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Voice of our Patron

05

Dear Rev. Fathers, Sisters and my Dear People of 
God, 
    The month of August is blessed with a multiple great 
events which not only bear on our spiritual life but 
also on our social conducting as patriotic citizens of 
our beloved country. The Church celebrates the Feast 
of St. John Baptist Maria Vianney, a remarkable Saint 
whom the Church upholds as the model and patron of 
all priests, who labour in the Vineyard of the Lord. Re-
sponding positively to the first assignment given to him 
to a rather obscure and morally degraded village of Ars 
near Lyons, Maria Vianney started his mission totally 
surrendering to the will of God. While sending he was 
told that “there is not much love of God in the parish, 
you will enkindle it”. He really enkindled it not only for 
the people of Ars but to millions all over the world. His 
modus operandi remains very much “live” and “effec-
tive” for the contemporary world as well as to all the 
ministers of our Lord Jesus. He became the Cure of Ars 
by his spiritual direction of the souls in the confessional 
where he spent 14-18 hours daily. He was a man from 
the Altar to the people and from the people to the Al-
tar. As we, the priests who ceaselessly labour in the par-
ishes for the Lord, be reminded, constantly that “any-
thing we do without offering it to God, is wasted”. This 
was a catch word of Saint John Baptist Maria Vianney. 

the Altar to the people and from the people to the Altar. As we, the priests who ceaselessly 
labour in the parishes for the Lord, be reminded, constantly that “anything we do without 
offering it to God, is wasted”. This was a catch word of Saint John Baptist Maria Vianney.
      The Transfiguration of our Lord is yet another important event in our ecclesial life. 
During his earthly life Jesus had often told his disciples of his Kingdom and of his second 
coming in glory, the parousia, at the end time. But before his passion in order to strengthen 
them in their faith in the Kingdom of God and the Glory therein, he gave them a wonderful 
vision, an experience of the future. In this event, Jesus was not only seen revealed firsthand 
as the long awaited Messiah, but was acknowledged as the beloved and only begotten Son of 
God the Father. For the disciples, who were with Him, it was a foretaste of the very essence 
of the redemptive work of Jesus. The Church celebrates this glorification through this feast.
      As citizens of our beloved motherland and constitutive members of the mystical Body 
of Christ, the Church, August 15th is a great significant day for all of us. We commemorate 
the Amritha Mahostva, the 75th anniversary of our Independence Day and the feast of 
Assumption of our Blessed Mother to Heaven. While remembering our patriotic leaders 
and their sacrifices to achieve this freedom from the foreign rule, let us dedicate ourselves 
to the well being of our nation and pray for our beloved country. The past 75 years of 
Independent India tells us of various milestones contributing to its making and reminds 
us of our responsibility to remain faithful to the constitutional values to take India to 
even greater heights. The feast of the Assumption of the Blessed Mother Mary reflects an 
increased theological emphasis on the glorification of the complete person of Mary, that 
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is her body as well as soul anticipating the state promised to the rest of humankind. As 
mother of God, it is our firm faith in the teaching of the church that from the very first 
moment of her existence, sin had no hold over her and she always bowed to the will of 
God and thereby held an important role in the episode of redemption next to her Son. On 
this feast, we celebrate not only her passing from this life but also her resurrection and 
ascension into heavenly glory, whereby she shares fully the triumph of the Risen Lord.       
      Apart from these festal celebrations, we also celebrate two important events in the life of 
the church, such, the catechetical day and the social Justice Sunday. The catechetical Sunday 
reminds the church and the parents to the type of up bringing that is required in the present. 
Proper faith formation along with other wellbeing is a collective mission of the church. I 
wish all our children and the catechism teachers all the blessing and God’s grace in fulfill-
ing this mission. May the leadership taken by all the Headmasters and Headmistresses bear 
greater fruits in this mission of the Church. The Social Justice points to the role of the church 
in the social sector. The church always stands for the integrity of the person irrespective of 
the caste and creed. Respect for human life and dignity of the human person remain the basis 
of all social teachings of the church. This Sunday, once again, reminds us of the need for a 
just society and in particular, our role and active participation in the concrete situations of 
life to wipe out all sorts of social injustice that are prevalent today. May God bless all!
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Diocesan News

