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St. John Vianney, in full Saint Jean-
Baptiste-Marie Vianney, also called Curé
d’Ars, is a priest who was renowned as a
confessor and for his supernatural powers.
He is the patron saint of parish priests. St
Vianney was born on 8§ May 1786 in France
in the town of Dardilly, near Lyons. His
devout Catholic parents were farmers, and
from an early age John worked in the fields.
Without formal education John could
helped his parents at the farm, but thanks
to his mother’s teaching, St Vianney was
able to memorise and understand numerous
prayers, and live a devout religious life.

Benson Benny

General Secretary
Diocese of Pune-Khadki

He was ordained a
priest in 1815 and became curate in Ecully
and later sent to the remote French
community of Ars in 1818 to be a parish
priest. He was a dedicated and humble priest
who was mission oriented, Vianney slowly
helped to revive the community’s faith
through both his prayers and the witness of
his lifestyle. He gave powerful homilies on
the mercy and love of God. His reputation
as a confessor grew rapidly, and pilgrims
travelled from all over France to come to
him in the Sacrament of Reconciliation.
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Having given his whole life for God and
his parishioners, Saint John Vianney spent
a lifetime working wonders the likes of which
the Church rarely sees. Perhaps the greatest
of all those wonders, though, was the fact
that he converted the whole French town
of Ars to the Sacrament which is one of
the miracles and other miracles such as

multiplication of flour when there was no

food and wine, and several healing miracles.
Although most of his life was a struggle
due to Fresh revolution St Vianney did not
fail to embark in Christian faith and stayed
strong to will and served with his whole
heart.

John Vianney was called to eternal rest
on 4 August 1859. He was 73 years old.
His relics can be found in Ars (France). He
was beatified by Pope St Pius X in 1905,
and canonized twenty years later by Pope
Pius XI. In 1929, the same Pope proclaimed
him the “heavenly patron of all parish priests
throughout the world.” During the centenary
of his death in 1959, Pope St John XXIII
dedicated an encyclical to St John Vianney,
pointing him out as exemplary model for
priests. Fifty years later, Pope Benedict XVI
inaugurated a “Year of Priests” on the 150th
anniversary of his birthday into heaven, in
order “to deepen the commitment of all
priests to interior renewal for the sake of a
stronger and more incisive witness to the
Gospel in today’s world."
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Eparchy of Marthandam

Executive Committee meeting

Malankarai Catholic Youth Move-
ment Executive Committee Meeting held
on 10.09.2022 at MCYM Office Director
Beginning with the opening prayer by Fr.
Johny Alfred, the meeting was attended
by Co-Director Wilfin Viju, Sister Pro-
moter Sr. Flower John and members of the
Executive Committee attended. In this
event action plans were discussed. Ar-

rangements for a youth movement meet-
ing and seminar on "Good Ambassador"
on 21t August were discussed. Arrange-
ments for holding Diocesan level writing
competition and quiz competition at
MJKM school hall on 4% September were
also discussed. Arrangements for holding
Diocesan level writing competition and
quiz competition at MJKM school hall on
4* September were also discussed. Fur-
ther, a diocesan youth movement day
may be held on 2" October under the
theme "Together as Youth". It has been
decided that prizes will also be given to
the winners of the vegetable garden com-
petition in honor of the Manvasana sec-
tion — 2 youths.
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