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EDITORIAL

The months of July and August 2018 witnessed dreadful
floods and devastating landslides in Kerala unprecedented for al-
most a century. Hundreds lost their lives and thousands lost their
houses, crops and livestock in the fury of the flood waters and the
landslides. The incessant rains and the simultaneous opening of
the Dams caused widespread damage to hundreds of thousands of
people across Kerala. Although the floods caused a severe trau-
matic situation in Kerala, it also gave rise to the efflorescence of
basic human values which are still alive in the population. The
Government of Kerala, the Church and many NGO’s rushed to
the scene of calamity and engaged themselves in the rescue and
relief operations. The ever-shining example of the fishermen in
the rescue operations with their fishing boats remain a strong wit-
ness of genuine Christian compassion for the suffering, irrespec-
tive of caste and creed.

The Church, as in all similar situations, was in the forefront
of the rescue operations and the relief and rehabilitation work that
followed it. It has made an indelible impression in the hearts and
minds of those who suffered due to the floods and landslides, and
were touched by the loving hands of the Church that rushed to
their rescue. The Bishops of the Syro-Malabar Church preferred
rather to spend their time fully with the victims of flood and land-
slides than to engage in discussions on important issues that affect
the Church and Society in general. So the two week long Synodal
Session scheduled to be held from 20 to 31 August 2018 was can-
celled and an additional week of Synodal Session was planned for
the January Session of the Synod in 2019.

The year that passed did present some happy moments also
to the Syro-Malabar Church. The Silver Jubilee celebration of the
Major Archiepiscopal Status of the Syro-Malabar Church was one
such occasion. The celebration was simple but elegant with the



participation of a number of great dignitaries that included His Be-
atitude Raphaél I Sako, Patriarch of the Chaldean Church, along
with Msgr. Yousif Thomas, Archbishop of Kirkuk—Sulaimaniya,
Msgr. Habib Jajou, Archbishop of Basra & Southern Iraq, Msgr.
Basel Yaldo, Auxiliary Bishop — Baghdad, and His Excellency
Giambattista Diquattro, Apostolic Nuncio, His Beatitude Baselios
Mar Cleemis, Major Archbishop of the Syro-Malankara Church,
Archbishop Cyril Vasil and Mons Lorenzo Lorusso, Secretary
and Under Secretary respectively, of the Congregation for the
Oriental Churches, Archbishop Francis Kallarackal, Archbishop
Emeritus, Verapoly, His Excellency Dimitrios Salachas, Exarch
Emeritus of the Greek Catholic Church, Mons Pascal Gollnisch,
the Director General of 1’Ouevre d’Orient who left early leaving
Mr. Dominique Blétry, Chargé d’Affaires, to represent him. The
jubilee celebration signified a double joy — that of the Syro-Ma-
labar Church having been elevated to the Major Archiepiscopal
Status as well as having been granted on 9 October 2017 the right
for pastoral care and evangelization all over India. The Jubilee
celebration was an event to motivate the Syro-Malabar faithful to
take up the new challenges placed before them both in the Church
and in the world.

As the August Session of Synod was cancelled, this issue of
Synodal News contains only documents relating to XX VI Synod
(2018), Session 1, held from 8-13 January 2018. It also includes
documents relating to the appointment of Bishop John Nellikkun-
nel as Bishop of Idukki and Bishop James Athikalam MST as
Bishop of Sagar and more significantly that of the appointment
of Bishop Jacob Manathodath, the Bishop of Palghat, as the Ap-
ostolic Administrator sede plena of the Archeparchy of Ernaku-
lam-Angamaly. Besides, there are Pastoral Letters and Circulars,
and other usual items in this issue. It is hoped that these items will
help the readers to be informed of the major events and discus-
sions in the Synod of the Bishops of the Syro-Malabar Church.
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XXVI Synod (2018)
Session 1

8-13 January 2018



XXVI SYNOD (2018) SESSION 1
8-13 JANUARY 2018

INAUGURAL ADDRESS
OF THE MAJOR ARCHBISHOP

My dear Brother Archbishops and Bishops,
Praise be to Jesus Christ!

Cordial welcome to all of you to the present Session of the
Synod!

Having solemnly celebrated the Feasts of Christmas and De-
naha we have assembled here for the First Session of the XXVI
Synod. The year 2018 has dawned filling our hearts with joy and
hope for a better world.The trials and tribulations that we face in
our leadership ministry are occasions for us to more closely fol-
low the footsteps of our master Jesus Christ who has said: “In the
world you have tribulation; but be of good cheer, I have overcome
the world.” (Jn.16:33).

The Spiritual reflections given by Archbishop Mathew Mool-
akatt OSB have helped us to enter into the Synod with freshness
of mind and spirit. The reflections on the growth of the Syro- Ma-
labar church from a Conference to a Synod and the risks and chal-
lenges that are before the Syro-Malabar Church having obtained
the jurisdiction all over India were enlightening to us. I thank
Archbishop Mathew Moolakkatt for his thoughtful reflections.

This Session of the Synod is very special due to various
reasons. First of all, we have four new Bishops: Joseph Pamp-
lany, Sebastian Vaniyapurackal, Tony Neelankavil and Sebastian
Pozholiparambil, ordained in the past few months, who are at-
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tending the Synod for the first time, as full members of the Syn-
od.I welcome them most cordially to this Synod.With these four
newly ordained, the total number of our Bishops has gone up to
62.

The announcement of Bishop Joseph Pamplany as the Auxil-
iary Bishop of Tellicherry, Bishop Tony Neelankavil as the Aux-
iliary Bishop of Trichur and Bishop Sebastian Vaniyapurackal as
Curia Bishop took place during the August 2017 Session of the
Synod. It was later on the 9th October 2017 the glad news of the
erection of the Eparchies of Hosur in Tamilnadu and Shamshabad
in Telangana and the appointment of Bishop Sebastian Pozho-
liparambil and Bishop Raphael Thattil respectively as Bishops of
these new Episcopal Sees were announced.

The inauguration of the new eparchy of Hosur, Episcopal
Ordination and Installation of Bishop Sebastian Pozholiparambil
were held at St. Anthony’s Church, Noothenchery on 22 Novem-
ber 2017. I take this occasion to recall the heroic decision of late
Bishop James Pazhayattil to take up the Chennai Mission entrust-
ed to the Eparchy of Irinjalakuda by the Syro-Malabar Bishops
Conference in 1983. His farsightedness and hard work in devel-
oping it by supplying many priests, both eparchial and religious
and coordinating the laity of the place is to be ever gratefully
remembered. I thank also Bishop Pauly Kannookadan for the ef-
ficient leadership he has given to the Chennai Mission up to the
formation of the Eparchy of Hosur.

The inauguration of the Eparchy of Shamshabad and the In-
stallation of Bishop Raphael Thattil as its first Bishop took place
just yesterday. Bishop Thattil has been very actively working as
the Apostolic Visitator for the Syro-Malabar Migrant Faithful re-
siding outside the then existing Eparchies in India, for the last four
years. | appreciate his dedication and apostolic fervour and wish
him God’s blessings as Bishop of Shamshabad. His hardworking
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collaborators also deserve our appreciation and admiration. I also
sincerely acknowledge the initial steps taken by Bishop Gratian
Mundadan CMI during his term as the Apostolic Visitator. The
service of Bishop Gregory Karotemprel CMI and Bishop Sebas-
tian Vadakel MST in this regard is also worth mentioning.

The extension of the territory of the Eparchies of Thucka-
lay and Ramanathapuram in Tamilnadu also is a matter of joy.
Now our Church is authorized to look after the pastoral care of
all the Syro-Malabar Faithful all over India. Let us be thankful to
the Holy Father and the Congregation for the Oriental Churches
in Rome for these new provisions. Let us not forget that the All
India Jurisdiction entails also the responsibility on us for an all
India missionary challenge.

The Beatification of Sr Rani Maria Vattalil in Indore on 4th
November 2017 was a unique event which was well attended by
thousands of people. The Beatification celebrations in St. Mary’s
Basilica, Ernakulam and in St. Thomas church Pulluvazhy were
also very solemn with the participation of a large number of
faithful. Let us thank God for the valuable gifts of the Saints and
Blesseds of our Church!

My prayerful best wishes and congratulations to Bishops Ja-
cob Muricken and Tony Neelankavil who have entered the Silver
Jubilee Year of their priestly ordination!

On the final day of this Session of the Synod we will have a
solemn gathering with the esteemed presence of many ecclesiasti-
cal dignitaries to celebrate the conclusion of the Silver Jubilee of
the Major Archiepiscopal Status of our church. Archbishop Cyril
Vasil, Secretary of the Congregation for the Oriental Churches
along with Father Lorenzo Lorusso, the Under Secretary, has al-
ready arrived and was present for the Installation ceremony in
Shamshabad. After visiting a few mission stations of our Church,
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they will reach here on 12th. The Chaldean Catholic Patriarch
His Beatitude Louis Raphaél Sako, along with three Bishops
from that Church will arrive on 11th. We have decided to invite
them particularly to show our solidarity and fraternal affection to
this church which suffers a lot from religious persecutions. Apart
from our words of consolation we will also be assisting them with
a contribution collected from all our eparchies.

During the post- Christmas days our Church was blessed with
230 new Priests. On 11 December 2017 there was a meeting of
the Deacons organized by the Commission for Clergy. 145 Dea-
cons participated. The sharing of the participants and the panel
discussion with the help of a few laymen were found to be very
fruitful. The same Commission organized also the meeting of the
priests of our church who celebrate Silver and Golden Jubilee of
their priestly ordination. The sharing of the Jubilarians was found
to be very useful and some of them could be matters for the con-
sideration of the Synod. I appreciate the Commission for Clergy
for the conduct of these important meetings.

Let us now call to mind the hardships and sufferings caused
to Kerala’s fishermen community in the Ockhi cyclone that rav-
aged the coastal belt on November 30. The KCBC in its Decem-
ber Session had detailed discussions in this regard and has taken
much practical steps to help the suffering of the coastal region. I
am happy to acknowledge that all our Eparchies, Religious Con-
gregations and various organizations came forward to cooperate
with the relief activities.

I cannot pass my thoughts at the beginning of the session
without mentioning the sufferings and challenges of our people
in the Northern eparchies of India. Recently as you know we
had very painful attacks on our priests and the religious in the
eparchies of Sagar and Satna. The situation in Sagar is still in tur-
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moil. Similar challenges are there in certain other eparchies also,
especially Jagdalpur. Days are ahead when we may have to face
further difficulties in the process of Evangelization.

It was a unique experience for me to be in Bangladesh during
the Papal Visit from 30 November to 2 December 2017. I was
given chance to give a reflection for seven minutes on Gospel
passage Luke 22:24-30 in the Cathedral gathering on 1 December
afternoon prior to his audience with the dignitaries and represent-
atives of the Church in Bangladesh. Cardinal Patrick D’Rozario,
Archbishop of Dhaka and Archbishop George Kocherry, the
Apostolic Nuncio in Bangladesh excellently organized the pro-
grammes of the Papal Visit.

The Synod on Youth with the topic Young People, the Faith
and Vocational Discernment is scheduled to be conducted in the
month of October this year. Two youth representatives from our
Church will be taking part in the pre-synodal meeting scheduled
to be held from March 19-24, 2018. We will have to elect two
members from our Synod to participate in the Synod of Bishops
in Rome from 3-28 October 2018.The KCBC has declared 2018
as Youth year. And the eparchies in Kerala have to co-operate
with this venture in order to make the Youth year fruitful and
effective.

The Catholica Congress has got its new office bearers who
have started functioning with increased vigour and enthusiasm
with renewed promise to be faithful Christian witnesses in the
Church and in the society. Let us all encourage and promote our
Laity who has come forward to stand for the causes of the Church.

The cry of the remaining migrant faithful from different re-
gions of the world, especially from the Gulf countries, reaches
us every now and then. Let us continue to strive for the rightful
provisions for them so that we will be able to provide our people
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in those countries due pastoral care according to our ecclesial tra-
ditions.

Every Synodal session is an ecclesial act in which the cele-
brations of the Holy Qurbana, the Liturgy of the Hours, person-
al prayer, deliberations and decisions in the Synodal sittings and
other related activities remind us of the spiritual leadership that
we exercise in the Church and the Society. The Church, born by
the power of the Holy Spirit, is empowering us in all our eccle-
sial activities. Let every act of the Synod be led by this guiding
principle and let us be instruments in the hands of the Holy Spir-
it. May our prayers during the days of the Synod bring upon us
God’s blessings and let us enter the Synod invoking the media-
tion of Holy Mary, Mother of Christ, St. Thomas our Apostle, St.
Geevarghese and all the Saints of the Church, especially St. Al-
phonsa, St. Kuriakose Elias Chavara, St. Euphrasia Eluvathingal,
St. Mother Teresa of Calcutta, Blessed Mariam Thresia, Blessed
Kunjachan Theverparampil and Blessed Martyr Rani Maria.

With these words I declare the First Session of the XXVI
Synod 2018 open.

Mount St. Thomas, Kakkanad George Cardinal Alencherry
8 January 2018 Major Archbishop of the Syro-Malabar Church
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XXVI SYNOD (2018), SESSION 1
08 - 13 JANUARY 2018

REPORT

The XXVI Synod (2018), Session 1 began with a recollection
preached by Archbishop Mathew Moolakkatt OSB, at 10.00 a.m.,
followed by personal prayer for some time and Holy Qurbana of
the Bishops with the Major Archbishop George Alencherry being
the main celebrant. The formal sitting of the Synod began at 2.30
p.m. with prayer by the Major Archbishop after which he pro-
ceeded with the inaugural address.