Mar Ivanois Day Celebration 
    The 69th Commemoration of Servant of God Archbishop Mar Ivanios was celebrated at the regional 
as well as the parish level in the diocese. Events like Regional and parish level Commemoration 
were conducted along with Padatyathra, Adoration, Solemn Holy Mass, Dhoopa Prarthana, Reflections 
by MCYM and Bhavan Jyothis, Agape etc. His Excellency, Most Rev. Dr. Geevarghese Mar Makarios 
took part in the Ivanios day celebration and Episcopal Consecration in Trivandrum.   

• DK Region :
   The DK region commemorated Mar Ivanios Day on 17th July, 2022 at St. George SMC Church, 
Kodimbala wherein all the Priests, Sisters and Parishioners of the region joined. Very Rev. Dr. Eldho 
Puthenkandathil, the vicar general of the diocese was the main celebrant and Rev. Fr. Melwin OIC gave 
the message of the day. After the Holy Mass, the celebration was concluded with the doopa prathana
and agape. 

• Shivamogga Region :
    The Shivamogga region commemorated Mar Ivanios Day on 17th July, 2022 
with padayatra from St. Mary’s SMC Church, Shivamogga to St. Thomas SMC 
Church, Bhadravathi under the leadership of the MCYM and MCA of the region. 

• Bangalore Region :
    The Bangalore region commemorated Mar Ivanios Day in the parish level with 
Solem Holy mass, Padayatra, commemoration meetings, doopa prathana and so on. 
Most Rev. Dr. Vincent Mar Paulos was the the main celebrant at St. John’s SMC 
Church, Singasandra. St. Mary’s Church, Hennur conducted a padayatra and 
St. Joseph’s SMC church, Mattikere had arranged an exhibition in connection with 
the Mar Ivanios Day Celebration.  
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REPORT ON ADVANCED LEARNER SESSION
“MENTAL HEALTH FOR YOUNGSTERS”

    On 24th July 2022, The MCYM unit of St. Joseph’s Malankara Catholic Church, Mathikere had con-
ducted a seminar on mental health for youngsters. The speaker of the session was Ms. Sneha Sam. K, 
topper student of Master of Social Work, specialized in Medical and Psychiatry. It was based on creat-
ing awareness about mental health among youngsters and coping with stressors. The speaker made it in-
teresting to the youth beginning with questions, conducting individual activities, and keeping the session 
interactive till the end, which engaged all the youth members. The speaker covered on the importance of 
mental health in our present society, the need to help those with mental illness and addictions, awareness 
about different addictions with examples from day-to-day news, building a resilient self, asking for help 
from professionals, and self – love. At the end, the team conducted an activity with the youth, by dividing 
them into four teams. The activity was a puzzle game that focused on team building and brainstorming.

• Euphoria 2022 :
    The Euphoria 2022, a football tournament was organized by MCYM Unit of St. Alphon-
sa Malankara Catholic Church, Carmelram on 09th July, 2022 at Greenfield Club, Bangalore. 
All the MCYM units of the region participated in the event.  Mar Ivanios Team, Madiwala 
won the first prize. St. Joseph Malankara Catholic Church, Mathikkere became the runners-up.

Commission for Youth 
(MCYM)
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• Kasadinda Rasa Spardhe :
    MCYM Bangalore Region organized Kasadinda Rasa Spardhe; best out of waste competition which 
was open to all age groups. The competition focused on bringing an understanding among the peo-
ple about preserving the environment by reusing and recycling waste material. All participants had to 
share a small video of them making the product and send the video, image and a description of the fi-
nal product. On 17th July, 2022 the results were announced by Rev. Fr. Cleetus Kizhakkoodan. 

Commission for Family 
(Bhavana Jyothis)

• Elections  :
    Unit elections were conducted in the month of July for all the Bhavana Jyothis units in the diocese for the 
year 2022-24. Regional elections will be scheduled under the presidency of the respected regional directors. 
Diocesan elections are scheduled on 31st August, 2022 at Shanthibhavana Catholic bishop’s house, Puttur.

