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A Prayerful Journey:

The Padayatra Experience from Perunadu

“I The Padayatra, a spiritual and
transformative journey, commenced on
9th July from Ranni-Perunnadu This
sacred pilgrimage was not just a physical
walk, but a prayerful and soulful
expedition for me to embark this profound
endeavor.

It was my first Padayatra experience.
The Padayatra began with the Holy Mass
with His Beatitude Cardinal Moran Mor
Baselios Cleemis Catholicos being the
main Celebrant of the Holy Mass. The
serene church of Perunadu served as

Cyril Thomas

Syndicate, Central Secretariat

Diocese of Delhi-Gurgaon

the starting point, where participants
gathered to embark on a transformative
journey. The journey was divided over
5 days.

From the onset, the Padayatra was
imbued with spirituality. Participants
embraced prayer and meditation, seeking
inner peace and connection with the

W3Ical@Mm R}66A1 2023



divine during every step of their journey.
Songs related to Mar Ivanios were sung

and played which laid the devotion
towards Servant of God Mar Ivanios.

The path of the Padayatra was not a
solitary one. Pilgrims walked together,
creating a sense of community and unity
among the participants. The collective
prayers fostered a profound sense of
connection with Servant of God Mar
Ivanios.

As the journey progressed, partici
pants engaged in moments of prayer and
chanting the Divine mercy . The peaceful
surroundings and the rhythmic walk
provided ample opportunities for intro
spection and self-discovery.

The Padayatra route offered a
unique opportunity to immerse in the
beauty of nature. The breathtaking land
scapes and tranquil surroundings added
to the overall spiritual experience, deep
ening the connection with the natural
world.

Along the route, pilgrims had the
privilege visiting various Malankara

#5 Catholic Churches enriching their under

standing of the Padayatra. These encounters
provided valuable insights into the lives
of the people living in the areas they
passed through.

The Padayatra was not without its
challenges. I faced physical and mental

» hurdles along the way, testing my deter

mination and resilience. Each challenge
served as an opportunity to strengthen
my resolve and faith.

The journey encompassed several
churches, prayer places each holding
spiritual significance. Pilgrims took time
to pay homage and offer prayers at these
revered destinations, deepening their
connection to the spiritual realm.

On 14" July,we finally had reach the
tomb of Servant of God Mar Ivanios
around 5.30 pm in the evening.

The Padayatra from Perunadu was
a remarkable journey of prayer, self-
discovery, and spiritual connection. As
participants traversed the path, they not
only experienced the beauty of nature
but also delved deep within themselves,
seeking higher truths. The sense of
community, devotion and shared experi
ences made the Padayatra an unforgett
able and life-changing pilgrimage for all
who embarked on this prayerful sojourn.
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Diocese of Puttur

Commemoration of Mar Ivanios day

ANLAHBLARE CATHOLIC YOUTH MOVEMENT
EnipCIEE 27 PUTTUL
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In commemoration of Mar Ivanios
day and to initiate the participation in main
Pilgrimage to the tomb of Mar lvanios at
Pattom, Trivandrum, MCYM Puttur dio-
cese organised Padayatra for the laity of
Puttur diocese.“Padayatra began on July
13" at 3.30 pm at St. Mary's SMCC,
Mangalore with a prayer service by Fr.
John Puthenkandathil, Fr. Varghese Koottr
azhiyathu and MCYM Diocesan director Fr.
Thomas Kallolickal. After the prayer, Presi-
dent Babith N. V. received the cross from
Fr. John Puthenkandathil and kick started
the pilgrimage. “On the 14, at 12.00 pm,
at Mount Carmel Retreat Centre, Vettinad,
the pilgrims from Puttur Diocese joined
the main pilgrimage. During this momen-
tous occasion, MCYM Puttur Director Fr.
Thomas Kallolickal adorned the holy cross
of the main Padayatra with garlands, and
MCYM central director Fr. Prabheesh
George did the same for the cross of
Puttur Diocese. Subsequently, they joined
the Main Pilgrimage to the Tomb of Ser-
vant of God.
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