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About this issue

A Catechetical Seminar for a sclect group of the
rala clergy was held from Oct. 25 to 28, 1967,
Jascph’s  Pontifical Seminary, Alwaye. Fr. Joha
Lofinger, S. ., Director of the East Asian Pastoral
tute, Manila, and a pioneer of the Catechetical move
conducted the course. This issue of the S. H. I eague b
G. Panikulam, who had been an active participant
Seminar, is a summary presentation of the nature.of m
catechetical trend throughout the Church, as pictured b
Hofinger. i

Vat Il. in its Decree on the Pastoral office of b
Bishops in the Church says, *Catechetical training is inte
ed to make men's faith become living, conscious and aet
through the light of instruction. Bishops should see 1o it
that such training be painstakingly given to children, ado
. lescents and even grown-ups” (n.I14). ;

But, what about the traditional Catechesis, wkichf¥e
vails even now in several parts of the world? What a
Catechesis in the Church of Kerala? Are we not pushi
“awith the old method in which the student is compelled to lé
by rote ceriain disconnectea formulas of dogma, #
getting to the real core of our Faith? It is high timé
counteract this situation. lmmediate steps should be take
improve Catechesis in its method, aim and content. The
thod should be kerygmatic, adapted to the age and uml
standing of the students, well equipred with the finding
modern psychology of education and of technology- The
of Catechesis is not merely to teach religion but maké
way of life. It should enable the student to live a lif
faith, and of active participation inthe Service of the V¥
For this it is necessary that Catechesis exposes the real &
tent of religion—the message of God, the redeeming a
God depicted in the pages of Holy Bible.
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