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F R O M  T H E  E D I T O R ’ S  D E S K

MOUNTING SUICIDES

Contrasting pictures seem to be the ideal DP to showcase the real India. Two such 

Cut to the second scenario which is diametrically opposite – more than 42,000 
daily wage-earners died by suicide in 2021, according to the report by National Crime 

by suicide, during the same period, it points to an alarming situation gnawing the very 

second one exposes a distressing development in the society.  

and statistics lie a disturbing truth. 
For example, according to reports, as many as 40 million migrant jobs were 

impacted/lost in India during the pandemic period. This came as a double whammy as 

and medium industries, and people had lost jobs in droves. 

though the government might try to portray a rosy picture. 

people so that their purchasing power gets a boost. The demand-supply chain will get a 

there is growth in employment. 

maintain a stony silence on the raging unemployment; instead, it tries to divert atten-
tion to non-issues. 

-

As always, we would be happy to hear your reviews, comments, and suggestions.
Happy Reading!

Dr. Suresh Mathew
Editor

 > frsureshmathew@gmail.com

www.malankaralibrary.com



INDIAN CURRENTS  |  12 - 18 September 20224

EDITOR:  
Dr. Suresh Mathew

EDITORIAL BOARD:  
John Dayal, AJ Philip, Marydasan John

ADVISORY BOARD:  
George Plathottam, Skylark George, PJ Joseph,  
T. Dominic, PA Joseph, Anoop Abraham

DESIGN & LAYOUT:  
Dani Jose

CIRCULATION:  
Ashish Victor

FINANCE MANAGER: 
Jainamma

Indian Current Publications
375 - A, Pocket - 2
Mayur Vihar Phase - I  
New Delhi – 110091
Tel: 011-45873264, Mob: 7042562963
Email: icdelhi@gmail.com 
frsureshmathew@gmail.com 
indiancurrentsweekly@gmail.com
Website: www.indiancurrents.org

DISCLAIMER 
The views expressed by the writers in 
this Magazine do not necessarily reflect 
the views or policies of Indian Currents 
weekly or Editor.  

Although all efforts have been made 
to ensure the accuracy of the content, 
neither the editor nor the publisher can 
take responsibility for consequences 
arising from errors or omissions in the 
information provided.

Reproduction in any manner without 
prior permission from the publisher is 
prohibited. All disputes to be settled in 
Delhi Courts only.

This issue of Indian Currents contains 
44 pages including cover.

contents
M E M B E R ,  

I N D I A N  N E W S P A P E R  S O C I E T Y  ( I N S)

V O L U M E  X X X I V
I S S U E  38

The Real Kartavya
End Soaring Suicides
BY JASWANT KAUR

COVER 
STORY

6

COVER 
STORY

9
C O V E R  S T O R Y

WELFARE SCHEMES ARE SAFETY NET
BY JOSE VATTAKUZHY

C O V E R  S T O R Y

A SKILL DEFICIENT 
NATION
BY ML SATYAN

A  C L O S E  L O O K

BHARAT JODO YATRA
RAHUL GANDHI’S 
GAMBLE
BY AJ PHILIP

12

14

www.malankaralibrary.com



12 - 18 September 2022  |  INDIAN CURRENTS 5

18  V I E W P O I N T

 2024 and Beyond
 BY P. A. CHACKO

21  O P I N I O N

 Who is Pundit and Who the Chela?
 BY MATHEW JOHN

24  I N T E R V I E W

 A ‘Shameless’ Fund Raiser for  
the Poor

 Interview with Ram Gidoomal
 BY MANOJ VARGHESE

27  I S S U E S

 Vizhinjam Port Protest
 Port of Future and Future of the 

Fisher
 BY DR. PAULY MATHEW MURICKEN

30  V I S I O N  A N D  M I S S I O N

 Lessons for the Disciples of Jesus
 BY JACOB PEENIKAPARAMBIL

33  B O O K  R E V I E W

 A Look at Laws of the Church
 BY PROF. FELIX WILFRED

34  T R A F F I C  F A T A L I T I E S

 No Substitute for Safe Driving
 BY AARTI

42  B O B ’ S  B A N T E R

 Cyrus, A Martyr..!
 BY ROBERT CLEMENTS

It is our attitude at the beginning 
of a difficult task which, more 
than anything else, will affect its 
successful outcome. 
William James

Life is like riding a bicycle. To keep 
your balance, you must keep 
moving. 
Albert Einstein

Nothing is impossible. The word 
itself says "I'm possible! 
Audrey Hepburn

You are never too old to set another 
goal or to dream a new dream. 
C.S. Lewis

Try to be a rainbow in someone 
else's cloud. 
Maya Angelou

Sometimes you will never know the 
value of a moment, until it becomes 
a memory. 
Dr. Seuss

The most wasted of days is one 
without laughter. 
E. E. Cummings

You must do the things you think 
you cannot do. 
Eleanor Roosevelt

It is never too late to be what you 
might have been. 
George Eliot

Some people look for a beautiful 
place. Others make a place beautiful. 
Hazrat Inayat Khan

POWER QUOTES
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The NCRB report brings out the magnitude of distress among the common 
people, leading to an increasing number of suicides among them. A responsive 

government cannot turn a blind eye to this disturbing scenario
BY JASWANT KAUR

The Real Kartavya
End Soaring Suicides

The annual dossier on crime is out. The 
National Crime Records Bureau (NCRB) 

crime and its magnitude. True, the report 

mean that the crime rate has actually declined. Be 
it crime against women or children, cybercrime or 

times.
The national capital continues to be the most 

has been a 40 percent increase in the crime against 

been issued only in 31 percent cases.

one year. The report shows that over 1.6 

place due to Covid-19. Despite this, our 

the invisible virus.

