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There are over 45,000 denomin
ations in Christianity. Christians who are
roughly one third of world’s population
are divided into thousands of different
denominations. While 21 century has the
glorious fortune to witness some serious
attempts to rectify the differences in the
Church of our Christ by holding fraternity
closer to our heart, the 19'" century or in
that case the earlier centuries post the
great schism of 1054 carries the dark days
of severance and strife. The Indian Syrian
Christian community, the apostolic church
formed by St. Thomas himself, with sublime

The Ivanian Dream
7

Akash N Shaji
Diocese of Puttur

history and traditions so golden and
precious was also not an exception. The
glorious Church of India was broken into
pieces, filled with disputes and uncerta
inty. But for every dusk there shall be
dawn and for every darkness there shall
be light. Thus was the story of a great
attempt, a bold and valiant effort of a
Reunion. Strong in his faith and by holding
the traditions and customs of the Malankara
Church close to his heart, came a man
walking towards God'’s unity so that they
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allmay be one —Geevarghese Mar Ivanios!
The eminent pioneer of Malankara
Reunion.

I would like to begin with a tale of our
dear Bishop. During the Episcopal Ordina
tion then, it was customary in the Jacobite
Church to repudiate the Council of Chalc
edon and Pope Leo but Geevarghese Rem
ban, on the other hand, was adamant that
he would not receive the Episcopal
Ordination if he had to repudiate the
Council and the Pope. The bishops later
gave up in front of his firmness and
ordained him without the said renunci
ation. After the Episcopal ordination, Mar
Ivanios made an “extra ordinarily” lengthy
speech where he expressed his desire that
the church might become one flock under
one shepherd - The dream that led him
towards the reunion. He was obstinate in
his views, in his ideology and in his dream
to stitch back the broken Church of
Malankara together, a dream that requi
red immense faith, courage and determina
tion and in the end of the day Mar Ivanios
stood strong and high upon his will power
and made that dream possible. The path
towards his dream wasn’t an easy one,
rather it was filled with obstacles, insults,

and alienations. But Mar lvanios was a
strong man who rowed his boat against
the fiercest and toughest of the streams
to reach his destination. He had the
obstinacy of St. Joseph who never gave up
on God’s will and here, the Catholic
Communion was the God’s will. That’s the
reason why Mr. G. K. Chesterton, well
known as the Prince of Paradox called Mar
Ilvanios the ‘Newman of the East’. On the
occasion of Silver Jubilee of his Episcopal
Consecration, His Eminence Cardinal
Tiserant wrote to Mar lvanios, “Your
fidelity to the Holy Father, your zeal, your
spirit of sacrifice, your fortitude in
difficulties and your apostolic activities
nourished by an intense faith and piety
have enabled solid organization of the
Syro-Malankara Catholic Church which by
its catholic activities has become a beacon
light of attraction and has added further
lustre to the church”. Today, 90 years after
the catholic communion, the dream and
labour of Mar Ivanios, The Malankara
Syrian Catholic Church stands tall as the
lantern of a new hope, a new hope
towards unity in Christ. Our Church which
was formed with just 5 people on 20
September of 1930 has now grown into
an acclaimed community filled with vigour
and zeal and is a torch bearer of commu
nion and greatness in the universal church.
Today, when we proudly stand as a
Catholic, together in the great vision of our
dear Bishop Mar lvanios - The Malankara
Syrian Catholic Church, we should never
forget those tears that nurtured our
Church and those selfless efforts which
strengthened our faith. Let us be valiant
and obstinate like Mar Ivanios and thrive
together towards the greatness of God.
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Aboon Geevarghese Mar Ivanios
was the first Metropolitan Archbishop of
the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church and
Major Archdiocese of Trivandrum. Geev
arghese Panicker was born in Mavelikkara,
Kerala, India, on 21 September 1882 to
Thomas Panicker and Annamma Panicker.
Geevarghese Panicker had his early
education in Protestant and government
schools. From 1897 he attended M. D.
Seminary High School, Kottayam and
pursued his higher studies at Serampore
College and Madras Christian College
(M.C.C.). He completed his matriculation
education in 1899, before which he
received minor orders (of clerical life) on
20 September 1898. He was ordained
deacon by Pulikkottil Dionysius, the then
Malankara Metropolitan of Malankara
Orthodox Syrian Church on 9 January
1900. He then continued his studies at CMS
College, Kottayam and obtained a
bachelor's degree in Economics and Indian
History from Madras Christian College. In
1907 he took a Master's Degree (MA) with

