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Appendix II
Vatican Approval for the Synodal Decision
of the Syro-Malabar Bishops regarding the

Celebration of the Holy Qurbana in Uniform Mode
in the Whole Church
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(Approval & Directives from Rome)

Congregatio Pro Ecclesiis Orientalibus

17-12-1999

Prot. N. 1796/99

(Free Translation from the Italian)

Your Excellency,

This Congregation has received your letter of 21 Nov. 1999 with

the text about the modifications in the celebration of Holy Qurbana,

unanimously approved by the Synod of the Syro-Malabar bishops

during the session of Nov. 15-20, 1999.

Considering the text as well as manner of the approval and the

desire of the Synod for a prompt and accurate promulgation of the

same, offers this Congregation the opportunity to appreciate

warmly this important decision.

This Dicastery has no objection to approve the decision taken,

which it considers an important stage in the awareness of the

identity of the Syro-Malabar Church and an important contribution

to the ecclesial communion, through a uniform pastoral practice.

The Enclosure gives some concrete directives for the correct

application of the proposal.

In order that the decision may have the desired effect it is

necessary that both in its promulgation and implementation the

entire Synod of Bishops, both collectively and individually, take

up the pastoral responsibility for a faithful and correct execution.

With sentiments of esteem and regard,

Yours very devotedly

(Achille Cardinal Silvestrini, Prefect)

(sd)

(M. Marusyn, Secretary)

             (sd)
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ENCLOSURE

1. The rubrics to be promulgated for the implementation of

this Synodal decision should be unmistakably explicit.

They should state clearly, as in the above mentioned

document, that during the Anaphora the priest faces East

(or the altar, i.e., with his back to the congregation, leading

the people in prayer while facing in the same direction

the people themselves are facing); and that the priest

begins to face in this direction (toward the altar and away

from the congregation) beginning with and including the

Prayer of accessus ad altare: “I give you thanks, my Father,

Lord of heaven and earth…” The priest remains facing in

this direction during the entire Anaphora, except of course

at those points where the traditional rubrics order him to

turn to the congregation for a greeting.

2. It should be noted that in churches which have restored

the once-traditional Bema in the centre of the nave, in the

midst of the congregation – and such a restoration would

certainly be desirable at least ad experimentum for

example in liturgical centres and seminary or monastic

chapels – then during the Liturgy of the Word the clergy

on the Bema would be seated in the midst of the people

and facing in the same direction as they, in the direction

of the lecterns for the readings of the Liturgy of the Word.

3. Furthermore, in churches so designed, it would be not be

necessary for the presiding priest to come to the Bema

for the concluding rites of the liturgy, which would be

celebrated from the front of the qestroma or sanctuary

platform, facing the people.
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