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ACADEMIC PROGRAMMES OF PUSHPAGIRI GROUP OF INSTITUTIONS

PUShpaglrl MEdlCEll COIIege Pushpagiri College of Pharmacy

M. Pharm. (Pharmaceutical Chemistry)
M. Pharm. (Pharmacology)
M. Pharm. (Pharmacy Practice)

Super Speciality PG Courses
M.Ch (Neuro Surgery)

DM (Cardiology) Pharm. D.
DM (Neurology) Pharm. D. (Post Baccularate)
B. Pharm.

PG Degree Courses

MD Anaesthesiology

MD General Medicine

MD Dermatology, Venereology & Leprosy
MD Psychiatry

MD Respiratory Medicine

MD Paediatrics

MS General Surgery

MS Orthopaedics

MS Oto-Rhino-Laryngology (ENT)
MS Obstetrics & Gynaecology
MD Radiodiagnosis

MD Community Medicine

MS Anatomy

MD Physiology

MD Pharmacology

MD Pathology

MD Microbiology

MS Ophthalmology

DNB PG Courses
DNB (Emergency Medicine)

B. Pharm. (Lateral Entry)

Pushpagiri College of Dental Sciences

MDS Oral & Maxillofacial Surgery
MDS Prosthodontics

MDS Periodontics

MDS Orthodontics

MDS Endodontics

MDS Pedodontics

BDS

Pushpagiri College of Nursing

M. Sc. Medical Surgical Nursing
M. Sc. Mental Health Nursing
M. Sc. Child Health Nursing

B. Sc. Nursing
Pushpagiri College of Allied Health Sciences

Diploma in Dialysis Technology

Under Christian Medical Association of India (CMAI)
Diploma in Medical Laboratory Technology
Diploma in Dialysis Technology
Diploma in Radio Dialysis Technology

DNB (Ga:s_tmenternlogy_) | Diploma in Gastrointestinal Endoscopy Technology
DNB (Critical Care Medicine) Diploma in Medical Record Technology
DNB (Nephrology) Diploma in Anaesthesia & Critical Care Technology

Undergraduate Course- MBBS Pushpagiri Training Centre for Overseas Career
CGFNS, IELTS, NCLEX-RN, MOH, HAAD, DHA, PROMETRIC & OET

PUSHPAGIRI

aii®y MEDICAL COLLEGE HOSPITAL Ph.D. (Medicine & Life Sciences)

@ www.pushpagiriin £ care@pushpagiriin ' +91944 77647 22
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Annual Subscription < 120.00
Single Copy < 10.00
Overseas : $40.00 or T 2750

Bank Details :

Chief Editor, Aikyadeepam
Union Bank, Tiruvalla 689 101
Alc No. 110110100023901
IFSC. ANDB0001101

SWIFT CODE : ANDBINBB

Printed at :

Viani Printings, Ernakulam
Designed by :

St. Joseph Press
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Ph : 0469 2602936
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Our Appachan - A Big Bowl of Sweetness & Warmth

Asha Mary Francis
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mories arrive in a deluge
when a loved one leaves this
world. In the past one year,

we have been washed afresh by beautiful
memories, yet saddened by the absence of those
who left them for us. It was first my mother who
left us quite unexpectedly followed by her elder
brother, my uncle, who had a peaceful passing
after a prolonged illness of over four years.
Many of the anecdotes from my mother's
childhood stories revolved around her eldest
brother, who was a father figure to her because
she was the youngest girl in the family of six
(Uncle Joy was the youngest of all six) having
arrived after a gap of 13 years. The
Chundevalel family to which my mother
belongs, brought out an illustrious list of
religious men and women. Each one of the six
siblings served the Lord in ways best known to
them. My mother was extremely fond of her
eldest brother and held him in great esteem. She
nurtured a child-like pride for him and her
sisterly affection always brought a smile on my
uncle's face till his disease progressed to such
an extent where the smile faded for most of the
time with only traces of it that appeared
whenever he recognized her. I do not have too
many personal memories about my eldest
maternal uncle. He was at the hilt of his career
while I was growing up, holding very
responsible positions which culminated in
serving as a bishop of the Thiruvalla
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Malankara Catholic Diocese. But there are a
couple of instances which, after all these years,
still lay warm inside me.

