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“l appreciate your article on the Catholic Congress. You are
its strong advocate. You have sincerely tried to do much. You have
done as God views it, have failed as man views it sincerity is not
regarded as a virtue but as a weakness. Let us bee cent percent
sincere and fail. My good wishes and prayer for you....”
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ANTI-COMMUNIST SCHEME :

(Under the auspices of the All Kerala Catholic Congress)

This scheme is intended to check the spread of communism in
Kerala. It embraces different kinds of measures to be adopted by different
agencies, and the measures are classified under two main parts. Part |
is the general plan, consisting of measures to be taken by the State or by
the public in general, individually or collectively as the case may be. Part
II contains specific measures that could be adopted by Catholics some

- of which could be worked out by individual Catholics some of which
could be worked out by individual Catholics or Catholic concerns and
organisations, while others could be taken up by the Church and parlshes
with the approval and co-operation of Ecclesiastical Authorities, through
parish organisation or through Diocesan and local branches of the
Congress. Some of the measures could be carried out immediately, while
others could be carried out only within a few years. These are placed
before the public as a definite programme of activities of various kinds
to be adopted by those agencies that are interested in checking the spread
of Communism in Kerala.

PartI-

ACTVITIES OF THE STATE
A. Propagandas through the Press and Platform.

The Publicity Department of the Government may undertake to
publish pamphlets on the dangers of Communism, and also encourage
Panchayat or Taluk Boards to hold public meetings so as to enhohten the
Public in the true nature of Communlsm

* B. The Land Problem.

The Land problem may be solved by adopting the following
measures:-
1. It should be the policy of the State to make available to each
family a house to live in with sufficient land for cultivation with a
view to help the growth and development of peasant proprietors.
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For this purpose Government may assign to those who require, on
easy terms of occupency, Goverment poromboke and forest lands
and lands acquired for this purpose from. bigger landlords on
payment of just compensation. '

2. Tenants should be enabled to own directly under the Govt. the
land that they hold as tenants by adopting suitable methods for
purchasing on easy terms the right of intermediate landlords.

3. Poor cultivators should be helped with agricultural loans, repayable
in small annual installments, for the purchase of implements seeds
and manure.

C. The Labour Problem
The labour problem must be solved by the following measures:-

1. The minimum wages for agricultural and industrial labourers should
be fixed, on the principles of equity and justice, in such a way as
to protect the interests of labourers and the industry.

2. Provision may be made fore labourers and other workers in
Companies to take shares in the Companies in which they are
permanently employed, so that they too are made to feel that the
prosperity of the business is their concern as well.

3. A certain fixed percentage of the profits of a business concern
must be divided among the clerical estabhshment as well as the
labourers employed therein.

4. A system of compulsory Provident Fund should be introduced:for
the benefit of all those permanetly employed in a business confern,

- and to such a Fund the members there of and the Managament or
Proprietors should contribute equally.

5. In every locality where labour is largely employed, there must be
adequate provision for welfare works such as free medical aid,
free education to the children of labourers, recreation clubs, etc.
and such provision may be made, according to local circumstances,
separately or jointly by the factories in the locality. '

6. A part of the daily or weekly or monthly wages or salaries of
every employee in any organisation or establishment institution,
whether permanent or temporary, should be deposited and credited
to his account and such deposits should be teltered in a special
Pass Book, which may be kept by the employee. The amount

GRS Hajlodgo
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thus deposited may be drawn upon fully partially, when a special
family need arises such as marriages, or funerals, or repairs or
improvements to houses or repayment of old debts.

Efforts should be made to organize Trade Unions for all groups of
labourers and thus to direct such Unions along sound and healthy
lines.

Connected with every industry, or establishment, or organisation,
or institution, there should be a Standing Committee of
representatives of Employers and Workers as well as of other
Members selected jointly by both the parties, in order to settle
matters of common interest, as and when they arise. ’

D. The Housing Problem

1.

The Housing problem may be solved by the following measure:-
Govts. And Charitable Trusts should adopt a five-year plan of
building houses to solve the growing problem of housing labourers
and middle class people in urban areas.

The housing scheme may be worked on a rental basis or preferably
the cost of the land and of the building thereon may be recovered
in annual instalments within ten or fifteen years.

PartII.
ACTVITIES OF THE CATHOLICS

A. Propagandas through the Press and Platform.

1.

Publication of articles and pamphlets on the true nature of
communism and its evils as well as on the Papal Encyclicals on
Social Order, will help the people to understand the true position
and principles. Whenever possible, such pamphlets may be
distributed free.

Public meetings in parishes will also promote this purpose. For
these meetings a panel of good speakers may be selected and
some remuneration may have to be paid to them according to
individual cases.

It is desirable to have one or two priests of each dioceese and of
each Religious Congregation in Kerala, who are experts on the
Papal Encyclicals and Soc1a1 Order, set apart for this work of
propaganda.
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Paid workers must be appointed to carry on systematic anti- )
Communistic propaganda as Communist organisations do.

Study circles have to be organised in all parishes and in all colleges
and High Schools for the Study of the Papal Encyclicals as well
as the nature and evils of Communism and Socialism.

‘Social Weeks™ and ‘Catholic Summer Schools” may be organized
where-ever feasible.

A “Central Vigilance Committee” may be fonned as part of the
regular machinery of the Congress, to watch the Communistic
attacks on religion, Church and Ecclesiastics and to do the needful
as and when such matters arise.