The Formal Inauguration of the Synod: In his inaugural
address after lighting the lamp, the Major Archbishop thanked
Archbishop Mathew Moolakkatt OSB for his enlightening reflec-
tions on the growth of the Syro- Malabar Church from a Con-
ference to a Synod and the risks and challenges that are before
the Syro-Malabar Church after having obtained the jurisdiction
all over India.The Major Archbishop welcomed the four new
Bishops: Joseph Pamplany, Sebastian Vaniyapurackal, Tony Nee-
lankavil, and Sebastian Pozholiparambil who attend the Synod
for the first time as full members of the Synod. He congratulated
Bishop Jacob Muricken and Bishop Tony Neelankavil who have
entered into the Silver Jubilee year of their priestly ordination. He
also made reference to the Silver Jubilee Celebration of the Major
Archiepiscopal Status of the Syro- Malabar Church to be held on
the final day of this session of the Synod.

The Major Archbishop recalled with gratitude the efficient
leadership the late Bishop James Pazhayattil and Bishop Pau-
ly Kannookadan have given for Chennai Mission which finally
led to the formation of the eparchy of Hosur. While appreciat-
ing the dedication and the Apostolic fervor of Bishop Raphael
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Thattil,who was working as the Apostolic Visitator for the Syro-
Malabar Migrant faithful residing outside the existing eparchies
in India for the last four years, the Major Archbishop extended
Bishop Thattil all the best in his ministry as the first Bishop of
Shamshabad. He acknowledged also the initial steps taken by
Bishop Gratian Mundadan CMI during his term as the Apostolic
Visitator. He reminded the Synod of our responsibility for the
All India Missionary challenge as we are now authorized to look
after the pastoral care of our Syro- Malabar faithful all over India.
He mentioned also the sufferings and challenges of our people
of the Northern Eparchies of our country especially Sagar, Satna
and Jagdalpur. The Major Archbishop reminded the Synod also
of our duty to continue to strive for the rightful canonical provi-
sions for the pastoral care of the remaining migrant faithful from
different regions of the World especially in the Gulf countries.

The Major Archbishop invited the Synod to thank God for
having raised Sr. Rani Maria to the honours of the altar. He ac-
knowledged the co-operation extended by all our eparchies and
religious congregations in organizing relief activities for the Ock-
hi Cyclone affected fishermen community of Kerala and Tamil
Nadu.

It was a matter of recognition for our Church that the Ma-
jor Archbishop was invited to Bangladesh during the Papal Visit
and to give a reflection on the Gospel reading of Luke 22:24-30.
The Major Archbishop made reference to the Synod of Bishops
in Rome in October 2018 in which two Bishops will represent the
Synod. Two youth representatives will take part in the Pre-Synod-
al meeting in March 2018.

Recalling the fact that every Synodal Session is an ecclesias-
tical act guided by the Holy Spirit and invoking blessings of God,
he declared the first Session of the XX VI Synod, 2018 open.

Participants: The following members were present for the
current session of the Synod: Major Archbishop George Alencher-
ry, Abp. Mathew Moolakkatt OSB (Kottayam), Abp. Andrews
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Thazhath (Trichur), Abp. Joseph Perumthottam (Changanacher-
ry), Abp. George Njaralakkatt (Tellicherry), Abp. Kuriakose
Bharanikulangara (Faridabad), Abp. Jacob Thoomkuzhy (Emer-
itus, Trichur), Abp. George Valiamattam (Archbishop Emeritus,
Tellichery), Bp. Joseph Pallikkaparampil (Emeritus, Palai), Bp.
Gratian Mundadan CMI (Emeritus, Bijnor) Bp. Joseph Pas-
tor Neelankavail CMI (Emeritus, Sagar), Bp. Thomas Chakiath
(Emeritus Auxiliary, Ernakulam-Angamaly), Bp. Jacob Mana-
thodath (Palghat), Bp. Simon Stock Palathra CMI (Emeritus,
Jagdalpur), Bp.Thomas Elavanal MCBS (Kalyan), Bp. Sebastian
Vadakel MST (Ujjain), Bp. Lawrence Mukkuzhy (Belthangady),
Bp. Joseph Kunnath CMI (Emeritus Adilabad), Bp. Mathew
Vaniakizhakel V.C (Emeritus, Satna), Bp. Mathew Arackal
(Kanjirapally), Bp. Jacob Angadiath (Chicago), Bp. Sebastian
Adayanthrath (Auxiliary, Ernakulam Angamaly), Bp. Mathew
Anikuzhikattil (Idukki), Bp. Joseph Kallarangatt (Palai), Bp. Jose
Porunnedom (Mananthavady), Bp. Anthony Chirayath (Sagar),
Bp. Thomas Thuruthimattam CST (Gorakhpur), Bp. Joseph
Pandarasseril (Auxiliary, Kottayam), Bp. Joseph Arumachadath
MCBS (Bhadravathi), Bp. John Vadakel CMI (Bijnor), Bp. Bo-
sco Puthur (Melbourne), Bp. Remigiose Inchananiyil (Thamar-
assery), Bp. Raphael Thattil (Shamshabad), Bp. Paul Alappatt
(Ramanathapuram), Bp. Pauly Kannookadan (Irinjalakuda),
Bp. Jose Chittooparambil CMI (Rajkot), Bp. George Rajendran
SDB (Thuckalay), Bp. Jacob Muricken (Auxiliary, Palai), Bp.
George Madathikandathil (Kothamangalam), Bp. Joseph Kol-
lamparampil CMI(Jagdalpur), Bp. Jose Puthenveettil (Auxiliary
Ernakulam-Angamaly), Bp. Joy Alappatt (Auxiliary, Chicago),
Bp. Ephrem Nariculam (Chanda), Bp. Joseph Kodakallil (Satna),
Bp. Jose Kalluvelil (Exarch, Canada), Bp. Antony Kariyil CMI
(Mandya), Bp. Prince Antony Panengadan (Adilabad), Bp. Jose
Pulickal (Auxiliary, Kanjirapally), Bp. Joseph Srampickal (Great
Britain), Bp. Stephen Chirappanath (Apostolic Visitator, Europe),
Bp. Thomas Tharayil (Auxiliary, Changanacherry), Bp. Joseph
Pamplany (Auxiliary, Tellicherry), Bp. Sebastian Vaniyapurackal
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(Curia Bishop), Bp. Tony Neelankavil (Auxiliary, Trichur), and
Bp. Sebastian Pozholiparambil (Hosur).

Office Bearers for the Present Session of the Synod: The
Synod approved the designation of the following persons to the
various offices and committees for the conduct of the present ses-
sion:

Moderators: Bishop Pauly Kannookadan (Convener), Bish-
op Jose Chittooparambil CMI and Bishop George Madathikan-
dathil.

Tellers: Bishop Sebastian Vaniyapurackal, Bishop Tony Nee-
lankavil and Bishop Sebastian Pozholiparambil.

Committee for the Media: Archbishop Mathew Moolakkatt
OSB (Convener), Bishop Raphael Thattil and Bishop Sebastian
Adayanthrath.

Committee for the Pastoral Circular: Archbishop Kuri-
akose Bharanikulangara (Convener), Bishop Remigiose In-
chananiyil and Bishop Antony Kariyil CMI.

Liturgical Celebrations: Bishop Pauly Kannookadan.

Review of the Decisions of the Previous Synod: Bishop
Antony Kariyil CMI, the Secretary of the Synod, read out the
decisions of the previous Synod held in August 2017. The Synod
reviewed the implementation of the first fifty decisions. The re-
maining decisions will be reviewed in a later sitting of the present
Synod. Regarding the first decision, it was decided to continue
the Committee to make a representation to the Apostolic See to
amend the constitution of Jesus Youth with Bishop Raphael That-
til as the convener, and Bishop Joseph Kallarangatt and Bishop
Pauly Kannookadan, Members. In a later sitting, the Synod con-
tinued with the review of the remaining decisions of the previous
Synod. Archbishop Andrews Thazhath suggested and the Synod
agreed to invite Rev. Fr. Mathew Illathuparambil, Rector, St. Jo-
seph’s Pontifical Seminary Aluva, who has summarized the re-
ports from various seminaries, to be present in the discussion on
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the evaluation of the present system of philosophy after college
study and the proposal to integrate MA programme of IGNOU.

Leave of Absence: The Synod granted leave of absence to
a few Bishops from certain sittings of the present Session of the
Synod for various reasons.

Finalizing the Agenda: The Secretary read out the provi-
sional agenda and the Synod approved it, with a few additional
items: 1) Sharing by Bishop Raphael Thattil on the new eparchy
of Shamshabad 2) Line of action after the extension of territories
of the eparchies of Thuckalay and Ramanathapuram 3) Plenary
Assembly of the CBCI and election of the office bearers 4) Pro-
gramme of the Silver Jubilee Celebrations of the Major Archi-
episcopal Status 5) Sharing on the Procura by Bishop Stephen
Chirappanath. With these additional items, the finalized agenda
consisted of the following items:

1. Election to the Office of the Bishop of Idukki.

2. Jesuits’ service in the Syro-Malabar Eparchies.
3. Existential Problems of the Farmers.
4

Letter of Bishop Gregory Karotemprel CMI regarding the
challenges to be addressed as the Syro-Malabar Church ob-
tains All India Jurisdiction.

v

Evangelizing Mission of the Syro-Malabar Church today.

6. Regarding Revisione delle Finanze, letter from Congregation
for Oriental Churches.

7. Election of bishops for the Synod of Bishops in Rome 2-28
October 2018.

8. Marth Mariam Forane Church, Kuravilangadu- conferring
suitable title for the church.

9. Letter of Mar Mathew Moolakkatt OSB on the pastoral care
of Knanaya Catholics outside the proper territory and the re-
ply of the Congregation for the Oriental Churches.



10.

11.
12.

13.
14.

15.
16.

17.

18.

19.

20.
21.

22.

23.

24.

19
Request for special Train from Kerala for Feast of Blessed
Rani Maria in Indore.
Pastoral care of Syro-Malabar faithful in the Arabian Gulf.

Vescovi I’emeriti- Letter from Oriental Congregation- request
for report on their conditions.

Modified version of the Guidelines for Vocation Promotion.

Report of the meeting of Psychologists regarding Seminary
Formation.

Cause of Canonization of Mgr. Joseph Kandathil.

Preparing Catechists or Evangelists for the Missions of
Syro-Malabar Church.

Fund raising programme for the construction of the St Thom-
as Heritage and Research Centre.

The revised format for the presentation of reports of Semi-
naries by the Rectors.

Presentation of the report by the Seminary Commissions on
the evaluation of 1) the present system of philosophy after
college study and 2) the proposal to integrate MA programme
of IGNOU with the two year philosophy study.

Suitable Titles for Social Workers and Missionaries (Priests).

Norms for conferring special titles to certain parish Churches
or pilgrim centre.

Format of the document for the Seminarians regarding the
Code of Conduct on Safe Environment Programme.

Policy with norms regarding the Safe Environment Pro-
gramme for the personnel in the eparchies/eparchial institu-
tions.

Format for the Testimonial Letter/Good Conduct Certificate
regarding priests, to be signed by the eparchial bishop.
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25. Consolidated report of the eparchies on the discussion of the
proposals of the report of the meeting of Forane Vicars with
the observations of the Synod.

26. Sharing by Bishop Raphael Thattil on the new eparchy of
Shamshabad.

27. Line of action after the extension of territories of the eparchies
of Thuckalay and Ramanathapuram.

28. Plenary Assembly of the CBCI and election of the office
bearers.

29. Programme of the Silver Jubilee Celebrations of the Major
Archiepiscopal Status.

30. Sharing on the Procura.

Silver Jubilee Celebration: Bishop Lawrence Mukkuzhy
drew the attention of the Bishops to the need of expressing our
gratitude to all those who have played decisive role in making All
India Jurisdiction of our Church a reality. The Major Archbishop
informed the Synod that he has already sent letters to the Holy
Father and to the Congregations thanking them for the realization
of this long cherished dream of our Church. He also added that
during the Holy Qurbana on 13 January, we shall thank the Lord
for this blessing. As per the request of the Major Archbishop,
Fr. Antony Kollannur, the Chancellor, read out the detailed pro-
gramme of the Silver Jubilee Celebration of the Syro- Malabar
Major Archiepiscopal Status, to be held on 13th of January. He
also read out the list of the chief guests and the special invitees
for the function. It was suggested to invite also Dr Paul Antony,
the new Chief Secretary of Kerala. There was a proposal to in-
clude the President of SMYM in the list of those felicitating on
the occasion.

Election for the Office of Bishop of the Eparchy of Idukki:
The Synod took appropriate decision on the matter.

Election of the Representatives for the Synod of Bishops
(2018) in Rome: After a brief discussion on the directive from
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the Secretariat of the Synod, the synod took appropriate decision
on the matter.

Forthcoming CBCI Plenary Assembly: A discussion was
made with regard to election/appointment of office bearers of
CBCI. It was suggested that each Bishop write to the CBCI Sec-
retariat his proposal in this regard. Archbishop Andrews Thazhath
gave a briefing about the theme of the forthcoming CBCI Plenary
meeting, namely ‘United in Diversity for a Mission of Mercy and
Witness’ based on Mathew 28:20.

