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BETHANY

(A short history)

Some fifty years ago on the slope of a mountain in -
an undulating forest a non-Catholic priest drew towards
him a few young men of noble ideals. Away from the
hustle and bustle of the world they began to lead a life
of intense prayer and penance in the solitude and silence
of the forest. A few wattled sheds gave them shelter
and the small patches of vegetation around their abode
afforded them food. Though the forest was rich in -
wild game they would not touch meat, Early in the
morning they would get up to chant the divine hymns.
Long hours of meditation were interspersed with
manual labour. Trees had to be felled and rolled,
creepers burned and uprooted and the clearing tilted.
At night for fear of marauding elephants and other wild
beasts they would take to tops of trees. In a short
span of time as the community grew in number banana
plants and orange trees began to dot the mountain slope.

Meanwhile another cultivation was gathering
momentum. It was the more important cultivation of -
the mind. The father of the community, Archbishop
Mar Ivanios, who was then only a priest, was 2 man
of deep spirituality. He was well-read in the Fathers
of the Church, the pioneers of monasti¢ life and the
lives of the saints. Indian asceticism also had been
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always appealing to him. After a period of mental
struggle it finally dawned upon him that 2 harmonious
blending of Christian and Hindu asceticisms would prove
the best monastic ideal for India. He left no stones
unturned in moulding his community according to the
ideals he had set up. He would constantly remind his
spiritual sons of their religious calling : * We are here
to offer ourselves as holocausts, that is to say, totally
burned and consumed victims of sacrifice. Not even an
atom of our self should remain unburned in this total
immolation of ourselves. This self-abnegation becomes
sweet when it is done for the love of our Saviour, Jesus.
We can then repeat with St. Paul: “ Now it is not I,
but Christ lives in me.”

The example as well as the exhortation of the
beloved Founder was a source of inspiration to his
community. In that remote forest where there were no
amenities of modern civilization the monks lived a most
happy life. As charity reigned supreme in their midst
they felt nothing was wanting, A member of the
community once fell ill. To feed him a cow was bought.
After feeding him they found that there was some extra
milk every day. Now a problem cropped up. Who will
drink the extra milk ? As no one wanted it, finally the
‘milk was given to a wandering boy who had sought
shelter at Bethany,

Bethany could not remain hidden for long. Soon
it proved to be a light set up on a mountain. Non-
Christians as well as Christians were fascinated by the
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ideal and life of the Bethany Monks. The forest area
before long turned into a place of pilgrimage. Some
pious people would spend two or three days at the foot
of the mountain enjoying the Presence of God in this
hallowed spot. * Just seeing a member of the monastery
was something like seeing an angel coming from heaven
said an admirer of Bethany recently. This admirer is -
none other thai the present Archbishop of Trivandrum.
His Grace’s words aptly convey the impression people
had in general about Bethany.

The simplicity of the monks’ life was charming.
Like the Apostles they had few belongings. In their
saffrou robes the monks would go out sometimes into
the villages and preach the gospel of the Lord, Many
of their ascetical practices and regulations reminded
one of the * Sannyasies > of Hinduism. The Hindus who
had looked upon Christianity as a foreign religion now
began to show marked difference in their outlook.
Some of them supported the mission of Bethany while
others became spiritual disciples of Bethany.

According to the Fouader of the Congregation there
were many noble and sublime elements in Hinduism
which were to be assimilated by his followers. Catholi-
cism with its rich life also captivated his attention.
Often in his instructions to the community the Founder
would dwellat large on the beauty of the Catholic spirit
of discipline and the loftiness of some Hindu conceptions
of human life.

In 1930 the Bethany Foundations saw clearly before
them the path they were to follow., The Church to
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which they belonged pointed to the Universal Church.
The Catholic Church alone was fully equipped for the
mission of Christ, In that Church only could Bethany
bear fruit. Both the Congregations (for men and
women) followed the Founder, Archbishop Mar Ivanios,
to the Holy, Catholic Church,

Thus was ushered in the Re-union movement of
Kerala (Malabar). This tiny trickle by the infinite
mercy of God soon developed into a spring and
eventually into a mighty stream. In 36 years
1,30,000 persons have followed in the footsteps
of the Bethany Fathers and Sisters to the Holy
Catholic Church. For this phenomenal progress of
the Re-union movement we are profoundly grateful
to the various benefactors who have extended to us their
unstinted encouragement. But for their generous contri-
butions we could not have built so many churches and
mission sheds for the ever increasing number of converts.
It is most consoling for us to know that one of the most
fertile places for Re-union and conversion in the
world to-day is the mission field of the Re-union
movement of Kerala. The Bethany Congregation can
justly be proud of its contribution to the progress of the
Re-union movement,

But there is no reason for self-complacency. Those
who have returned to the unity of the Church form only
a small fraction of the 1,500,000 separated brethren in
Kerala. Besides there are the teeming millions of our
Hindu and Muslim brethren waiting for the message of
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the Master. Bethany in her humble way is trying to
equip herself to meet this present demand. All her
Schloastics are attending the Papal seminary in Poona
conducted by eminent professors of the Society of
Jesus. Some of the Bethany Fathers are also specialis-
ing in different fields of learning as well as activity.
Thanks to the mercy of our Lord, vocations to the
Congregation are on the increase. Attached to every-
one of the Bethany Houses, are a numbei - of mission
stations. Almost all the Fathers of Bethany are mis-
sionaries entrusted with several mission stations. The
good Shepherd has been extremely kind to them. They
have been blessed with many coversions and reunions.
To everyone of its benefactors and well—wishers
Bethany extends heartfelt gratitude and promises a
share in the fruit of its apostolate,
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What therefore shall we have

Young hearts fuil of zeal present themselves at the door of Bethany: ‘Behold,

we have left all things and have followed Thee
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Spon‘sored by the Bethany Scholastics,
Bethany Asram, Poona, 14 INDIA.

Cum Permissu Superiorum.