• Ivanian Reflection :
    The Bhavana Jyothis unit members of St. John’s Malankara Catholic Church, Singasandra took up the 
initiative to reflect through the life of the Servant of God Archbishop Mar Ivanios from 1 -15 July, 2022 
via online platform. Every day the unit members gathered online for the evening prayer and reflection.

Commission for Education
Mar Ivanios College of Education

• Mar Ivanios Day :
    Commemoration of the Heavenly Patron of the Institution, Geevarghese Mar Ivanios, the first Arch 
Bishop of Trivandrum, founder and first head of the Malankara Syrian Catholic Church, was on 14th 
July, 2022. The staff and students actively participated in the program presided over by the manager. 
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• Azadi Ka Amruth Mahostav  :
      College level competitions on Essay writing, Patriotic song, Painting, Poster making had been conducted 
in the college on 21st  July, 2022  in connection with Azaadi Ka Amruth Mahotsav which is an initiative of the 
Government of India to celebrate and commemorate 75 years of independence and the glorious history of its 
people, culture and achievements. The winners have participated in the zonal and inter zonal competitions.

• Aatidonji Dina  :
      The college campus witnessed Aatidonji dina celebration which is the famous Aati festival in Thulun-
adu. The students performed programmes which highlight the traditional significance of the festival. The 
students derived happiness by playing aati special games and enjoyed the aati special traditional food together.

• Seminar on NEP 2020  :
    A seminar on NEP - 2020 was conducted on 19th July, 2022 
in association with Commerce Club to make the student 
teachers more knowledgeable and be updated about the new 
policy which is the need of the time. The eminent resource 
person Dr. Ravi M N, the professor, Govt First Grade College, 
Vamadapadavu enlightened the students on the topic.
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• St. Thomas Day :
    St. Thomas day was celebrated on 3rd July 2022 at the St. 
Thomas School auditorium. Rev. Fr. Sunny John, the parish 
priest of St. Mary’s Church, Athyadi was the chief guest of the day. 
Very Rev. Fr John Nellivila presided over the event.

• Rainy Day for Blooming Buds :
    St. Thomas Kindergarten celebrated ‘Rainy Day for Blooming 
Buds on 22nd July 2022 at school ground. Very Rev. Fr John 
Nellivila was the chief guest while Very Rev.  Fr. Rooble A
yiraveli was the guest of honour. The children enjoyed 
the bliss of rain and also participated in some agricultural 
activities such as planting the seedlings of paddy.

St. Thomas Residential School, Byndoor

  Mr. Biju S.R the parishioner of St. John’s Malankara Catholic Church, Singasandra and 
the pastoral council member of the diocese was elected the President of Bangalore Malayali Catholic 
Association (BMCA). Congratulations and best wishes!

Congratulations!
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Wishes

15-Days Nombu (Shunoyo) begins
St. John Maria Vianney, Patron of Priest
Erection of the Eparchy of Parasala (2017)
Transfiguration of Our Lord
The Syro-Malankara Catholic Sunday School Day
St. Dominic
Mar Mathias, the Apostle
St. Lawrence
St. John Berchmans
St. Maxmillian Colbe
Feast of Shunoyo
Anniversary of the Episcopal Consecration of Moran Mor 
Baselios Cardinal Cleemis Catholicos (2001)
Independance Day of India
Social Justice Sunday
Comm. of Bishop Jacob Mar Barnabas (2021)
St. Monica
St. Augustine
Beheading of St. John the Baptist, St. Euphrasia
Joseph & Nicodemus of Arimathea

1 Monday
4 Thursday   
5 Friday
6 Saturday
7 Sunday
8 Monday
9 Tuesday
10 Wednesday
13 Saturday
14 Sunday
15 Monday

21 Sunday
26 Friday
27 Saturday
28 Sunday
29 Monday
30 Tuesday

   

Important Dates

Birthday Wishes!

Aug 1 : Rev. Fr. Ayiravelil Rooble 
Aug 19 : Rev. Fr. Rino John Varghese 

Aug 29 : Rev. Fr. Kuzhinapurath Thomas 
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