Jvauios

Manohar P
Diocese of Marthandam

distinction from the same college. On his
return from Madras, he was appointed
principal of his alma mater, M. D. Seminary
High School. During this time he led
various schemes for the renewal of the
Malankara Church. He organized basic
church communities, commenced Bible
conventions because of which he was
popularly entitled as "Koodasha Shemma
shan" (Deacon of Sacraments). He was
ordained to the priesthood as P. T.
Geevarghese on 15 September 1908 by
Vattasseril Dionysius, the then Malankara
Metropolitan of Malankara Orthodox
Church. Geevarghese was popularly
known as M .A. Achan, as he was the first
priest with an M. A. degree in Malankara.
At the same time, he took the initiative to
empower the Malankara Church with
hierarchical autonomy. He became
instrumental to erect Catholicate for the
Malankara Church on 5 September 1912.
After the establishment of Catholicate in
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philos, John Kuzhinapurath OIC, Deacon

g Alexander OIC and Chacko Kilileth made

1912, Malankara Church was divided into
two, one under the leadership of Malan
kara Metropolitan Vatteseril Dionysius
(Bishop's party) and one under Antioch
Jacobite Patriarch (Bava Party). Fr. P. T.
Geevarghese was belonged to the Bishop's
party. In 1912, Vattasseril Dionysius rece
ived an invitation to attend a conference
at Calcutta. Dionysius selected Fr. Geevar
ghese to accompany him to Calcutta to
attend the conference. At the conference,
they met Dr. Howels, the Principal of
Serampore College who requested the
Metropolitan to avail the service of
Geevarghese as the Professor of the
College. The Metropolitan permitted
Geevarghese to take up the task. He made
use of this opportunity to educate the
Malankara Youth. About 20 young people
from Kerala reached Calcutta for higher
education. He was ordained a bishop of
the Malankara Orthodox Syrian Church by
Baselios Geevarghese I on 1 May 1925. He
received the name Geevarghese lvanios.
On 20 September 1930, Jacob Mar Theo

the Catholic profession of faith before
Aloysius Maria Benziger OCD, the then
Bishop of Kollam. Many of the members
of both the Bethany orders also came into
full communion with the Roman Catholic
Church. This spawned the Syro-Malankara
Catholic Church. Archbishop Mar lvanios
made a global influence through his ascetic
life and endevours for the communion of
Churches through the Re-union Movem
ent which was essentially ecumenical in
nature. He was a great force in the society
through his pioneering efforts in the fields
of education and dedication to the cause
of the poor. Within twenty two years of
his life as Metropolitan Archbishop of
Trivandrum, he founded 78 Primary
Schools, 18 Upper Primary Schools, 15
High Schools, 2 Teacher Training Schools
and 1 Arts college.

As his health deteriorated, he recei
ved the anointing of the sick for prelates
(Kanthila Susrusha). He ordained Benedict
Mar Gregorios as the Auxiliary Bishop of
Trivandrum. He passed away to his eternal
reward on 15 July 1953.

Ever since his demise, pilgrims flock
to his tomb at St. Mary’s Cathedral,
Pattom, Trivndrum. Thousands join the
Annual Padayatra (pilgrimage on foot) to
his tomb from 10 — 15 July every year to
celebrate his commemoration. He was
declared the Servant of God in the Church
on 14 July 2007 by His Beatitude Moran
Mor Baselios Cleemis Catholicos, the
Major Archbishop of the Malankara
Catholic Church.
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TESTIMONY

HGW ;4‘ ﬂ ; Dbﬂ"

Greetings in the name of Lord Jesus Christ.

God showered millions of blessings
for which | am grateful today. | am here to
give my testimony of how | have changed
as a person after experiencing Servant of
God Archbishop Geevarghese Mar lvanios.

| have always been a God fearing
child and | never missed any opportunity
to go to church. Soon, a phase came when
| slowly started learning the importance of
Malankara Catholic Church. It was in the
year 2008 when | first came for Mar

Bincy Thankachen
Diocese of Gurgaon

Ivanios pilgrimage with my brothers and
sisters of Delhi. It was a new experience
for me. First two years of pilgrimage was
an opportunity of gathering, meeting
friends and travelling together in train. |
completed my schooling and went for
graduation in Mar Baselios College,
Trivandrum in the year 2010. Now |
realised that all those was a plan of God.
He wanted me to be little more closer to
him along with the blessings of Mar
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Ivanios. Till then, | used to walk on the 5t
day of the pilgrimage every year. However,
| always made an effort to visit the tomb
of Mar Ivanios Pithav because | lived near
the Pattom Cathedral Church.