Farmers’ Issue: Bishop Jacob Muricken briefed the Synod
on the serious problems that the farmers face due to the attack of
wild animals. He said that the existing laws in the country envis-
age only the protection of animals and they do not take required
measures for the life and property of the people. He suggested
constituting an expert committee to study the issue and make rep-
resentation to the Government on behalf of the farmers. In the
discussion that followed many Bishops, especially those from
the areas where the problem is more acute, intervened. Bish-
op Mathew Arackal proposed bio-fencing and organic farming
as its solutions. Bishop Thomas Chakiath spoke about a study
on the wild life attack and paper reports on them and presenting
them to the Human Rights Commission who will file a case in
the Supreme Court which will demand an explanation from the
Government. Bishop Joseph Pamplany emphasized the need of
conscientizing the general public on the hapless situation of the
farmers and get the leaders of the civic society actively involved
in making the pleas of the farmers heard by the Government.
Some others suggested mobilizing the farmers under the banner
of Catholica Congress or INFARM. Many were of the opinion
that INFARM could be a better forum since the people from other
religions can also be part of this movement. Finally it was decid-
ed to propose a day of protest under the auspices of INFARM,
Catholica Congress and all farmers’ movements to pressurize the
Government to take measures to protect the life and property of
the people from the attack of wild animals.
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Request to Initiate the Cause of Msgr. Joseph Kandathil:
The Major Archbishop presented the request of Sr. Sebastina
Mary ASMI to obtain the favourable opinion from the part of the
Synod to initiate the Cause of Msgr. Joseph Kandathil, the found-
er of the Congregation of Assisi Sisters of Mary Immaculate, who
is also known as the Damien of Kerala. The Major Archbishop
briefed the Synod on the heroic and exemplary life and activi-
ties of Msgr. Kandathil. Finally the Synod decided to entrust the
Committee for Canonical Questions to study the case and present
its opinion in the following session of the Synod.

Follow up of the All India Jurisdiction: In the context of
the extension of the eparchies of Ramanathapuram and Thuck-
alay, Bishop Paul Alappatt and Bishop George Rajendran SDB
drew the attention of the Synod to the letter of the Tamil Nadu
Bishops’ Council seeking clarification on the nature of collab-
oration expected from the Latin Bishops. The Bishops of Ra-
manathapuram and Thuckalay requested the Synod to write a let-
ter to the Latin Bishops of the region thanking them and asking
their support, especially with regard to the use of the churches,
cemeteries and admission in their educational institutions. After
a brief discussion the Synod proposed to the Bishops concerned
that they themselves write to the respective Latin Bishops regard-
ing this matter.

In this context some suggested building up cordial relation-
ship between the Syro-Malabar eparchies and the coexisting Lat-
in dioceses. It would be good to have the Latin Bishops write
a circular to their respective faithful exhorting them to extend
their support to the Syro-Malabar eparchies. While construct-
ing churches and institutions, there should not be any unhealthy
competition. Bishop Thomas Tharayil pointed out the great need
of educating the priests, religious and seminarians of the Latin
Church on the reality of the oriental churches and the communion
ecclesiology. Bishop Joseph Kallarangatt informed the Synod of
the preparation of text books by CBCI Doctrinal Commission in
which the eastern reality is also dealt with. The Major Archbish-
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op expressed the desirability of having a text book which specifi-
cally deals with Eastern Theology.

Letter of Bishop Gregory Karotemprel CMI: The Secre-
tary of the Synod Bishop Antony Kariyil CMI read out letter of
Bishop Gregory Karotemprel CMI which he has written in the
wake of the status of “All India Jurisdiction” of our Church. Bish-
op Gregory has suggested formation of seminarians for mission
eparchies at Major Archiepiscopal level. Some Bishops informed
the Synod that they are already giving formation to some candi-
dates in their minor seminaries for the mission eparchies which
they are willing to continue. Bishop Joseph Pallikaparambil re-
minded the Synod of the purpose for which the Missionary So-
ciety of St. Thomas (MST) was founded and approved by the
Syro-Malabar Bishops Conference for the whole Syro-Malabar
Church. After a discussion in which several Bishops participated,
it was decided to request the Major Archbishop to make the nec-
essary discussions in this line with the authorities of Missionary
Society of St. Thomas the Apostle (MST) and write to all Bish-
ops regarding the admission and formation of seminarians for the
mission. The discussion was continued in a later sitting in which
several more bishops intervened and shared their views on the
missionary endeavour of our Church. They said there should be a
concerted effort to give more missionary orientation to the chil-
dren and parents to promote vocations to priesthood and religious
life. The priests from the eparchies of Kerala, especially those
who have received seminary formation in the mission seminar-
ies, are to be encouraged to work in the mission eparchies for a
few years. Bishop Raphael Thattil proposed that our Church is
to adopt a policy of sending priests to the missions with a ratio
of 10:1. Moreover, each minor seminary in Kerala can train at
least five seminarians for the mission eparchies. Seminarians in
the regency period could be given a chance to work in the mission
areas in order to get a better orientation in missionary activities.
The Mission League, which was the main pious organization of
our Church in the past in promoting vocations, is to be made more
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active particularly in the context of the decreasing number of vo-
cations.

Some Bishops pointed out that the new ecclesiastical cir-
cumscriptions need assistance from other eparchies with finance
and personnel in order to overcome the initial difficulties. Some
others proposed to set apart one full day for a seminar with the
participation of the Bishops, priests, religious and laity during the
forthcoming August Synod to discuss the mission dimension of
the Church. The Church needs a very scientific approach in the
evangelizing mission. There was also another proposal that the
parishes in Kerala while constructing new churches and other in-
fra-structures dedicate a certain percentage of the total amount
for helping the mission stations. Before taking any decision in
this regard it was proposed to consult the presbyterium and the
concerned laity forums in the eparchies. It was also suggested that
there should be accountability from the part of those who make
collections through mission appeals. Some proposed starting of
a Faculty of Missiology attached to a Mission Seminary of the
Syro-Malabar Church.

Proposal for the Extension of Latin Jurisdiction to
the Nine Syro-Malabar Eparchies in North India: Another
issue that came up during the discussion on the follow up of the
All India Jurisdiction was concerning the Latin faithful in the
Syro-Malabar eparchies having exclusive jurisdiction. The Syn-
od discussed the matter for some time and requested Bishop Se-
bastian Vadakel MST to convene a meeting of the Bishops of the
concerned eparchies and to present their proposals in this Synodal
Session itself. In a later sitting, Bishop Sebastian Vadakel MST,
after consulting the Bishops of the concerned Mission Eparchies
briefed the Synod the following points regarding the possible ex-
tension of Latin Jurisdiction to the Nine Syro-Malabar Eparchies
in North India. At present, there are nine Syro-Malabar Mission
Eparchies in India in the territories in which there is no Latin
jurisdiction. They are Adilabad, Bijnor, Chanda, Gorakhpur, Jag-
dalpur, Rajkot, Sagar, Satna and Ujjain. Hence, the Latin faithful,
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living within the territorial boundaries of these Eparchies, are un-
der the jurisdiction of the respective Syro-Malabar Bishops. As
the Syro-Malabar Church has now received jurisdiction over all
the Syro-Malabar faithful in India, it is possible that the Apostol-
ic See extends the Latin jurisdiction to these nine Syro-Malabar
Mission Eparchies. It is also for the Apostolic See to decide and
specify which of the Latin dioceses will take care of the pastoral
needs of the Latin faithful living within the territorial boundaries
of these Syro-Malabar Eparchies. The situation of each Eparchy
is different. Hence, how this proposal is to be worked out has
to be negotiated between the concerned Syro-Malabar Eparchies
and the Latin Dioceses. It is also important that the Apostolic See
extends the territories of the Syro-Malabar Mission Eparchies
to the nearby territories now entrusted to the jurisdiction of the
Eparchy of Shamshabad.

Request of the Jesuits for Service in the Syro-Malabar
Church: Bishop Antony Kariyil CMI, Secretary of the Synod
read out a letter from Fr. E.J. Thomas SJ offering the Jesuits’ ser-
vice to the Syro-Malabar Church on the basis of the instruction
from the Superior General of the Society. It was suggested to
request the Jesuits to erect a Syro-Malabar province which would
facilitate more effective ministry in the Syro-Malabar tradition.
The Synod decided to constitute a committee with Bishop Se-
bastian Vadakel MST (Convener), Bishop Joseph Kallarangatt
and Bishop Joseph Srampickal (Members) to see the possibility
of more collaboration with the Jesuits. In a later sitting, Bishop
Sebastian Vadakkel MST, the Convener of the Committee which
has been appointed to Study the modalities of the establishment
of a Jesuit Syro-Malabar Province presented a draft letter to be
sent by the Major Archbishop. After a brief discussion the Synod
approved it.

Procura: Bishop Stephen Chirappanath, the Procurator of
the Major Archbishop at the Holy See, informed the Synod that
the renovation of the Procura building in Rome has reached the
final stage. He thanked all the Bishops who have generously con-
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tributed to the Procura and requested them to continue their sup-
port in this venture by remitting the remaining amount of money.

Catholica Congress: Bishop Remigiose Inchananiyil in-
formed the Synod that the Conclusion of the Centenary Celebra-
tion of Catholica Congress is scheduled to be held on Sunday, 13
May 2018 in Trichur. The Synod favoured his proposal of inviting
the President of India to be the Chief Guest on the occasion.

Sharing by Bishop Sebastian Pozholiparambil, Bishop
of Hosur: Bishop Sebastian Pozholiparambil, Bishop of Hosur,
briefed the Synod on the positive response that he is receiving
from the Syro-Malabar faithful as well as the neighbouring Lat-
in Dioceses, after the erection of the eparchy of Hosur in Tamil
Nadu. He thanked Bishop Pauly Kannookadan and the Eparchy
of Irinjalakuda for their whole hearted support with finance and
personnel in the development of Chennai Mission and the initial
stage of new eparchy of Hosur.

Sharing by Bishop Raphael Thattil on Shamshabad:
Bishop Raphael Thattil, presented the Synod a few proposals for
effective cooperation with the Eparchy of Shamshabad. It con-
tained the challenging possibility entrusted to the Syro-Malabar
Church regarding the pastoral care of the migrant faithful as well
as Ad Gentes in the vast territory of the eparchy of Shamshabad.
He sought the mind of the Synod in view of making the people
aware of this challenging mission, the sharing of the responsi-
bilities regarding territory, personnel and resources as well as
the principle of contracts. The bishops proposed that a slow and
steady advancement by making a thorough study of the place and
people will be more prudent and effective. Instead of presenting a
master plan from above, a project which gradually emerges from
the people would be more appealing and welcoming. The Major
Archbishop proposed to discuss the matter at length in a forum of
the bishops of the mission eparchies and to inform the Curia of its
progress. It was decided to request the Major Archbishop to write
a Circular in the context of the new provisions obtained for the
pastoral care of the Syro-Malabar faithful and evangelization all



27

over India. The Major Archbishop congratulated Bishop Raphael
Thattil on his missionary fervor and the excellent conduct of the
installation ceremony in Shamshabad on 7th January 2018. He
also gratefully acknowledged the hard work of all his collabo-
rators, especially Fr. Francis Eluvathingal, Fr. Joseph Pulavelil
MST and Fr. Thomas Karamel MST. Bishop Raphael Thattil also
thanked all the bishops for their fraternal cooperation and assis-
tance of all sorts in his present ministry. He extended a special
word of thanks to Archbishop Andrews Thazhath of Archeparchy
of Trichur and the mission fund of Archiepiscopal Curia for sup-
porting him with finance and personnel in the past and after the
establishment of the new eparchy of Shamshabad.

Revizione delle Finanze (Review of the Financial Situation
of Ecclesiastical Circumscriptions: The Major Archbishop read
out a letter from the Congregation for the Oriental Churches re-
questing the feedback of the Synod regarding the evaluation of the
finances of every ecclesiastical circumscription. After a brief dis-
cussion the Synod constituted a Committee with Bishop Mathew
Arackal (Convener), Bishop Raphael Thattil, Bishop Pauly Kan-
nookadan and Bishop Jose Chittooparambil CMI (Members) to
draft the feedback of the Synod and present it in this Session of
the Synod. In a later sitting, Secretary of the Synod Bishop An-
tony Kariyil CMI read out the draft of the letter regarding review
of the financial situation of ecclesiastical circumscriptions pre-
pared by Bishop Mathew Arackal, Bishop Raphael Thattil, Bish-
op Jose Chittooparampil CMI and Bishop Pauly Kannookadan.
After a brief discussion, it was decided to approve the draft letter
to be sent to the Apostolic See.

Bishops Emeriti: The Major Archbishop informed the Syn-
od that the Oriental Congregation had asked his opinion on how
Bishops live in their context of retired life. After a brief discus-
sion, it was decided to get from the Bishops, by means of a ques-
tionnaire, their opinion regarding pastoral activities, spiritual life,
and relation with successors and the Synod, financial situation,
situation of suffering, etc. of the Bishops emeriti so that the Ma-
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jor Archbishop can present his recommendations to the Apostolic
See in this regard.

Norms for Conferring Special Titles on Churches and
Pilgrim Centres: Bishop Pauly Kannookadan, Convener of the
Committee for Titles and Honours presented a brief report on the
norms for conferring special titles on Churches and Pilgrim cen-
tres. The Church/Pilgrim centre should be an Eparchial Shrine,
having great historical importance, with large number of pilgrims
and having present relevance. The request should be based on a
decision of the Palliyogam and there should be the recommenda-
tion of the Local Bishop. Conferring of the title entails submit-
ting of yearly report and 5% of the income from the offering box
(Bhandarapetty) of the Major Archiepiscopal Curia. After a brief
discussion it was decided to approve the norms for conferring
special titles on Churches and Pilgrim Centres.

