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Thomas D’souza
Archbishop of Calcutta

How do you evaluate the CBCI meeting in Pala?

For me this was a very good experience. I have attended a
number of CBCI meeting and every year the quality of our
meeting seems to be increasing and improving. Here the total set
up, like the accommodation and the other facilities are well made.
We had a lot of exchanges during the meetings and interactions
by which the theme that was meant for this year’s meeting:
“renewed church for a renewed society” was very much clarified
and brought to concrete steps. The theme helps us to look more
at ourselves, our lives as bishops, as members of the church, the
lives of other members of the church, our priests, religious, laity,
and how together as a church we have to renew ourselves, and



how we can become witnesses
in the society. From that point
of view I think that it has been a
very fruitful and meaningful
meeting.

Our theme was renewed
church for arenewed
society. What were the
thrusts of the CBClI in this
regard? According to you
what are the areas the
CBCl is asking us to focus
on?

The one important aspect that
this meeting is insisting on is the

witnessing aspect of the
Christian life, of the religious
life, priestly life, bishop’s life, etc.
Evangelization becomes
effective only to the extent we
the members remain powerful
witnesses. This aspect of
witnessing, I felt, was very much
insisted on and it was brought
up very clearly in the CBCI. Also
it agrees very well with the call
of Pope Francis. His examples as
well as his very straight forward
message to the entire church,

that we need to be very much simple in our life, we
must be focused on Jesus Christ, we must love the
church and we become witness in our Christian life,
together with this the theme we had, I felt it tallies very
well. The most important thing is witnessing. Church
together will renew the society. In our own country
Mahatma Gandhi said my life is my message. So in that
context, the church also has to have her own life and
give this message by witnessing.

In the wake of the call of the CBCI what do you
think are the challenges of your Archdiocese?

Fortunately, in the Archdiocese of Calcutta we have a
lot of renowned witnessing which was going on
already. Thanks to the life and example of Bl. Mother
Therese and her sisters. Our own priests, religious and
laity have a great role to play in this witnessing and they

are doing it. What I feel is that I have to pay more
attention to our faith formation. Our witnessing is not
merely superfluous. It has to be a fruit of what we
believe in and that faith must expresses in action.
Sometimes that doesn’t happen. It becomes superfluous.
Especially our needs have grown. Mother Therese had
already insisted on. Her service was not merely a service.
It all started with prayer and silence. The fruit of silence
is prayer, the fruit of prayer is faith, the fruit of faith is
love, the fruit of love is service and the fruit of service is
peace. That was her programme. Therefore service,
witnessing, etc. also have their root in silence, prayer
and in God. That aspect of our faith formation has to be
deepened, especially for the younger generation.
Secondly I have to pay more attention to our family. If
faith in the family is strong, then the faith in the children

9 Dag)@lalo 20@ 9f’ 2014
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and around will be stronger. More attention to the
family and also pastoral visit will help us to know their
problems. For example marriage preparation courses,
follow up programmes after marriage and also special
care for families that are facing difficulties, may be
even economic difficulties must be resolved. The third
main area is the educational area. We have many also so many people who are
schools in Calcutta. There are number of poor already here can share that by
children, both Catholic and non-Christian. We have witnessing. ~Thirdly the
to put all our efforts together to help them in their Malankara Church has got a
schools like meeting their fees, buying books, etc. We \éery good tradition and a very
have to go a long way to cater to all the children who eautiful liturgy, so devotional
are in need. This will be an extra effort I feel in this to 20 real God experiencing.
make our faith more practical and also to take care of The priest, the sisters and the
our poor children and adults. people that you have are such

level in the society. Do your

What is your message for the church in level best to deepen the faith,

. . in their lives, so that they can
Iéﬁl;f}ghispec1ally the Malankara Catholic be what they are called {0 be,

namely a people of God and
for his people.

second message of mine
would be share this faith. What
we receive is what we give.
Sharing has already done by
the missionaries in the past but

My first message is, “thanks” for the gift of faith in
Kerala. I was so impressed by the faith that I saw here. (Archbishop Thomas is a

I have been here before as a young bishop. I came great leader and bishop of
and stayed in a family here. The deep faith of the (C,]cutta. Recently he has
simple father and mother in the family impressed me. permitted one of his
First of all I feel, the number of vocations has come gominarians to join the
up: the number of priests and religious coming  palankara Seminary for the
up and serving in the north that all show that they ETRI. He is the bishop of the
had the faith in their family. Therefore, I thank God  gjsters of Mother Teresa)

for this gift of faith that you all have and living. The J
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According to you what are the areas
the CBCl is asking us to focus on?

