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The New Normal

From the title you might be
guessing that this article is going to be
about Coronavirus. But no; it is in fact
about the "new normal” that was set
2000 years ago. We have completed fifty
days of Lent and the Easter meal was
delicious. Then let me ask you a question,
are you back to normal or have you
developed a new normal? If you
scrunched up, then keep reading.

Before the Great Lent, we celebra
ted 3 days of Lent based on the fast of
Nineveh. The people of Nineveh listened
to Jonah, the prophet of the Lord, moved

CyriacV John
President, MCYM
Thiruvalla Eccl. District

by the destruction that would fall upon
them, decided to humble themselves and
prayed 40 days for redemption. In the
end, Yehweh decided to spare the city of
Nineveh. Since God changed His mind
about the calamity that He had said He
would bring upon them and He did not
do it, did the people of Nineveh turn back
to evil again? We know nothing more
about it from the Scriptures but from
John 8:11, "Jesus said: 'Neither do I
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condemn you. Go your way, and from

now on do not sin again." If the Lord has
given us another day, then let us not tread
the path of death again.

We proclaim our faith by saying that
Jesus has died, He rose again from the
dead and He will come again to judge the
living and the dead. "So if you have been
raised with Christ, seek the things that
are above, where Christ is, seated at the
right hand of the God " (Col 3:1), we also
believe in a new life in Christ When the
Creator has nullified Himself for His
creation, what more do we have in this
life to boast about? Let's ponder on the
blessing the thief received on the cross.
If he was sentenced to death on a cross
by the Romans, then he is not a thief who
stole a piece of bread to satisfy his
hunger but one who might have been a
nightmare to several people. If that man,
a great sinner, became a believer by
proclaiming the man next to him as the
true God, then brothers and sisters, we
must proclaim our faith every second

like it's our last change to
eternal salvation.

As Christians today, we
celebrate the risen Lord with
great fervour. In the
beginning, the death on the
cross scattered the disciples,
now it unites us. Even though
there was darkness, pain and
fear, at present, we enjoy great
liberty. From a few disciples in
Jerusalem to a great congregation
around the globe, the life we savour is a
blessing. After all, COVID'19 did not just
bring catastrophe and isolation but also
helped us understand the value of life.

To sum it all, as God's chosen ones,
holy and beloved, let us clothe ourselves
in compassion, kindness, humility,
meekness and patience (Col 3:12). The
death and resurrection of Christ created
a new beginning, a new normal! The
light that Jesus spreads around the world
shines bright and as bearers of the great

light let us continue our mission as
obedient children of God.
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MCYM ODISHA REGION

The Malankara Catholic Odisha
Mission started in 2013. A journey that
started with just a pastor and four other
members has reached a milestone. The
MCYM Odisha Region consists of five
States Odisha, Chhattisgarh, Jharkhand,
Bihar, and West Bengal. The initial steps
of the Mission included a large number
of Mission visits and other activities
along with charitable services. In every
mission station, the presence of young
people was very much strong so the
priests and sisters made use of the youth
spirit and they made the youth a part of
the then ETRI (Extra-Territorial region
of India) Mission of the Malankara
Catholic church.

L

g "l‘

f’i £1) f‘]-

Haresh Pan
President, MCYM
Odisha Region

Later ETRI got divided into two
Eparchies, i.e. Gurgaon Diocese and
Pune Exarchate (Later St. Ephrem,
Eparchy of Pune) in 2015. Since then,
the structure of the youth movement got
changed entirely in its character. At
present, St John Chrysostom, Eparchy of
Gurgaon consists of two Ecclesiastical
Districts which are Delhi Ecclesiastical
District and Bhopal Ecclesiastical District,
and, three Mission Regions, named
Odisha Region, Delhi Region, and North
East Region.

Our Odisha region consists of Seven
units.

1. Junagarh unit

W3aIealmM 20@2i 2023



2. Nabarangpur unit
3. Karshahandi unit
4. Similimunda unit
5. Bilaspur unit

6. Bihar unit

7. Jharkhand unit

At the early stage of MCYM Odisha,
we faced many challenges as everyone
was new to the institution and very few
were familiar with anything about
MCYM and its by-laws. As the result, the
systematic conduction of elections,
Karmapaths, activities, and other
meetings was very difficult

With time we learn and grow. We
have now managed to understand the
system and function within its bounds as
smoothly as possible.

Today we have more than 130 youth
members. We arrange our youth
activities in line with the five pillars of
MCYM, i.e., Spiritual level, Church level],
Socio-cultural level and Mission level. We
try to conduct monthly activities. The
activities take place in units and region
respectively. The Units are very much
supportive in executing regional
activities. We are always in support to
fulfil and follow the instructions of the
Diocesan team. Our focus is by-laws and
we try our very best to adhere to them.

We would like to highlight the major
challenges that we face in our region
here. Many of the youths are not active.

MCYM by-laws are familiar only at the
executive level. The subscription
collection is a tough job as this is a mission
region. Language is a barrier for most of
the youth members; some do not follow
English and some others struggle to
understand Hindi. Online meetings are
inevitable nowadays. However, many of
our youths are not able to attend any
online programs or meetings due to
network issues in the villages. Many of
the youths are unemployed. A lot of them
move to different places in search of
employment and because of that, they
are separated from the community.

Despite all these challenges, we are
looking forward to an MCYM which can
influence the youth across Odisha.
MCYM Odisha as a whole is thirsty to
grow in the love of our Lord and be
better. We hope that with the help of
established MCYM units, and their active
participation and involvement in
activities we will learn to be the leaders
we are all meant to be. We believe in
God’s grace that our youth and the
coming generation of youth will be
blessed abundantly.
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