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To begin, before we talk about life after
COVID-19, there is an urgent need to talk
about life after the lockdown. It is difficult to
imagine that any one of us can return to what
was the "old normal". Shops and offices will
slowly limp back putting up a brave front and
expending all their energies to ensure that
they somehow survive. The Government has
yet to share a blueprint for revival and
recovery of the stricken economy. Reassuring
noises have failed to comfort the most
distressed segment of the population - the
daily wagers (those on a daily wage, living
hand to mouth). We discuss the digital divide,
but the "new normal" induced by COVID-19
should oblige us to discuss the living divide
also. The novel coronavirus disease (COVID-
19) lockdown has led to disruptions on a scale
we have never seen before. Itis not clear what
the "new normal" of our lives will be when
country after country went into lockdown and
many employees turned their homes into
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offices. Overall they embraced the flexibility
and zero commute that remote working
affords. The first case of COVID-19 in India was
reported on 30" January 2020. India currently
has the largest number of confirmed cases in
Asia, where India has approved two COVID-
19 vaccines for restricted use. Both vaccines
have received what is known as a "restricted
use approval inan emergency situation". This
approval for Covaxin is like a backup. The
COVID-19 infections and deaths are
accelerating in many parts of the world. With
16% of the world's population belonging to
youth (aged between 15-24) which in turn
constitutes nearly 25% of the total working
age population, enhancing the skills of the
youth is an imperative that we cannot ignore
if we are to successfully address the
devastating socio-economic effects of the
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pandemic on our youth. The pandemic has
affected young people more than any other
group, with nearly one in six young people out
of work. We are also observing an increase
of unemployment being more pronounced
among young women as compared to young
men. Those that have managed to retain their
jobs have seen their working hours cut by
nearly 25 percent. In recent months young
and healthy people in their 20's and 30's who
are socially and economically active, mobile
and returning to school have been driving
transmission. Many are often asymptomatic
or they present with only mild symptoms
when infected and therefore, may unknow
ingly spread the virus to co-workers, family
members, fellow students and others. Relaxed
control measures, declining risk perception
and understandable desire to return to
normalcy have led to reduced protective
behaviours and more social and workplace
interactions where the virus spreads
efficiently. The recent resurgence of cases and
undetected transmissions among younger and
healthier populations suggests that the
COVID-19 outbreak will likely continue for the
foreseeable future until a safe, effective and
affordable vaccine becomes widely available.
However, in current times we have witnessed
economies around the world that have been
affected, subsequently hampering the

possibility of improving the skills of young
people.

The global pandemic has impacted
not only employment opportunities but
has also disrupted the delivery of
education, training and skills develop
ment programmes and has also made
labour market entry and transition
between jobs quite challenging. People
have adopted new behaviours to prevent
infection such as mask wearing, physical
distancing, hand hygiene and tele-
working as part of daily life. Now the
challenge is to make these new behaviours
part of our everyday life and subsequently a
greater willingness to adopt infection
prevention practices as part of the "new
normal”. Embedding these practices as part
of our "new normal" can be a stepping stone
to a new future with benefits for other health
issues far beyond the response to COVID-19.

After a year of the pandemic we are
starting to see a way to restore health,
economies and societies together. Long-term
planning and investments will enable us to
rebuild more resilient societies and help
achieve our common vision - that tomorrow's
generation of young women and men need
to be equipped to walk a common path
towards a "new normal" built for peace, safety
and security. While the experiment is not over
yet, the lessons have more or less been
learned. So where do we go from here? Should
we shrug this off as a temporary turn of events
or should we use the lessons learned to define
and improve our future? "Yea, though | walk
through the valley of the shadow of death, |
will fear no evil: for thou art with me; thy rod
and thy staff they comfort me". (Psalm 23:4)
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CHRISTMAS J.A.M
Express your Christmas thoughts in a minute !
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ust A Minute

Bne minate {_Sa!i{f f?)mﬂm,_-_)%.

Convey your Christmas n
fhoughts in a minute! S

Last Date : *
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Open to all MCYM "l’-:':ut‘
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In memory of Lane Marlamma John
(MCYM Mallappally Asimator & Former Archdicsese Animator)
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Diocese of Pune
MCYM Eparchial Secretariat

Pune conducted an online Carol choir sing-
ing competition for the malankara youths world
wide to participate in December 2020. The results
were announced on 10" January, 2021. Winners
are: 1% : Holy Redeemers SMCC, Kalewadi, Pune
2" : St. Thomas SMCC, Thane, Mumbai
3 :St. Thomas SMCC, West Delhi.
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