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Ordained Priesthood:
A Special Call to Holiness in Reference to Pastores Dabo Vobis

Rev. Fr. Dr. Thomas Reji Padinjattemelethil OIC

Ordained Priesthood “is a response to the call of the Lord of the vineyard. The
first response, the direct one, is availability to follow the vocational path, while the
indirect response, gradual and total, is the one given throughout life and with one’s
whole life. It is simple and at the same time complex, just as man is complex, and the
conditions of his existence are complex and diverse, whether they are internal or the
result of the circumstances of time and place: circumstances of history, environment or
soclety”- as stated by Saint John Paul I, in the opening ceremony of the 1990 synod on
Priestly Formation. It is a cardinal subject to be considered with much priority, as the
priests are called for priestly service in the Church. The call to ordained priesthood is a
personal call by the Lord as well, a special call to holiness.

Understanding the Call to Holiness

Regarding the spiritual formation of the priests, the apostolic exhortation as a
whole constantly refers to the decrees of the second Vatican council, especially to
Presbyterorum ordinis and Optatam totius. According to B. Pitaud, the Pastores Dabo
Vobis is an authorized commentary on these documents. He writes the present apostolic
exhortation, following the teaching of the second Vatican council, has closely linked
the spiritual life of the priests with their ministry. The priests are specially dedicated or
consecrated for the sake of their ministry. The apostolic exhortation explains: "By virtue
of this consecration brought about by the outpouring of the Spirit in the sacrament of
holy orders, the spiritual life of the priest is marked, moulded and characterized by the
way of thinking and acting proper to Jesus Christ, head and shepherd of the church, and
which are summed up in his pastoral charity”. At the same time the exhortation mentions
the call of all faithful to holiness. “This same “Spirit of the Lord” is “upon” the entire
people of God, which becomes established as a people “consecrated” to God and
“sent” by God to announce the Gospel of salvation. The members of the people of God
are "inebriated” and “sealed” with the Spirit (cf. 1 Cor. 12:13; 2 Cor. 1:21ff;

Eph. 1:13; 4:30) and called to holiness”. In this sense, all are called to holiness by
the power of the Spirit. This is a calling by the ‘Father’ from all eternity. Then what is the
special call of the ordained priesthood to holiness? It is explained in the document that
the “priests are bound in a special way to strive for this perfection, since they are
consecrated to God in a new way by their ordination”. They are the living instruments of
Christ and represent the person of Christ by committing themselves to the service and
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care of all the people of God. At the same time, they are free, conscious and responsible
persons, not mere objects. The apostolic exhortation points out that the human weakness
of the priest "is remedied by the holiness of him [Jesus] who became for us a high
priest ‘holy, innocent, undefiled, separated from sinners’ (Heb. 7:26)". One could say
that this argument is equally applicable to all people of God. There is no distinction
between the human weakness of the priest and the faithful as they are human beings!

Symbolization of Jesus Christ

Spiritual life of the ordained priests, in all its senses, should be marked by their
fundamental attitude of service to the people after the model of Jesus Christ. This is to
free the world from all kinds of oppression and bring to humanity the fullness of life
and complete liberation. Furthermore: “The internal principle, the force which animates
and guides the spiritual life of the priest inasmuch as he is configured to Christ the
head and shepherd, is pastoral charity, as a participation in Jesus Christ’'s own pastoral
charity, a gift freely bestowed by the Holy Spirit and likewise a task and a call which
demand a free and committed response on the part of the priest”. The priest has to
dedicate himself to humanity following the pastoral charity of Jesus Christ.

Dedication to the Human Quality of Jesus Christ

In this context, | would like to present that, not only the priest but all faithful have
to dedicate themselves to humanity after the model of Jesus Christ, since all participate
in the same priesthood of Jesus Christ through the sacrament of baptism. There is no
distinction between the priest and the faithful with regard to doing good for humanity.
Both the priests and the faithful together constitute the community of Jesus Christ. It is
to be noted that the priest is not only in the Church but also in the forefront of the
Church. This shows that the ordained priesthood is highly esteemed in the Church for
the building up of the community of Jesus Christ. It also shows the special responsibility
of the ordained priest to proclaim the Word of God to all the nations. Moreover, the
role of the ordained priest is to build up the community together with the faithful.