I also was involved in the selection of this
theme. We thought we must think of an
introspection and this renewal should take
place first among the bishops and then
among the priests and religious and then
among the laity. It should not be the other
way around. The conference is asking first
the bishops to change their life style,
thinking pattern and also to become more
simple and close to the people. We have
the great example of Pope Francis who in
his life and action “smells the sheep”. We
do not actually smell the sheep because

Abraham

Viruthakulangara
Archbishop of Nagpur

How do you evaluate the CBCI
meeting in Pala?

he fraternity and love existing among

the bishops and the hospitality of Mar
Joseph Kallirangattu, and other bishops and
other people have impressed me. It was well
arranged. I must have been attending many
CBCI meetings these years; but I could say
the best organized Meeting was this. The
hospitality and tension free atmosphere all
make it the best and I congratulate the
organizers.

Our theme was renewed church for a
renewed society. What were the
thrusts of the CBCl in this regard?

some bishops are living away from their
sheep. So the thrust is to become more
simple, more prayerful, to come closer to
the people and also to be able to interact
with the sheep. The shepherd is always with
the sheep. The conference was successful
in discussing these themes. So when
bishops change the priests change and then
the laity changes and when the laity changes
the community changes and when the
community changes the society changes.

In the wake of the call of the CBCI
what do you think are the challenges
of your Archdiocese?

In our diocese, we don’t have many
Catholics. There are only 30,000 Catholics.

1) I
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Nagpur is the headquarters of the
Rashtria Swayam Seva sangh(RSS).
According to me they are not the biggest
challenge for us. We lack committed
priests. We need more priests, religious
and lay people who are passionate for
Christ and his gospel. Secondly the
challenge is to make the religious and
other more conscious of their
responsibility as missionaries. There are
many people who like to do lot of services.
The Holy Father in his apostolic
encyclical, “Evangeli Gaudium” says —
“everyone has to keep a smile on his face”.
We have to make conscious our people
to move from comfort zone to a
dangerous zone. We need more financial
support for doing the mission work and
spreading the gospel of Christ.

What is your message for the
church in Kerala especially the
Malankara Catholic Church?

I have been very impressed by the
Malankara community. I am a very close
associate of the Malankara community.
From the beginning itself I was very close
to Malankara community. The
Malankara community should become
more mission oriented. You have great
faith and so this should be given to
others. The duty to give the faith is most
important. Not only Kerala or Malankara
church, the whole universe will have to

become richer. We need a little more
outreaching mentality. Malankara community
is very faithful to their bishops, liturgy.

(Archbishop is a great leader in the CBCI.
He is the bishop who favours the youth,
especially the Jesus Youth). °
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How do you evaluate the
CBCI meeting in Pala?

First of all my heartfelt thanks to everyone those
organized this 31 plenary assembly of the
CBCI at Palai in Kerala. This was a unique
experience for me to come to Kerala and especially
at Pala, as it was several times repeated, the cradle
of vocations of the missionaries and also great and
holy land of St. Alphonsa. It was wonderful to
experience the faith, the unity, the commitment
and the oneness of the people at Pala. I visited
some families and I could experience the joy