-
ers committing suicide has been increasing stead-

-

-

but the growth has not been even across all the 
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than one production unit, only one or two would 

capacity than the pre-pandemic period.

could grow at a tremendous rate. He has surpassed 

positive growth rate would generally mean that all 

evident.

loans, sell their precious possessions, to survive 
the pandemic. The post-pandemic period has not 

daily-wage earners and casual labourers.

21, it is nowhere close to the pre-pandemic levels. In 

-

-
-

in cybercrime. Generally, unemployment coupled 

-

respectable income, they would have contributed 

increasing the crime rate.  
A report shows that over 2.3 crore insurance poli-

period. This was three times more than the previ-
ous year. It indicates that people were exploring 
ways and means to have cash in hand to meet either 

medical exigencies.
Clearly, the post-pandemic period does paint a 

view. Reduced income levels coupled with rising 

-

Over 1.6 lakh people died by 
suicide, which is 7.2 percent 
more than the last year. In 
fact, it is 10 percent more than 
the deaths that took place 
due to Covid-19
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ling roads (the iconic Raj Path is now Kartavya path), 

discussions at the larger level.  
The recent report released by the United Nations 

Development Programme (UNDP) has placed India 
-

tories on the Human Development Index (HDI). It is 
-

age income. Data shows that HDI has declined over 
the last two consecutive years, reversing the progress 

The report also suggests that, “stress, sadness, 
anger, and worry have been increasing over the last 
decade. It has now reached record levels.” This is one 

-

-
-

nessman to commit suicide.
Interestingly, there has been a slight dip in the 

who committed suicide were housewives, gener-
-

The NCRB report should not be merely read 
as a documentary on crime but should act as an 

JASWANT KAUR, a company secretary, can be reached at  
jassi.rai@gmail.com

ABOUT THE AUTHOR

appropriate policy-level decisions. To say the least, 
deaths by suicide were preventable. Had those 
people received guidance and counselling at the 
right time, so many lives could have been saved.

people are going through severe stress. It is more 
dangerous than Covid-19. The virus may become 

health. It is still considered an enigma. 

-

non-government organisations have certainly come 

health issues.

the government has to develop a comprehensive 

-
-

-
-

-
tion and monitoring and evaluation. 
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Many economists argue that 
development gains have 
scarcely been treated equally 
in India. Social protection 
schemes thus become 
inevitable initiatives within a 
country

Welfare Schemes are 
Safety Net

Properly planned and implemented welfare schemes are important to give an 
economic push to the country and to improve people’s life

BY JOSE VATTAKUZHY

Heated deliberations and debates continue to 

promises on election time grants, loan cancellation, 
-

country.

-
-

ing votes.
 However, political parties are divided on the out-

-

cycles, mobiles and laptops, undermine democrat-

-

-

In addition, various social assistance programs 

-
grams would directly or indirectly impact the eco-

-
tive social protection program or system is essen-

-
ments.

Need for Welfare Systems
-

-
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-

-
-

-

in a country wherein disparity and poverty exist.
-

-

in income distribution, wealth, education, digital-
isation, gender, living conditions, etc. The period-

and 2019-20 showed that the top 10 per cent earn 

-

planet. It states that resources are limited. Thus, to 

justice, it is necessary to put in place social protec-
tion schemes.

-
ple in India were internally dis-
placed in 2021, news agency 

-
al Trends Report by the Unit-
ed Nations High Commission 

2022. They have become, to a 
-

ers and slum dwellers. Conse-

and lives were disrupted by 
so-called development activ-
ities. For this reason, many 
economists argue that devel-
opment gains have scarce-

become inevitable initiatives within a country.

-
gency in the history, that countries, including India, 

-
-

ing the pandemic the Government had to provide a 
-

come people.    

-
cation and health care are human investments that 

The United Nations Development Programme 
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-
-

every country. In this regard, UNDP suggests that 

would have a cyclical process starting with the needs 

the scheme and recommendations that again lead to 
-

JOSE VATTAKUZHY is the founder Director of Workers India 
Federation. Email: josevattakuzhy2017@gmail.com

ABOUT THE AUTHOR

 By 2030, under the sustainable development 

legitimate social protection programs should be 
-

-
-

schemes, a mechanism to maintain good relations 
with the public wherein people’s voice should be 

would be evaluated to solve the problems and there 

-

-
-

ernment. Generally, a scheme involves its plan, 
-

-
ulations either enacted in Parliament or ordinanc-
es. In certain cases, social protection systems would 

competent ministry. 

be based on Acts enacted by either Parliament or 

Employment Guarantee Act. It is also important to 
note that time has come to give up those schemes, 

-

to move towards the third largest economy in the 

-
-

-
-

sidy is based on rules and regulations. These types 
-

-
ies. 