According to the apostolic exhortation, the spiritual life of the priest and his mission
are intimately intertwined. “The priest’'s mission is not extraneous to his consecration or
juxtaposed to it, but represents its intrinsic and vital purpose: Consecration is for
mission. In this sense, not only consecration but mission as well is under the seal of the
Spirit and the influence of his sanctifying power”. The priest is the “steward” of the
Spirit, which is the source of holiness and the call to sanctification. He is called to
continue the saving ministry of Jesus Christ through pastoral charity. The celebration of
the Eucharist has a central place in the ministry and spiritual life of the priest where
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Christ himself becomes present through his ministers. It is an important expression of
pastoral charity.

Proclamation of the word of God

According to the teaching of the second Vatican council the first and foremost
work of the priest is to proclaim the Word of God. Through the proclamation of the
Word of God, he gathers people for the eucharist and unites them for the eucharistic
community, where he is the servant-leader. He is not the master but the servant of the
Word of God. He is not the possessor but in debt to the people of God because he
himself needs to be evangelized and renewed. Moreover, the apostolic exhortation
cautions that the transmitting of the Word of God should be “in its fullness” and it
should “develop a special sensitivity, love and docility to the living tradition of the
church and to her magisterium. These are not foreign to the word, but serve its proper
interpretation and preserve its authentic meaning”. The problem here is how to compare
the Word of God and the magisterium in an equal way. As to my viewpoint, both have
different functions in the Church. The magisterium can interpret the Word of God
adequately and correctly in its fullness. That does not mean that they have equal priority.

Evangelical Counsels
1. Obedience

An important issue that the apostolic exhortation mentions about the spiritual
life of the priest is the Gospel radicalism. This is “a fundamental, undeniable demand
flowing from the call of Christ to follow and imitate him by virtue of the intimate
communion of life with him brought about by the Spirit (cf. Mt. 8:18ff; 10:37ff; Mk. 8:34-
38; 10:17-21; Lk. 9:57ff)". In reality, this call is to all Christians, but the ordained priests
by their vocation are committed to this call more radically inspired by pastoral charity
of Jesus Christ, especially through the evangelical counsels of obedience, chastity and
poverty. Among these, obedience has priority, since it is "apostolic”. By this, it is clearly
convicted about the “submission” to the ecclesiastical authority, especially to one’s own
bishop, episcopal college and the Pope. This submission is “in no way a kind of
humiliation” but a “responsible freedom of the priest, who accepts not only the
demands of an organised and organic ecclesial life, but also that grace of
discernment and responsibility in ecclesial decisions which was assured by Jesus
to his apostles and their successors for the sake of faithfully safeguarding the
mystery of the church and serving the structure of the Christian community along
its common path toward salvation”. If the priest is properly motivated and lives without
servility, in accordance with the Gospel, then he is free from any kind of authoritarianism.
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Obedience has a community dimension which relates the priest to the whole presbyterate
in co-responsibility. Moreover, it has a dynamic pastoral character in relation to the
flock, his readiness to live for the needs and demands of the people entrusted to him
and around him.

2. Celibacy

Among the evangelical counsels, virginity or celibacy is the second one. The
practice of celibacy is to devote oneself to God with an undivided heart and to live in
service and love to others. The order of presbyter is conferred “only on men who have
given proof that they have been called by God to the gift of chastity in absolute and
perpetual celibacy”. Though celibacy is a Church law, it is considered as a precious gift
given by God to his Church and it is intimately linked to sacred ordination, which
configures the priest to Jesus Christ the head and spouse of the Church. Ultimately, it is
an incentive to pastoral charity. In the case of oriental churches, the apostolic exhortation
follows the ancient tradition of the Church that they can follow the married clergy
system.