Request from Marth Mariam Forane Church, Kuravilan-
gadu: The Synod considered the request from Marth Mariam
Forane Church, Kuravilangadu for a special title. It was decided
to institute the title ‘Major Archiepiscopal pilgrim centre’ to cer-
tain parish churches and pilgrim centres having great historical
importance subject to the norms and conditions to confer the title.
The Synod found that Marth Mariam church fulfilled the require-
ments of the norms and proposed to confer the Title of Major
Archiepiscopal Pilgrim Centre after the Pothuyogam of church
accepts the norms and resubmit their application accordingly.

Philosophy Programme —Evaluation and Proposal: Arch-
bishop Andrews Thazhath who presided over the fourth sitting of
10 January, in the absence of the Major Archbishop, welcomed
Fr. Mathew Illathuparambil to present the evaluation of the re-
vised philosophy programme and the future proposals drawn
from the descriptive reports received from the Major Seminaries
of Mangalapuzha, Vadavathoor, Kunnoth and Trichur. The eval-
uation of the present philosophy programme reveals that it does
not produce the expected results. The students who join philos-
ophy course after graduation do not necessarily exhibit greater
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maturity and many of them retain a secular mind which prevents
them from receiving priestly formation with proper orientation.
Moreover, they are not able to do philosophy in two years to a
satisfactory level. In the end it was suggested to reinstate the three
year philosophy course in the Synodal Seminaries and for those
who come to the seminary after the degree course, two years if
they are found eligible for promotion.

Continuing the discussion on the evaluation and proposal
of Philosophy programme in the Major Seminaries in a later sit-
ting, there were interventions by several Bishops. Finally it was
decided to: 1. Permit Synodal Seminaries to admit seminarians
without degree also to the three year Philosophy course. 2. Per-
mit eparchies that follow the system of degree programme be-
fore philosophy course to continue the same system. 3. Authorize
seminary authorities to decide after the first semester of philoso-
phy course, in consultation with the Bishop/Major Superior con-
cerned, at what time students who have been admitted to Philoso-
phy course with degree are to be promoted- whether after two or
three years. 4. Insist on minimum two years of spiritual formation
in the minor seminary not only for those students who enter with-
out degree but also for those who enter with a degree.

Spandan Awards: Bishop Mathew Arackal, Chairman,
Spandan, announced in the Synod the names of those selected for
the Spandan Awards for outstanding philanthropic and develop-
ment services: First category-diocesan priest: Fr. Varghese Alum-
chuvattil of Ghorakhpur Eparchy. Second category — religious:
Sr. Suma Jose SD of Ghaziabad Province. Third category — Lay
person: U.C. Poulose, Eparchy of Belthangady. Bishop Mathew
Arackal thanked Bishop Jacob Angadiath and Bishop Joy Alap-
patt of the Eparchy of Chicago for having sponsored the award.

Ockhi Cyclone Intervention: Bishop Mathew Arackal in-
formed the Synod that as the Chairman of Spandan he had sent
a letter to all Eparchies and Religious congregations requesting
them to contribute towards Ockhi relief fund initiated by KCBC.
According to the information available, from the Religious con-
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gregations alone Rs. 1,77,15,000.00 have so far been contributed.
Other Religious congregations and Eparchies are in the process
of providing support.

Special Train to Indore on the Feast of Blessed Rani Ma-
ria: The first feast of Blessed Rani Maria will be celebrated at
Udayanagar (Indore) on 25 February 2018. It was suggested to
request the Railway authorities to arrange special trains from
Kerala to Indore. After a brief discussion it was decided to send
a representation to the Railway authorities on this matter with the
signature of all the Bishops of the Synod

Guidelines for Vocation Promeotion: Fr. Sebastian Mut-
tamthottil MCBS, Secretary of the Commission for Vocation
presented the modified version of the Guidelines for Vocation
Promotion. Many Bishops intervened and suggested a few more
modifications to the present version. It was proposed to consult
the Vocation Promoters of various religious congregations and the
mission eparchies to get a better feedback in this regard. Finally,
it was decided to request the Commission for Vocation to fine
tune the Guidelines with necessary modifications suggested and
present it again in the next Session of the Synod. Bishop Law-
rence Mukkuzhy informed the Synod of a training programme
for a limited number of vocation promoters, scheduled for March
6-8, 2018 and a meet of all the vocation promoters on 9th March
2018.

Report of the Consultation with the Religious and Priest
Psychologists: Bishop Thomas Tharayil read out the report of
the Consultation with the Religious and Priest Psychologists, held
on 4th December 2017, at Mount St. Thomas, Kakkanad. The
report contained the main objectives of the consultation, major
recommendations about admission and formation of candidates
to priesthood and consecrated life as well as the need of training
for formators. It also brought to light the recommendations about
on-going formation of priests and the religious and the future line
of action in this regard at the Major Archiepiscopal level. The
Major Archbishop appreciated the well-organized meeting of so
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many prominent psychologists under the leadership of Bishop
Thomas Tharayil. When Bishops asked about its practical appli-
cation, Bishop Thomas Tharayil said that the recommendations
from the consultation of the psychologists could be presented to
the Seminary Commissions and the Commission for Clergy who
will think of its applications. Some others suggested that the sem-
inary professors must necessarily undergo special training pro-
gramme in order to be effective formators. The formators need
training and expertise to understand the mindset of the students
of the present world. Finally, the Synod decided to request Bish-
op Thomas Tharayil to organize consultations with the seminary
commissions and the commission for clergy regarding the feasi-
bility of a training programme for the formators and present the
report in the next Session of the Synod.

Action Plans of Major Archiepiscopal Assembly 2016: Fr.
Sebastian Muttamthottil MCBS, Secretary, Syro-Malabar Major
Archiepiscopal Assembly 2016 Bishops Committee for the Fol-
low up Programme Recommendations presented ten concrete ac-
tion plans from the programme of action recommended by the
fourth Syro-Malabar Major Archiepiscopal Assembly. After a
brief discussion it was decided to approve and implement the fol-
lowing action plans:

1. When bishops come for various functions in various parishes
and institutions make the receptions simple at the entrance of
the parish church. Avoid reception from the parish boundary
or from the church gate or with flexes and arches along the
road.

2. All celebrations are to be simple. Any kind of publicity is to
be merely informative and simple.

3. [Institutions run by eparchies/parish churches and institutes
of consecrated life are not to ask compulsory donations for
admissions and appointments.

4. Education institutions run by eparchies/parish churches and
the institutes of consecrated life are to give concession to
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poor students as well as to the fourth and following children
of Catholic parents.

5. The Catholic Aided schools or schools in the public sectors
are to be fostered.

6. Every financially sound parish is to adopt a mission centre
and keep a regular contact with it.

7. Skills of senior citizens are to be made use of in every parish.

8. A percentage of the amount of family celebrations is to be set
apart for the poor.

9. When some fees /taxes are fixed in a parish, the amount shall
be fixed according to the financial status of the families. No
compulsory fees/contribution shall be demanded.

10. The data of those who go away from the home parishes for
education and jobs are to be kept in the offices at parish/epar-
chial levels. They should be helped to connect with the local
Syro-Malabar Catholic communities where they live or go
for studies and do not demand donations as prerequisite for
the administration of the sacraments in their local parishes.

Safe Environment Programme: The Synod discussed brief-
ly the guidelines for Safe Environment Programme for church
personnel especially those connected with institutions where mi-
nor or vulnerable adults are given particular care. It was decid-
ed to accept in principle the normative policy statement of the
KCBC in this regard and to publish it as part of the eparchial stat-
utes. It was also decided to form a committee with Bishop Thom-
as Tharayil, (Convenor), Archbishop Andrews Thazhath, Bishop
Jose Porunnedom (Members) and Fr. Mathew Illathuparambil as
Coordinator, to prepare a hand book containing all the materials
relevant for the training of the church personnel regarding the
Safe Environment Programme.

Pledge Form Before being Ordained a Deacon: In the dis-
cussion on this matter, Archbishop KuriakoseBharanikulangara
was requested to send to the Bishops the format of the document
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to be signed by the deacons before the ordination as well as by
the candidates of religious congregations before their first pro-
fession regarding their code of conduct on Safe Environment
Programme. In a later sitting, Archbishop Kuriakose Bharaniku-
langara presented a draft of the pledge Form to be signed by the
candidates before being ordained a deacon. During the discus-
sion, it was decided to approve the draft with the addition of the
following sentence in the end: “If anything happens contrary to
this from my part, I alone will be responsible for it”.

Pastoral Care of the Knanaya Syro-Malabar Communi-
ty: Secretary of the Synod Bishop Antony Kariyil CMI read out
the letter of Archbishop Mathew Moolakkatt OSB and the reply
from the Oriental Congregation regarding extension of personal
jurisdiction of Knanaya community to Syro-Malabar eparchies
all over India. In the discussion in which several Bishops partici-
pated, the following suggestions were made: 1. A Knanaya parish
may be erected by the local ordinary where there is a sizeable
number (of at least 20 families) of Knananaits and appoint the
priest presented by the Knanaya Archbishop as the parish priest
of that church which will be under the jurisdiction of the local hi-
erarch 2. All the Knanaya Catholics under the jurisdiction of var-
ious Syro-Malabar eparchies and exarchates all over India may
be brought under the jurisdiction of Archbishop of Kottayam. Fi-
nally it was decided to request Bishop Sebastian Vadakel MST
to present a formula in this session of the Synod itself for its ap-
proval which could be sent for the consideration of the Apostolic
See. In a later sitting, Bishop Sebastian Vadakel MST presented
the draft of the letter regarding pastoral care for the KnanayaS-
yro-Malabar faithful in India, outside the proper territory to be
sent to the Congregation for the Oriental Churches. After a brief
discussion it was decided to approve the letter.

Liturgical Matters: Following the suggestions of many
Bishops it was decided to postpone the discussion on the liturgi-
cal matters scheduled for this session to the August 2018 Session
of the Synod.
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Liturgical Hymns: It was decided to take up liturgical
hymns after the discussions on the liturgical revision scheduled
to be held in the August 2018 Session of the Synod.

Mission Fund: As a part of extending financial help to our
deserving eparchies, the new eparchy of Hosur was given Rupees
5 Lakhs and the Ockhi Cyclone affected Thuckalay eparchy was
given Rupees 3 Lakhs from the Syro-Malabar Mission Fund.

Report of Seminaries: Bishop Thomas Tharayil presented
draft of the format for presenting reports of seminaries by the
Rectors. After a brief discussion it was decided to approve the
format.

Announcement of Bishops of Idukki and Sagar: At 4:30
pm on Friday, 12 January, the Bishops and the inmates of the
Major Archiepiscopal curia assembled in the hall adjacent to the
Synod Hall. After a short prayer, the Major Archbishop made the
announcement of the appointment of Fr. John Nellikunnel as the
Bishop of the eparchy of Idukki and Fr. James Athikalam MST, as
the bishop of the eparchy of Sagar. The Major Archbishop, Bish-
op Mathew Anikuzhikkattil and Bishop Anthony Chirayath con-
ferred Episcopal insignia. Bishop George Punnakottil congrat-
ulated the Bishop-elect Fr. John Nellikunnel and Bishop Pastor
Neelankavil CMI felicitated the bishop-elect Fr. James Athikal-
am. Fr. Antony Kollannur, Major Archiepiscopal Chancellor read
out the appointment Orders. After the reply by the Bishops—elect
all the bishops felicitated the new Bishops-elect.

Land Transaction in the Archeparchy of Ernakulam—
Angamaly: Secretary Bishop Antony Kariyil CMI read out the
confidential report of the Synodal committee which has been ap-
pointed to look into the matter and try for a solution with regard
to the alleged irregularities in the land transaction in the Archep-
archy of Ernakulam—Angamaly. Several Bishops participated in
the discussion which will be continued in the next sitting of the
present Session of the Synod. In a later sitting, the Synod dis-
cussed in detail the action plan for finding out solutions for the
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issues related to the land dealings in the Archeparchy of Ernaku-
lam-Angamaly. After a discussion in which many Bishops partic-
ipated, it was decided to give the following action plan:
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Interaction with Msgr. Paschal Gollnisch: On 11 January
at 11.45a.m., the Major Archbishop welcomed Msgr. Pascal Goll-
nisch, the Director and Mr. Dominique Blétry, Chargé d’Affaires
of I’Oeuvre d’Orient (OE) and invited Msgr. Paschal Gollnisch
to address the Synod. Msgr. Paschal Gollnisch spoke in French
which was translated by Fr. Peter Kannampuzha into English. In
his address Mgr. Paschal Gollnisch stated that OE is very much
attached to the Syro-Malabar and Syro-Malankara Churches. He
added that OE very much appreciates the spirituality and the mis-
sionary activities of the Syro-Malabar Church. The Major Arch-
bishop, on behalf of the Synod of Bishops, presented an icon of
St. Thomas to Msgr. Pascal Gollnisch as a memento and extended
thanks to the OE for the financial assistance and support for the
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different projects of the eparchies, institutions, commissions and
congregations of the Syro-Malabar Church, especially to the Cul-
tural and Heritage Centre of LRC.

