord! Praise O servantsof the Lord; praisethe name of the L ord.
Blessed be the name of the L ord from thistime on and forevermore.
Fromtherising of thesuntoit’s setting, the name of the Lord isto be praised.
TheLordishighaboveall nations, and hisglory abovethe heavens.
Whoislikethe L ord our God, whoisseated on high.
Who looksfar down on the heavens and the earth?
Heraisesthe poor from the dust, and liftsthe needy from the ash heap. To makethem sit with
the princes of the people.
Hegivesthe barren woman ahome, making her thejoyous mother of children.
Praiseisduetoyou O God. Barekmor.
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