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A Tributeto Father Achacha

Mr. Eapachen Vadavana Abraham
(Thomaschan's Brother)

Father Thomas Vadavanato all, but to me and my family,
he was Father Achacha. More a father figure than a brother. In
my younger days, he was a“Punekaran” to me. He came home
for holidays invariably during the Easter season, during which
he spent most of histimein Church and with the parish priest.

From childhood hislove and responsibility to hishomewas
very evident. This was seen when he left for Pune after his
schooling and got agood job in the National Defence Academy.
He even supported his siblings by ensuring that they settled into
good jobs.

In 1971, he quit his job and returned to Kerala to do the
will of his Abba Father in heaven and joined the seminary. Our
Fr. Achacha so blessed, to be able to be a dutiful son to his
heavenly and earthly father during hislife on this earth.

The earliest memory | have as the youngest among Six
siblings was accompanying Fr. Achacha as he left home to join
priesthood at Thirumoolapuram Bethany Ashram. | visited him
when he was posted at South Kanara, Katanam, Tripadam, where
hetook metovisit thefamiliesin hisparish. Hewaslikeafamily
member to all of them and this spoke volumes of his devotion
and empathy to his parishioners. The money given to him on
several occasions to buy new cassocks, almost always went to
the poor and needy. He would always say “They need it more
than | need a new cassock”.
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Asl stood before hisgrave aimost 40 yearslater, | marvelled
at his dedication asapriest, his simplicity, hislove for humanity
and how through his selflessways he spread the essence of Christ.

My wife, Mary, hasfond childhood memoriesof Fr. Achacha
visiting her family in Pune. Hewasthe matchmaker and celebrant
at our wedding too. Mary will always remember Fr. Achacha's
trademark joyous laugh, which she describes went all the way to
his eyes. He had an infectious enthusiasm for everything, whether
it was meeting people, farming or tips on cooking.

Tomy children Edwinaand Merlyn, Fr. Achachawas an ever
smiling and warm-hearted person. In aworld which struggles for
time; he always made sure to make thetimeto visit all family and
friends, wherever he went. He was instantly loved by all, old and
young alike. When asked, what we should bring for him he'd say,
diabetic chocolates.

Fr. Achacha you'll be fondly remembered as a true man of
God, who stood by hiscommitment to the Church, our family and
the community.

You will always bein our hearts.
We miss you.

Goodbye dearest Achacha. We pray you continue to enjoy
the company of our Lord.

“Two wings life man above earthly things: Simplicity and
purity. Simplicity must be in the intention, purity in the affection.
Simplicity intends God, purity comprehends him and tasks him.”

(The Imitation of Christ, Chapter 4:1)
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The Tale of a Lovely Grin

Bro. Renju Francis

“He will wipe every tear fromtheir eyes. Death will be no more;
mourning and crying and pain will be no more, for thefirst things
have passed away” (Revelation 21:4).

They say ‘ peopledie, but their memoriesremain’ but | think,
even memorieswould diebut tales about them remain. Fr. Thomas
Vadavana, our dear Vadavanaachan, was one of the best Bethanians
| have seen. | consider myself truly blessed as| could be with him
for sometime. Whenever | think of him, the first thing that comes
to my mind is his beautiful face with alovely smile. He truly was
abeautiful person;aperson of good soul. The goodnessin himwas
so evident that even those who approached him could see it and
feel it. He was a person who had real care and love for hisfellow
beings. His concern for others was more than the concern for his
own health. His health would be the second thing in his priority
list. The first was always, for him, the satisfaction and happiness
of the other. Anyone who has been abystander with himin hospital
would know this. He would first enquire whether the other person
has had any food. Only then would he go on with his meals. He
was also a person of unusual kindness.

Today we seldom see peoplewhofeel for theother. Fr Thomas
was a person who felt and understood the pain and suffering of
other people. He had an extraordinary gift of care and love. Many
visited him just to be with him for some time. He understood the
language of the young and the old. He was not biased to any
particular type of persons. He treated everyone equally and with
love. Love and care are two words that cannot be separated from
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his life. He was also a gifted person with amazing missionary
qualities.

He himself was a missionary and was able to bring many
othersnearer to God. There are many who still remember himwith
gratitude. One of the unforgettable qualities of Fr Thomas is his
remarkable way of thanking others. Even if the help was small or
even so small that it may not even seem likeahelp at all, hewould
till have afew words of gratitude for the person, before the person
takestheir leave. Peopletoday forget to even smile when they see
each other. Fr Thomas would be a good example for us. Hewas a
man of great simplicity. Hissimplicity and humility was much more
explicit through his *apologies’. We may even think, apologizing
for small thingsisquite unnecessary. He on the other sdewasvery
much particular about saying ‘sorry’ to any one, let it be young or
old; if he felt that the mistake was on him. Humility of heart is
much more overt than humility of deeds. Though he was not much
active during hislast years, his humble heart was always resonant
with the rhythm of love.

His presence in the community was like the sun that makes
the day bright. He would always fill the community with a new
vigor. He had in him the potency to make robust a gloomy
atmosphere. He had hisown way of making asituation cheerful by
cracking ajoke. Whichever may be the community, hewould sink
in like agood father and aloving brother to many. Though he had
away of amusing otherswith his‘roughness’ sometimes, hewasa
very kind person at heart. The moment hefelt that hewascurtailing
or being an obstacle to the freedom of someone or unknowingly
hurting someone, he would slowly move back. He was even very
specific about following the norms and ways of a religious
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community. In-spite of hisage and experience, hewas humbleand
obedient to the superiors. Hislifeisastory which would be passed
onto many by many. Hisdeedswill surely be remembered by many.
His mark of asceticism and robe of priesthood is still treasured in
the hearts of many. Aboveall, the greatest joy isthat heisup there,
in his heavenly Father’s lap, praying and interceding for many.
‘The only true dead are those who have been forgotten.” We can
never forget him. How could we?

“ It was a pleasure meeting you, father. You touched my life and
made me ponder over many things. May the heavenly Father fill
you with heavenly happiness as you receive your crown of eternal
life.”
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