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”” At the conclusion of your adlimina visit, | wish to’
assure you again of the hearfelt affection and fraternal
esteem in which | hold the venerable Oriental Catholic
Churches present in India, the Syro-Malabar Church and
the Syro-Malankara Church. Your common origins go back
to the very beginnings of Christianity, to the preaching
of the glorious Apostle Thomas.........] extent a special
welcomé to Cyril Mar Basealios, recently appointed
Metropolitan Archbishop of Trivandrum of the Syro-
Malankara Church. In your person | greet the whole Syro-
Malankara Church, which so effectively blends fidelity to
its Oriental tradition with a vigorous commitment to the
apostolate. Present in our thoughts at this happy moment
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are the figures of two unforgettable Pastors, Mar lvanios,
who led you on the path of rediscovered full communion
with the See of Peter, and Mar Gregorios, who so wisely
directed the development of your Church. | am confident
that you will follow in their footsteps, guiding your
Church '"fortiter et suaviter’” (Cf. L'Osservatore Romano,
19 January 1996, P.5)
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MESSAGE FROM THE HOLY SEE

Read by H.G. Most Rev. Miroslav Stefan Marusyn,

Secretary to the Congregation for the Qriental Churches
on 14th December 1995.

Your Grace CYRIL MAR BASELIOS,

Most Reverend Pastor of the Syro-Malankara
Archdiocese of Trivandrum

and Presiding Hierarch of the Syro-Malankara
Metropolia in [India,

Your Excellencies and Venerable Brethren in the
episcopate, '

Reverend Fathers, and dear Brothers and Sisters -
in Christ:

I have come among you on this soiemn occasion, as
Representative of the Holy Roman See, anditis my privilege,
as well as my joy, to take part in the instalment of the
Archbishop Cyril Mar Baselios in the See of Trivandrum for
Syro-Malankara faithful, the third in a line of eminent
Pastors, in succession to the late-lamented Benedict Mar
Gregorios and Geevarghese Mar lvanios, of venerable .
memory. '

A deep emotion seizes my heart as | reflect on the
significance of my presence here in this, your beloved Indian
Motherland, which, thanks to the heroic preaching of your
Father in the Faith, Saint Thomas the Apostle, has had the
grace to be one of the original .cradle lands of Christianity. -
On this soil the seed of Christ has taken root, has faced the
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difficuities and trials inherent to its situation as “‘pusillus
grex-a tiny flock’’, has vigorously developed and made a
contribution to the cause of the Gospel which is nothing
less than prodigious.

Well may | exclaim, therefore, with the words of Saint
Paul: ‘"Blessed be God the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ,
who has blessed us with all the spiritual blessings of heaven
in Christ!”" (Eph. 1:3). And, indeed, among the spiritual
blessings that descend upon God's People from the Throne
of Grace, from the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, One
God, is the gift of a new Pastor and Archbishop, who is to
be considered "'the high priest of his flock’ (SC 41), ‘'Father
and pastor (...) to gather and mould the whole family of his
flock so that everyone, conscious of his own duties, may
live and work in the communion of love' (CD 16). Sublime
in his office, the bishop is sent to be a special sign
throughout the ages of the work of Christ the Eternal Pastor,
and that is why he is the instrument and touchstone of
ecclesial unity and hierarchical communion and why, in the
image of the same Lord Jesus, he stands in the midst of his
people as one who serves (cf. Lk 22: 26-27).

Your Grace, in your person | wish to greet the whole
Catholic community of the Syro-Malinkara Rite. 1In a
particular way, | greet the Most Reverend Bishops of your
venerable Oriental Church, the Reverend priests and.
seminarians, the men and women Religious, and all the
Laity-parents and children, the young, the old, the sick, all
of whom have eagerly awaited this nomination and joyously
welcome your pastoral leadership and your paternal solici-
tude, for they recognize in you their principal dispenser of
the mysteries of God, governor and promoter and guardian
of the entire liturgical life of the Church committed to you
(cf. CD 15): through your ministry they aspire to be ""of one
mind in prayer’” and ‘‘grow in grace and be faithful
witnesses to the Lord"” (ibid).

On behalf, and in the name, of His .Eminence Achilie -
Cardinal Silvestrini, Prefect of the Congregation for the
QOriental Churches, who regrets not having been able to be.
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present here today, | would like to assure you of the great
love that His Holiness Pope John Paul Il has for the Syro-
Malankara Catholic Church and its rich traditions of worship
and witness and service. It is the Holy Father’s conviction,
which the Oriental Congregation fully makes its own, that
your Church has a highly significant role to play in these
coming decades and in the third millennium of our era,
especially in the common endeavour for the reconstitution
of the unity of Christians, in faithful adherence to the
Conciliar doctrine and the principles of pastoral action
established by the Holy See.

On this happy day of your taking possession of the See
of Trivandrum for Syro-Malankara faithful, and as Your
Grace begins your ministry on behalf of God’s people in this
portion of the Lord’s flock, it is with renewed earnestness
and wonder that | recall an important truth enunciated by
the Second Ecumenical Vatican Council, that passage
where in it is said that: ‘"the Church shines forth as a people
made one with the unity of the Father, the Son, and the Holy
Spirit’”” (LG 4) What a challenge that represents for us
all I What a responsibility it imposes upon each one of us
but, sbove all, on the Bishop, not only to guard the deposit
of Chiristian doctrine but also to impregnate all our earthly
activities with the light of fhe great truths of our Holy Faith,
with the light of Christ and of the Gospel. When the treasure
Of God’s word is brought to bear relevantly on the life of
each member of the flock, when the people’s devotion is
truly inspired and illumined by the light of Christ, then "‘on
all men will be shed that radiance of his which brightens
the countenance of the Church’’ (LG 1).

It is the vocation of the Church to reflect the pure light
of Chiist: this is its primary task and mission, to proclaim
and show forth ““Christ-Lumen Gentium-Light of all nations"’,
For this purposz, "Christ summons the Church, as she goes
her pilgrim way, to that continual reformation of which she
always has need, insofar as she is an institution of men on
earth” (UR 6). This necessity of constant renewal in
unfaitering fidelity to the fullness of the apostolic faith,



54 qoeEle LR OO TR 1

this permanent call for '‘metanoia’’, for conversion and
holiness of life, is a guarantee of personal authenticity,
when we strive and struggle to conform our llves to that
which we proclaim with our lips. This does not diminish
man but, on the contrary, leads him to light, life and freedom
and to the perfection of joy: "By suffering for us He(Christ)
not only provided us with an example for our imitation; He
blazed a trail, and if we follow it, life and death are made
holy and take on a new meaning’’ (GS 22).

With these reflections | renew the assurance of prayers
and support for all Your Grac:'s apostolic labours: at the
‘head of this beloved portion of Christ’s flock, at the heart
of this local Keralese and national Indian community. In all
your efforts, you can count on the solidarity of the universal
:Church, ‘ :

, May the Lord of the harvest bless in a special way the
.presbyterium, the priests whom you are toregard as sons
and friends; the seminarians who are preparing to share with
vou, in love, and obedience, the pastoral charge; the men
and women religious who cooperate with you, by prayer and
service, in teaching and practising the ways of holiness and
of active mercy. Upon all those who direcily assist you in
the discharge of your episcopal office, and ""to all of you
_that are in Christ’” (1 Pet 5:14), | invoke God’s abundant
blessings, of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit. Amen.
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