-

good administration with excellent communication 
and grievance redress systems; a participatory mech-

Legalized and 
institutionalized social 
welfare schemes are 
unavoidable if the country 
has to move towards the third 
largest economy in the world 
before this decade ends
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A Skill Deficient Nation
Skill deficiency is the darker side of incredible India even after 75 years of 

Independence. But people are not aware of it
BY M.L. SATYAN

T -

and standards.

among the unorganised sector, school dropout and 

importance when the country is having school drop-

academic curricula in our educational institutions. 

training).

million young people have lost their jobs. Further, 

job transitions in the post-Covid-19 employment 

-
merce and related industries such as warehousing 
and transport have seen some growth over the past 

the losses in other sectors.
-

demographic dividend -- the over-62-percent popu-

expected to propel the nation to high growth in the 

during an unprecedented crash in the employment 

“To state the obvious, only those who have 

-
cit by 2030. A 2019 report by Accenture 

-

in India, get placed. Only a small minority venture 
into entrepreneurship, and the rest are unable to 

be apparently cheaper to hire untrained labour, the 

graduates. In addition, the industry needs to see 
partnerships with the ITI’s, colleges and universities 

population increasing. However, this will not auto-
matically lead to growth, unless there are timely 
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been extremely minimal. Institutional support in 

both -- youth who have passed 10th class and who 

Even when people can access education and 

-

On the one side, the organised 
-

or government employment. Exam-
ple: Rita (name changed) has completed 

in Bengaluru. Her monthly salary is 
-

-

and Rs.10000. Yet, they pretend to be happy because 

On the other side, we never encourage our chil-
-

trician, carpenter, welder, hair-dresser, automo-

these do not have “social recognition”. Ramu (name 

pave way to growth/progress. 
-

wherever we are. 

ML SATYAN is an NGO Consultant and a freelance Journalist.

ABOUT THE AUTHOR

SKILL has 5 words. If we 
remove the first letter S, then, 
what remains is KILL. If we 
remove the second letter K, 
then, what remains is ILL
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Bharat Jodo Yatra
Rahul Gandhi’s Gamble

BY A.J. PHILIP

A I endorse Rahul Gandhi’s Bharat 
Jodo Yatra. I usually do not sign such 

valuable. Yet, I endorsed the Yatra because it 

Bhopal-Delhi train journey when I saw him busy 

when he utilised the money he collected on the way 

I had an occasion to visit the “ashram” 
and wondered why a leader, who was once 

interest in real estate when the three 

-

-

some time. Few realised that he was testing the 

the west, Govardhan Peeth in Puri in the east, and 

Nehru’s attempt was to 
“discover” India. His great-
grandson’s attempt, as he 
confessed at Kanyakumari, is 
to “hear” India. Rahul Gandhi 
is certainly the “fittest” 
politician in the country, 
although he does not claim to 
have a 56-inch chest

www.malankaralibrary.com
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to the Kashmir Valley. How he travelled to all those 
places when road communication was almost 

writing. 

that yielded him a Ph.D.
Nobody mentioned in what circumstances Nehru 

History. There was no Google Guru at that time. Nor 

Nehru’s attempt was to “discover” India. His 
-

he claim to have a double-heart. He certainly has a 

even hardship. 

air-hostesses to come. Now that I am a senior citi-

states and two Union Territories. The journey is 

Yatris, including women.
The padyatra

-

support in southern Tamil Nadu and Kerala where 
the Congress still has a good presence. The real 

Vindhyas and move towards the Aravali Ranges 

Congress, as mentioned by his mother and Congress 

-

or pursuing an agenda which is at variance with the 

Bharat”. No, mine is not a misapprehension. Our 
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Indian connection? True, the media highlighted the 

not pay taxes under British law. Is that the case in 

origin hold high positions in multinational compa-
-

representation? Christians have a large presence in 
the education sector. Yet, there is no representation 

-

community, not just in Gujarat but all over the coun-
try.

-

British.
-

-
-

that time, Netaji Bose visited the jail because he was 
close to the Japanese. The prisoners approached him 

posted at the jail, was declared a British spy, jailed in 

England.

re-christened Rashtrapati Bhavan, it had a logic. 

Janpath was also logical.

Once the Gujarat Electricity Board had a chair-
man. His name was Varghese Kurien, who is also 

Patel, a dyed-in-the-wool Congressman who spent 

campus at Anand. 
-

Attention is diverted from 
bread-and-butter issues to 
cooked-up issues like Har 
Ghar Tiranga. Hundreds 
of crores of rupees have 
been wasted in the name of 
promoting the national flag. 
What has the country gained 
by the campaign? 