In 2014, a family friend of mine was
diagnosed with kidney failure. They tried
a lot of options to find a solution to it. All
we could do was to pray. | wholeheartedly
prayed to Mar Ivanios for his well being
with an intention that | shall walk for 5
days in my next padayatra. God was
merciful to us, we could find a kidney
donor and the person underwent the
operation. Within 6-7 months, he came

back to the normal normal life. This
incident strengthened my belief
towards Mar lvanios Pithav. From
2016, | have been attending the
padayatra for 5 days and each year
is @ new blessing for me. Also, | was
trying for a better job from some
time. With the grace of Lord Almighty
and the blessings of Mar Ivanios, |
was able to find one in February 2020.
Like everyone, | am also waiting for the
pandemic to get over so that | can visit the
tomb of Pithav and thank him for his
blessings on me. | request people to
enlighten our brothers and sisters around
about Mar Ivanios pithav. Let us continue
our mission towards him. Let us spread
the word of God in all possible ways.

In place of our anxiety, give us your
peace, Jesus Christ!
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Throughout the Bible, God spoke to
people in many ways, each unique and
wonderful, through both dreams and
visions. Many people use these two words
interchangeably and in a way, they are
similar too. Both involve our Lord giving
direct revelation. However, one of the main
differences is that dreams come to us
during sleep while visions occur when we
are awake. In fact, in Numbers 24:4, the
oracle of one who hears the words of God,
who sees the vision of the almighty.” God
uses dreams primarily to speak to us,
reveal His plans, enable spirit-directed
communication, warn of impending
trouble, establish prophetic revelation and
provide battle strategies. Visions, though
comparable, have a different purpose.
God uses visions to reveal Himself, His
glory and to make Himself known and
revealed.

Our Servant of God Mar Ivanios is a
prime example of leading God’s vision and
mission and he has been an inspiration to
all of us. | started the journey of the Mar
Ivanios padayatra in 2011 and has been a

Libin David Samuel
Diocese of Khadki - Pune

continuous presence in the padayatra till
2019. The journey has been a true
testimony in my life, as it gave me a clear
vision in my Christian life. Servant of God
has interceded at every juncture of my life
and has given great succession in my life
and atribute toit, | used tointercede every
year by walking through the padayatra.
My successful career and Christian life
have always been enriching as | could
open to the lord in the intercession of
Servant of God Mar Ivanios. It is a lifetime
experience walking for five days and has
really given me and my fellow MCYM
members a motivation and inspiration
through our bishops’ life and vision. | am
truly blessed to be called as a Malankarite
and will always cherish every moment of
blessing which | have got through all my
pilgrimage walk. May we pray to the Lord
that we get an opportunity again post this
pandemic, to walk together in Christ and
in the intercession of Servant of God Mar
Ivanios.

Jai Yeshu... Jai MCYM...
WJNIGaIMM 2360681 2021
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The Servant of God Mar Ivanios was
a true visionary who lived from 1882 —
1953. During his time, he made a huge
difference to the Malankara Catholic
Church. In his early life, Mar Ivanios was
heavily influenced by his uncle, who was
a celibate Jacobite priest. His uncle was a
role model who portrayed what a true
servant of the church was and Mar Ivanios
followed his example by joining the
seminary at a very young age. He was an
avid reader and had read the Bible three
times just by the time he was in seminary.
His teachers marveled at his vast knowl
edge.
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In addition to being a fervent reader,
he also had the gift of speaking. People
would gather to hear him talk about the
Bible, as it was clear that the Holy Spirit
was speaking through him. He would
spend all his free time preaching the Word
of God. As he spent more time meditating
and reading, he began to wonder if the
Jacobite Church was the true Church or
not. He soon realized that the Catholic
Church was the one true Church according
to the scriptures and finally reunited the
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Malankara Church with the Catholic
Church.

In addition to being a leader of the
Church, Mar Ivanios also advocated for
the poor. More than bringing food and
other essential items to the poor, he would
also feed their soul with the Word of God.
He was very vocal about the injustice of
the caste system and the discrimination
and oppression that the lowly faced. In
particular, he advocated for the women
who were looked down upon in the society
back then. Mar Ivanios had a vision that
all the people, regard-
less of race, gender, or .
religion, be looked
upon through God’s
eyes.

Mar Ivanios belie-
ved that the best way
to unite people and
bring upon equality is
through the power of
education. He refused
the notionthatwomen

couldn’t worship or that they had to be
submissive to their husbands. He believed
that women were vital for the society as
they were instrumental in raising the
future generation. He dedicated his time
and efforts into educating women and
eventually founded the Bethany Congreg
ation so that women could pursue higher
religious studies.

Though Mar Ivanios paved a way for
today’s generation, unfortunately he was
not appreciated by all during his lifetime.
Like the prophets before him, he too was
persecuted, especially by those he helped
the most. After the reunion movement,
many of his followers abandoned him and
mocked him. He shared the cross of Christ
especially in his last days of suffering. Yet,
God lighted his pathway till the end of his
days. Mar lvanios is now considered a
prophet of the Church. His presence
remains in India through the Mar lvanios
College in Trivandrum, Kerala. Further
more, his spirit remains in the hearts of all
the Syro Malankara Catholic Church
members that live in his legacy.
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