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{ RE-UNION
' BECAME
A REALITY

On the morning of 20" August 1930, a strange procession
was seen wending its way down the mountain slopes of
Perunad. Mar Ivanios, Mar Theophilus, eighteen
suffronrobed monks and a straggle of orphans at the rear
walked slowly with bent heads. They were ‘foresaking’
Bethany the house which had sheltered them for eleven
years. Where were they going indeed? They were pioneers
of a great mass re-union movement.

They got into the boats which awaited them at the river
Bethany. At 4 p.m. they reached Ranni, from where they trav-
elled by bus so as to reach Vennikulam before dusk. The
party stayed in a day-school of which Mar Ivanios was man-
ager. After a frugal supper, all gladly sought rest on the bare
floor - Bishops, Priests, brethren and orphans side by side.
The next day Mar Ivanios and Mar Theophilus left for
Thirumoolapuram near Tiruvalla. The life of the Monk s at
Vennikulam was really pathetic yet devotional. The news
about Bethany Asram had gone far and wide. Sympathisers
and the merely curious hastened to Tiruvalla to call on Mar
Ivanios. They found him a prey to a certain amount of natu-
ral anxiety concerning the course of events, but full of confi-
dence in his mission nevertheless. At that period Mar Ivanios
suffered actual want, for, the people of Tiruvalla who had
formerly been generous, now withdraw their support. Rice
was scarce and curries were a luxury. But fasting did not
worry the two bishops.
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The sufferings and perse-
cutions of the bishops and
others were terrible than mis-
erable. The crowds who had
once acclaimed him on
Dwarf Mountain, rejoicing if
they might so much as man-
age to kiss the hem of his gar-
ment, began to hoot and
booh him. Children whom
his hands had blessed, were
encouraged by their parents
to throw stones at him not to
hurt, but just to show their
contempt. But the great Mar
Ivanios was not in the least
perturbed.

On Thursday the 18th
September 1930, early morn-
ing a car moved from
Tiruvalla along the road to
the South at its full speed and
stopped in front of the
Bishop’s House, Quilon. Out
from it “The Indian
Newman” and a group of
four came. The ‘Newman’
was no less a personage than
the great Mar Ivanios, the
pride and glory of the non-
Catholic Christians of Kerala.
His long bearded face looked
serene and calm, in spite of a
thousand anxieties that beset
him. His fiery eyes that have
the marvellous power to read
the thoughts and feelings of
others, looked all the more
graceful and seraphic. The
angelic smile that has the
magnetic power to win the
hearts, played pleasently
over his lips. His majestic
head was held erect despite
a sense of impending diffi-
culties and persecution. His

sagacious fore-head spoke
eloquently of a staunch and
firm purpose in his mind. His
noble heart was throbbing
fast to realise his long desired
goal.

Out from the Bishop’s
House, a Venerable prelate
whos face wreathed in smiles
came down, with out-
stretched in smiles came
down, with out-stretched
arms to welcome the party
with joy. He was none other
than Dr. Aloysius Benziger of
revered memory, the
Carmelite Bishop of Quilon.
All the five newcomers
rested in prayer for two days.
They made it days of Retreat.
All of the group observed
strict fast.

Early morning at 7.30 a.m.
on 20th September 1930 the
great Mar Ivanios, the saintly
Bishop Mar Theophilus, Rev.
Fr. John OIC, Deacon Alex
(now Fr. Seraphion OIC) and
Kileeleth Chacko knelt down
in the ‘House of God’. Mar
Ivanios, holding fast his epis-
copal golden hand-cross in
his right hand and the Holy
Bible in the other, made the
profession of Faith to Bishop
Dr. Benziger in the presence
of Dr. James Kalacherry, the
then Bishop of
Changanacherry, and Dr.
Vincent Pereira, the then
Bishop Elect of Kottar, Mar
Ivanios in entering the
Noah’s Ark of the New Tes-
tament prophetically took
with him four companions: a
Bishop, a priest, a deacon and
a lay-man indicating that
Bishops, priests, clerics in
Holy Orders and laymen in
plenty were to follow his
noble example, in subse-
quent years.
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The entire Christian world
recognised it as the greatest
Church-ward movement of
the 20" century. If heaven
will rejoice at the conversion
of a single sinner, how un-
bounded must be the joy in
heaven at the pleasant sight
of such an army of converts?
If 3" January 1653 was the
most sorrowful day in the
annals of the Church in India,
20" September 1930 was the
happiest day. If the former
was to divide and separate
the St. Thomas Christians,
the latter was to unite and
strengthen them under the
banner of the Pope, the vis-
ible head of the Church.

