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“I am grateful to Christ Jesus, our Lord,
who has strengthened me, because he judged me faithful
and appointed me to His service” (ITimothy 1:12)
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THE SYRO-MALANKARA CATHOLIC CHURCH ; MOST REV. VINCENT MAT PAULGS
DIOCESE OF PATHANAMTHITTA

HISHOP’S HOUSE
MARTHANDOM ~ 629 165
TAMIL NADU, INDIA.
Phone : 04651 - 274722

CATHGLIC BISHOP'S HOUSE

Fax : 04651 - 272910
MOST REY, YOUHANON MAR CHRYSOSTDM PATHAMAMTHITTA - 689 645 E-matii : bpmardio@gmait.com
BISHOP QF PATHANAMTHITTA KERALA, INDIA
Phone: +31-468-2223100, 2723200
T ) Fax: +81-458-2223800

E-mail; bpdiopta@gmail.com
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ORDER OF THE IMITATION OF CHRIST
Bethany Ashram Generalate
Vadavathoor P.O., Kottayam-686 010
Kerala, India.

Tel. Ph: +91 481 2578494, 2571515, FAX ; +91 481 2571057
Website: www.bethanyashram.com
E-mail: generalatecic@gmail.com; cic.infonews@gmail.com
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SISTERS OF THE IMITATION OF CHRIST
Bethany Sisters’ Provincialate
Vadavathoor P.O., Kottayam-686 010
Kerala, India.

E-mail . sicmothergeneral@yahoo.in, Phone: 0481-2578537, 2578437,
‘ Fax-1 D: 91-0481 - 2578537
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Fr. Jose Kadakampallil Cor Episcopo
An inspiring shepherd

Fr. Mathew Manaluvila OIC

Introduction

Fr. Jose KadakampallilCorEpiscopo is celebrating his
Golden Jubilee of Priestly ministry and Priestly life. Fr. Jose is an
Inspiring shepherd who is always committed fo building relations
and fulfilling responsibilities wherever he is and whenever he is
challenged. It would be a fitting accolade to his fifty years of priestly
service to reflect on the seven ‘Pillars’ of priesthood by Pope
Francis and to see how Pope’s visions on priest hood is reflected
in the life of Fr. Jose KadakampallilCor-episcopo. As these visions
are emerged from Pope’s conviction of his own priestly ministry, the
life of the Jubilerian too is a witness to his convictions on priestly life.

1) A shepherd who seeks Christ in daily life

‘Indeed your heavenly Father knows that you need all these
things. But strive first for the kingdom of God and his
righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as welf”.
Mt. 6.32-33

For a priest, to grow in communion with Christ, seeking Him
in daily life is the most important focus. The strength of a priest
depends on his relationship with Christ. In the life of Fr. Jose
Kadakampallil, this is very evident. He never wants to miss a
moment he can spend with Christ. In his ministry, his priority was
to establish a relationship with Christ. The grace given during
ordination has been nurtured during his fifty years of prayer and
intimacy with Christ.
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2) A shepherd who smells the sheep

“I am the good shepherd. | know my
own and my own know me, just as the
Father knows me and | know the Father.
And ! lay down my life for the sheep”. Jn.
10: 14-15.

This attitude refers to a closeness,
which the priest should have with his &
parishioners. Rather than being administrators and enjoying
administrative tasks, a true shepherd should give priority to the
basic mission he is entrusted. Priest's closeness to the people
of God is an extension of his closeness to Christ. Thus, the priests
are qualified to be called shepherds living with the smell of the
sheep. Fr. Jose Kadakampallii gave priority to this way of life.

3) A shepherd who links himself with service

“just as the Son of Man came not to be served but fo serve,
and to give his life a ransom for many” Mt. 20:28.

Parish ministry involves real contact with people especially
the poor and marginalised. This way the authority is connected
with service. The authority to serve is the nature of authority shown
by Christ. This is the most concrete way of imitating Jesus and
Fr. Jose enjoyed his ministry in doing the same.

4) A shepherd whose motto is “Be merciful”
“Be merciful, just as your Father is merciful”.Lk. 6:36

Be merciful should be the guiding motto of every priest in
his priestly ministry. The priest must be a minister of mercy. A
priest should realise that his whole life including his priestly
vocation, and the abundant blessings received during his priestly
life is painted with God’s mercy. God is never tired of dispensing
forgiveness and the priest following his command should be faithful
in dispensing that mercy both sacramentally and in their daily life.

oige



'7 Ff. Jose was merciful in his approach to poor people. He has
helped many in need through his deeds and consoled many
through his words.

5) A shepherd who lives a simple life

“Come to me, all you that are weary and are carrying heavy
burdens, and | will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you, and
learn from me; for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will
find rest for your souls”. Mt. 11:28-29.

The priest is called to a simplicity of life. Fr. Jose is exempiary
in following a simple life. Though diocesan priests do not take a
vow of poverty, Fr. Jose committed his life to simple life style. He
was against all worldly ambition and he is a clear challenge to his
fellow priests to examine the sincerity and authenticity of their
own spiritual poverty.

6) A shepherd who possess life integrity

‘Beware of false prophets, who come fo you in sheep’s
clothing but inwardly are ravenous wolves. You will know them b 3%
their fruits. Are grapes gathered from thomns, or figs from thistles ?”
ML7:15-16

The priest should be a model of integrity. There is no place
for priests in the heart of Christ if they are after arrogant clericalism,
any kind of abuse of their position or a concern to climb the ecclesial
career ladder. Fr. Jose has much personal experience to share
in this regard. He has sacrificed many chances in his life for the
sake of the values of the Kingdom of God. Pope Francis too is
calling and requiring priests to understand that their authority
derives not from worldly power but from personal integrity and
humility in imitation of Christ. It demands accountability in life and
Fr. Jose was strict to himself to be sincere in this. Quoting Pope’s
words ‘Otherwise priests can become wolves not shepherds’,

7) A shepherd who is a source of blessing

~ “In the same way, let your light shine before others, so that
they may see your good works and give glory to your Father in
heaven”. Mt.5:16.

mame ——Www.malankaralibrary. com  que0.

The priest shouid know that he is the light of the world and
need to be a source of blessing for his people. The anointing,
which he receives at his ordination,should flow through him to
those whom he serves. In his preaching, in his prayer, through
being truly present to his flock in the realities of their everyday
lives, the priest helps the people to realise that the blessings of
Christ is poured through the prayers, life and presence of priest.

. Fr. Jose gets warm reception whichever house he visits. Faithful

know that he is a man of prayer.
Conclusion

It is very clear that the thought of Pope Francis on the
priesthood emerges from his deep convictions. The priesthood
envisioned by Pope Francis is already reproduced in the life of Fr.
Jose Kadakampallil. Hence, it would be appropriate to conclude
this article with the words for us all from Pope Francis.

“Dear lay faithful, be close to your priests with affection and
with your prayers, that they may be always be shepherds according
to God's heart. And pray for those whom God is calling to be priests
that they may respond to this call with humility and joy.

Dear priests, may God the Father renew in us the Spirit of
holiness with whom we have been anocinted. May he renew his
spirit in our hearts so that this ancinting may spread to everyone,
especially to those “outskirts” where our lay faithful people most
look for it and most appreciate it. May our people sense that we
are the Lord’s disciples; and may they receive through our words
and deeds the oil of gladness which Jesus, the Anointed One,
came to bring us”.
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