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In a mount adorned with green serene, :
Fld'\rirErs, big and smal! colourful blossom all around

Star knit veil, whole -head covered,

Pectoral cross ‘under snow whlte beard

Rabbinic gown, the body all covered
Lived the L_‘;@h@ly___sagge. n ...;_prayer and “love divine 1!

Years hundred back was born a chrld

On the banks of 'Mamma!a destmed great and holy.
The child grew up in. age and wrsdom st
Like Rising Sun in Malankara, r name 'Mar Severios'-

With the setting of the sun, darkness feared to creep in
Where the light of his life, sparkled holy and bright

Gave birth to “PUSHPAGIRI”, to serve the sick and suffering,
On the ’Little Flower Mount, where he trampled years long.

Here, priests, nuns and faithful, in the Lord’s service

Do work of divine charity, for the sick and sufféring,

We believe the sage’s blessings, will fall

Like Summer showers, on all the good work vyet to come.

- A. P. Pushpagiri
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REMENVMBERING A GEREAT BENEFATUTOR

The first time | met His Grace Mar
Severios was in or about the year 1838 when
ke came to Ayroor for the "Christ the King”
feast and celebrations. On that occasion,
he also presided over the Sunday School
Anniversary at the Lourde Ashramam, Ayroor.
It is worth mentioning here that in those
days all catholic children, both syro-Malabar
and syro Malankara, had common catechism
classes in the Lourde Ashramam under the
Carmelite fathers, as there was no regular
priests of the Thiruvalla diocese at St.Patrick’s
church, Ayroor. At the said Sunday school
anniversary meeting (! was at that time only
about 16 years) i made a small speech, which
I remember was learnt by heart and delivered
extempore. His Grace in his concluding re-
marks spoke a few words of encouragement
about my speech. Some time {ater when he
met my father, late Mr S. Thomas, he enquired
whether | would be interested to join the se-’
minary. Unfortunately at that time we were
not in a position to decide favourably. | have
atoned for it later by sponsoring a candidate
for priesthood at Bathery.

Tomy mind, His Grace Mar Severios was
at that time sent by God to redeem and
reactivate the Thiruvalla diocese, which was
then under Administrator's rule, due to the
iilness of His Grace Mar Theophiloss. The
way he faboured tirelessly day in and day out
~for the Church, as did St. Paul, instilled in my
mind worshipful admiration for him since
then. ' '

! will here recall only one instance 1o
show his deep concern and readiness to help
the not-so well placed of his people in what-
sver way he could- In the year 1941 when
World war | was on, | was one of the few
educated youths left unemployed at Ayroor.
Due to the war, there was no possibility of
going outside, either to Malayasia or Singa-
pore, where many of our people from Ayroor
‘and neighbouring areas had gone in search

of employment. Added to the pain of une-

C. T. SIMON, BANGALORE

mployment and war, there was acute econo-
mic depression. Life was really hard Suddenly
as a result of continued prayer and persever-
ence, and help from some well wishers, an
opportunity for a job. by opening a non-
departmental Anchal office (old Travancore
State postal service) at Thadiyoor, near
Ayroor, came my way- But there was a snag-
Being a non-departmental office, the promoter
of the proposed Anchal office had to furnish
a security deposit of Rs 350/-in favour of the
Superintendent of Anchal offices, and also
guarantee 2 minimum income of Rs. 50/ -per
month to mest staff salariess The sponsor
also had to provide building accommodation
and furniture for the office- Incidentally. the
salary of the Anchal Master wasonly Rs 10/-
per month, while the peons, who were from
the Department, got Rs 20/-each per month:

The question of furnishing the Cash se-
curity was baffling us, aswe had no money
for the same As a last resort, | was sent to
the Thiruvaila Bishop's House, which at that
time was the present old building near the
canteen of the Pushpagiri Hospital, 1o seek
some assistance- | presented my difficulties
to his Grace Mar Severios and craved his
help. He gave me a patient hearing, and
immediately called Mr- Philipose and instruc-
ted him to go.to the Thiruvalla Anchal office,
and transfer Rs 350/- in favour of the State
Anchal Superintendent, as security for the
proposed ThadiyoorAnchaloffice (Theamount
was refundableafterthree year) His grace also
said that all postage stamps etc required for
the Bishop’'s House can be supplied monthly
from Thadiyoor Anchal office whenever
required to make up the contracted income-

With his munificence as stated above,
| started the Thadiyoor Aanchal office in
1541 in a rented room in front of the N. M.~
S. High School, Thadiyoor, and continued
as the Anchal Master till the beginning of
1943 when | left the place for better prosp-
ects | always remained grateful to His
Grace for giving ms a startin life.
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“If you do not serve, you
injure others,

If you do, you injure
your self

lgnorance of this dile-
mma is the death of

_ ~ the soul,
Freedom from this dile-
mma is eternal life’’.
[Anthony De Mellow]
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Diocese of Tiruvalla
The Most Rev. Joseph Mar
Severios
Bishop of Tiruvalla
Marygiri
Tiravalla P. O.,S. India
2-12-1953
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To.
Rev. Deacon Kuriakose
Padinjaremannil
Apostolic Seminary
Alwaye
' Marygiri,
Tiruvalla

9th Jan. 54

My dearly beloved Sons,

I appreciate very much
your good wishes and pray-
ers. 1 have manv faults to
be atoned for. Very little
to observe a Jubilee except
the number of 25 years.

Your Prayers and Sacri-
fice wili help me. I thank
you all for the same. o

God bless you,
Mar Severios

To, My beloved Sons
in the Apostolic Seminary
Alwaye
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