A  C L O S E  L O O K
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any country wasted its resources to have “Har Ghar 

-

was born a Congressman, lived a Congressman and 

government dollar was spent on constructing the 
-

er’s newspaper which raised money to erect the 

drive the minorities to a corner and institutions 

Bharat Jodo Yatra need to be seen. No nation can 

Divisive slogans like Love 
Jihad are raised to drive 
the minorities to a corner 
and institutions like the 
Enforcement Directorate are 
used to send shivers down 
the spine of anyone who 
stands up to the regime. It is in 
this context that attempts like 
Bharat Jodo Yatra need to be 
seen

AJ PHILIP is a citizen journalist and social worker.  
He can be reached at: ajphilip@gmail.com

ABOUT THE AUTHOR

jugglery?

deteriorating. The hiatus between the rich and 
the poor has been widening by leaps and bounds. 

Ahmedabad and return to the city the same day 

Today, the same Adani is the richest person in Asia. 
He owns ports, airports, mines and what not.

-

up. There used to be a popular Hindi jingle about 

no discussion in the media about such issues.

A  C L O S E  L O O K
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2024 and Beyond
If the government backed by the Sangh Parivar gets another chance to 

govern the country, how sure can we be that its secular and democratic 
foundation would be safe

BY P. A. CHACKO

T -

They are the right-wing Bharatiya Janata 
Party members and devotees hoping to get a 

rise and poverty, are not in a mood to digest the 

-
-

ing point its vocal chords to sing glories to their 
crumbs-throwing masters. 

having to use gas stove. Those poor who 

-

an exorbitant rate. Those who clapped and 

power at the Centre, the nation has been getting 
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shrines and churches, to lynch 

their Gau Mata. 
Unleashing visceral hatred 

treating them as alien enemies have 
-

so-called tolerant India. Christians, 
Dalits and Adivasis too have been 

majority community and its leaders. 
One wonders how one can 

-

-

water in a school? The pot was reserved to the upper 

school. How do you explain to the world the intol-

-
ment that had the ignominious audacity to recom-

signing on the dotted lines? The convicts, on prema-

ture release, were treated as heroes with garlands 

haywire, one wonders what the so-called tolerance 
is all about! 

Is this intolerant India we want to carry to 2024 

chance to govern this secular, democratic nation, 

The national assets and resources are being 

-

the masses. This secular, democratic nation cannot 
and should not be made to dance according to the 

the sacred Constitution to be reduced to non-en-
-

amsamhitas. 

That every home should experience social secu-

Those poor who were 
taken for a ride by having 
been gifted with ‘revdi’ gas 
cylinders as the benevolence 
of the Modi dispensation 
feel cheated because they 
cannot afford to get refills at 
an exorbitant rate
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That every home should get employment 
insurance and health guarantee. 

That every home should experience 

suspicion that the next person is his enemy. 

-
tion. 

that his surroundings such as jal, jungle and 

-
-

around as vagrants or migrants.

to be looted by anti-national elements with politi-
cal connivance, or our national resources be sold out 

-

to the core.

-

V I E W P O I N T

P. A. CHACKO is an activist and writer. He is the Director of Arrupe 
Tribal Cultural Centre at Bhognadih, Jharkhand

ABOUT THE AUTHOR

punishment. 
-

-

no leader imagine that people have to crawl or pros-
-

countries.

and economic; peace and prosperity. 
Har ghar me joy, har dil me national pride, har 

kone kone me integrity! 
us hold our heads high! 

Let not our leaders lie to us 
thinking they can hoodwink 
us. Let our bureaucracy 
and officialdom show clean 
character and commitment. 
Let not the police force 
think that brute force is their 
characteristic emblem
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Who is Pundit and  
Who the Chela?

Blind worship of leaders with made-up charisma makes people to fall for 
their charm at the cost of serious issues facing them

BY MATHEW JOHN

umpteenth time by the uncanny similarities 

-
bers comparison, it is almost impossible to 
discriminate between these two consum-

doppelganger. 
The Vishwaguru commenced his Independence 

First” and “Atma nirbhar Bharat”, the Vishwaguru 

“Donald Trump and the MAGA Republicans 
represent an extremism that threatens the 
very foundations of our republic.”  Joe Biden, 
September 2, 2022

I -

Durrani’s prowess when he pronounced him “the 

-
ogy on reading the Vishwaguru’s recent Independ-

www.malankaralibrary.com
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that these two leaders share in common. Trump as 

-
ing on slavery and racism in American history and 
denouncing rallies against racial injustice as the 

2020 to “promote patriotic education”, with the obvi-

-

partisan politics” according to leading historians 

-

-

-
ation in the Cellular jail, “bulbul birds used to visit 

-

leaders is their hardened right-wing populism, both 

he “is the least racist person you have ever encoun-
tered”, he has made explicitly bigoted statements, 

-

-

rally in Charlottesville. 

during electioneering when the sneering rheto-

Independence Day speech, his assertion that “no 

and alien. He tethers the country to its Hindu roots: 

-

claiming that injecting bleach could treat the virus. 
For months, Trump was in psychological denial, 
insisting that the problem was under control, though 
he did later admit that he “wanted to play it down” 
as he didn’t want people to panic. They didn’t panic; 

President.
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ego did not miss the opportunity to boast on Inde-

200 crore vaccinations in a time-bound manner 
-

ous records? One recalls the Vishwaguru preen-

-

-

that 40 million migrant jobs were impacted/lost in 

-
timal pandemic response resulted in a death toll 

The two leaders clearly share much in common, 

-

-
inal and civil suits, the Vishwaguru presents a 

case.
-

ers in thrall by projecting grandiose omnipo-
-

even when the leaders’ actions harm them person-
ally. 