" ogayin i L

everyone experiences and
expresses during this time
and the pride that all the
bishops are here and
something so beautiful to
see them joyous and happy
to have us. It was a pride
moment. The organization
of the people involved, the
religious, the laity, the
security, the police and the
food, everything was so
marvelous. So in one word I
can say it was wonderful,
beyond words to describe.
With regard to the theme
‘renewed church for a
renewed  society’ is
something very much fitting
for this age, especially this
year 2014 , because for me
this year is a special year,
because religiously we have
a Pope, energetic, vibrant,
innovative and all that one
can positively think of. A
wonderful Pope! He was
elected, appointed and
chosen in this year of 2014.
Also politically, whatever
may be the reason, but there
was some kind of change
bringing about by Kejeriwal,
but how long are they going
to be is not my concern; but
I believe that some
difference is being felt by all
the people. And in this time
to reflect on the theme
‘renewed church for a
renewed society’ is perfectly
suitable and fitting and apt
to the time and situation.
That the largest number of
bishops has come together
for CBCI shows that we are
all interested in and
enthusiastic about and
eagerly waiting for this
renewal; because unless we
renew from wus within
nothing is going to happen.
I don’t expect too many
things happening outside.
But I expect great things



could happen from and
through us the bishops. We
should be renewed and let we,
bishops take up this challenge
and responsibility of renewing
the church and surely the society
will be renewed. The theme was
wonderful; the sharing was so
fantastic and also apt to the
context. We could experience
the enthusiasm of our bishops,
because everyone will say we
should be transformed and we
should be renewed first then we
can see the difference. Once we
are able to a make a difference
in our life, automatically things
will be different. So greater
thrust was given to individual,
personal, change and then
gradually to the collective life
and that also begin from the
grass root. Let it sprout and grow
from the grass root. Not that we
impose but be with the people
and make them feel the urgency
of the situation, especially
renewal of the time. In this age
where there is so much of
Secularism, Consu-merism, and
individualistic approach we are
called to build up a community
of love, caring, sharing; that is
something beautiful.

Our theme was renewed
church for arenewed
society. What were the
thrusts of the CBCI in this
regard? According to you
what are the areas the
CBCl is asking us to focus
on?

I am proud to be called as
Kandamal bishop, because those
particular days when
persecutions took place I was
the bishop of Rourkela, just
another diocese in Orissa. I was
so intimately connected to this
tragic event, because my own
niece who is a nun was raped
during this persecution. My

family and I have undergone in the suffering. I am
proud to say today that my people, not even one, though
they were rumors and news that a lot of people have
gone and changed their faith and gone back to
Hinduism. It is not true because I know that not even
one has gone to Hindu faith. All of them invariably
continue to express their joy in remaining a Christian
and above all a Catholic. Today as I go around the
archdiocese, to all the villages especially in the corners
to bless the rebuilt churches, destroyed during
persecutions, I can see the enthusiasm of the people. As
the first local tribal bishop they all are very proud of
me and they say let us build a peaceful land for everyone
and those who perpetrated the persecutions they say to
me, we are sorry because we never realized what we
were doing, because we were given drugs and we have
done a great mistake by destroying our peaceful life and
coexistence. Today we ask pardon.

My people say, we have totally forgiven you, because
our Lord forgave all those who crucified Him
unconditionally. But one thing let us remain brothers
and sisters; we have to rebuild a beautiful Kandamal.
In this context, I on behalf of my people, my religious
and other thank everyone in Kerala. I have received a
great amount of generosity, great amount of donation,
contribution, prayer through which we became
strengthened, reinforced and have grown in
communion with the Lord and with one another and
that way whole world was with us in prayer. I must
thank everyone in Kerala. They have supported us
through their generosity and through prayer. My sincere
thanks to each one of you!

What is your message for the church in Kerala
especially the Malankara Catholic Church?

With regard to the Syro-Malankara Church, though I
am not very much familiar with, I met one of my priests
from Orissa working in Los Angeles. I was so happy
because when I know that he is working for the unity
of the Church and especially for the growth of the Syro
Malankara church, it was a great fascination for me. I
could find that there was no trace of difference in our
relationship, in our life style. Every family accepted me,
welcomed me and they were so joyous that I visited
them in their homes. People don’t keep any separation
between the rites. No matter the rite, if we are able to
live as brothers and able to build up the kingdom of
God then that is more beautiful. God bless.

(Archbishop John has studied with our Archbishop
in Pune. He is now mending the wounds and
injuries and divide caused at the time of the
persecution in Kandamal. The Church is sprouting
there.) °
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AN CATHOLIC BISHOPS' CONFERENCE OF
= 31% Plenary Assembly, Diocese of Palai, Kerala !