3. Poverty

Regarding evangelical poverty, the apostolic exhortation says: “In reality, only the
person who contemplates and lives the mystery of God as the one and supreme good,
as the true and definitive treasure, can understand and practise poverty, which is certainly
not a matter of despising or rejecting material goods but of a loving and responsible
use of these goods and at the same time and ability to renounce them with great
interior freedom, that is, with reference to God and his plan”. Its aim is to follow Jesus
Christ and to love the poor. It enables the priest to be available for the poor, sick,
oppressed and the weakest who are entrusted to them. In administering the goods of
the community, the priest should be witness of a total "honesty”. He should not consider
them as his own, "but rather something for which he will be held accountable by God
and brothers and sisters, especially the poor”. He has to practise solidarity with the
underprivileged, a preferential option for the poor, to create a just society. Hence, the
practice of evangelical poverty has a prophetic significance in the present world.
Ultimately, all these will help the priest to grow in his holiness.

Participation in the Holiness of the Church

Another important element regarding the spiritual life of the priest is his
participation in the holiness of the Church. Undeniably all the faithful participate in the
holiness of the Church. But in particular, the “priest's membership in and dedication to
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a particular church”, his “relationship with his bishop in the one presbyterate, his sharing
in the bishop's ecclesial concern and his devotion to the evangelical care of the people
of God in the specific historical and contextual conditions of a particular church are
elements which must be taken into account in sketching the proper configuration of
the priest and his spiritual life”. His belonging to a particular Church gives “a wealth of
meaning, criteria for discernment and action which shape both his pastoral mission
and his spiritual life”. This belonging to a particular Church does not limit the activity of
the priest to that particular Church but ordination prepares the priest for the universal
mission of the Church - salvation to all. Hence, the spiritual life of the priest is intimately
related to his missionary zeal and dynamism. He has to form a missionary community
under his care through his ministry and witness of life. The apostolic exhortation says
that the Spirit of the Lord will help the priests to create a “new heart” and to develop a
“new law" of love, of pastoral charity, which is the source of holiness. In this article, one
could see that all the faithful are called to holiness by their baptismal vocation. But the
call of the ordained priest is a special call to holiness since they dedicate themselves
freely to the kingdom of God and to the building up of the community of Jesus Christ
together with all the faithful. Through the act of ordination, the priests receive the
Spirit of Christ in a special way to act in the name of Jesus Christ, in persona Christi,
and it demands or calls for a personal sanctification or holiness. Hence, according to
the apostolic exhortation of Pastores Dabo Vobis, the call of the ordained priest is a
special call to holiness.

Friends, in simple words and realistic nature, it becomes a real, life time challenge,
even for an ordained priest to embody the true and real reflection of Jesus Christ. The
Holy Bible clearly tells us that: “without the help of the Father, none can be sanctified”.
Sanctification is a never ending, life long process. We, as humans, are often weary and
weak. Still, when we seek God, he is there, ready enough to respond to our call. He will
never leave us, nor forsake us. Cling on to the Alpha and the Omega, who is the author
and guiding light of our life. He is forever faithful to lead us towards the crown of life.
May God'slight and the countenance of hisface, shine upon the newly ordained priests
of our congregation. May we all strive to live and lead a faithful life that is a pleasing
sacrifice in the eyes of our Saviour.

God Bless us all!!!
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A Prigst of my Lsight

Slany who love to dream
Do dream well in the night
Jhese dreams that make us gleam
But doesn 't seem so xight
But U dream of that day
Qn the da# and in the nig/tt
6f the da‘# that 2 would become
At riest of my Light
Sy light is my foxd
Sy soul and my whole
Sy dream is to build
tis kingdom as a whole
d /e sinnexs too axe sexved
nd fed in ftis sight
dhe wicked too may tuxn
Znd thus my hope is xight
2 hope that he would make
End keep me by oftis side
Q dream that cfte would take
U that is called mine
dVo mo~ze do 2 want
do be myself any moze
U L want even moze
Qs to be ftis and forxever mozxe
Q2 was boxn with oftis love
2 was nouxished by oftis grace
Q2 am filled with oftis_joy
With oftis body. that U ate
Sy dream is not to become
Fike oftim anymorce;
Sy dxeam is to becomne
Fully ftimself and nothing moxe
What else can 2 do
dgfoc gitim who love me so
dhran be oftis cPriest

dfFox ftis love in me to grow

Fr Renju Francis OIC
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Come, follow me, Jesus said, and | will make you fishers of men. "
At once they left their nets and followed him.
Matthew 4:18-20
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