Pope Pius XI gracioushy
sent a cable message of con-
gratulations to Mar Ivanios,
assuring him and his com-
panions, “A welcome, A Big
welcome.” Later, the secre-
tary to the Holy Father sent a
long message. A part of it
reads thus:-

........... His Holiness re-
ceive with great satisfaction
and joy, the consoling news
of the conversion to the
Catholic Church, of the
Jacobite clergy and people,
and has cofided to me the
honourable office of commu-
nicating to your Excellency,
Mar Theophilus, the priests,
the Religious and faithful re-
turned to the one Holy
Catholic Faith, his paternal
blessing. The Holy Father
purses with special interest
and solicitude your zealous
labours animated by a mag-
nanimous spirit of Christian
Charity, exhorting at the
same time pious to join him
in beseeching the Lord, from
the abundance of His mercy,
to bless all with the plenitude
of His gifts...”



Sunday the 21st Sept. 1930
was a busy as well as happy
day for Mar Ivanios. He re-
ceived all the inmates of
Vennikulam Asram into the
Holy Church. All the
Bethany sisters were admit-
ted to re-union on Monday
morning. Gradually priests,
clerics and layfolk began to
find their way to the Catho-
lic Church through the new
movement under Mar
Ivanios.

On 2nd May 1932, Mar
Ivanios visited Rome to pay
his homage to the Holy Fa-
ther. One of the persons
present at the first meeting
between the Holy Father and
Mar Ivanios revealed that the
joy of both was so great, it
almost overflowed; and Pope
Pius XI, who never ventured
to speak English though he
understood the language
well, broke his habitual re-
serve to say with deep feel-
ing: “You are a good son”.
Perhaps no ther word in the
whole interview, conducted
by means of interpreters,
gave Mar Ivanios so much
happiness. By an altogether
singular privilege, the Holy
Father desired to confer the
Sacred Pallium on Mar
Ivanios with his own hands.

Explaining his conversion
to the world, Mar Ivanios
spoke from Rome that in his
early life he had special ad-
miration for the saints. “I
craved the heavenly joy of
communion with the saints.
I found out that this joy was
un-attainable so long as I
stayed away from that
Church which had produced
and nurtured them. Another
feature of the Church that
struck me irresistibly is the
fact of its sure guidance on

everything connected with
life, both for individuals and
for mankind.”

On 11th June 1932, by the
decree “Christo Pastorum
principal”, the same Holy
Father Pius XI, known as the
‘Pope of Re-union” estab-
lished the Syro-Malankara
Hierarchy with Trivandrum
as Archdiocese and Tiruvalla
asits suffragan diocese. Thus
a new Rite that has its time-
honoured traditions and cus-
toms was added to the “en-
ticing beauty of the diversity
of various Rites of the Catho-
lic Church.”

The ceremonies of this
Oriental rite will strike ev-
eryone as most impressive.
The vestment worn is much
like the cope and is embroi-
dered with the Eucharistic
symbols of wheat and
grapes; special slippers are
worn together with this, but
only at the altar. The book
being an Eastern Syriac Mis-
sal, the celebrant begins to
read it from the end back-
ward. At the time of the Holy
Mass, several invocations to
the Holy Ghost are made and
the celebrant lifts his arms
heavenward, bringing down
the hands subsequently with
a fluttering motion that sig-
nifies the descent of the
Paraclete upon the Divine
Mysteries.

The priests while giving
solemn blessing during
Mass, makes the sign of the
Cross over the people with
the thumb and first two fin-
gers joined together signify-
ing the Holy Trinity. The
people also sign themselves
in the same way.

The words of consecra-
tions are said aloud and the
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bell is rung continually until
the double act is done. A pro-
cession is made during Mass,
the celebrant coming for-
ward to the middle of the
sanctuary and lifting the
Chalice and the Paten on
high to bless the congrega-
tion and the faithful may see
them in preparation for Com-
munion. The Communion is
given to the people under
both kinds, as is the custom
of Eastern Churches. The
particle from the Host is
dipped in the Precious Blood
and is received by the com-
municant standing, as was
the universal custom of the
ancient Church.

This rite uses Malayalam,
the local langauage, along
with Syriac in its liturgy. It is
easy to follow and is enriched
with elements of solemnity,
majesty and mystery. It main-
tains a continuous dialogue
between the celebrant and
the community. Since there is
full participation of the laity
in the liturgy, the ceremony
becomes lively as well as de-
votional, and so it is truly a
people’s liturgy. The liturgy
has got intimate connexion
with the Holy Scripture, and
the prayers are replete with
echoes and idioms of the
Bible. The liturgy of the Syro-
Malankara Rite is thus a shin-
ing jewel on the diadem of
the ever so beautiful One,
Holy, Catholic and
Appostolic Church, the
spouse of Jesus Christ.
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ON AN EVENING IN
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