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Kerala's economy usually depends on NRlI's
particularly those who work in western countries.
Most of us dream to work and settle in Anglo
sphere. But the main barrier in fulfilling this dream
is the language skills, which is a pre-requisite.
This article will introduce the commonly accepted
English Tests, which will help you to chase your
dream.

First and foremost, IELTS-International
English Language Testing System- is an exam
which will ascertain your ability to communicate in
English so that you can either study or work in
English speaking countries. The forerunner to
IELTS was ELTS(English language Testing
Service) introduced in 1980.IELTS confirms to
the highest international standards of language
assessment. IELTS is available in two test
versions: Academic - for people applying for
higher education or professional registration, and
General Training for those who plan migrates to
Australia, Canada and the UK and work
experience in an English-speaking environment.
Both versions provide a valid and accurate
assessment of the four language skills namely
Listening (L), Reading(R), Writing (W) and
Speaking(S).The L, R, W tests are covered within
2 hours 45 minutes duration, while speaking will
be on separate day within 5 days before or after
the testdate.

Apart from these two versions there are IELTS
UKVI and life skills, which are particularly

- SHIBU ITTY MATHEW
M.D, SPEAK INTERNATIONAL

designed for UK visa purpose. Those who
plan to migrate to UK or wish to work in UK has
to write IELTS UKVI. It also has above both
versions. Other than that those who are
applying for UK spouse visa has to write
IELTS UKVI life skills ,which includes only
Listening and Speaking.

The Occupational English Test (also
known as OET) assess the language skills of
health care professionals who seek to
register and practice in an English-speaking
environment.OET is widely trusted and
accepted by authorities and hospitals,
Universities in UK, Ireland, Australia, New
Zealand, Dubai and Singapore as proof of
ability to communicate in health care
environment. OET provides a valid and
reliable assessment of all four module just like
IELTS with an emphasis on communication in
health professional settings .OET's sub-tests
consists of :Listening (approximately 50
minutes),Reading (60 minutes),Writing (45
minutes),Speaking (approximately 20
minutes). OET has been developed
exclusively for 12 health professions .They
are dentistry, dietetics, medicine, nursing,
occupational therapy, optometry, pharmacy,
physiotherapy, podiatry, radiography, speech
pathology, and veterinary science.

Nevertheless there are some difference
with OET and IELTS, especially in areas of
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content, version and scoring. Firstly content-
IELTS tests academic English — at least the
version of IELTS used by Higher Education
institutions and healthcare regulatory bodies
around the world , whereas OET tests healthcare
English, including the ability to communicate
effectively in medical scenarios, write a referral
letter, understand a patient consultation, or follow
a text taken from a medical journal. Secondly,
IELTS have two versions (Academic and
General) whereas OET has only one version.
Thirdly, scoring pattern is also different .The
score equivalence between two tests is as
follows. (Pic 1)

TOFEL-Test of English as a Foreign
Language is another globally accepted English
language test. TOFEL has difference in their
approach, structure and scoring criteria. TOFEL

summarizing and essay writing. Reading
includes three to five sections. In the Listening
module, one has to listen to lectures, classroom
discussions and conversations and then answer
the questions. Finally the Overall Score is out of
120

Pearson Language Tests (PTE) General
(formerly Australia Tests of English), and PTE
Young Learners (formerly Australia Tests of
English for Children). It is a world's leading
computer — based test of English for aboard
studies and immigration. Computer based
marking ensures that all test takers are scored
impartially and accurately evaluated.PTE
Academic is scored against global scale of
English. (pic 2)

Dear ones, these are some of the international
language tests which will help you to immigrate to

Pic 1
OET grade  Description of ability IELTS
equivalence
A Very high level of performance 8.0-9.0
B High level of performance; i.e. able to use English with fluency and accuracy
adequate for healthcare registration’; appropriate visa categories, healthcare F0-75
courses and workplaces
ct Very good level of performance; adequate for appropriate visa categories, 65
healthcare courses and workplaces
C Good level of performance; adequate for appropriate visa categories, some 55-6.0
healthcare courses and some workplaces
D Moderate level of performance: requires improvement 40-50
E Low level of performance: requires considerable improvement