Interaction with Archbishop Cyril Vasil and Rev Fr. Lorenzo
Lorusso from Congregation for the Oriental Churches: As
scheduled earlier the interaction of the Synod with the Interaction
with HE Archbishop Cyril Vasil (Secretary, Congregation for the
Oriental Churches), and Rev Fr. Lorenzo Lorusso (Undersecre-
tary) took place in the synod hall under the chairmanship of HB
George Cardinal Alencherry, the Major Archbishop at 9.00 p.m.
on 12 January 2018. The Major Archbishop welcomed the guests
thanking the Congregation and in particular the Archbishop Sec-
retary who has taken active interest in helping the Syro-Mala-
bar Church for getting her legitimate jurisdictional rights. Bishop
Raphael Thattil of Shamshabad and Bishop Sebastian Pozholipa-
rambil of Hosur and some other synodal members also thanked
the Congregation and the officials for the present canonical pro-
vision.

In the end of the sitting the Major Archbishop presented Arch-
bishop Vasil and Fr. Lorusso an icon of St Thomas as an expres-
sion of the loyalty and allegiance of the Syro-Malabar Church to
the Apostolic See. The session came to an end at 22.00 hrs. with
the vote of thanks proposed by Bishop Antony Kariyil CMI, the
secretary of the Synod.

Interaction with the Apostolic Nuncio: On 13 January at
9.30 am, the Major Archbishop welcomed the Apostolic Nuncio,
His Excellency Giambattista Diquattro and invited him to address
the Bishops. In his address he conveyed to the Synod “the prayer
and blessing of the Holy Father Francis and his love for India and
for the Church in India.” On the occasion of the Silver Jubilee of
the Major Archiepiscopal Status of the Syro-Malabar Church, he
called for “renewed fidelity to the Church, to the Gospel and to
Our Lord Jesus Christ” and qualified this moment as “a moment
of Grace and of the Holy Spirit.” He referred to the recent letter
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of the Holy Father in which the Pope “expressed, with his love
for India, also his wish that the Church in this Country might of-
fer with enthusiasm the good fragrance of God to the last ends of
this noble Nation.” He assured the Synod that “the communion
he experienced with the Bishops during these days “is developed
and deepened in prayer, so that the Synod, that means “walking
together’, may become Sinani, that is, “walking together with
God?, in truth, communion and love.” The Apostolic Nuncio con-
cluded his address drawing the attention of the Bishops to “the
constant request of Pope Francis: pray for the Church and for the
Holy Father.”

In the discussion that followed, special reference was made to
the Peter’s Pence. As some of the eparchies have not been regu-
larly collecting it, it was decided to collect Peter’s Pence in all our
eparchies on the last Sunday of June every year and forward the
amount thus collected to the Nunciature and continue the practice
of forwarding the collections of Mission Sunday, Holy Childhood
and St. Peter’s Work to the Office of the Pontifical Mission Socie-
ties in India, Bengaluru. The session came to a close with the vote
of thanks by the Secretary of the Synod, Bishop Antony Kariyil
CML

Interaction with the Patriarch of the Chaldean Church:
On 13 January at 10.00 am, the Major Archbishop welcomed
the Patriarch of Chaldean Church, His Beatitude Luis Raphaél
Sako I and their Excellencies Msgr. Yousif Thomas, Archbishop
of Kirkuk—Sulaimaniya and Msgr. Basel Yaldo, Auxiliary Bishop
of Baghdad. The Patriarch in his address emphasized the close
relationship between the Chaldean Church and the Syro-Malabar
Church. He added that with this visit to the Syro-Malabar Church,
especially the Kizhakkepally of Angamaly and the St. Thomas
Christian Museum at Kakkanad, this relationship has moved from
theoretical to experiential level. As the Chaldean Church is small
compared to the Syro-Malabar Church and because of shortage
of vocation to priesthood and consecrated life, the Patriarch in-
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vited the Major Archbishop and a few Bishops to visit Iraq and
send personnel to take up its several activities in Iragq. Bishops
in general responded favourably to this request and assured him
that the Major Archbishop and a few Bishops would be visiting
Iraq without much delay. Certain issues like the relationship with
Moslems, liturgical reforms in the Chaldean Church, Terrorism,
etc. also were discussed. The Major Archbishop informed the Pa-
triarch of the wholehearted support of the Synod to the Chaldean
Church of Iraq in the context of sufferings that the Church un-
dergoes today and the special relationship that the Syro-Malabar
Church has with the Chaldean Church. The session came to a
close with a vote of thanks proposed by the Secretary of the Syn-
od, Bishop Antony Kariyil CMI.

Project Application from the Archbishop of Kirkuk—Su-
laimaniya: ArchbishopYousif Thomas, Archbishop of Kirkuk—
Sulaimaniya presented before the Synod details of the projects
of school and centre for rehabilitation of the Alzheimer patients
and senior citizens which they have initiated. He requested the
Bishops to send priests and nuns to manage these centres. In the
discussion that followed, Bishops gave a favourable reply.

Fund-Raising Programme of LRC: Bishop Pauly Kan-
nookadan presented a project regarding the construction of cul-
tural and heritage centre at Mount St. Thomas. Partial fund has
been approved by I’Ouevre d’Orient. It was decided to permit
LRC to form a Trust and seek financial assistance from Diocese
of Paderborn (with the help of Archbishop Jacob Thoomkuzhy),
Archdiocese of Cologne (with the help of CMI Prior General)
and Banks of our Country (with the help of Bishop Thomas Cha-
kiath).

Discussion on the Report of the Jubilarians’ Meet: Bishop
Sebastian Vaniyapurackal, the Curia Bishop, read out the report
of the Jubilarians’ Meet organized by the Clergy Commission. It
was decided to take up the important points of this report in the
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forthcoming session of the Synod.

Circular after the Synod: It was decided to request the
Committee for the Circular after the Synod to prepare the draft of
the circular regarding the important aspects of the Synod within
two weeks.

Scrutiny of the Decisions of the XXVI Synod (2018),
Session 1: The Synod made a scrutiny of the decisions of XXVI
Synod (2018), Session 1 and gave its final approval.

Conclusion of the Synod: The Major Archbishop sought
the permission of the Synod to conclude the present session and
gave the concluding address. In his concluding address the Major
Archbishop highlighted important events that took place during
the current session of the Synod. He congratulated the Bish-
ops-elect Fr. James Athikalam MST (Sagar) and Fr. John Nelli-
kunnel (Idukki) and wished them all the best in their Episcopal
ministry ahead.

The Major Archbishop thanked the Synod for having giv-
en effective guidance to settle the problem of land deal of the
Archeparchy of Ernakulam-Angamaly. He reminded the Synod
of its responsibility of the evangelization mission of the Church
in the new situation of jurisdiction all over India. The Major
Archbishop made reference to formation in Seminaries, forth-
coming Bishops Synod in Rome and Silver celebration of the Ma-
jor Archiepiscopal Status of the Syro-Malabar church. The Major
Archbishop concluded his message thanking all those who helped
in one way or other for the efficient functioning of the Synod. In-
voking God’s blessings upon our Church, the Major Archbishop
declared the XXVI Synod of the Bishops of the Syro-Malabar
Church (2018), Session 1, closed at 12.30 p.m. on 13 January
2018.

Silver Jubilee Celebration of the Major Archiepiscopal
Status: The meeting started at 2.30 p.m. with a prayer song led
by Fr. Paul Robin Thekkath and his team. The Major Archbishop
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recalled the journey of the Syro-Malabar church till today and
welcomed the dignitaries and all those present for the celebra-
tion. This was followed by lighting of the lamp and inaugural ad-
dress by His Beatitude Raphaél Sako I, Patriarch of the Chaldean
Church. His Excellency Giambattista Diquattro, the Apostolic
Nuncio, presided over the meeting. Felicitations were made by
His Beatitude Baselios Mar Cleemis, the Major Archbishop of the
Syro-Malankara Church, Archbishop Cyril Vasil, Secretary, Con-
gregation for Oriental Churches, Archbishop Francis Kallarackal,
Archbishop emeritus, Verapoly, His Excellency Bishop Dimitrios
Salachas, Exarch emeritus of the Greek Catholic Church, Justice
Kurian Joseph, Judge, Supreme Court of India, Sr. Sibi, CMC
Mother General, Adv. Biju Parayannilam, President, Catholic
Congress, Mrs. Gigi Jacob, Secretary, Matruvedi, and Mr. Arun
Davis, President SMYM. The Secretary of the Synod Bishop An-
tony Kariyil CMI proposed the vote of thanks which was followed
by a documentary on the growth of the Syro- Malabar Church by
Fr. Joby Maprakavil MST and a cultural programme by the stu-
dents of BharathMatha College. The Meeting came to a close
with the Syro-Malabar Anthem at 5.00 p.m.

+Jﬁu1{§

Bishop Antony Kariyil CMI,
Secretary, Synod of Bishops of the Syro-Malabar Church

Sfolbonst

Fr. Antony Kollannur
Major Archiepiscopal Chancellor

Mount St. Thomas,
13 January 2019
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XXVI SYNOD (2018), SESSION 1
8-13 JANUARY 2018

DECISIONS

To continue the Committee to make a representation to the
Apostolic See to amend the constitution of Jesus Youth with
Bishop Raphael Thattil as the convener, and Bishop Joseph
Kallarangatt and Bishop PaulyKannookadan, Members.

To constitute a five member committee with Archbishop
Mathew Moolakkatt OSB (Convener), Bishop Jacob Mana-
thodath, Bishop Thomas Chakiath, Bishop George Ma-
dathikandam and Bishop Antony Kariyil CMI (Members),
to try to settle the land deal issue in the Archeparchy of
Ernakulam-Angamaly by discussing with the parties con-
cerned to find an amicable solution.

To postpone the discussion on the liturgical matters sched-
uled for this session to the August 2018 Session of the Syn-
od.

To propose a day of protest under the auspices of INFARM
and Catholica Congress and all farmers’ movements to pres-
surize the Government to take measures to protect the life
and property of the people from the attack of wild animals.

To entrust the Committee for Canonical Questions to study
the request to initiate the Cause of Msgr. Joseph Kandathil
and to present its opinion in the next session of the Synod.

To request the Major Archbishop to make the necessary dis-
cussions with the authorities of Missionary Society of St.
Thomas, the Apostle (MST) and write to all Bishops regard-
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ing the admission and formation of seminarians for the mis-
sion.

To request the Major Archbishop to write a circular in the
context of the new provisions obtained for the pastoral care
of the Syro-Malabar faithful and evangelization all over In-
dia.

To accept in principle the normative policy statement of the
KCBC regarding the guidelines for Safe Environment Pro-
gramme and to publish it as part of the eparchial statutes.

To form a committee with Bishop Thomas Tharayil, (Con-
venor), Archbishop Andrews Thazhath, Bishop Jose Po-
runnedom (Members) and Fr. Mathew Illathuparambil as
Coordinator, to prepare a hand book containing all the ma-
terials relevant for the training of the church personnel re-
garding the Safe Environment Programme.

To approve the norms for conferring special titles on
Churches and Pilgrim Centres.

To institute the title ‘Major Archepiscopal Pilgrim Centre’
to certain parish churches and pilgrim centres having great
historical importance subject to the norms and conditions to
confer the title.

To confer the title ‘Major Archepiscopal pilgrim centre’ on
Marth Mariam church, Kuravilangad after the Pothuyogam
of church accepts the norms and resubmit their application
accordingly.

To permit Synodal Seminaries to admit seminarians without
degree also to the three year Philosophy course.

To permit eparchies that follow the system of degree
programme before philosophy course to continue the same
system.
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15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

To authorize seminary authorities to decide after the first se-
mester of philosophy course, in consultation with the Bish-
op/Major Superior concerned, at what time the students ad-
mitted to Philosophy course with degree are to be promoted,
whether after two or three years.

To insist on two years of spiritual formation in the minor
seminary not only for those students who enter without de-
gree but also for those who enter with a degree.

To send a representation to the Railway authorities regard-
ing special trains from Kerala to Indore with the signature of
all the Bishops of the Synod in order to facilitate the journey
of those going to attend the first feast of blessed Rani Maria
in Indore.

To request the Commission for Vocation to fine tune the
Guidelines for Vocation Promotion with necessary modifi-
cations suggested and present it in the next Session of the
Synod.

To request Bishop Thomas Tharayil to organize consulta-
tions with the seminary commissions and the commission
for clergy regarding the feasibility of a training programme
for the formators and present the report in the next Session
of the Synod.

To approve the following action plans for the implementa-
tion of the proposals of the Major Archiepiscopal Assembly:

1. When bishops come for various functions in various
parishes and institutions make the receptions simple at the
entrance of the parish church. Avoid reception from the
parish boundary or from the church gate or with flexes and
arches along the road.

2. All celebrations are to be simple. Any kind of publicity is
to be merely informative and simple.
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3. Institutions run by eparchies/ pariah churches and insti-
tutes of consecrated life are not to ask compulsory donations
for admission and appointments.

4. Education institutions run by eparchies /parish churches
and the institutes of consecrated life are to give concession
to poor students as well as to the fourth and following chil-
dren of Catholic parents.

5. The Catholic Aided schools or schools in the public sec-
tors are to be fostered

6. Every financially sound parish is to adopt a mission cen-
tre and keep the regular contact with it.

7.Skills of senior citizens are to be made use of in every
parish.