CBCI XXXI PLENARY ASSEMBLY,
February 05 - 12, 2014 - FINAL STATEMENT

Renewed Church for a Renewed Society —

Responding to the Call of Vatican Il

1. We, the 187 member-bishops of the Catholic Bishops’
Conference of India (CBCI), came together at the Alphonsian Pastoral
Institute, Palai in Kerala, the place sanctified by St. Alphonsa, from
February 5 -12, 2014, for the 31* Plenary Assembly. In continuation
of the 30" Plenary Assembly’s theme, Role of the Church for a Better
India, the Bishops deliberated, under the guidance of the Holy Spirit,
on the theme: “Renewed Church for a Renewed Society -
Responding to the Call of Vatican II”. On the 50" anniversary of
the Second Vatican Council (1962-1965), the CBCI Plenary Assembly
reflected on this theme in the light of the Second Vatican Council
documents in order to draw inspiration for her future course of life
and ministry. We took into account the reflections of the Catholic
Council of India which studied the same theme at its December 2013
annual meeting in Varanasi.

2. We first recalled the Church’s self-understanding, enshrined
in the Constitution on the Church, Lumen Gentium, as the pilgrim
People of God, a community rooted in a deep experience of the
Trinitarian God in Christ Jesus. Ad Gentes, reminds us that the
Church is a community with a mission to evangelize, to proclaim
the good news of Jesus to all, a mission entrusted to her by Jesus
and the Spirit. The Church exercises her mission in a world marked
by a tremendous imbalance: a few very rich and the vast majority
poor struggling to eke out a living. The Document on the Church

Fr. Joseph Chinnayyan in the Modern World, Gaudium et Spes impels the members of the
Deputy Secretary General&  Church to an involvement in the struggles of suffering humanity
Spokesperson, CBCI based on the principles of respect for the human person, solidarity
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and effective social dialogue to bridge the gap
between the rich and the poor. Finally, the
Council document on the Laity, Apostolicam
Actuositatem points out that the lay faithful,
who form the vast majority in this People of
God, have a specific role in society — that of
penetrating and perfecting the temporal order
in the spirit of the Gospel.

3. When we look at our country, we see
corruption plaguing every sphere of society.
In such a scenario, Church institutions must
be an example of transparency and probity.
Another phenomenon is that of internal
migration  which, while opening
opportunities to people, has torn the cultural
and religious moorings that sustained them.
Globalization too has brought in its wake
problems like prolonged working hours which
have disrupted family life. We witness the
trend to fundamentalism which seeks to dilute
the secular character of our nation. Against
this trend, we stand by the values upheld by
the Indian Constitution and appeal to
governments to respect these values.

4. The Church in India has tried to live up
to the vision of Vatican II. Several people have
been led to a deep experience of God through
reading the Word of God, through the
traditional practices of piety and through the
Charismatic Movement. In many places Small
Christian Communities, rooted in the Word
and Eucharist have been established. “These
communities are a sign of vitality within the
Church, an instrument of formation and

evangelization, and a solid starting point for
a new society based on a ‘civilization of love””
(Redemptoris Missio, 51). The Church has
worked for the uplift of the downtrodden. She
has been appreciated for the way she has
responded immediately to natural calamities,
for her unbiased outreach to the needy and
vulnerable sections of society. Participatory
structures have been established in several
regions, dioceses and parishes. The 2010 CBCI
Gender Policy has been hailed as a step in the
right direction. Youth have experienced
empowerment through training programs and
services.

5. However, there is still need for
improvement. The reflections of the Plenary
Assembly centred chiefly on seven areas:

5.i. Fostering God Experience: What is
needed is a deep experience of the Trinitarian
God drawing on the treasures of the Church
especially the Word and Sacraments. For this,
our liturgies have to be well prepared,
participative and meaningful. Hence, we have
decided to initiate a renewal in the celebration
of the liturgy so that it becomes an effective
means for Christ-centred God experience. We
bishops have to be ourselves Spirit-filled men
of God, giving priority to prayer and to the
Word of God, and helping our clergy and lay
faithful to become aware of God'’s presence and
activity in their lives. The God experience will
lead to an inner conversion made visible in
the simplicity of our lives, in our attitude of
love, compassion and forgiveness. Following
the example of Pope Francis, we will live a
genuinely simple, humble, welcoming and
outgoing life reaching out to all people. We
will so orient the formation of future priests
and religious that they enter the ministry with
an attitude of humility, ready to serve the poor
and marginalized of society.

