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SECRETARIAT OF STATE

FIRST BECTION - GENERAL AFFAIRS

From the Vatican, 2 December 2000

Dear Father Kuzhinapurath,

The Holy Father wishes me to express his gratitude for the gift of
a book which you presented for his acceptance. He very much
appreciates your kind and devoted sentiments.

His Holiness asks our Lord Jesus Christ to sustain you in his
grace and love and to fill you with his peace. 1am also pleased to
convey to you the Apostolic Blessing.

Yours sincerely in Christ,

,/Q,.t_

pcz Quintana

The Reverend Thomas Kuzhiapurath
Collegio Damasceno

46, Via Carlo Emanuele I

00185 ROMA
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MAJOR ARCHDIOCESE OF TRIVANDRUM

MORAN MOR BASELIOS CARDINAL CLEEMIS THIRUSANNIDHI
MAJOR ARCHBISHOP-CATHOLICOS OF MAJOR ARCHBISHOP'S HOUSE
THE SYRO-MALANKARA GATHOLIC CHURCH & PATTOM, TRIVANDRUM-695 004
MAJOR ARCHBISHOP OF TRIVANDRUM KERALA, INDIA
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Message
From : DIMITRI SALACHAS<salachas@pcn.net>
To : Thomas Kuzhinapurath
Date . Saturday, December 16, 2000 1:56 PM
Subject . R:Risposta
Thomas,

Grazie degli auguri natalizi che ricambio di tutto cuore.

La tua tesi di licenza potrebbe essere oggetto di dottoratto.

Buon Natale
DS
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Appendix
Wikipedia Article
(As on December 18, 2019)

Thomas Kuzhinapurath

From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia
Thomas Kuzhinapurath is an author and priest of the Syro-
Malankara Catholic Church.!

Early Life

Thomas Kuzhinapurath was born on April 5, 1969, to
Pakalomattom Kuzhinapurath John Thomas and Annamma John
at Omallur, Pathanamthitta, Kerala. The religious atmosphere of
Omallur played a pivotal role in the formation of a religious mind
in Kuzhinapurath in his early childhood. Rektha Kanda Swamy
Temple and Manjanikkara Dayara are famous religious pilgrim places
of Omallur. The parents of Kuzhinapurath are from an agricultural
background. They earned their living from agricultural
fields. Omallur was also famous for the agricultural fest and cattle

fair called VayalVanibham.?**

Kuzhinapurath had his elementary education in Govt. LPS,
Cheekkanal, Omallur. His schooling at the upper primary and high
school level was in Arya Bharati High School, Omallur. After
completing the high school, being influenced by the life model of
his paternal grand uncle Fr. John Kuzhinapurath, he joined St.
Aloysius Seminary, Trivandrum at the age of 15 in 1984.%3

Seminary Life

Being a teenager in the Seminary Kuzhinapurath was attracted
by the life of the saintly prelate Archbishop Benedict Mar Gregorios.
He could learn a lot and become convinced of some spiritual ideals
from the Archbishop. He served as the altar boy of the Archbishop
for one year. After the initial formation in the seminary he joined
for Pre-Degree in Kerala University. After the Pre-
DgreeKuzhinapurath joined St. Mary’s Malankara Major Seminary,
Trivandrum for the 3 year philosophical training. At the final year
as a requirement of the philosophical studies he prepared a comparative
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study on Teilhard de Chardin and Aurobindo, called Towards the
Absolute. Dr. Thomas Naickamparampil, who guided the thesis qualified

it as a ‘painstaking endeavor’.> >3

The study of philosophy led Kuzhinapurath to the field of fiction.
At this time he wrote and published several short stories

in Malayalam. Some of them are Vetikkettu, Anveshanam,
Manimuzhakkam, Kelante Artham Kandethal.? 3

Along with this Kuzhinapurath succeeded in taking a bachelor’s
degree in Philosphy from the University of Kerala.??

Then Kuzhinapurath joined St. Joseph’s Pontifical Institute, Aluva
for four years of theological studies. The theological formation in
this institute made him familiar with the writings of Karl
Rahner, Jurgen Moltmann etc. He became the student chief editor
of the philosophical journal Mathavum Chinthayum. As a requirement
of the theological studies he prepared a thesis on the existential
christology of Karl Rahner under the guidance of Dr. George
Karakunnel. During this time he worked as the co-editor of the
book, 3 ViriyunnaNavalokam”, a scriptural study of the parables of
Jesus, published by S H League, Aluva. By this time Kuzhinapurath
has published a series of theological articles on Karl Rahner, Jurgen
Moltmann, Teilhard de Chardin etc. His articles of this period dealt
with various moral, social and political issues. An article he wrote
during this period at the age of 22, was later selected by the University
of Kerala for the Pre-Degree syllabus in 1998.% At the end of
theological formation Kuzhinapurath was ordained priest on