Despite our country’s nightmarish plight – raging 

discord, grave external threats – the Vishwaguru 
MATHEW JOHN is a former civil servant. Views are personal

ABOUT THE AUTHOR

maintains his stony autocratic imperturbability. His 
Independence Day speech was a stunning exhibi-

-
ical stability, dynamism in policies, speed in decision 

nonsense? It is not only an insult to our intelligence 

story that bears repeating. 
-

-

is being claimed by the villagers, the Rabbi climbs to 

O P I N I O N
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A ‘Shameless’ Fund Raiser 
for the Poor

business sector, in the social enterprise sector and in 
the charitable sector.

 What inspired you to write this Memoir/
Book ‘My Silk Road”?

 The covid times created the ambience, and the 

-
ated it by setting a deadline to get it published along 

the content part and set the historical records right. 

Rbonded labour, downtrodden or the oppressed. 

them through large corporates and other business 

homeless, the jobless, and the carless”. The mani-

Indian 
Currents, Manoj Varghese had an opportunity to 
interview Ram Gidoomal

 How did you run into a business empire 
from a corner shop in London?

 
business in the early 19th century and owned the 

open a corner shop in order to try to eat at least two 

I remember opening the shop as early as at 4 in the 
morning and closing late midnight, while the other 

-
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 What created a spark in your life to advo-
cate for the marginalized?

 On a business trip to India to procure large 

the slum areas with my own eyes. I could not sleep in 

I am doing on this earth. I was moved to help them 

shameless and ruthless.

 Tell me something about the ‘Christmas 
Crackers’.

 The Dharavi experience inspired me and three 
-

campaign was a huge success.

 What has been the biggest change in your 
life?

 As a student relatively new to England, and with 

to the university pub hoping to enjoy the music 

-
ing and study, so that I began to understand the 

a personal relationship with Him. That made the 

-

pursue higher studies, but I also wanted to marry 

have a job!  It was a tough time. 

I N T E R V I E W
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 How did your relationship with Jesus 
disturb or enrich your relationship with your 
family?

 
-

 What are your views on the recent attacks 
on minorities in India?

 

years. I doubt that any political or other group can 

who disagree with Hindutva.  

-

have become more prominent than India’s economic 
success or our journey towards becoming a super-
power.

 Did the British rule hamper the growth of 
India?

 
-

against what other ex-colonies such as Hong Kong 
and Korea have done which have enabled them to 
do so much better than us?  Even Bangladesh has 

For all the damage done by British rule, it enabled 

-

educational institutes, and indeed our administrative 

healthy and entrepreneurial as possible, so that our 
nation prospers. 

DELHI BROTHERHOOD SOCIETY
Applications are invited for a Two-year Certificate Course 

and Ministerial Formation at the Brotherhood of the 
Ascended Christ, Delhi.

BIBLICAL THEOLOGY IN SOCIAL FIELD
The course will include study of Mission of God, Scripture Study, 

Personality Development and work in Social Field.

Contact - Revd Fr. Solomon George, Director
Delhi Brotherhood Society, 7 Court Lane, Rustamji Sehgal Marg, Delhi-110054

email: delhibrotherhood@gmail.com

30th September 2022.
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V -

century AD, having the territories 

proximity to the international ship route has now 

-
tion, employment, income and above all constitut-

-
ble options to mitigate hunger and malnourishment. 

-

Vizhinjam Port Protest
Port of Future and 

Future of the Fisher
Vizhinjam inhabitants require a just and fair solution. Their traditional 

right to fish cannot be usurped, but it has to be balanced against 
economic interest

BY DR. PAULY MATHEW MURICKEN

I S S U E S

-

are spread along the country’s vast coast-
-

-
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-

are committed to ensure sustainable and responsible 

A People-Centric Approach

to develop, harness, manage and regulate capture 
-

ble manner. The national aspirations and the devel-

people-centric and participatory approach; main-
streams gender, and maintains inter-generational 

commenced as a purely traditional activity, though 
-

-
ers whose lives are closely intertwined with the 

-

livelihoods has been increasing.  

-
ically healthy, economically viable and socially 

-

-
tory manner. 

Beach Front, the Living Front

socio-economic, cultural role in the lives and living 

have evolved an intimate relation with particular 

boundaries are separated traditionally, geographi-
cally and culturally. 

Observing the sea and its conditions using the 

-

-
wards is seen as an inherent threat to community’s 
nature and customs. 

-
-

coastal shore area by the villagers and this extends 

Fishermen naturally require 
residence in close proximity 
to the sea, to have unimpeded 
view of the sea. Relocating 
landwards is seen as an inher-
ent threat to community’s 
nature and customs

I S S U E S
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-

adjoining the sea was entrenched in their associa-
tion with the sea. Being close to the sea is critical 

may have to change residence across the coastline in 

coastal governance. 