5.ii. Addressing justice issues: The
experience of God will lead us to involvement
in and solidarity with the marginalized and
the exploited, those suffering from disabilities,
those living in the peripheries of economic,
cultural and social spheres. We will speak out
against all forms of injustice meted out to them
and we will defend their rights. We listened to
the call of Pope Francis urging us to “work to
eliminate the structural causes of poverty and
to promote the integral development of the
poor.” (Evangelii Gaudium, no. 188). We want
the Church to be truly a Church of the Poor.
We reaffirm our solidarity with the Dalits in
India who continue to be oppressed. The CBCI
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reiterates its resolve to struggle for equal
rights of Dalit Christians on par with their
counterparts in other religions. We will
continue the fight against the 1950
Presidential Order, which unjustly
discriminates against Dalit Christians and we
demand that the Government remove this 64
year injustice. Justice delayed is justice denied.
We also commit ourselves to rooting out all
forms of discrimination within the Church
and ensuring equal opportunities in
leadership roles for Dalit Christians.

5.ii. Ensuring for our lay faithful their
rightful place: Recognizing the God-given
talents and potentialities of the lay faithful,
we will, in the first place, listen more to their
voice. Hence, we commit ourselves to establish
Pastoral Councils in every diocese. We realize
that formation of the lay faithful is the need
of the hour. To this end, we commit
ourselves, as a priority, to initiate programmes
for lay formation to equip them to play their
role in the Church and society.

5.iv. Stamping out Discrimination
against Women. We commit ourselves to
strive for the equal dignity of and equal
opportunities for women, providing
especially equal opportunities for the
education of the girl child. We wholeheartedly
support the campaign against female foeticide
and domestic violence. In the face of
increasing sexual abuse and violence in
Indian society, we will do all in our power to
enforce discipline so as to ensure a secure
environment in our institutions for women
and children.

5.v.. Creating a Christian presence in
political and public life. We depend in a
special way on our youth, the future leaders
of the Church and society. As bishops we
realize much more needs to be done for them.
We want to embark on intensive programmes
for them to enter into the mainstream of
public life so as to ensure value-based politics.
Hence, we request every region to set up,
wherever possible, training centres to prepare
the youth for leadership roles in civic and
political life.

5.vi. Promoting Dialogue. India is home
to a rich variety of ancient cultures and
religions. The Church in India has to be a
Church in dialogue. We urge our lay faithful
to engage in the “dialogue of life”, mingling
with our brothers and sisters of other
religious traditions, greeting them on their
feast days and being with them in life’s
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vulnerable moments such as sickness and
death. Besides strengthening the already
existing Small Christian Communities, we will
seek to establish Basic Human Communities
which would be a powerful means for
communal peace and harmony.

5.vii. Safeguarding Ecology. The Bishops
re-affirm their commitment to the protection
of nature. We stand for sustainable
development of peoples and human ecology.
The CBCI Plenary Assembly shares the
apprehensions of people living in the Western
Ghats and in the areas affected by the 2011
Notification of the Ministry of Environment
on the Coastal Regulation Zone. We appeal to
the Union Government to protect the civic
rights of the inhabitants in areas adversely
affected by the proposals of the Madhav Gadgil
and Kasturirangan Reports. The CBCI also
shares the similar concerns of the tribal
population in Chhattisgarh, Odisha, Madhya
Pradesh and Jharkhand fast coming under
mining projects.

6. The road ahead of us is challenging. But
we count on the presence of the Risen Lord
who, through the power of His Spirit, “makes
all things new” (Rev. 21:5). All renewal is
always the work of the Spirit. We place our
efforts at renewing the Church in view of
renewing society in the hands of Mary, our
Mother, the Star of Evangelization. °
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