Exam questions are almost Multiple Choice
Questions (MCQ) and to be completed in 4hours,
it can be written either on computer or with pen &
paper. TOFEL is conducted by US based
Organization, hence American English is used

| SN

Pic 2
Ve

English countries or else to do overseas studies.
English helps in cracking the job nutin any foreign
land. Unfortunately, many candidates fail in these
exams only because they are unaware about the
techniques to succeed in these exams.
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(Whilst in IELTS British English is commonly
used). For speaking Section one has to describe
a topic in to a microphone and recorded, later
send to a group of examiners and is evaluated.

Writing section have two tasks, including

Moreover, you should know to learn smartly

rather than working hard. Therefore a proper

guidance and 'Dos' and 'Don'ts of each exam will

guarantee 100% success.

For Further clarifications contact 9947760075
[
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Night had encased her at the threshold of her life.
She had only glimpses of distorted memories from
a time gone by to associate with the world that was
not hers anymore. Then a light shone upon her, a
sun in her eternal darkness, bringing her back to
that world which would be hers again. Thus she
unlocked through the stroke of her teacher's frail
fingers the numerous mysteries that lay before her.

Little Helen was perfect, pride gleamed in
their eyes as her family looked upon her. She had
learnt to walk by a year and speak at barely six
months. But the bliss was to end. Aged just
eighteen months old she was struck with a rare
brain fever thereby denuding her competency to
hearand see.

Seasons past, the days grew unruly with the
tantrums she threw triggered by her frustration at
her ineptness to express herself. During those
years her sole companion remained to be Martha,
the daughter of the family cook, who didn't mind
being bullied about by her ill tempered friend who
tormented her. The girls enveloped in their own
dimension created a sign language to
communicate with each other.

Looking for inspirations to deal with her little
angry and turbulent daughter she stumbled upon a
recommendation to Micheal Anagnos of the
Perkins institution of the blind. He recommended
Anne Sullivan one of the institution's latest
graduate to help Helen.

Thus began the story of Helen Keller, the first
ever deaf and blind woman to lay the world
beneath herfeet.

Anne believed that the key to reaching Helen
was to teach her obedience and love. She saw the
need to discipline, but not crush, the spirit of her
young charge. She set to work immediately in her
effort to inspire Anne to see the world beyond her
limitations. To touch and feel the life under the
heavens.

The task was formidable, Helen was defiant in
the beginning often overwhelmed by the hours she
had to spend studying. Helen learned her first

THE WINDOW
IN THE TR
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words through the signing her teacher did on her
palms. Within a month Helen could spell words like
water, milk ,jug ,etc and then she quickly replicated
her success with the alphabets. By the age of ten
she manifested the desire to speak. This led to the
onset of her formal education. Having acquired
the ability to speak she sought to fly to even
greater heights. She attended Radcliffe College
and received a Bachelor of Arts degree at the age
of 24, thereby engraving herself in the folds of
history as the first deaf and blind person to do.
Helen then sought to explore the world and
comprehend the adversities that plague those
around her hoping to improve their conditions. Her
ability to empathise with all those around her
earned her widespread appreciation and support
rendering her a renowned literary figure and
lecturer. Throughout the prime of her life she
committed to welfare advocacy speaking out on
demanding social and political issues of the time.
Albeit, her numerous achievements she had still
identified herself as a author, wishing to touch
souls with her words. Her autobiography The Story
of My Life compiled and published during her
years at Radcliffe Instilled awe and inspiration to
many , tutoring them that perseverance can
triumph over adversity. Helen Keller succeeded in
paving a niche for herself and and many others like
her who wishes to reach beyond their
impediments and fathom the world others see.
She rests by the side of her beloved teacher in
congruence in life as in death their relation
unbated by the forces of time and nature. She will
remain immortal unforgotten by all posterity as
women who proved that courage and faith knows
no boundaries.

WORD INTAKE : IMPEDIMENT — A hindrance or
obstruction in doing something.

FORMIDABLE- INSPIRING fear or respect
through being impressively large, powerful,
intense, or capable.
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