Coastline, the Contested Space
Development projects always have lasting nega-
tive impacts on coastal environment and tradi-

a contested space. Development activities mainly 
-

private entrepreneurs with commercial interest DR. PAULY MATHEW MURICKEN is a prominent Lawyer, an 
acclaimed writer and a distinguished academician based in Kochi

ABOUT THE AUTHOR

-

Goals of Blue Economy   
-

an independent, impartial, transparent and acces-
sible adjudicatory mechanism to hear them and to 
provide just solutions on their grievances may win 
their hearts. 

There is no dispute that coastal area develop-

interest. Governments are duty bound to ensure 

Transferring the 
traditional owner-
ship of and access 
to beach fronts 
from fisher commu-
nities to private 
entrepreneurs with 
commercial inter-
est and pushing 
back the dwelling 
places of the fisher 
communities to the landward 
side of the line would prove to 
be fatal and a brazen attempt 
to disempower the traditional 
fishermen communities

I S S U E S
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Lessons for the  
Disciples of Jesus

TRamachandra Guha is “Rebels Against 

-

their own. “They exchanged their old home-
-

are clamouring to convert India into a Hindu Rash-

pluralistic nation.

3) Ralph Richard Keithahn, another American and 
-

mann, another English woman. 

their religion and culture, and 
-

selves with Indians to a great 
extent. They participated in the 

jail. On the contrary, many Chris-
tian missionaries who came to 

-
diced against Indian religions and 
cultures and they tried to impose 
their religion and culture on the 

Christians should be disciples of Jesus rather than His devotees.  
While a disciple adopts His vision and mission, a devotee limits himself/

herself to worshipping Him
BY JACOB PEENIKAPARAMBIL

V I S I O N  A N D  M I S S I O N

Jesus is inspired by His vision and mission 
and is passionate to continue His mission. A 

-
ing worship centres, erecting statues, going on 

guru, it may not be his/her priority.  A devotee need 

people are the top most priority because the mission 

all human beings are brothers and sisters with 
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about individual and social trans-

God. 
-

ate to bring about individual and 

-
tion in the context in which he/
she lives. As Jesus was always 

Jesus is always available to people 

sharing their joys and sorrows. A 

Jesus live in their enclosures and 

-

-
rant and their religion is superstitious. They also did 

to the conclusion that “Christianity and Hinduism 

say, “I am a Christian”. Ralph Richard Keithahn visited 

about Indian culture and religions.

course in spiritual reading that 

origin. He built his house in tune 
with the local culture and named 
it “Harmony Hall”. He and his 

the local people. Contrary to the 

-

that does not stretch beyond the 

-

-

-

Indian dress.

-

are challenges to the contemporary missionaries in 
-

selves with the people with whom they live and 

the Jewish people.

in Hindi and in the local pahari language, and as 

V I S I O N  A N D  M I S S I O N

www.malankaralibrary.com



INDIAN CURRENTS  |  12 - 18 September 202232

people. He taught his children only Hindi and 
pahari
very pertinent. “He has not, this day taught his chil-

languages -- Pahadi and Hindi. He too threw his 

-

practice called begar. During the summer the high 

-

submitted applications alone and with the signa-

commissioner, besides going to the public by writing 
Young India.

months in prison, Bombay’s Arthur Road Jail. Again, 

-

-
ing the goal.

V I S I O N  A N D  M I S S I O N

-

-

surrender themselves.
-

selves whether they have the courage and deter-

rights, especially rights related to jal, jungle, jameen? 

-

-

the persons who manage the institutions are not 
people-oriented and people are not at their heart. 
In such situations institutions can become ends in 
themselves and people could be used to perpetuate 
institutions. In such a situation the mission is bound 

JACOB PEENIKAPARAMBIL is a trainer and consultant to Non-
Profit Organizations and presently a team member of Universal 
Solidarity Movement (USM) Indore. He can be reached at: 
jacobpt48@gmail.com

ABOUT THE AUTHOR
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PROF. FELIX WILFRED is a former Member of the International 
Theological Commission of the Vatican)

ABOUT THE AUTHOR

B O O K  R E V I E W

A Look at Laws of the Church
BY PROF. FELIX WILFRED

Canonical Perspectives on Some 
Recent Amendments in Eccle-
siastical Law” by Rev. Dr. Merlin 

Rengith Ambrose echoes the canon-
ists of the Middle Ages who were the 
most innovative and creative in the 
Church of the period; they were ahead 
of their times both in the Church and in 

beyond the boundaries of the Church, 
they sowed the seeds for the modern 
human rights regime and democracy. 

The eight canonical thematics the 
author has chosen to delve into are 

are so actual that the readers are bound 
to vibrate with them. It is about forty 
years now since the present code was 
promulgated (1983), and the fast-chang-
ing times and the conditions of the Church and the world 
have triggered a much-needed reform of it.  Pope Fran-
cis has dared to bring changes with the pastoral situa-
tion of the present times in mind, and the innovations 
introduced are a prelude to a complete overhaul of the 
current code, and hopefully promulgation of a new one. 

