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HONEY BY-PRODUCTS

1. Honey Dates .

2. Honey Amla %‘

3. Honey Garlic

4. Honey Cherry

5. Honey Chilli (Cherry pepper)

6. Honey Grapes

7. Honey Cashew Nuts

8. Honey Syrup

9. Honey Ginger

10, Cardamom Honey

11. Honey Asparagus

12. Natural Face Cream

13. Natural Bee Balm %
(excellent Pain Killer)
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When The “Called”

Bro. Jerry
USA

e
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Ones Fail!

Today with the prevalence and the increased use (and
misuse) of media, we face several stories about the failure
of the called ones, be they priests or nuns or religious of any
state. As a seminarian, I too am expected to be close to perfect, if not
perfect. Of course that comes with its share of headaches since I am a
limited and sinful human being like all others. I too am worried about
failing the call and the ensuing consequences before God and the
people. So when the question was posed to me to write about why
the “called ones” fail and how can they can come back, I took it as an
opportunity to reflect on this complex topic.

To help me with this investigation, I looked to the events in the
lives of David, Samson, and Aaron. These three were called by God in
a special way and failed at some point in their life, but came back into
proper relationship with God, and thus to their vocation. The more I
reflected on the notion of “those who are called”, it became clear that
it is not just the priests and the religious who are called. Each baptized
Christian is called to live a life of holiness - a life that is different from
that of the world while living in the world. Thus, each baptized person
has a special vocation. Consequently, the factors discussed below apply
to all Christians, and not just to the clergy and religious.

-
T
-

e Slalo MAloNIB o, |




A reflection on the lives of the three
aforementioned Old Testament characters
show the following factors as those that lead
to the fall from one’s special vocation:

1. False sense of perfection - As we look
into their lives, we see a false sense of
perfection that they hold just before their fall.
Before he takes Bethsheba to satisfy his lust
(which results in the death of his son and loss
of kingdom), David is strolling in his palace,
indicating that he is comfortable with the
status of his kingdom, his achievements, and
his current position. Before Samson is captured
by the Philistines as a result of loss of strength,
he is seen as sleeping in the presence Delilah
who already tried to get him captured multiple
times, thus also indicating a sense of
contentment and a feeling of everything being
ideal. Aaron is seen as asking for and receiving
gold earrings from the Israelites to build the
golden calf (which resulted in his death in the
wilderness without entering the Promised
Land and the passing of priesthood from his
sons to the rest of the Levites). This action
shows both the false sense of authority
possessed by Aaron (even to make a new god
and an altar for it) and the mentality of the
Israelites that they have nothing to lose.

This same false sense of perfection can creep
into the lives of today’s Christians as well.
After a time of struggle, be they spiritual or
emotional, we often reach a period of
contentment where everything seems to be
going our way and to our liking - our prayer
life seems strong, the daily struggles seem to
have eased, and the various conflicts that we
battled before seem to have eased. During
these times, it is easy to fall into a complacency,
a feeling of false security. It is then that the
devil strikes. Just when everything seems to
be going perfectly, the devil tempts us with
something that is pleasing to our lower
appetites (power, pleasure, popularity etc.).
Because we think we are in a strong state
spiritually and emotionally and based on a
false sense of self-reliance, we test the waters
by getting closer and closer to the object of
temptation, be they power, money, or pleasure.
It is not until we are neck deep in the ocean of
sin with little hope of getting back to shore
that we realize and accept that we are in
trouble.

2. Idleness - When we read the early life of
David, from the time he first appears in the
pages of Scripture, he is constantly busy:

whether it be shepherding his sheep, killing a
lion with his bare hands, guarding the dignity
of the Israelite army by eliminating the threat
of Goliath, or fighting battles to protect and
expand Israel. Moreover, all throughout his
efforts, we see him in constant contact with
God. He is seen asking God for help before
battles and offering thanksgiving after
victories. How did this faithful king of Israel,
this musician who was after the heart of God,
fail? He became comfortable, complacent. In a
word, he gave into idleness. When we recall
the story of David’s sin with Bethsheba, one
aspect strikes us. As opposed to the previous
times when David fought with his soldiers,
here we see David strolling on the roof of his
palace while his army is fighting. He is not
with his men! It is then that he sees Bethsheba
and his heart desires her in a lustful manner,
which leads him to killing her husband Uriah
so that he can take her as his own. Samson
also fell into this idleness as indicated by his
sleeping. Aaron’s idleness is seen in his lack of
hesitation in building the golden calf despite
being a priest of the one true God.

