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"I met his grace first in the dining hall of Semmpore college
hostel. He was then called 'Valakuzhy chemnmachen’ or Deacon V.O
Joseph. He was then a blushing youth of the orthodox syrian church,
dressed in the usual white loose cassock, with a small black cap on
his head. He bore a demeanour that was simple and refined clearly
depicting on his face the qualities and character of a young man with
noble and aristocratic family traditions. He was then known as the
‘'sporting Deacon” because of his participation in sports and games
" and his successes in football and tennis. He was a first class footballer
a good short as half-back , and played several intercollegiate matches
in Calcutta asa member of the college team, Professor G.H.C Angus
(later Dr. Angus principal, Serampore college) had a speczal attach-
ment to Deacon Joseph and took him as his partner in tennis.

~ In ofher extra-curricular acthtzes, Deacon ]oseph was never
backward. He was regular in attending the daily college prayers in
the library hall. He was loved by all. He was thus a living personal-
ity, which impressed those who came in contact with him. He had an
extra ordinary winning side to-his nature, not with'standing his
decisive resoluteness in pmctzcal aﬁazrs He was a young man of
deep convictions.’ :
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