The book starts with the much-debated issue of 
the participation of women in the life and ministry of 
the Church. The author deals with the reform, institut-

which was reserved only for male members, thus intro-

be an earth-shaking reform. Nevertheless, it is very 
symbolic and hopefully a prelude for more radical 
changes in the ministerial role of women in the future. 
On the other hand, women were actually involved in 

approval of practice in the spirit of the sense of the faith-

the synodal path introduced by Pope Francis based on a 
solid ecclesiology of the People of God, and the author 

-
cant changes in the penal norms in the Church and thus 
reforming Book VI of the code. This was done with the 
pastoral goals of healing and correction in the Church 
and removing any traces of the spirit of revenge and 

author in chapter three. Recently we all witnessed the 
canonization of the martyr St. Devasahayam. It is the 
auspicious occasion to learn in the fourth chapter of the 

book about how through the two millen-
nia of Christian history, the process 
of recognizing and declaring saints 
developed and understand the various 
stages involved. 

Of late, clerics forming Trusts and 

activities are widely discussed in the 

and implications. 
A painful everyday issue that several 

Christian faithful encounters is the 
nullity for which they apply to the eccle-
sial authorities. The last three chap-
ters go into the various aspects of this 
question. As the author tells us in the 

nullity of marriage is not annulling the marriage bond but 
rather the declaration of a marriage that was invalid and 

-
ing reasons. 

process of marriage nullity, which would be very help-

marriage and divorce. It also enlightens on the rights the 
faithful enjoy before the competent ecclesiastical forum. 
The author throws much light on these rights in chapters 

the instructional phase (chapter seven) and the publica-
tion of the acts (chapter eight). 

This book is the fruit of much study and research, 
as the numerous references testify. It is not a heavy 
and frightening work on Canon Law. Written in a lucid 
style and accessible to a broader readership, Dr. Merlin 
Rengith Ambrose, Professor of Canon Law at St. Peter’s 

Commission for Canon Law, brings to our doorsteps the 
laws and norms of the Church, evoking our interest and 
making dialogue with them possible. The book is pasto-
rally relevant and practical that it is likely to see many 

The book is published by St Paul’s Publication, 
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T R A F F I C  F A T A L I T I E S

No Substitute  
for Safe Driving

T -

-

investigation, reportedly the car was being driven by 

-
dole both seated in the rear who were not wearing 
their seatbelts died on the spot.

the pledge to wear seatbelts asserting that he always 

car.

-
-

-

-
-

-
ential consumer advocate. 

-
tions.

-

due to road accidents every month, in December 

There is an imperative need to enforce rules related to speed limits,  
seat-belt wearing, lane discipline etc., in the right earnest, to bring about 

the expected reduction in road traffic fatalities
BY AARTI

www.malankaralibrary.com



12 - 18 September 2022  |  INDIAN CURRENTS 35

T R A F F I C  F A T A L I T I E S

-

Rs 1,000. 
Following the Cyrus mishap, as an immediate 

-

as to alert motorists.

-

Research and Injury Prevention Centre, IIT Delhi, has 
estimated that air-bag deployment reduced mor-
tality by 63 percent while the lap-shoulder-belt use 

-
bined air-bag and seatbelt use reduced mortality by 

a crash. The seatbelt holds the passenger in place 
while the airbag helps to cushion the head and chest 

-

-

damage their clothes, 23 percent didn’t consider seat 

-

The new rule, to be put in place shortly, will 

many vehicle owners using clips as an alternative 
to not wearing seat belts, to avoid the sound alerts 

that will be installed everywhere would detect such 

-
rent. 

related to speed limits, seat-belt wearing, lane dis-
cipline etc., in the right earnest, to bring about the 

that using technology it ought to be made impossi-

-

wrong side, driving on the wrong side, driving under 

-
tions while driving will prevent accidents. 
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Holiness requires working for social justice

A state-level peace and harmony convention was 
-

this eastern Indian state.
-

the worst violence India’s Christian community had 

-

and 360 churches and church-run institutions were 
looted and destroyed.

pastoral center, who was gang-raped and paraded 
-

To observe this day, more than 300 civil society 
groups, political leaders, journalists, lawyers, writ-
ers, students, and academics, including some priests 
and nuns, across the state joined the daylong peace 
and goodwill convention in Bhubaneswar, the east-

and expressed their views. Everyone invariably and 

BY SUJATA JENA

-
ing unity, brotherhood, humanism, secularism, soli-
darity, and social and economic justice at this trying 
time in India.

enter their minds.

-

as a political gathering.
-

“untouchables,” or people who belong to the lowest 
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government released 11 convicts who were serving 

state government. The list will go on.

-
leges enshrined in the constitution, it is the right and 

-
sible.

-

oppression, exploitation, and discrimination. The 

-

a modern prophet, was convinced that he had to 
announce the Good News and that he could never 

-
ment, the military and the other right-wing elements 

in Central America.
He condemned their heinous crimes. The day 

you, stop the repression!” There has never been any 

-
wide. Prominent minority rights crusader Teesta 

enter their minds.

harmonious society. For this, we need to:

discrimination, exclusion, exploitation, and human 
rights violations within the church and through-
out society.

reach the people who need them the most: poor, 
Dalits, tribals, minorities, migrant women and 
children.

in our society and respond to events with love, 
compassion, dignity.

promote religious, cultural and linguistic plural-
ism.

just society

church-managed institutions into all-inclusive 

evaluation.