The same idleness can creep into the life of
the called ones as well. As a result of the false
sense of perfection described above or as a
result of lack of motivation, each of us can fall
into a sense of idleness and sluggishness. We
see ourselves procrastinating and trying to find
shortcuts to the duties and responsibilities
with which we are entrusted. We try to pass
on the things we had to do to others and thus
shifting the blame if anything goes wrong.
We start focusing only on our needs and
wants, and not to the needs of others around
us. In a sense, we reduce ourselves from ‘being
for others’ to ‘being for ourselves.” This can
result in using those who we are supposed to
take care of for our own benefit, just as David
used Bethsheba as an object when he was
called for the purpose of protecting her.

3. Listening less to God and more to the
self/crowd - Before his fall, David listened to
his own desires rather than to God’s
commandments (You shall not commit
adultery, You shall not covet your neighbor’s
wife). Aaron tried to please the crowd instead
of God by making the golden calf. He listened
not to the one who gave him the authority
and position, but to the people he was
supposed to guide. He misused his authority
against the one whom he was supposed to
serve. Acting contrary to what he had been
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commanded by the angel, Samson gave away
the secret of his strength to Delilah. It showed
a lack of loyalty to the one who called him.

We also have the tendency to listen to our
own selfish desires or to the requests of others
that go against the will of God. When life
seems to be going well, we have the tendency
to indulge ourselves. This may derive from a
sense of entitlement (“we are called by God
and therefore we deserve some pleasures”), a
false sense of superiority, presumption of God’s
mercy (“God will forgive me anyway”), and
attempting to compensate (“I gave up certain
things for God, so it is okay to indulge in other
things”). In all these cases, the importance is
being given to the person himself, rather than
to God. The place of the Creator is usurped
by the creature. The called ones are following
their own calls rather than the One who called
them to their unique vocation in the first
place.

Result of the fall - When the called ones
fall, a host of negative consequences follow.
In the case of David, the battle his soldiers
were fighting is nearly lost, Bethsheba’s son
dies, and David’s throne is usurped by his son
Absalom and the former is forced to flee.
Samson loses his strength, is captured by the
Philistines, and his eyes are gouged out. He
is treated as a mere performer and a spectacle,
a far cry from his position as a judge of Israel.
In the case of Aaron, the priesthood that was
given to only him and his sons is taken away
and given to the other Levites. Thus, in all
these cases, a total loss of identity follows. This
also happens in the called ones who lose their
way in life’s journey. Due to their self-
indulgences, several consequences follow -
their own conscience pricks them, they become
a spectacle and a subject of ridicule among
their own people, they fall into darkness of
depression and even despair, they lose faith
in their call, and the person is treated in a
manner less than his or her vocation.

When the fallen ones listen again - All
hope is not lost. There is always room for
hope. As we examine the lives of David,
Samson, and Aaron, they are redeemed and
placed back to their previous position as a
result of the following changes:

1. Acceptance of the sin - The first step
to reestablishing the proper relationship with
God after falling away is the acceptance of one’s
own sin. It may be made aware to oneself by
one’s own conscience or by those around

IENEREETE %

them. If the individual listens to the reproach
of the conscience or of the people toward them
and accept them without trying to justify their
actions, the stage is set for the next step of the
return to God.

2. Repentance - A true heartfelt
repentance is required to restore the
relationship with God. David prayed the
deeply remorseful Psalm 51 and Samson cried
for help to God to restore his strength once
more. It is this repentance that is needed in
the lives of the called ones who have also
fallen. A heartfelt repentance of one’s sins and
failings is not ignored by God. As Scripture
says, “Though your sins are like scarlet, they
shall be as white as snow” (Isaiah 1:18). When
we take one small step toward God, He will
in turn leap to our side to be with us. We are
blessed with the sacrament of Confession.
Confession, as with all sacraments, is a way
to gain the grace of God, when it is received
with faith and proper disposition (repentant
heart and conscious effort to avoid sin).

3. Doing the will of God - After
repentance, it is important to do the will of
God; that is, to act according to one’s calling.
David spent the rest of his life praising God
and amassing the things needed to build a
Temple for God and Aaron spent the rest of
his life priestly service near the Ark of the
Covenant, and Samson used his strength to
fulfill his mission of protecting Israel by
destroying the Philistines, resulting in his
death. Even though we cannot do anything
in return for God’s abundant mercy which
forgave our failings and restored us into son-
ship with Him, it is important to continue
our lives doing His will, thus being openly
thankful for His mercy and compassion.

We may not be perfect, but our God
who called us is perfect. We may fail in being
faithful, but the faithfulness of God never
wavers. Like a merciful father, He waits for
us to return to Him each time we leave Him
in search of satisfying our own pleasures and
desires. It is our loving God who constantly
reminds us,

“You are my servant; I chose you, I have
not rejected you—

Do not fear: I am with you;
do not be anxious: I am your God.
I will strengthen you, I will help you,

I will uphold you with my victorious right
hand.” (Isaiah 41:9-10) o
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