8. A percentage of the amount of family celebrations is to be
set apart for the poor.

9. When some fees /contributions are fixed in a parish,
the amount shall be fixed according to the financial status
of the families. No compulsory fees/contribution shall be
demanded.

10. The data of those who go away from the home parishes
for education and jobs are to be kept in the offices at parish,
eparchial levels. They should be helped to connect with the
local Syro-Malabar Catholic communities where they live
or go for studies and do not demand donations as prereg-
uisite for the administration of the sacraments in their local
parishes.

To approve the draft of the pledge form to be signed before
being ordained Deacon, with the addition of the following
sentence in the end: “If anything happens contrary to this
from my part, I alone will be responsible for it”.
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22. To approve the draft letter regarding review of financial sit-
uation of ecclesiastical jurisdictions to be sent to the Apos-
tolic See.

23. To approve the letter regarding pastoral care for the Knanaya
Syro-Malabar Faithful in India, outside the proper territory
to be sent to the Congregation for the Oriental Churches.

24. To take up liturgical hymns after the discussions on the li-
turgical revision scheduled to be held in the August 2018
Session of the Synod.

25. To approve the format for presenting reports of seminaries
by rectors.

26. To collect Peter’s Pence in all our eparchies on the last Sun-
day of June every year and forward the amount thus collect-
ed to the Nunciature and continue the practice of forwarding
the collections of Mission Sunday, Holy Childhood and St.
Peter’s Work to the Office of the Pontifical Mission Socie-
ties in India.

27. To give the following action plan for finding out solutions
for the issues related to the land dealings in the Archeparchy
of Ernakulam-Angamaly:
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28. To permit LRC to form a Trust in view of executing the
Cultural & Heritage Centre (CHC) project and seek finan-
cial assistance from Diocese of Paderborn (with the help of
Archbishop Jacob Thoomkuzhy), Archdiocese of Cologne
(with the help of CMI Prior General) and Banks of our
Country (with the help of Bishop Thomas Chakiath).

29. To take up the important points of the report of the Jubi-
larians’ Meet organized by the Clergy Commission in the
forthcoming session of the Synod.

+J_¢?w?[(

Bishop Antony Kariyil CMI,
Secretary, Synod of Bishops of the Syro-Malabar Church

SAelbost

Fr. Antony Kollannur
Major Archiepiscopal Chancellor

Mount St. Thomas,
13 January 2019
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XXVI SYNOD (2018) SESSION 1
08-13 JANUARY 2018

CONCLUDING ADDRESS
OF THE MAJOR ARCHBISHOP

My dear Brother Archbishops and Bishops,
Praise be to Jesus Christ!

We have come to the conclusion of the present Session of the
Synod after making fruitful discussions, deliberations and deci-
sions on various subjects relevant in the Church and society. 56
out of 62 Bishops of our Church participated in this Session either
fully or partially. The presence of our many Bishops Emeriti and
their wise interventions make the Synodal sessions more fruitful.

Let us thank the Lord for all the blessings He has showered
on us during these days, especially for the gift of two more Bish-
ops to the Synod. The announcement of Fr. John Nellikunnel as
the Bishop of the eparchy of Idukki and Fr. James Athikalam
MST as the Bishop of the eparchy of Sagar is an expression of
God’s special blessing during this Synod. Let us congratulate the
Bishops-elect and wish them all the best in their episcopal
ministry ahead.

The Synod helped the Major Archbishop and the Auxiliary
Bishops of Ernakulam —Angamaly to give effective guidance
to settle the existing problem of the land deal. It also helped the
bishops and priests of the Archeparchy of Ernakulam-Angama-
ly to come to a common understanding and lines of action. This
was a very consoling factor and I thank the five member com-
mittee of Bishops: Archbishop Mathew Moolakkatt OSB, Bishop
Jacob Manathodath, Bishop Thomas Chakiath, Bishop George
Madathikandom and Bishop Antony Kariyil CMI, for their stren-
uous and painstaking efforts for this purpose.
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The extensive discussions on the evangelization mission of
the Church in the new situation of jurisdiction all over India have
been highly enlightening for the Synod. Witnessing to the Gospel
or the evangelizing mission is the ultimate aim of this pastoral
provision of All India Jurisdiction. We have to equip our faithful
to bear witness to Christ as they experience Him in their ecclesial
life, where so ever they find themselves. This is a matter which
the Synod has to follow up in the coming years.

The sharing of experiences by the Bishops from the mission
eparchies and those from America, Australia, Canada and Europe
have helped us much to reflect more about the universal task of
evangelization of our Church and our increased global responsi-
bility.

The discussions on the formation in seminaries, especially
regarding the philosophy course and psychological formation are
also matters that required attention and follow up.

Once again I would like to call your attention and request
your prayers for the successful conduct of the 15th Ordinary Gen-
eral Assembly of the Synod of Bishops in Rome on “Young Peo-
ple, the Faith, and Vocational Discernment” scheduled to be held
in October this year. Two of our elected members and myself will
be attending this Synod. The KCBC also has declared 2018 as
Youth Year and we have to co-operate with its programmes for a
fruitful and effective.

The celebration that is going to take place on the occasion of
the Silver Jubilee of the Major Archiepiscopal Status is a histori-
cal event. It has attained a universal dimension due to the presence
of the Chaldean Catholic Patriarch His Beatitude Louis Raphaél
Sako with three Bishops of this Church, Archbishop Cyril Vasil,
Secretary of the Congregation for the Oriental Churches, Father
Lorenzo Lorusso, the Under Secretary, Msgr Paschal Gollnisch,
Director General of the I’Oeuvre d’Orient, Dominique Blétry,
Chargé de Mission and Bishop Dimitrios Salachas from the
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Greek Catholic Church. The presence of His Excellency Giam-
battista Diquattro, the Apostolic Nuncio and his meeting with the
synod and individual bishops of our Church has also strengthened
our spirit of communion in the universal church. The interaction
with the Chaldean Patriarch Louis Raphaél Sako and accompa-
nying Archbishop and Bishop, Archbishop Cyril Vasil and Msgr.
Lorenzo Lorusso O.P, Msgr. Pascal Gollnisch and Mr. Dominique
Blétry also were really enriching experience.

I thank Bishop Pauly Kannookadan, Bishop Jose Chittoopar-
ambil CMI and Bishop George Madathikandathil who have beau-
tifully moderated the proceedings of this Session of the Synod.
I also thank Bishop Antony Kariyil CMI, the Synodal Secretary,
Fr Antony Kollannur, the Chancellor, Fr Vincent Cheruvathoor
and Fr Paul Robin Thekkath, the Vice Chancellors of the Curia
who worked untiringly day and night for the good conduct of the
Synod, especially to prepare the minutes of the Synod. My thanks
are also due to Fr Mathew Pulimoottil, the finance officer, the
Secretaries of various Commissions, the CSN Sisters and other
members of the Staff and their helpers who serve at the Major Ar-
chiepiscopal Curia. The next Synodal Session is scheduled from
10.00 a.m. on Monday 20 August 2018 to 06.00 p.m. on Friday
31August 2018.

While thanking all of you for the love and concern which
you express towards me and for the wholehearted support you
give for my humble service, I entrust our Synod, the priests, the
religious and the lay faithful of our Church to the protection of
Mary, Mother of the Church, St. Thomas, our Father in faith, St.
Alphonsa, St. Kuriakose Elias Chavara and St. Euphrasia and all
the Blesseds of our Church.

With these words I formally declare the First Session of the
XXVI Synod of the Bishops of the Syro-Malabar Church closed.

13 January 2018 George Alencherry
Kakkanad Major Archbishop of the Syro-Malabar Church
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Fr. Sebastian Muttamthottil, MCBS
Secretary, Commission for Vocation
Syro-Malabar Major Archiepiscopal Curia
Mount St Thomas, Kakkanad, P.B. No. 3110,
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Mob. +91 9495772184

E-mail: smcvocationcommission@gmail.com
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Prot. No. 0184/2018

CIRCULAR
Circular of the Major Archbishop after the XXVI Synod
of the Bishops of the Syro-Malabar Church,
Session 1, held from 8 to 13 January 2018
in the Major Archiepiscopal Curia
at Mount St Thomas, Kakkanad.

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Jesus Christ,

The Twenty sixth Synod of Bishops of the Syro-Malabar
Church was held at the time of the celebration of the Silver Ju-
bilee of the declaration of the Church as a Major Archiepiscopal
Church.

The Synod congratulated and welcomed at the beginning of
the session Mar Joseph Pamplany, the Aux. Bishop of Tellicherry,
Mar Sebastian Vaniapurakal, the Curia Bishop, Mar Tony Nee-
lankavil, the Aux. Bishop of Trichur and Mar Sebastian Pozho-
liparambil, the Bishop of the newly erected eparchy of Hossur
who were attending the synod for the first time. The appoint-
ments of Fr. John Nellikunnel, Bishop-elect of Idukki, and of Fr.
James Athikalam MST, Bishop-elect of Sagar, were declared dur-
ing the Synod. Please keep the new bishops in your prayers.

The Synod also expressed its gratitude to late Mar James
Pazhayattil and to the present administration of the eparchy of
Irinjalakuda for the great effort they had put in for the growth and
development of the newly established eparchy of Hossur.

The Synod also offered its congratulations to Mar Raphael
Thattil, the newly appointed bishop of the newly created Sham-
shabad eparchy. With the establishment of this eparchy, the
Syro-Malabar Church has got jurisdiction all over India for evan-
gelization and pastoral care. The Synod gratefully acknowledged
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the services of late Cardinal Mar Antony Padiyara, Mar Gregory
Karotemprel CMI, and Mar Gratian Mundadan CMI, the former
Apostolic Visitators, for all the preparatory work they had done
for the provision of jurisdiction all over India for evangelization
and pastoral care. The Synod requests all the eparchies and re-
ligious congregations in Kerala to extend their generous support
for the new eparchy. The right for evangelization and pastoral care
throughout the Country given to the Syro-Malabar Church is a
great opportunity for intensification of the evangelization mission
of the Church in India and to strengthen deep bonds of relation-
ship with other sui iuris Churches in India. It is very gratifying to
note that the all-India jurisdiction was given to the Syro-Malabar
Church in its Jubilee year.

The Synod offered its greetings to Mar Jacob Muriken and
Mar Tony Neelankavil who were celebrating the silver jubilee of
their priestly ordination. I remind you of the need to pray for these
Bishops on this occasion.

The synod expressed its deep anguish at the suffering expe-
rienced by Christians in the eparchies of Satna, Sagar, and Jag-
dalpur in the recent past.

The details of the Jubilee celebrations were discussed during
the Synod. On Jan.13, Holy Qurbana was celebrated in thanks-
giving with the participation of all the Bishops. The public meet-
ing held in the afternoon at 2.30p.m. was inaugurated by His
Beatitude Luis Raphaél Sako, Patriarch of the Chaldean Church.
Most Rev. Dr. Giambattista Diquattro, Apostolic Nuncio, presid-
ed over the meeting. His Beatitude Baselios Mar Cleemis, the
Major Archbishop of the Syro-Malankara Church and President
of CBCI, Abp. Cyril Vasil, the Secretary, Congregation for Ori-
ental Churches, Abp. Francis Kallarakal, the former Archbishop
of Verapoly, His Excellency Bishop Dimitrios Salachas, Exarch
emeritus of the Greek Catholic Church, Justice Kurian Joseph,
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Judge, Supreme Court of India, Sr. Siby, CMC Mother Gener-
al, Adv. Biju Parayannilam, President, Catholic Congress, Mrs.
Gigi Jacob, Secretary, Matruvedi, and Mr. Arun Davis, President
SMYM offered their congratulatory messages. Besides the Bish-
ops attending the Synod, Major Superiors of religious congrega-
tions, representatives from all the Syro-Malabar Eparchies includ-
ing priests, consecrated men and women, and lay representatives,
especially the youth also participated in the Jubilee celebration.

The Synod discussed seriously the problems experienced by
the people engaged in agriculture and emphasized the need to of-
fer security to their lives and work. The need for special protec-
tion from the attacks of wild animals encroaching the farmsteads
was pointed out. The Synod requested the Government to come
to the aid of farmers by constructing protective walls around their
farms. The unsympathetic attitude of the Government looks as
if the Government is more interested in protecting wild animals
than the lives of the people. The Government and the political
parties have to devise strong and sustainable programmes for the
protection of the farmers. INFARM and AKCC have to pay spe-
cial attention in this matter and plan suitable programmes. In or-
der to protect the produce of the farmers and to secure their lives,
new financial projects have to be envisaged. The Synod views
with anxiety the tendency among farmers to abandon agricultural
work. This will definitely create a new form of migration.

You may be well aware that the Synod has formed a new
commission for the promotion of vocations. The Synod has
viewed with anxiety the decrease of vocations especially for the
religious congregations of women. All are requested to cooperate
with this commission for the promotion of vocations at the parish
and eparchial levels. The parish priests and the religious commu-
nities in parishes have a major role to play in fostering vocations.
Organizations like the Mission League should take the initiative
to encourage religious vocations among students and the youth.
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During the years of their formation in the seminaries, they should
be made aware of their missionary responsibilities.

The newly ordained priests should be provided with oppor-
tunities for working in the missions and the same arrangement
may be done for the seminarians during their years of regency. It
is also good to encourage the laity and the members of voluntary
organizations to work in mission eparchies. Similarly mission-ap-
peals on the part of those who work in mission eparchies should
be encouraged in home eparchies in Kerala. The Synod has spe-
cially requested the eparchies to help the vocation promoters who
come to different eparchies to preach about the missions. There
was a suggestion that there should be a special arrangement for
the admission and formation of seminarians under the direction of
the Major Archbishop to work in the missions.