Gaudete et exsultate (“Rejoice and be glad”) he said 
-

that oppress people.”

social and economic systems, so there can no longer 
be exclusion. 

SISTER SUJATA JENA is a member of the Sacred Hearts of Jesus 
and Mary Congregation. She is an advocate and social activist. This 
column first appeared in globalsistersreport.org on September 2, 
2022
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St. Mother Teresa lives on 25 years  
after her death

I -
time, even argued with her on her position on abor-

the country’s biggest English language newspaper 

the Dalit Christians in the 1990s when they launched 

constitutional rights.
-

had said in a page one, eight-column article. The 

Archdiocese.

-

castes.  Enlightened Hindu savants had called some 

in which they practiced untouchability.

-

Governments and politicians have never been 
-

especially Hindus who are spiritual. I have seen this 
repeatedly in the children’s homes she ran.

-

BY JOHN DAYAL

-
ing the premises, or bringing clothes to the children, 

time out to be with the children.
-

-

media is the latest addition to this armament. But 

the Foreign Contribution Regulation Act (FCRA) 
-

to relent. The outrage was global. And the Indian 
people led the protests. The FCRA permits were 
restored.

when she came to India but is now listed in North 
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-

she ironically taught geography, and in the local 

path to sainthood by Pope John Paul II with whom 
-

love to a country where spirituality does not always 

and the poor.

always understood as a pair where the charity can 

when orphans crave protein in slums and schools.

Catholic Church in the way she has crossed the 

religion is almost entirely patriarchal. There may 

with the same love and reverence as hers.

Indian can carry a blue striped, white sari in the 

man in his death rattle. 
(Courtesy: UCANEWS)

I

Auxiliary Bishop Christudas Rajappan.
The three prelates spent the entire day at the 

-

port construction is done.

and resettlement, especially those who lost their 

-

-

-
gation that the Church was sitting idle until now and 
is creating hurdles when the private company had 

their demands despite the Church having conducted 
-

erosion and damages to houses and other proper-

added. A cabinet sub-committee constituted by the 
Kerala government held a dialogue with the leaders 

Vicar General Father Eugene H Pereira said the 
protest will spread to the entire state as Catholics 

(Courtesy: UCANEWS) 

N E W S
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on persecution

C
as baseless.

-

the persecution against Christians in the country.
A division bench comprising Justice D.Y. Chan-

drachud and Justice Hima Kohli in an interim order 

and urged the court to dismiss the petition.

-

-

eight states.

eight states such as Bihar, Haryana, Chhattisgarh, 

violence against Christians that were reported,” said 

documents related to each case to the top court,” 

clear that it had not expressed any opinion on the 

-

priests every month throughout India. The peti-

members.

-

-

involved as well. Now, with the top court ordering 

(Courtesy: UCANEWS)
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P“worldly” approaches to the liturgy, saying lit-

-

-

and patient care,” “spiritual and pastoral understand-

-

dialogue.
“Theology can and must have a synodal style.”

Listening key in liturgical study
-

communities is “indispensable.”

a German priest and scholar who, among other 
notable accomplishments, was able to spread the 

 
being worldly: Pope

Progress rooted in tradition
Finally, the Pope insisted that progress in the un-

it “must always be rooted in tradition.” At the same 
-

-

“traditionalism,” warning that “today the temptation 

Concluding his address, Pope Francis reminded 

“must be imbued with prayer and the living experi-

lived liturgy.”
All theology, he said, but especially liturgical study 

-

in prayer. 
(Courtesy: Vatican News)

The Pope also noted that the 
academic work of liturgists 
cannot be separated from 
the pastoral and spiritual 
dimension of liturgy. Liturgi-
cal formation must reach the 
people of God, he asserted
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Bob’s Banter » BY ROBERT CLEMENTS
bobsbanter@gmail.com

ROBERT CLEMENTS is a Newspaper Columnist, with an 
estimated readership of 6 million. He also conducts a short- 
term Writer’s Course. Contact him on bobsbanter@gmail.com 
for more details
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Cyrus, A Martyr..!

-

catastrophic death that happens can be used to 

I remember a man who lost his teenage daugh-

through those saved lives, his daughter lives on, and 

-

always be cherished and remembered as a saint, 

many..! 

There’s enough that’s been written about the 

already muddied waters. However, something that 
-

using seatbelts in the rear seat!
The ones who wear rear seat belts in our country 

item, that’s still as good as new, are those rear belts. 
But suddenly, when a man whose net worth is over 

most protected people in the country dies, because 
-

but more importantly now, we’re going to see how 
-

rear seat!

-
-

Pune highway, which used to be literally a treacher-
ous death trap.

He replied he was.
“Nihar,” I told him gently as we chatted, “because 

expressway built due to his death!”

we’d brushed aside.
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