My sister and I spent our formative
St. Theresa's Bethany Convent
boarding school in Chengaroor and my aunt,
the sole surviving member among my mother's
siblings, who was the headmistress at the
school at that time, took care of us. While in
boarding school, we used to get occasional
visits from our uncle who we alternately kept
calling Kochappachan (our cousins called him
appachan) or Sunnychayan (as he was called
by his siblings) not knowing the difference in
semantics as we were Still learning the
language. His visits, though short, always left
an impact. I remember feeling tongue-tied
everytime he asked me a question and he never
got more than one-word response from me, but
he would leave it at that. Years moved forward
and we moved out of the Chengaroor boarding
school, once our parents came back from
Germany. Our uncle visited us at our home in
Pattambi (a small village in the northern part of
Kerala) whenever he was passing by, to check
on all of us and enjoy some sisterly pampering.
When I was in high school and I began to see
more of him during these short visits. 1
remember writing long letters to my uncle

following up on his visits and finding myself

laughing at the descriptions of his days. He had



an amazing sense of humour and could find
humour even in the dreariest of details. I was
finally able to connect to him.

[ remember that he was never the one to
preach but to lead by example. He was the head
of the family and he assumed that role with as
much seriousness as he did his religious role.
He was the one who first introduced us to table
manners, insisted on finishing our food and not
creating a racket while at the dinner table. 1
remember that he had his say in the clothes that
were chosen for us making sure they weren't too
long or too short.

When I became a mother I found the
same tongue-tied one in my daughter. I laughed
with my parents when she, as a baby, screamed
her guts out, in fear, on seeing this big man in
his official robes, complete with the head gear.
My mother used all the tricks up her sleeve to
get the baby warm up to him. It bothered my
uncle that the baby wouldn't go to him and 1
remember how he would rush to change in to
plain clothes the moment he got home in the
hope of having her warm up to him. He
struggled hard to make a connection with her
but unfortunately for her, she never got to know
him for the warm and affectionate person that
he was because by the time she got over her fear
he was already in a realm of existence beyond
recognition of faces andvoices.
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My uncle remained bed ridden for close
to four years after being diagnosed of
Parkinson's disease. His abilities of speech and
recognition deteriorated with passing time. [
remember how my mother religiously visited
him every few months and how her visits
reminded me of Santa Claus, as she brought him
his favourite chocolate and goodies for
everyone else around. Towards the end,
opening his mouth to eat the chocolate became
a highlight for her because that was the only
response she got from him. After our mother's

passing, we continued with the chocolate ritual

till our last visit of him, a month before he died.
Coming to think of it, everyone in the
Chundevalel family are known for their sweet
teeth, the subsequent generation of four of us
cousins included. I remember how it started
with the childhood treat of Parry candy and a
spoonful of sugar wrapped in paper from our
maternal grandfather.

Kochappachan, as we call him, was a
bowl of sweetness and warmth that lingered. He
led an extraordinary life with the simplest of
choices and I, along with the thousands of other
who have known him in his life time, consider
him saintly. I am sure that he, along with his
siblings and parents, would be happily seated
by the right side of our Lord, happily munching
on candies and chocolates, celebrating the joy

of being together and now, forever.
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Fr. Joseph Nilappana
01 June 1376

V.C. Geevarghese Corepiscopo
06 June 1991

REMEMBRANCE - JUNE-JULY

Fr. Philip Erattamakil
24 June 1979

Fr. Joseph Padinjarekara
11 June 1980

Fr. Joseph Vadakkekara
24 June 2016

Fr. Chacko Muttathuparampil
22 June 1989

Fr Kuriakose Padinjaremannil
02 July 2000

Fr. Thomas Pazhoor
30 June 1994

Fr George Palathinkal
03 July 2007

Fr Abraham Maret
01 July 1954

Fr Kuriakose Nellatt
06 July 1978

Fr Abraham Edassery
04 July 1984

Fr. Jacob Ayanthy
08. July 1986

Fr Abraham Pallipurathussery
04 July 1996

Msgr. Thomas Vadassery
20 July 1966

Fr Alexander Arakapadauvil
11 July 2001
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Fr T.V. John
20 July 1970

Fr Jacob Valiaparamobil
12 July 2005

RJND-NIOELI 2020

Fr Boniface Lewis
20 July 1976

Fr Mathew Vadakkemury
22 July 2001
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