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My 25 Years of Religious Life in Bethany Ashram
Fr. TitusJohn Cheravallil OIC

Recently, a few months ago, |
attended areligious profession of ayoung
friend, who studied Hebrew with me . At
the time of her profession her joy was
incandescent. She was caught up with a
glow, whichwecall ‘thefirst fervour’. At
this function my memories flew back to
the days when | too had such a joy,
excitement and confidence, which my
young friend experienced before the altar of our Lord.

Asl reflect on 25 yearsof my religiouslifein Bethany Ashram
thethreewordsthat cometo merepeatedly are’ gratitude, contrition
and hope.” Therearevariousreasonsto begrateful infront of God
at this juncture. First and foremost God has given me a blessed
occasion to celebrate my Silver Jubilee of my religiousvowswhen
Bethany celebrates her centenary. Asareligious| have received
more than the Lord have promised to me.l consider that the call to
become a religious in Bethany Ashram was the blessed gift that
God has given to me. As a caring ‘mother’ she takes care of me
from the day of my entry till today. Through theideals of Bethany
Ashram God has opened up to me his abundant graces and through
which | am blessed to partakein the priesthood of our Lord. | have
more to be thankful for in my 25 years of professed life, all of
which | cannot be listed here and even recounted in thislife. But
theimportant thing isthat the care and the giftsthat | havereceived
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from God through Bethany Ashram help meto review my life and
savour the gracesthat God has gifted me through Bethany Ashram.

In my 25 years of religious life, | am overcome by
compunction and contrition. My education and religiousformation
aregood. | got highly spiritual and insightful rectorsand superiors
inmy religious life. So | have no excuse for my shortcomingsin
my religiouslife. My infirmities of omission are always with me.
But | am not crushed by my regrets because | cling always to Phil
4:13: “1 can do everything through Christ who strengthens me.”

| recall an important incident in my religious life. | had a
conversation with Atmanandachan, when | had alittlebit confusion
about my vocation. At that time | was a priest and a member of
Nalanchiraashram. | told Atmanandachan that it would have been
better if Jesus had called someone better than me to carry on his
mission and cross. He immediately scolded me with his own
characteristic severity. He said methat | haveto believe when the
Lord called me then He got the man He wanted. Even today |
don’'t know why the Lord called me, but | am sure that He did it
and He anointed me and sustained me and gave me His mission.
When | look back to my lifewhat actually make me and what | am
isthe confidence that acquiresfrom my religiouslife. Today | am
confident to say that it isnot the infirmitiesthat define me, instead
| am defined by religiouslife and by my priesthood.

As| approach my 25" anniversary inreligiouslife, | havean
abiding sense of hope. Thoughthereareinfirmitiesinmel believe
that God has begun the good work in me and He will bring it to
fulfillment. | have hope because| trust that God continuesto bring
good to mewhen | adhere passionately to theidealsof my religious
consecration. The religious vows that | took in front of our Lord
give me impetus to grow in my religious commitment and in the
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graceof God. | believethat it is God himself squeezed thesethree
vowsfrom meinorder to fulfill Hisplansinthisworld. My recent
readings on theworksof Mar Ephrem’ sinterpretation on the Gospel
of St.John 21 15-19 instill in me the thought that ‘it is not me but
God has chosen me and made meto takethreevows’. Mar Ephrem
interpretsthe whole episode of St Peter’sanswer to the question of
our Lord ‘do you love me' asaceremonial profession of St Peter.
According to Mar Ephrem the three times confession of St Peter
that he loves Jesus represents the three vows. For Mar Ephrem
God squeezed out three vows from him by making him to profess
hislove threetimes. God made him to take three vows. He says,
‘God squeezed out the vows of love, mercy and fear of God from
St Peter.” Of course this interpretation of Mar Ephrem goes on
well with the ministry of St Peter inthe Church. But it reckonsthe
role of God in the process of professing vows. It relateswell with
Jn 15:16 “ You did not choose mebut | choseyou.” Mar Ephrem’s
interpretation gives me anew outlook of looking at my own vows.
As God has chosen me He himself squeezed from me three vows
in order to love him more passionately. As| am looking forward
to live my religious life with more passion and commitment the
thought of Mar Ephrem gives me the new ray of hope.

Before | conclude let me thank all those who have been good
to meand apologizeto al whom | have disappointed. With the hope
that God who hasbeen so kind and faithful to me so far will giveme
strength to live out my religious life with the ‘fervour’ that | had at
thetime of my first religious vows, | ask for aspecia remembrance
fromall my fellow bethaniansas| mark my Silver Jubileeinreligious
life. May God bless Bethany through us as she completes her 100
glorious years of witnessing God’s lovein the world.

O
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