December 26, 1994.%3
A Catholic Priest

Being a priest of the SyroMalankara Catholic Church Kuzhinapurath
was appointed to serve in St. John’s Leprosy Hospital, Pirappancode,
Trivandrum in January 1995. Along with his charitable works in
the hospital he has started the mission work in the nearby town,
Attingal.>? In 1995 he started St. Thomas Mission Center at Attingal
in a thatched shed. Being a young priest of 25 he traveled hundreds
of kilometers on a Bajaj 4 S Champion motorcycle for missionary
and charitable work. This very first appointment in the leprosy
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hospital did a lot in molding in his character a leniency towards
the marginalized in the society.® In 1996 Archbishop Cyril Mar
Baselios appointed Kuzhinpurath the chancellor of the Archdiocese
of Trivandrum at the age of 26.2’! Being the chancellor of the
Archdiocese of Trivandrum Kuzhinapurath assisted the formulation
and publication of the statutes of the Archdiocese.® He also worked
as a missionary in the mission centers of Channankara,
Kazhakkuttam and Attingal. In 1998 he was sent to Rome for higher
studies in Oriental Canon Law (CCEQ). He studied under the
guidance of the great professors like Ivan Zuzek, Dimitri
Salachas, George Nedungatt and Cyril Vasil at Pontifical Oriental
Institute, Rome.’In 2000 Kuzhinapurath was appointed the
Contact Person of the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church for
the Great Jubilee 2000 in Rome. Pope John Paul II gave an audience
to the Hierarchy and the representatives of the clergy, the religious
and the laity of the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church on November
22, 2000.° In 2000 Kuzhinapurath started the first religious house
of Syro-Malankara Catholics in Italy for Bethany
Madhom in Montecchio Emilia in Reggio Emilia.®

Writing Career

He has authored the well known book Salvific Law.” This is the
doctoral thesis which he defended in Pontifical Oriental
Institute, Rome. This book very well establishes that Christian
Church and its laws should necessarily be instruments of
liberation.® Kuzhinapurath was one of the contributors of the Kerala

University textbook named “Bhasha Thilakam”
(1998).° Kuzhinapurath was the chief editor of the philosophical
journal “Mathavum Chinthayum” published

from Aluva, Kerala.” His other works are Daivajanam,'® Kanonika
Padhanangal,! Snehathinte Santhosham Oru Sampoorna
Padhanam: An Integral Study of Pope Francis’ Apostolic
Exhortation Amoris Laetitia,!? Mathapithakkalum
MakkalumAriyaan. * His work Salvific Law was well reviewed in
international journals.'" ' The Book “Daivajanam” contains essays
on theologians and philosophers like Karl Rahner, Teilhard de
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Chardin, Aurobindo, Jurgen  Moltmann, Gregory of
Nyssa and LadislasOrsy. 23 The three volume “Encyclopedia of
South Indian Literature” edited by Dr. Madhubala Sinha contains
a long article on Thomas Kuzhinapurath.?* !¢ Kuzhinapurath is the
Resident Manager of the Thiruvanthapuram office of Deepika
(newspaper), the oldest Malayalam News Paper.”

All India Radio and Doordarshan had broadcast of Thomas

Kuzhinapurath’s talks and panel discussions.®

He is the Judicial Vicar of the Major Archieparchy of Trivandrum
and the Vice-President of the Ordinary Tribunal of the Syro-
Malankara Catholic Church.
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“Salvific Law concludes that the supreme function of conon law is to help

Christian faithful to live a life which is oriented towards the ultimate
communion with God”

Moran Mor Baselios Cardinal Cleemis Catholicos.

Major Archbishop Catholicos of the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church.

“Ususally doctoral studies in conon law deal with either the historical or

pastoral implications of one or more canons. But the studies on the theology

of canons are very rare. Here in Salvific Law Fr. Kuzhinapurath successfully
came across the soteriology of the whole CCEO”

Archbishop Dr. Cyril Vasil’ SJ.

The Secretary General of the Congregation for the Oriental Churches, Rome.

“The master’s thesis itself can be considered as a doctoral research.”
Bishop Dr. Dimitrios Salachas
The Exarch Emiritus of the Greek Catholic Church, Athens.

“Salvific Law succeeds in demonstrating that Code of Canons of the Oriental

Churches has a paricular congruence with the Divine Will. The aim of both

is the salvation of souls. While this book will be of interest to theologians
and canonists, it is also particularly suited for priests and even laity.”

Dr. Daniel G. Fulton, Philadelphia

L'Osservatore Romano (Indian Edition), July 31, 2008.

“Salvific Law serves a valid and important pupose of reminding all those
who are engaged in the juridical governance of the Church that the end is
never the law, not even the welfare of the Church, but the salvation of the
souls”
Chorbishop Dr. John D. Faris, New York
Studia Canonica, Ottawa, Vol. 42/1,2008

“Salvific Law explains the meaning of the key terms useful to understand

canon law. Therefore it can be used as a handbook for those who wish

to acquire a deeper knowledge of canon law. It serves to enlighten the
legislators, judges and followers of ecclesiastical law.”

Dr. S. Kokkravalel S

Orientale Cristiane Periodica, Rome, No. 1,2011
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