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And vyet it is a deplorable fact that, even after the Popes have insisted
upon it, there still remain sections of the world that have heard the Faith preached
for several centuries, and still have a local clergy that is of inferior quality. It is
also true that there are countries that have been deeply penetrated by the light
of the Faith, and have, besides, reached such a level of civilization that they
produce eminent men in all the fields of secular life and yet, though they
have lived under the strengthening influence of the Church and the Gospel for
hundreds of years, they still cannot produce Bishops for their spiritual govern-
ment or priests for their spiritual guidance. From these facts it is obvious that in
some places the system ordinarily used in training future missionaries has up to

now been feeble and faulty(Maximum Illud No.17).
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Yet he [The Bishop] has to reply to any arguments against the Faith that
are brought to him and he is often required to provide answers to very difficult
questions. The more learned he proves himself in circumstances like these the
greater will be his reputation and his authority, especially if he is dealing with
people who hold scholarship and learning in high regard. In such a situation it
would be a shocking anomaly to see those entrusted with the message of truth
bested by teachers of error (Maximum Illud No.22).
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The Catholic Church is not an intruder in any country; nor is she alien to
any people. It is only right, then, that those who exercise her sacred ministry
should come from every nation, so that their countrymen can look to them for
instruction in the law of God and leadership on the way to salvation (Maxi-
mum Illud No.16).
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We have been deeply saddened by some recent accounts of missionary
life, accounts that displayed more zeal for the profit of some particular nation
than for the growth of the kingdom of God. We have been astonished at the
indifference of their authors to the amount of hostility these works stir up in the
minds of unbelievers. This is not the way of the Catholic missionary, not if he is
worthy of the name. No, the true missionary is always aware that he is not
working as an agent of his country, but as an ambassador of Christ(Maximum
Illud No.20).

There is another failing that the missionary must scrupulously avoid,
and that is the desire to make any profit beyond the acquisition of souls. There
is of course no need to delay on this point. If a man is the vicitim of a craving
for financial gain, how can he fulfil his obligations of working single-midedly
for the glory of God?(Maximum Illud No.21).

On the other hand, We can hardly commend a man who takes the sec-
tion of the Lord’s vineyard that has been allotted to him for cultivation, and
proceeds to treat it as a piece of private property, a domain not to be touched
by the hands of an outsider. Dwell for a moment upon the severity of God’s
judgement on a man like this, particularly if the case is like some that have
been brought to Our attention at different times - a rather small community
of the faithful surrounded by an immense population of unbelievers whom the
superior cannot catechize because he does not have enough men for the work
and refuses to accept the help of others (Maximum Illud No.12).
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