. Social Service Leagues

Parishes may oranise Social Serv1ce Leagues as part of a
constructive scheme for ameliorating the conditions of the poor.
These Leagues will consist of members of all classes in society,
and will undertake various works of mercy to ameliorate the
condition of the poor.
These Leagues may organise Benefit Funds, such as ‘Marriage
Fund”, ‘Funeral Fund’, “Education Fund™, etc, for the benefit of
the poor of their respective parishes.
It is highly desirable that rich parishes and Religious Organisations
as well as individual Catholics, devote part of their resources to
start and maintain charitable institutions, such as dispensaries and
homes for the aged, to help the poor of all classes and creeds in
the locality.
Co-operative Societies may be organised in parishes with a view
to train labourers in thrift and to help small businesses by lending
money on co-operative principles.
Social Services Leagues can undertake arbitration in local disputes
to avoid the growing evil of litigation as well as in local disputes
between employers and employees.
They may fix the wages of agricultural and industrial labourers in
the locality by mutual agreement between employers and
employees.
Such works of mercy fall within ‘Catholic Action’ in the parish
and will, therefore, give Catholic Actionists and local branches of
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N.B.

the Congress a definite field of useful work. As such the
enthusiastic encouragement and support of the Parish Priest is
necessary for successful working of the Leagues and without
their active interest and support the scheme will be a failure. In
the solution of the land problem parish churches and Religious
Congregations owning extensive properties, could also adopt in
their respective areas, the principle underlying. Part I Clause B as
far as the provisions of the Canon Law would permit and thus
they could set a noble example to the State an to the other
Communities. Individual Catholics also who own extensive areas
should adopt and act upon the principle aforesaid.

It may be pointed out that in the India of the future, the church t00
will be target of Communistic attack as one of the landlords in the
area, and out work must be such as to avert the calamity of the
spread of Communism and its future attacks or encroachments
on Church property. It may also be stated that such attacks might
some, not only from a communistic party or Govt. but also from
other jealous and hostile parties or communities. To be forewarned
is to be forearmed, Moreover, the adoption of this policy will help
us to kill another bird too. It must be common knowledge that the
poor and labourer classes are becoming alienated under the
impression that the Church is a “Church of the Rich’. Therefore

" we must win their hearts, as well as the sympathetics of non-

Christians by particulary demonstrating that the ‘Church of Christ’
is really the ‘Church of the Poor’ as well.

D "The Labour Problem

Catholics owning or managing shops, workshops, factories,

companies printing and weaving works and Colleges and High Schools
give their employees a ‘family living wage’ as envisaged by the Papal
Encyclicals and thus demonstrate to others that the teachings of the
Church are sound and practicable.

N.B. It may here be emphasised that it is only by such sympathetic

treatment that we could counter act the pernicious influence of
the Communistic hold on labourers and show that they could be
happy and prosperous even without embracing the dangerous
principle of Communism.
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E. The Housing Problem
Such churches and Religious Congregations as could afford, may

take up the urgent and important work of providing houses on the plan

suggested in Part I Clause D, for Catholics of the labour and middle
classes within their respective jurisdictions.

F. Economic Schemes ‘

1. Catholic could form companies for small scale and large scale
farming (Agricultural, diary and poultry), industries and

" manufacture. Rich Catholics and rich parish churches should
liberally invest in such concerns and parish priests of such Churches
as having taken shares qualifying for Directorship could become
members of the Directors” Board of such Companies, so as to
safeguard the interests of the Church Fund invested therein, and
also to ensure the application of the principles of ‘Rerum Novarum”
thereby making Catholic Concerns models to others in the country.

2. To increase the prosperity of those economically backward,
schemes of colonisation, in or outside Cochin and Travancore must
be encouraged and carried out.

G. The Education Problem

1. . Henceforth, Catholic have to devote their attention and resources
less for adding to the existing number of ordinary Colleges and
High Schools and more to the Technical side of education, with a
view to enable the poor to take advantage of the growing need for
technical men.

2. All the Dioceses, or some of the Dioceses, in Kerala, may pool
together their resources and start a first-rate Technological College
at a suitable centre in Kerala, which will enable young ment to go
in large numbers for useful Technological Courses of studies in
preference to the ordinary literary courses.

3. In each Diocese, there should be a Technical School, and the poor
and deserving boys, especially children of labourers should be
educated free in such institutions.

4. In every Diocese and Education Fund could be created by the
zealous and united efforts of the clergy and well —to-do Catholics
and out of this Fund may be meet the cost of educating poor

~deserving boys and girls of the Diocese and may be given aids to
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poor schools to supplement their inadequate income from fees
and Govt. Grants, so as to pay their teachers a reasonable ‘family
living wage’ and thus make them happy contended and efficient
teachers.

CONCLUSION

The Scheme outlined above is a comprehensive one, and consists
of various items of practical work, which the all Kerala Catholic Congress
should undertéke, directly or indirectly, or encourage other agencies to
take up. A Scheme of this nature, put forward and worked out by Catholics
will encourage others, to fall in line with us and thus to form a united,
solid anti- Communist front in India.

In submitting this report, the sub Committee recommends to the
Congress (1) that a special standing Committee for anti-Communistic
work be appointed to co- ordinate such activities in various Dioceses
and Parishes and (2) that a Fund be created for this special work, under
the general supervision of the working Committee.

Eranakulam
14th December, 1947
"M.O. Joseph
Convener,
Anti- communist Propaganda
Committee of the A.K.C.C.
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