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Fr. Yesudas: an extraordinarily ordinary person

John Christopher OIC

Any jubilee celebration is not just the celebration of the person who is completing a
milestone of twenty-five or fifty or seventy-five years of significance in the particular way of
life they have chosen; it is also the time to celebrate and exalt the graces which the Almighty
has showered upon that person and also to thank God for all the goodness that God has
manifested through that person. As Fr. Yesudas Kallampotta OIC is completing twenty-years
of his religious profession, let us also thank the Holy Trinity for being with Fr. Yesudas and
for making him an instrument of divine love, graces and gifts.

Religious life in Bethany Ashram is a counter culture and a much-needed corrective to
the world view of the present times wherein fame and popularity reign supreme. There is a
longing to be seen, to be heard, to stand out from the crowd —to be extraordinary. It is in this
milieu that religious life in the Order of the Imitation of Christ becomes challenging as the
charism of Bethany Ashram is to follow the footsteps of Jesus Christ — an extraordinarily
ordinary person — in his prayer and active life. When we thank God for Fr. Yesudas on his
Silver Jubilee of religious profession, it is also important to congratulate Fr. Yesudas for
courageously taking up this challenge — to follow and to emulate our Lord and God Jesus
Christ through a life of ordinariness, simplicity and dedication. By taking up this challenge,
this noble vocation, Fr. Yesudas is bearing witness to the infinite love and mercy of God and
is striving to tirelessly proclaim and profess the Word of God.

As we all know, the call to religious life is not just about the individual initiative of the
person who chooses this path of life. The initiative and the call come from God - "You did not
choose me, but | chose you” (Jn15:16). Even though the response comes from the free will
and individuality of the person, it is never a personal affair — every vocation has a
communitarian and social aspect. Family plays an important role in shaping and nurturing
the vocation of any religious. The family of Fr. Yesudas has a legacy of forming priests and
religious — his own uncle being a priest (Fr. Hormis) and his own elder sister being a nun
(Sr.Neetha SIC) are examples of this. Coming from a pious, devout and spiritually active
family, Fr. Yesudas also is blessed with a strong spiritual and Catholic faith foundation even
from his childhood. This foundation is well reflected in his spiritual, religious and ecclesial
life. It is also worth mentioning that he is the first fruit of the labours of Bethany fathers,
especially Fr. Francis Sales OIC, who worked diligently in the areas of Kanjiramkulam and
Pinkulam.
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It is said that Jesus went about doing good (Acts 10:38). True to the spirit of his master,
Fr. Yesudas also is a person who always joyfully lends a helping hand to his fellow beings.
Just as Jesus Christ reminds us to manifest the glory of God the Father through our good
words, thoughts and deeds, Fr. Yesudas joyfully spreads the love of God and bears witness to
the gospel through his helping mentality, kind words and attitudes. And as such, he is partaking
in the ministry of the Son of God who came to the world to “give life and give it in abundance”
(Jn 10:10).

As priest and a religious, Fr. Yesudas has worked as a pastor in various dioceses of the
Syro Malankara Catholic Church. Being a religious priest, he could leave a unique mark in the
parishes that he served. As a pastor, he strived to become the breath of God to the community,
the sweet whispering of hope and the vision of a church renewed and restored, as Pope
Francis has evangelized it, “a poor church for the sake of the poor” He always tries to be the
face of Christ who had a preferential option for the poor.

Fr. Yesudas is blessed with many talents — he is an artist and a dancer. He is also a
passionate learner who believes excellence in education is essential in the overall development
of the individual and the society. With this in mind, he pursues education with hard work
and determination and the many degrees he has secured is a great example for his passion
for life-long learning. This thirst for knowledge has helped him to contribute a lot in the
education ministry of Bethany Ashram, having worked in various educational institutions
managed by Bethany Navajeevan Province.