The following are some of the proposals of the Major Archi-
episcopal Assembly approved by the Synod to be implemented in
all eparchies:

1.  When bishops come for various functions in various par-
ishes and institutions make the receptions simple at the en-
trance of the parish church. Avoid reception from the parish
boundary or from the church gate or with flexes and arches
along the road.

2. All celebrations are to be simple. Any kind of publicity is to
be merely informative and simple.

3. Institutions run by eparchies/parish churches and institutes
of consecrated life are not to ask compulsory donations for
admissions and appointments.

4. Education institutions run by eparchies/parish churches and
the institutes of consecrated life are to give concession to
poor students as well as to the fourth and following children
of Catholic parents.
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10.

The Catholic Aided schools or schools in the public sectors
are to be fostered.

Every financially sound parish is to adopt a mission centre
and keep a regular contact with it.

Skills of senior citizens are to be made use of in every par-
ish.

A percentage of the amount of family celebrations is to be
set apart for the poor.

When some fees /contributions are fixed in a parish, the
amount shall be fixed according to the financial status of the
families. No compulsory fees/contribution shall be demand-
ed.

The data of those who go away from the home parishes for
education and jobs are to be kept in the offices at parish/
eparchial levels. They should be helped to connect with the
local Syro-Malabar Catholic communities where they live
or go for studies and do not demand donations as prereg-
uisite for the administration of the sacraments in their local
parishes.

The Synod made an evaluation of the steps involved in the

sale of the property of the Ernakulam-Angamlay Archeparchy
and offered helpful suggestions for the resolution of the problems
that arose from the sale of the property.

The Synod drafted a Pledge Form that the seminarians have

to sign before their ordination to Diaconate. Synod approved
the Safe Environmental progrmmes for Church personnel which
would make the priests more aware of their moral responsibilities
concerning the children entrusted to their care.

There was a suggestion to strengthen AKCC especially in this

year when its Jubilee is being celebrated.
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The Synod discussed seriously the pastoral needs of the
Syro-Malabar faithful living outside India and decided to contin-
ue the discussions in this regard with the authorities concerned.
The Synod considered the proposal to make the Syro-Malabar
parish in Doha, Qatar an independent parish. The Synod also
elected the representatives to participate in the next Synod of the
Youth in Rome which has the theme “Young People, the Faith
and Vocational Discernment”. The Synod remembers with grat-
itude the interactions with the Chaldean Patriarch Luis Raphaél
Sako, Apostolic Nuncio Giambattista Diquattro, Archbishop Cyr-
il Vasil, the Secretary of the Oriental Congregation, Fr. Lorrenso
Lorusso OP, the Under Secretary, and Msgr. Pascal Gollnisch, the
Director General and Mr. Dominique Blétry, Chargé d’ Affaires of
I’Oeuvre d’Orient during the Synodal sittings.

The Synod also discussed the theme of the CBCI plenary ses-
sion “United in Diversity for a Mission of Mercy and Witness”
and made preparatory studies on the theme.

Wishing all of you a fruitful season of Lent,

Yours cordially in Christ,

+George Cardinal Alencherry
Major Archbishop of the Syro-Malabar Church

N.B. The contents of this circular shall be made known to the
Priests, Religious and Laity of all the Archeparchies/Eparchies of
Syro-Malabar Church.
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Prot. No. 0918/2018

PASTORAL LETTER
ON SABHADINAM 2018

GEORGE CARDINAL ALENCHERRY, the Major Arch-
bishop of the Syro-Malabar Church, to the Archbishops, Bish-
ops, Priests, Men and Women Religious and Lay Faithful of the
Syro-Malabar Church, May the Grace of the Lord be with you all!

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ:

I am writing this letter as I used to do in the past in connection
with the feast of Dukarana. I would like to propose in this letter
three items for your prayers and reflections. Let me discuss them
separately.

Firstly, we have to turn our attention to our missionary en-
deavours. This feast of Dukarana is the first one that we are cel-
ebrating after the granting of the permission by the Holy See on
0Oct.9,2018 to the Syro-Malabar Church to evangelize and exer-
cise pastoral care for our people all over India. When we present
Jesus through our words and actions, we are in fact evangeliz-
ing. What is more important is our evangelical life style than our
evangelical activities. This missionary responsibility is a vocation
that comes to us through our baptism. Each one has a different
approach to this evangelical life style. Priests, bishops, the lai-
ty and the religious will be following different approaches in the
discharge of this responsibility. But everyone has the same aim
which is to lead an evangelical life style according to their call.
All are equal in the sharing of this responsibility but follow dif-
ferent approaches in the discharge of this mission. When all are
working with the same aim, the witness of Jesus becomes realized
through the witness of the Church.
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We have to be loving and compassionate in the discharge of
our missionary responsibility. Missionary work does not consist
in exercising one’s authority over others but in working as min-
isters to one another. All are bound to support the ministries of
others and work in cooperation with one another. Let me quote
the following words from the Lenten message of the Holy Father:
“All Christians are prophets in the sense that they are represent-
atives of Jesus as they present Jesus through their words and ac-
tions.”

Secondly, our attention has to be directed to the evangeli-
zation of families. We have to think of ways in which we can
strengthen the faith-formation of the children so that they could
be witnesses to Christ. Parents, Religion-teachers, Directors of
Religious Formation programmes, parish priests and bishops
have an equal share in the discharge of this responsibility. We
have to make sure that this faith-formation helps them to confront
the challenges that they encounter in their moral lives. They also
have to be given special formation to face the challenges that they
will be experiencing in the social media. As in other areas, they
are to be given more practical training in handling these issues
than being offered mere negative commands.

The sacrament of marriage is the basis of family life. We have
to reflect deeply on the following words that are in the prayer of
the marriage- blessing: “May God bless you to accept joyfully the
children that are given by God and bring them up in the paths of
sanctity.” Holy Father Pope Francis speaks of the life of faith as a
life of holiness in his recent Apostolic Exhortation, “Rejoice and
be Glad.” The witnessing of Christian life is in fact holiness. It is
also the perfection of a life of love. Pope Emeritus, Benedict XVI
in one of his exhortations on April 13, 2011 speaks in the same
vein by pointing out that sanctity is the perfection of a life based
on love. According to Pope Francis, holiness is our mission and
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one can lead a life of holiness whatever may be our life-styles
(No.21). People who are engaged in different walks of life wheth-
er in teaching, farming, fishing, politics or administration, lead a
life of sanctity when they work for themselves or for others based
on their faith in God. The gifts of the Holy Spirit, viz., Truth, Jus-
tice, Love, Mercy, Compassion etc are the sources of our strength.

One has to learn and teach the preservation of the values of
life. We have to take as our responsibility the sharing of respect
and security to the elderly .We have to realize that abortions and
mercy-killings are sinful acts that violate the sanctity of life. This
awareness has to become rooted in the minds and hearts of our
people. Also, proper training has to be given to the young people
to prepare them for marriages as well as to help them to lead a
good family life.

As you know, the theme of the next Synod that is to take
place in Rome in October is about the youth. We hope that this
Synod will strengthen the apostolate of the youth and make it
more relevant to our times. A lot of activities are being organized
in our dioceses in connection with the youth apostolate. Still, tak-
ing into account the needs of the times, we have to devise new
programmes to preserve, foster and strengthen the moral values
of the Youth.

Thirdly, I would like to bring to your attention the need to
get a right vision and understanding of our faith. Every Christian
has to experience the grace of God in his life. He has to listen
to the spirit of God. St. Paul writes to the Corinthians: “And my
message and my proclamation were not with persuasive words
of wisdom, but with a demonstration of spirit and power, so that
your faith might rest not on human wisdom but on the power
of God.”(1 Cor. 2: 4-5). Instead of keeping this vision, there is
a tendency growing in our people to view the attainments of
their life as a personal achievement. Holy Father Pope Francis
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calls it “Contemporary Gnosticism” in his Apostolic Exhorta-
tion “Rejoice and be Glad.” This was condemned as a heresy by
the Fathers of the Church in the first and second centuries. We
have to get a proper understanding of the views of the Church
and act according to it, rejecting such false affirmations. We have
to use our intelligence, of course, to understand the doctrines of
the Church. Along with that, we have to accept the mysteries of
faith which are supra-rational. It is against the Faith to think that
we can understand everything connected with our faith through
the power of the reason. Those who are acting like that are sep-
arating the mysteries of God from the Faith. Through such acts,
those persons give priority to a faith in God without Christ, to a
Christ without the Church and to a Church without the people of
God.”(Rejoice and be Glad, no.37)

I use this occasion to remember with gratitude the concerted
efforts made by the faithful to alleviate the hardships caused by
Okhi Cyclone and Nipah virus. We have also to be very vigilant
in the protection of women, children and the weaker sections of
the society. Their protection is our duty. We have also to take
care of our environment and dissuade ourselves from the use of
plastic materials and other non-bio degradable substances that
harm our environment. By planting trees in waste lands and by
cultivating vacant farm lands, we can preserve the green cover of
the earth. These efforts can be coordinated under the auspices of
local parishes. Our ministry of constructing houses for the poor
has to be continued. In this way, we shall strive to be witness to
and spokespersons for Christian love and compassion. I am also
using this occasion to remind you to pray for the welfare of the
migrant faithful especially in the Gulf countries.

Let this celebration of the feast of Dukarana be an occasion to
follow in the footsteps of St. Thomas who has offered the sons and
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daughters of India , ‘the way, the truth and life” of Jesus Christ.
Let the declaration of faith made by St. Thomas, “My Lord and
My God”, be fulfilled in our lives too.

I wish all of you the blessings of the feast of Dukarana.

+ George Cardinal Alencherry
Major Archbishop of the Syro-Malabar Church

Given from the Major Archiepiscopal Curia of the Syro-Ma-
labar Church at Mount St Thomas, Kakkanad, on 13 June 2018.

NB: This pastoral letter is to be read out during the Holy
Mass on Sunday, 1 July 2018, in all churches and chapels of the
Syro-Malabar Church where there is Sunday Mass for the public.
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Prot. No. 1937/2017

SYRO-MALABAR MISSION WEEK
(6-12 JANUARY 2018)

CIRCULAR LETTER

GEORGE CARDINAL ALENCHERRY,
the Major Archbishop of the Syro-Malabar Church,
to the Archbishops, Bishops, Priests,
Men and Women Religious
and Lay Faithful of the Syro-Malabar Church.

My dear brothers and sisters in Jesus Christ,

As you are aware, the Syro-Malabar Church is celebrating the
week starting from the Feast of the Denaha on Jan. 6th to Jan.12,
as the mission week (Preshithavaaram) of the Church. This week
is dedicated for the remembrance of the lives and the ministry of
the sons and daughters of the Church who have given their lives
to work in the vineyard of Christ, heeding the call of our Lord,;
“Go into all the world and preach the Gospel to the whole crea-
tion”(Mk.15:16).

The Syro-Malabar Church is engaged in missionary work in
different countries of the world and more specially in the various
regions of India in accordance with the teachings of the Second
Vatican council that “the Church by her very nature is a mission-
ary.”(AG. 2). We recognize that the vocation of the Church is to
be missionary. We have to rekindle the embers of our apostolic
zeal. We have to continue our prayers for the showering of the
gifts of the Holy Spirit on the Church as well as on us.



87

The youth is the hope of the Church. She wants to appropriate
the special talents of the Youth like their imagination and crea-
tivity for the missionary apostolate of the Church. The fact that
the focus of the Synod of 2018 in Rome is on the Youth shows
the importance the Church attaches to the role of the youth. We
shall pray for the success of the Synod whose main theme will be
“Youth, Faith and Recognition of their Vocation.”

Sr. Rani Maria, recently proclaimed a blessed of the Church
in Indore, born at Pulluvazhy in the Archdiocese of Ernaku-
lam-Angamaly, was a noble example of real missionary work.
Blessed Rani Maria who was stabbed to death by Samander Sin-
gh on Feb.25,1992 at Udayanagar worked to uplift the life of the
poor and she was successful in bringing many to Christ as His
followers. It was her personal love of Christ that formed the core
of her missionary zeal. I fervently hope and pray that her sacrifice
and apostolic zeal may inspire many who are engaged in the ap-
ostolic work in different countries of the world.

We are in the midst of the celebration of the Silver Jubilee
of the establishment of the Syro-Malabar Church as a Major Ar-
chiepiscopal Church. It is a matter of double joy that in this year
also the Church has got the authority to proclaim the Gospel and
to engage in pastoral ministry in the whole of India. This has in-
creased the responsibility of the Church to preach and teach in the
whole territory of the country. Hence, we have to move forward
in a spirit of togetherness and unity for the growth and the devel-
opment of the Church. We shall not cease from continuing our
prayers so that the children of the Church may work with great
zeal in missionary endeavours, live with great apostolic zeal and
foster vocations to religious life. May the Lord bless you in the
name of + the Father +the Son and + the Holy Spirit.

+ George Cardinal Alencherry
Major Archbishop of the Syro-Malabar Church
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Given from the Major Archiepiscopal Curia of the Syro-Ma-
labar Church at Mount St Thomas, Kakkanad, on 03 November
2017.

N.B: 1. This circular is to be read out during the Holy Qur-
bana on Sunday, 31 December 2017, in all Churches and Chapels
of the Syro-Malabar Church where Sunday Qurbana is celebrated
for public.

