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Bishop Jacob Mar
Barnabas -
Past reminiscences

By Sabu Pappachan, Bangalore
Sabhathala Suvisesha Sangam, Eparchy of Puttur

Of course, he was tough. In all
aspects, even in his last days fighting
against various health issues. A few
months after his ordination as Bishop,
I caught a glimpse of him for the first
time at a house blessing back in 2007.
There was very minimal interaction
during that time, even then he exuded
confidence and resembled a Basket
ball player. His frequent visits to
Bangalore and various interactions
paved the way in establishing a closer
bond between us.

Once after a function, he
showed an interest to have some
quality time, which I accepted
joyfully. The talk was nothing to do
with church nor spirituality. His
questions guided me to talk about
Bangalore city, evolution from 1980
onwards, population growth, techno-
logical growth, formation of IT city,
financial growth, cultural changes
and of course Social media influence.
As the questions he asked me and his
keen interest to know more about
Bangalore excited me, our conver-
sation lasted for an hour. He seemed
to pause for a while in silence, and
then a new question was raised by
him, he asked me how we could
channelize all the benefits the city (or
any city) has to offer for the growth
of rural areas. He spoke enthusias-
tically of what he desires to do. While
spreading the world of God is an
integral part, he earnestly wanted to
be involved in service of the down-
trodden and sought measures to
achieve the same. He was not gentle
about his intentions, rather he was
firm and strong-willed, he asked me
to prepare a report on how the city
could provide support to the rural
community. I happily agreed.
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From that time, I noticed that
in all his sermons, speeches, casual
conversations mission activity was
the central theme. He was quite
serious whenever he talked about
mission activity. He was not
politically correct, nor did he ever
want to be politically correct just to
impress a few people around him. He
had the conviction and courage to tell
anyone about the purpose and his call.
I have noticed a few occasions where
he spoke up when we had taken
things for granted. Be it the scorching
heat or the freezing cold, he would
walk with the tribal people and
joyously engage with them.

On another occasion, he took
up 3 roles together a Counsellor, a
Mahapurohithan and a school friend.
Three different versions of the same
person could be noticed when he
visited a home in Bangalore where a
child was extremely worried over his
studies in 2012. After patiently
listening, he counselled for an hour
and then prayed over the boy. Before
leaving he pulled out his business
card (since spreading the Good News
is his business) from his cassock and
gave it to the boy and said, “Any
problem, any time, even at midnight
call me” and he left after a pat on the
boy’s back.

Many times he used to get
upset and give his piece of mind for
the careless attitude of our (Malankara
Catholics) mission activities. He
dared to pinpoint the core issue
amongst us in propagating the Word
of God and criticized our inability to
come out of our comfort zone for a
greater cause because his yardstick
was the Servant of God, Mar Ivanios.
Honestly, he had every right to
criticize us, when he took the trouble
of walking through the broken lanes
of many villages, eating unhygienic
food among the poorest of the poor
in many North Indian villages.

Clear conviction about his call
on earth and unquestionable faith in
his heavenly Master Lord Jesus
Christ was evident in him while
executing many services for HIM.
He truely believed in the Bible Verses
“The harvest is great, but the workers
are few”. I believe that he was in a
hurry to complete his asignments
before his time on earth concluded
and that’s probably why he was stern
and punctual in his endeavours. Let
many of us come forward to follow
in his footsteps and be part of the
missionary relay that he started.
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