A religious exists in the community to proclaim to the world that God is with us. There
are many tasks that a religious priest must do. There is administration and leadership. There
is planning, direction and counselling. There are baptisms and weddings and all sorts of
reconciling moments to engage in. However, nothing identifies the priestly and religious
character of these actions better than being the presence of God, being the breath of God,
which gives life. And it is the sacred responsibility of a religious to manifest to the world
Jesus Christ — the perfect presence of God — a simple Jesus, an ordinary Christ — One whom
even the simplest person can imitate, the most ordinary person can bring once more to life
day by day, word by word, bread by bread, cup by cup. This is also my prayer and wish for Fr.
Yesudas OIC as he completes twenty-five years of religious life and look forward to many
more blessed years like this to come.

Fr. Yesudas, Bethany is proud of you and may the Almighty God shower you with
graces as you continue to the trace the footsteps of your Master and strive to share the
wonders of His love.

o
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International Theological Commission, Synodality in the Life and Mission of the Church, March 2, 2018,

https://www.vatican.va/roman_curia/congregations/cfaith/cti_documents/rc_cti_ 20180302_
sinodalita_en.html Hereby abbreiviated as ITC)

2Pope Francis, Ceremony Commemorating the 50th Anniversary of the Institution of the Synod of Bishops,
October

17, 2015, https://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/speeches/2015/october/documents/
papafrancesco_20151017_50-anniversario-sinodo.html

*International Theological Commission documents (hereby abbreviated as ITC), Synodality, 6, 47,
70, 77,108, 1009.

“ITC, Synodality, 108. climodmilaS ag)am@ 80} avm0avave0omled mloanildacsm qvew)o,
@oall (alAUBEmMEBe8 2)MBEal0g MVENMMIMES (aldomMeBUWB MIBC3UWENMM DIM®
(B2106maoem. ail. &)3mnIom e (B1e @20 R1almeeweilss aldl. allmoal @p(@ao(@o
(alowomMyo HLiafllee)am) agyamy aflaiem.

SLiturgical Catechesis. Kindly refer the liturgical catechetical movements in modern era initiated by Gabriel
Parsch and Tom Odo Castel in the west

¢Cf: Can. 76781, CCEO
Cf: Can. 766, CCEO
81TC, Synodality, 10
°ITC, Synodality, 112

10 International Theological Commission, SensusFidei in the Life of the Church, June 2014, 90, https://
www.vatican.va/roman_curia/congregations/cfaith/cti_documents/rc_cti_20140610_sensus-fidei_en.html.

1 ITC, Synodality, 121
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BVP NEWS

Fr. Berchmans’ Memorial Lecture: BVP paid special homage to her founding father
Dr. John Berchmans OIC who expired on 9™ September 2018, and BVP conducted the second
memorial lecture in honour of him on 26" November 2022. It was started with a Bhajan
Service led by the students. The theme of the lecture was ‘Growing in faith by looking at the
marvels of creation.” The lecture was given by Dr. Cherian Panicker, a renowned naturalist
and the author of the book ‘God’s Signature Tampered: A Journey from Perfection to
Imperfection. The Seminar was attended by the youth and lay people from the nearby parishes
and the campus houses.

VIt BVP InternationlColloquium: The VI BVP International Theological Colloquium was
conducted at Bethany Ashram from 6™ to 8™ January 2023. The theme taken for the colloquium
was “Sainthood in the Oriental Tradition: With Reference to the Servant of God
Archbishop Mar Ivanios.” There were 95 participants altogether in the colloquium. The
colloquium comprised of six academic sessions with 15 scientific papers including the Key-
note address and presented by resource persons and experts from different universities from
India and abroad. Abstracts of the VI BVP Colloquium were published and distributed at
the venue of the Colloquium and the process is underway for the publication of the final
papers of the colloquium.

BBS Text -The Life-Giving Word: The Malayalam Text book for the Bethany Bible Studies
(BBS) was prepared and published by BVP. The theme presented for BBS 2022-2023 is “The
Life based on Scripture” and the title given to the text is “The Life-Giving Word.” The same
text will be translated into English and will be used for the purpose of BBS in the diocese of
Gurugaon-New Delhi and the diocese of Khadki-Pune during the Diwali holidays, 2023.
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