2. The contribution received through the celebration of the
Syro-Malabar Mission Week shall be entrusted with the Mission
Support Office at Mount St Thomas, Kakkanad on or before 28
February 2018. This amount will be fully utilized for the mission-
ary activities of the Syro-Malabar Church.
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Prot. No. 0068/2018

MAJOR ARCHIEPISCOPAL LETTER
OF CANONICAL PROVISION

APPOINTING REV. Fr. JOHN NELLIKUNNEL
BISHOP OF IDUKKI

GEORGE CARDINAL ALENCHERRY, THE MAJOR
ARCHBISHOP OF THE SYRO-MALABAR CHURCH sends
his paternal Blessings to you, REV. FR. JOHN NELLIKUNNEL,
priest from the Eparchy of IDUKKI, presently Secretary of High-
er Education Department of the Eparchy of Idukki, who, having
obtained the prior assent of the Holy Father, has been elected by
the Synod of Bishops of the Syro-Malabar Church in the First
Session of the XX VI Synod (2018), Bishop of Idukki, which of-
fice fell vacant upon the acceptance of resignation from office
submitted by Bishop Mathew Anikuzhikattil, upon completing 75
years of age. You as a person of exemplary priestly qualities with
adequate intellectual formation, administrative experience and
spiritual depth have been chosen to succeed him as the Bishop of
Idukki.

Therefore, in virtue of CCEO c. 86 §1, 1° and by the authority
vested in me as the Major Archbishop of the Syro-Malabar Major
Archiepiscopal Church to provide the people of God entrusted
to my care with pastors and efficient systems of governance, and
guided by the consideration of the good of the faithful of the epar-
chy of IDUKKI and of the entire Syro-Malabar Church, I, George
Cardinal Alencherry, the Major Archbishop of the Syro-Mala-
bar Church, hereby appoint you BISHOP OF THE EPARCHY
OF IDUKKI. You are to be ordained Bishop in accordance with
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CCEO c. 187 82 and c. 188 and take canonical possession of
your office in accordance with CCEO c. 189. Commending you
to Our Lord, the Master Shepherd and praying that through the
intercession of Mary our Mother, St. Thomas, our Apostle, you
may in close communion with the entire clergy and the faithful
of the Eparchy of IDUKKI, fulfil the duties of your office as “an
example in speech and conduct, in love, in faith, in purity” (1Tim
4:12), I send you, my hearty congratulations and prayerful good
wishes.

All contrary dispositions notwithstanding.

Given from the Syro-Malabar Major Archiepiscopal Curia at
Mount St. Thomas, Kakkanad, on 12th day of the month of Janu-
ary of the year 2018 under my seal and signature.

George Cardinal Alencherry
Major Archbishop of the Syro-Malabar Church

Fr. Antony Kollannur
Major Archiepiscopal Chancellor
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DECREE APPOINTING MAR JACOB MANATHODATH
APOSTOLIC ADMINISTRATOR SEDE PLENA
OF ERNAKULAM - ANGAMALY

CONGREGAZIONE PER LE CHIESE ORIENTALI

Prot. N. 157/2018
DECRETO

La Congregazione per le Chiese Orientali, tenendo presente il
bene spirituale e materia le dell’ Arcieparchia Metropolitana di Er-
nakulam-Angamaly dei Siro-Malabaresi, accogliendo la proposta
dell’ Arcivescovo Maggiore, S.B il Cardinale George Alencherry,
dopo aver sentito i Vescovi del Sinodo Permanente, ha proposto
sommessamente a Sua Santita la nomina di un Amministratore
Apostolico sede plena al fine di risolvere alcune problematiche
economiche e ristabilire 1’armonia tra il Clero e 1’Arcivescovo
Maggiore.

IL SANTO PADRE FRANCESCO

in data 9 giugno 2018, nell’Udienza concessa al sottoscritto
Cardinale Prefetto, ha nominato S.E. Mons. Jacob Manathodath,
Vescovo di Palghat dei Siro-Malabaresi, Amministratore Apos-
toiico sede plena dell’ Arcieparchia di Emakulam-Angamaly dei
Siro-Malabaresi, con tutte le facolta e i doveri legati a tale ufficio.

Contrariis quibuslibet minime obstantibus.
Dalla Sede della Congregazione per le Chiese ‘Orientali

Citta del Vaticano, 22 giugno 2018

Prlovey b - W Cod Soad.

P. Lorenzo Lorusso, O.P. Leonardo Card. Sandri
Sotte Segretario Prefetto
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CONGRREGATION
FOR THE ORIENTAL CHURCHES

Prot. N. 157/2018

DECREE
Appointing His Excellency Bishop Jacob Manathodath
Apostolic Administrator sede plena
Of the Archeparchy of Ernakulam-Angamaly

The congregation for the Oriental Churches, considering the
spiritual and material well-being of the Syro- Malabar Metropoli-
tan Archeparhcy of Ernakulam-Angamaly and accepting the prop-
osition of the Major Archbishop, George Cardinal Alencherry and
having heard the Bishops of the Permanent Synod, respectfully
proposed to the Holy Father the appointment of an Administrator
sede plena with the scope of resolving certain financial problems
and also to restore harmony between the Major Archbishop and
the clergy.

The Holy Father Pope Francis in the audience granted to the
undersigned Cardinal Prefect on 9 June 2018 has appointed His
Excellency Mons. Jacob Manathodath, Bishop of the Syro-Mal-
abar Eparchy of Palghat, Apostolic Administrator sede plena of
the Archeparchy of Ernakulam-Angamaly of the Syro-Malabar
Church, with all the rights and duties attached to this office.

Not withstanding anything contrary.
From the office of the Congregation for the Oriental Churches.
Vatican City, 22 June 2018

Fr. Lorenzo Lorrusso Leonardo Cardinal Sandri
Under Secretary Prefect
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DECREE APPOINTING
Fr. JAMES ATHIKALAM MST
BISHOP OF SAGAR
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DECREE

Appointing Fr. James Athikalam MST
Bishop of Sagar

Bishop Francis, Servant of the Servants of God

Health and Apostolic Blessing to beloved son James Athikal-
am MST, Bishop-elect of the Eparchy of Sagar. “In union with
God and under His direction we see with an eye of our soul the
unchangeable light of eternal truth, true love and costly eternity
and we are seized for God in His beauty and step by step for per-
ceiving all His invisible nature”, (Cf. St. Augustine, Confessions
VII, 10. 17). Pondering over these things and hastening to know,
with a ray of hope, the secrets in the mind of Christ concerning
the Pastoral office, we turned our mind to the spiritual necessities
of the flock of Sagar. After the resignation of venerable brother
Anthony Chirayath, they were expecting a master of sacred things.
Hence we thought about you, beloved son, who is an expert
father of theology and we think that you are able to render zealous
service in the Church with Episcopal office. Therefore, having
heard the counsel of the Prefect of the Congregation for Eastern
Churches, in the fullness of our Apostolic Power, we constitute
you with pleasure as the Bishop of the eparchy of Sagar, grant-
ed with all the inherent rights and the consonant obligations im-
posed according to the norm of the Code of Canons of the Eastern
Churches. As regards your Episcopal ordination, profession of
faith and promise of obedience towards us and our successors you
shall observe the prescribed norms of the aforementioned Code.



95

Moreover, we wish that you shall communicate this decree to
the Syro-Malabar clergy and people and their ecclesial communi-
ties. We advice all of them that they consider you with a generous
heart as their father and master with respect. While you govern
them they will do well always to think about the will of God and
to love you sincerely.

Given in Rome, at Saint Peter’s, on the 12th day of the month
of January, in the year of the Lord 2018, in the fifth year of my
Pontificate.

FWM:- bad
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ANNUAL REPORT ON THE
STATE AND ACTIVITY OF THE TRIBUNAL - 2017
PART I
TRIBUNAL MINISTERS
Q § Academic
NAME EE Degree in
'u_a ¢ | Canon Law

l PRESIDENT (Judicial Vicar) S DOCL.
1. Fr. Jose Chiramel DJp
Il. VICE - PRESIDENT

S D.O.C.L.
2. Fr. Joseph Varanath

S JCD,Ph.D
3. Fr. Thomas Adoppillil
L. JUDGES
4, Fr. Joseph Pathiyamoola MCBS S D.O.CL.
5. Fr. Varghese Palathingal S D.0.C.L.
6. Fr. John Kochupurackal CST S D.O.CL
7. Fr. Joseph Thoompunkal S D.O.CL
8. Fr. Berchmans Kodackal S D.CL
9. Fr. James Thalachelloor S D.O.CL.
10.  Fr. Vincent Chittilappilly S D.O.C.L.
1. Fr. Mathew Changankary S JCD,Ph.D
12. Fr.Thomas Thengumpally S D.O.CL
13.  Fr. Joseph Mukaleparambil S D.O.CL
IV. DEFENDERS OF BOND
1. Fr. Mani Kuthodiputhenpurayil CST S D.0.C.L.
2. Fr. Joseph Velinjalil S D.C.L.
3. Fr. John Chennakuzhy S D.C.L.
4, Fr. Clement Chirayath S D.C.L.
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V. (Substitute)
PROMOTERS OF JUSTICE
1. Fr. Mani Kuthodiputhenpurayil CST S D.O.CL.
Academic
VI Name Diocese / Degree
ADVOCATES Congregation in Canon
Law
1 | Rev. Fr. Philip Nelpuraparambil Changanacherry D.O.C.L.
2. | Rev. Sr. Asha John CHF D.O.CL.
3. | Rev. Sr. Sibi CMC D.O.CL.
4. | Rev. Fr. Varghese Koluthara CMI D.C.L.
5. | Rev. Fr. Jose Paul Nellissery Ernakulam-Ang. M.C.L.
6. | Rev. Fr. Jose Marattil [dukki D.C.L.
7. | Rev. Fr. Clement Chirayath Irinjalakuda
8. | Rev. Fr. Kurian Thamarassery Kanjirappally D.O.C.L.
9. | Rev. Fr. Abraham Kulamakkal Palai M.O.C.L.
10. | Rev. Sr. Sherin SH D.O.C.L.
11. | Rev. Sr. Mercilit SVM D.O.C.L.
12. | Rev. Fr. Jose Vettickal Tellicherry D.O.C.L.
13. | Rev. Fr. Vincent Cheruvathoor Trichur D.O.CL.
14. | Rev. Fr. Philip Nedumthuruthil VC D.0.C.L.
VIl. | NOTARY

Sr. Devotia CSN Notary & Office Secretary
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PART II

ACTIVITY OF THE TRIBUNAL IN SECOND INSTANCE

CAUSES OF MATRIMONIAL NULLITY HANDLED
AFTER AN ORDINARY

PROCESS IN THE FIRST INSTANCE.

| Causes pending at the beginning of 02
the year
| Causes introduced this year: 05
lll | Decrees of ratification (total number): Nil
IV | Sentences given (after an ordinary 04
examination):
a) In favour of nullity (“constat de nullitate”, 02
at least on one ground)
b) In favour of the bond (“non constat de 02

nullitate”: on every ground alleged

\") Grounds of nullity considered in the sen-
tences (if a sentence considered several grounds
of nullity, these are to be indicated separately;
thus the number of decisions under 5 may be
greater than that under 4)

Affirmative Negative
non
constatde
: constat de
nullitate ,
nullitate
CCEOQ ¢. 820§ 2 Error of quality: 01 00
CCEO c. 824/2 Contra bonum coniugum 01 00
CCEOc. 818, 3 Inability to assume 01 00
CCEOc. 821  Fraud 01 00
Total 04 00
VI | Causes abandoned:
a) Through renunciation Nil
b) Through abatement (Peremptio) Nil

VIl | Causes pending at the end of the year 03
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CAUSES OF MATRIMONIAL NULLITY HANDLED
AFTER A PROCESS IN SECOND INSTANCE

I Causes pending at the beginning of the year 01
1I Causes introduced this year: 03
IIT | Decrees of ratification (total number): 01
IV | Sentences given (after an ordinary 02
examination):
a) In favour of nullity (“constat de nullitate”, at least | 02
on one ground)
b) In favour of the bond (“non constat de nullitate: on | 00
every ground alleged
VvV Grounds of nullity considered in the sentences
(if a sentence considered several grounds of nullity, these are
to be indicated separately; thus the number of decisions under
5 may be greater than that under 4)
Affirma- | Negative
tive non
constatde | constat de
nullitate nullitate
CCEO c. 820§ 2 Error of quality 03 --
Total 03 --
V1 | Cases abandoned:
a) Through renunciation Nil
b) Through abatement (Peremptio) Nil
VII | Cases pending at the end of the year 01
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ACTIVITIES OF THE LOWER TRIBUNALS
IN THE YEAR 2017

There are seventeen eparchies in four metropolitan provinces
and one archeparchy within the proper territory of the Syro Mal-
abar Church. All the four metropolitan provinces have metropol-
itan tribunals and they function as the tribunals of appeal in the
second instance as per c. 1064§1. The metropolitan tribunal of
Kottayam judges cases only of the Archeparchy of the metropol-
itan of Kottayam. The eparchies of Belthangady, Thuckaly and
Bhadravathi have single judge tribunals. The cases of the eparchy
of Ramanathapuram are handled by the eparchial tribunal of Pal-

akkad.

The activities of the eparchial and metropolitan tribunals

during the year 2017 are briefly given in the following tables:
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